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The Pledge of Allegiance

I pledge allegiance
to the flag
of the United States of America
and to the Republic
for which it stands,
one nation,
under God,
indivisible,
with liberty and justice
for all.
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A Message from the Principal
Dear Parents/Guardians and Scholars,

Martin Van Buren High School is a community of parents, educators, and students that strive
towards academic excellence. In each program; STEM programs in Science Research, Health
Careers, Robotics and Engineering, and Law and Humanities the goal is to prepare scholars for a
path to success. As a community of learners students will engage in rigorous tasks that create
opportunities for analytical discussion and develop a deep understanding of academic concepts.
Through an integrated curriculum, students will think critically and develop college and career
readiness skills.

A student's role is to engage in inquiry or ask questions, connect new concepts to prior knowledge
or experiences, and to take actions that lead to academic success. Our 21st Century learners will
develop post-secondary readiness skills through honors and College Now, and advanced
placement courses. The goal is to ensure that our scholars enroll in post-secondary courses and
are successful. Additionally, it is encouraged that students actively seek opportunities to advance
career related skills, such as job shadowing, internships, and community services. It is our
collaborative responsibility to ensure students achievement in all areas.

Students are encouraged to prepare for Regents, Advanced Placement, SAT and PSAT exams
through the attendance of prep courses and tutoring. Additionally, it is encouraged to seek
assistance; we are here as a support. Finally, community connections are crucial to the
development of personal and social skills. Be sure to participate in a club or a team! Through the
practice's core values of honesty, loyalty, perseverance, and compassion students will become
empowered learners and community members.

Sincerely,

Ms. Martinez
IA Principal
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Quotes To Live By
Effort
Genius is one percent inspiration and ninety-nine percent perspiration.

Achievements
I am not discouraged because every wrong attempt discarded is another step
forward.

Ability
If we did the things we are capable of, we would astound ourselves.

Energy
The first requisite for success is the ability to apply your physical and mental
energies to one problem incessantly without growing weary.

Achievements
The three great essentials to achieving anything worthwhile are; first, hard work,
second, stick-to-it-iveness, and third, common sense.

Determination
There's no substitute for hard work.

Character
What man's mind can create, man's character can control.

5

SCHOOL OVERVIEW
Martin Van Buren High School is an evolving
community of dedicated lifelong learners who see
learning and hard work as a continual process
which strives to develop students, staff, and
parents’/guardians’ ingrained sense of curiosity.
We are dedicated to the academic success and social development of our students.
We believe that strong leadership throughout our united community of faculty
members, students, parents and associates will move us toward our goals.
We, therefore, hold in the highest regard the initiative, innovation, planning,
effort and teamwork that result in academic rigor, in standard-setting student
performance and in continuous improvement.
Specialized Programs:
 STEM Pre-Med Program
 STEM Engineering Design Program
 Pre-Law Program
Partnerships with:
 Queensborough Community College of CUNY
 York College of CUNY
 North Shore Long Island Jewish Medical Center
 John Jay College of CUNY

Visit our Website at
www.thenewmvb.com
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BELL SCHEDULE 2019/2020

School doors open at 7:30 AM
Breakfast is served in the student cafeteria from 7:30 am to 8:00 am.

PERIOD
1
2
3
4
(MVB LUNCH)
5
(B-TECH LUNCH)
6
(MVB LUNCH)
7
(MVB LUNCH)
8

START
8:03
8:50
9:37

END
8:47
9:34
10:22

10:25

11:09

11:12

11:56

11:59

12:43

12:46

1:30

1:33

2:17

*All students must exit through the main lobby.
Extra MTA buses pick up all students in front of the building.
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IMPORTANT THINGS TO KNOW
Rules and Regulations
1.

All students and parents will be issued a copy of New York City Code of Behavior which
must be followed. Proper conduct and behavior is expected of every high school
student.

2.

The school must have an accurate record of your address and telephone number.
In addition, you must provide the school with your work number and an emergency
contact number. Notify the school immediately of any change of address or telephone
number.

3.

State law mandates that your child must attend every class every school day. Your
child may be absent only for illness. Upon returning to school, your child must bring an
absence note written by you or a physician.

4.

Your child must have the required immunizations in order to attend high school. By
State law, your child will be excluded from school if he/she does not have proper
immunization.

5.

Your child must be on time to all classes. Students arriving late must receive a late
pass. Your child may not leave the building until the end of his/her school day. Students
may not leave the building for lunch.

6.

If your child becomes ill in school or needs to leave early, he/she may not leave the school
to go home alone. Parents/guardians, listed on the emergency blue card, must come
to school to pick up any student who needs to leave early.

7.

Your child must be responsible for his/her ID, Program and METRO card. They are
essential and valuable documents. Students must have their school photo ID and
program card with them at all times.

8.

Your child is expected to be prepared to work every day and should bring
notebooks, textbooks, and pens. Students are not permitted to use cell phones,
iPods, iPads or other electronic devices in the school building without permission.

9.

Students must come dressed appropriately to school each day. Shorts, midriff shirts, tank
tops, and any suggestive clothing are not acceptable. We expect students to come
“dressed for success” each day.

10.

Cell phones and all electronic equipment (iPods, iPads, etc.) are considered contraband
and are not permitted to be used in the school without permission. Students may not wear
hats and du-rags in the school building.
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VAN BUREN VALUES
Like our homes, our school is a place where we want to accomplish our goals and support and respect
each other, feel safe and create a positive environment. There are people of great character all around
us who enrich our lives and our world. They show:

 HONESTY 
Tell the truth. Be sincere. Don’t deceive, mislead, or be devious or tricky. Don’t betray a trust. Don’t
withhold important information in relationships of trust. Don’t steal or cheat.

 SELF-CONTROL 
Exercise self-control by thinking about your feelings and actions. Think about the negative and positive
consequences of doing something or not doing it. Understand yourself and your immense importance in
the world. Be disciplined in order to earn respect and build on your successes.

 RESPONSIBILITY 
Think about the effect on yourself and others before you act. Be reliable. Be accountable by accepting
the consequences of your actions. Don’t make excuses or blame others for your mistakes. Set good
examples that will bring you honor.

 INTEGRITY 
Stand up for your beliefs about right and wrong. Be your best for yourself. Resist social pressures to do
things you think are wrong. Do as you say you will. Show courage and self-discipline.

 HEALTH & WELLNESS 
Healthy bodies and minds are important in order to enjoy life. Treat your body as a sacred place and
your mind as your most valuable possession.

 LEADERSHIP 
See yourself as a strong individual who has an important role and contributions to make in your home,
school, community and country. Follow your conscience and set a good example. Bring honor and
respect to everything you do. Be a leader.

 TEAMWORK 
By working together, each one of us becomes stronger and reaches new heights. Cooperation makes a
difficult task easier to accomplish. Support and caring eases the pain when we face a problem. Sharing
often leads to new ideas and understanding.

 ACHIEVEMENT & EXCELLENCE 
Do the best with what you have. Keep trying. Don’t quit or give up easily. Be diligent and industrious.
Keep focused on your goals.

 SERVE & SHARE WITH OTHERS 
Show you care about others so that they will care about you. Show kindness, caring and compassion.
Live by the Golden Rule: Treat others as you would like to be treated. Don’t be selfish. Don’t be mean,
cruel, or insensitive to others’ feelings. Be charitable and give to those who are in need or less fortunate.
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SAFETY & SECURITY
DEPARTMENT
Mr. Gus Smaragdas, Assistant Principal

Martin Van Buren High School is a place where students can learn and teachers can teach in a
warm and welcoming environment free of intimidation and fear.
It is a setting where the educational climate fosters a spirit of
acceptance and care for every child, a setting where behavior,
expectations and consequences are clearly communicated,
where conflict prevention and reduction strategies are
embraced, where staff development is important, and where
the building and grounds are viewed from a safety and security
perspective. A safe school campus is orderly and well
maintained. Teachers and staff who care about the success
and safety of every child are at the heart of a safe school.
Adequate adult supervision and parent and student involvement are key components of the safe
school management process. The most effective safe school strategy is a comprehensive
strategy that includes efforts to address the four components of safe schools:





Prevention - To create conditions so that a problem does not occur.
Deterrence - To discourage a problem from occurring.
Intervention -To interrupt a problem and stop it from continuing.
Interdiction - To forbid and provide consequences for a problem.

All New York City students and parents are given the Citywide Standards of Discipline and
Intervention Measures otherwise known as The Discipline Code. Also included in this document
is the Bill of Student Rights and Responsibilities which speaks of “a sense of mutual respect
among students, parents and staff for the good of all concerned…..”
The concepts of this Bill of Rights are:





The Right to a Free Public School Education
The Right to Freedom of Expression and Person in accordance with policies and
procedures established by the NYC Department of Education
The Right to Due Process
Student Responsibilities – Responsible behavior by each student is the only way in which
the rights set forth in the “Bill of Rights” can be preserved. Violation of some of these
responsibilities may lead to disciplinary measures in accordance with the NYC DOE
Discipline Code.

The Deans' Office is located in room 157. The Deans are available from 8:00 AM to 3:40 PM.
To contact the Deans' Office dial 718-776-4728 Extension 1570. Please note that Deans are
not assigned specific grades or students.
Please note the school rules listed on the next page. We strive to maintain an orderly and
safe learning environment on a daily basis. The procedures and policies listed are
enforced.
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SCHOOL RULES
1. Fighting is not tolerated. Students who engage in a fight will be suspended and subject
to arrest.
2. No head coverings are to be worn in school. This includes: du-rags, bandanas,
sweatbands and hats. All school staff will strictly enforce this policy.
3. All students must carry their photo identification card and program card at all times while
on school property.
4. Any student on suspension will not be allowed to attend any of the MVB after school
activities or PSAL events.
5. No student will be admitted to the cafeteria without a photo I.D. card. Replacement I.D.
cards may be obtained in the cafeteria.
6. All students must exit the building through the main lobby only. A student may never
open side doors for any reason other than an emergency. The alarm will sound.
7. All students must arrive to class on time. Students who are late more than three times
will be called in for a meeting with a dean or guidance counselor. If the lateness persists,
a parent meeting will be requested by the Assistant Principal of Security. Ultimately,
students’ lateness may result in a Principal’s suspension if the behavior has not been
corrected.
8. Students who arrive late to school must pick up a late pass (available in the cafeteria),
which must be presented to your teacher.
9. No food or drink is to be brought into any classroom. Students will not be sent to the
cafeteria for food or drink during classes.
10. Cell phones, iPads, or any other electronic devices are NOT permitted to be used in this
school without permission.
11. Students found in the cafeteria during an unauthorized period may be suspended.
Students may only enter cafeteria during their assigned lunch period.
12. Do not congregate around the school or trespass on the private property of our
neighbors. The police will enforce loitering laws and quality of life issues.
13. All visitors must sign in at the main desk in the lobby.
14. No visitors under 21 years of age will be permitted into the building without parental
supervision.

We are a Learning Community. Our respect for each other and for our
rules helps us to work together to achieve our goals of graduation.
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Martin Van Buren High School
students MUST
carry their photo ID and
Program Card with them
AT ALL TIMES!

Cell Phones, or any electronics, are
ABSOLUTELY NOT ALLOWED
TO BE USED in school without
permission.
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GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT
Mr. Raj Chattoo, Assistant Principal

Together we can create the path to your child’s success!
Mission:
The Guidance Department’s mission is to provide services and support to students and their
families for the greatest level of academic, social and emotional success.
New York City Public School Guidance Counselors are professional
educators certified by the New York State Department of Education and
licensed by the New York City Department of Education. School guidance
counselors serve the entire 9th to 12th grades, including students, families,
staff, and school leaders. They work with school administrators to
advocate for programs and services that are aligned with New York State
Learning Standards for academic achievement, social and emotional
development, preparation for higher education and career readiness. The
framework for school counseling practices and service delivery is guided
by the models of the American and New York State School Counseling
Associations and the ASCA ethical standards.
The Guidance Department is located in Rooms 135 and 139. The Guidance Department, also
known as Pupil Personnel Services, offers a comprehensive support program to assist the
student in all aspects of student life and to enhance opportunities for personal, educational and
career development. Students are assigned a guidance counselor when they enter in grade 9.
This guidance counselor will remain with the student throughout their high school career until
graduation. Students will meet with their guidance counselor at least once each term with the
purpose of assessing their academic progress to date and plan for the progression of courses
for the following terms. Counselors are also available to meet with students if an individual
problem or concern arises. Students should see their counselor during their lunch period, after
school ends, or make an appointment, if the need arises. Parents/Guardians are also
encouraged to take an active part in their child’s academic career and are welcome to meet with
the counselors to discuss their child’s progress.
Parents/Guardians are asked to call their counselor at: (718) 776-4728, Ext. 1390
Guidance Counseling provides students with assistance to successfully
earn a diploma and make plans after graduating. Your counselor’s
name appears on your program card and report card. During the first
few weeks of the term, your counselor will meet with you to discuss any
concerns you may have about beginning in a new school. Counselors
work individually with students, in small groups, in class group guidance
sessions, and occasionally, in entire grade
meetings. Your counselor is available to assist you
with:






Academic and technical course selection
Personal and family issues
Personal growth and development
Crisis intervention
Referrals to a variety of outside agencies for more in-depth counseling and/or academic
assistance.
 Substance abuse issues
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INFORMATION FROM THE
GUIDANCE OFFICE
Students see their counselors before or after school, or during lunch hours.
Students may also be referred to their counselor through initiation by their
teachers and/or deans. If you have an emergency, an appointment isn’t
required. Go immediately to your counselor. Parents/guardians who wish
to see their child’s counselor are asked to call the receptionist in the
Guidance Office or their child’s counselor directly. To ensure that a
counselor is available to meet with a parent/guardian, it is best to make an
appointment, and arrive at the scheduled time.
The College Office will help with career exploration and college counseling on an on-going basis
throughout your high school experience. The College Office will provide you with information
that will assist you in planning for your future either in the college selection and admission
process, or in entering the work force after high school.
It is very important for students and parents/guardians to keep their own cumulative file of
important educational documents, in a safe place at home. Such documents are











Report cards
Transcripts
Schedules
Diploma Worksheet
Summer School and PM School courses taken and grades received
Community service documentation
Letters of Recommendation
Saturday School documentation of courses taken
College Now courses taken and grades
College applications

Students must be very aware of their educational plan:
 They should be familiar with promotional and graduation requirements
 To plan along with their counselor in formulating the path they will take in fulfilling these
requirements as they move towards graduation.

You should visit a counselor if:
 you are unsure of your schedule
 you are having a school, home, or personal problem
 you are interested in a special program
 you need academic help/support
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WHAT DOES A GUIDANCE
COUNSELOR DO?
The Guidance Counselor











is a specialized professional
is committed to the educational and emotional development of children
helps every student to master the standards
delivers a comprehensive school guidance and counseling program to
every student
aligns the school counseling program with the mission and vision of each
school’s Comprehensive Educational Plan (CEP)
conducts staff and community workshops
facilitates Crisis Management and Intervention
enforces the mandates of Child Abuse and Maltreatment
helps ensure the rights of Students in Temporary Housing (STH)
educates and upholds rules and regulations as stated in the Chancellor’s
Regulations
School guidance counselors collaborate with all members of the
school community to develop and deliver a data driven program that
supports every student’s academic, career and personal/social
development, as follows:

Academic Development





Supports student success through study and test taking skills
Contributes to improving student attendance
Ensures students receive Academic Intervention Services (AIS)
Assures students have knowledge of and access to promotion and graduation
requirements
 Focuses on increased graduation rates
 Uses data informed practice to increase opportunity and promote achievement
 Supports teachers in their work with students

Personal/Social Development








Focuses on reducing disciplinary referrals and suspension rates
Positively impacts school climate
Helps students acquire resiliency skills
Promotes successful student transitions from grade to grade
Teaches students mediation and conflict resolution
Facilitates access to community resources
Encourages positive motivation and aspiration

Career/Post-Secondary Development







Helps students explore postsecondary options, including college and career choices
Facilitates the college application process
Engages parents in educational and career planning for their children
Helps parents to navigate the school’s role in the educational process
Provides skills necessary for student success in school, community and the world of work
Connects career goals to educational goals
From School Guidance Counselors in NYC Public Schools – Making the Difference for 21st Century Students and Schools prepared by NYC DOE and UFT 2008

15

FREQUENTLY ASKED
GUIDANCE QUESTIONS
Q: CAN A COUNSELOR SOLVE ALL MY PROBLEMS?
A: No one person has all the answers. However, your counselor will always help you find
answers and help you to the best of their ability.
Q: IS THE NINTH GRADE TOO EARLY TO START THINKING ABOUT COLLEGE?
A: No, it is never too early to think about college.
Q: DOES A COUNSELOR TELL ME WHERE TO GO TO COLLEGE OR HELP ME
WITH FINANCIAL AID?
A: No, although, your counselor may offer suggestions or recommendations. Your COLLEGE
ADVISOR is here to help you and your parents/guardians to research colleges in terms of
your interests, location, selectivity, etc., but the final choice is up to you and your
parents/guardians. In addition, there are numerous local, state, and national scholarships
and the COLLEGE OFFICE is one place to check for postings and applications. Information
is announced and posted. LOOK! LISTEN! ASK!
Q: HOW DO I SEE MY COUNSELOR?
A: The counselors at Van Buren average over 350 students in their caseload and each and
every student is entitled to our services. So, sometimes it is not possible to get immediate
attention. However, you can always make an appointment with your counselor or drop in to
see if they are free. We do request that you have a pass from a teacher to see your
counselor. Also, be sure to keep your appointment when your counselor sends you a pass.
Q: HOW CAN I GET THE MOST AND BEST HELP FROM MY COUNSELOR?
A: Here is the heart of the matter. In order to benefit from your counselor’s experience and
training, you must take an active role in your education. Utilize the Counseling Office to ask
questions, seek advice, and get direction. Give your counselor the opportunity to get to know
you. Your counselor will work just as hard as you do regarding your concerns. Accept
responsibility for yourself and your decisions. Learn from your mistakes and how to profit
from them. Working together, understanding each other - what you and we can and cannot
do, you will then get the most of this office and your counselor. It is a team effort: YOU, your
parents, and your counselor.

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!
Ms. Giourgas

Mr. Chattoo, A.P.
Ms. Lauria
Ms. Stamberg

Mr. Stanco
Ms. Stephens
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THE GUIDANCE STAFF
Mr. Raj Chattoo, Assistant Principal
GUIDANCE COUNSELORS
Ms. Lauria – 4TH year, 12th grade
Mr. Stanco– 3rd year, 11th grade
Mr. Felice Stephens – 2nd year, 10th grade
Ms. Catherine Giourgas – 1st year, 9th grade

PARENT COORDINATOR
Mr. Russell Chew

COLLEGE/CAREER ADVISOR
Ms. Christine Stamberg

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
COORDINATOR
Ms. Trudya Jones Pridgen

Your Guidance Counselor is determined
by your Official Class
The official class code is made up of numbers and letters in three digits.

FOR EXAMPLE:
This digit represents
the last digit of the
year that you are

This digit represents the First Letter of

0 2 C

your Last Name (if your last name starts
with Y or Z, it will show an “X”), or, a Special
Category:
1 = Scholar
2 = ISS (15:1)
3 = ISS (12:1:1)

projected to graduate:
0
1
2
3

=
=
=
=

2020
2021
2022
2023

This

digit

represents

the

grade level based on amount of
credits earned:
9 =
9th grade = 0-8 credits*
th
0 = 10 grade = 9-20 credits*
1 = 11th grade = 21-30 credits*
2 = 12

th

grade = 31-44 credits

4 = ENL Community
5 = ENL (Formerly known as
ESL)
6 = Resource (SETTS)
7 = Team Teaching with less
than 20 periods/week
8 = Team Teaching
9 = Hearing Education
Z = Off track for graduation

In this example of official class “02C,” the student is a SENIOR (expected to graduate in 2020),
is in the 12th grade, and the last name begins with C
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Who is your Guidance Counselor?
If the first digit of your
official class begins with:

3
(potential 2023 graduate, Freshman)

2
(potential 2022 graduate, Sophomores)

1
(potential 2021 graduate, Juniors)

0
(potential 2020 graduate, Seniors)

Hearing Education
Students

then your Guidance
Counselor,
until you graduate,
is:

in Room #, with
phone extension:

Email:

Ms. Giourgas

139, extension 1393

cgiourgas@schools.nyc.gov

Ms. Stephens

139, extension 1391

fstephe@schools.nyc.gov

Mr. Stanco

139, extension 1392

dstanco@schools.nyc.gov

Ms. Lauria

135, extension 1353

jlauria2@schools.nyc.gov

Ms. Solomon

135, extension 1842

ksolomo3@schools.nyc.gov

(official class ENDS with a 9)

Additional Student Support
Name
Ms. Lallbachan
Mr. Chew
Ms. Chite
Ms. Nunez
Ms. Jones Pridgen

Room
ENL Placement Coordinator
Parent Coordinator
School Psychologist
Social Worker
Youth Development

135 H
101
221
207
135 G

Extension
1359
1010
2211
2070
1358
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Principal/Assistant Principal
Classroom (Subject) Teacher

College Advisor
Guidance Counselor
Guidance Secretary
Nurse
School Psychologist
Social Worker




























   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   










       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       

Working papers or jobs

Extracurricular activities information

College information

Feeling stressed about schoolwork

Having difficulty with academic work

Questions about grades

Homework help

Scheduling issues

Issues involving drugs or alcohol with
you or someone you know

Other student(s) making you feel
uncomfortable
(picked on, singled out, or ignored)

Problem with friend or other student

Disagreements/arguments with family

Feeling ill

also be helpful

Worried about family, friends, self

 These people may

Attendance issues
(late/absent from school)

Try these people first

Questions about school rules
and regulations





General Information

Who Can
Help Me?










Youth Development
  
Coordinator
Contact Information:
718-776-4728
Ext.
Principal: Ms. Tracy Martinez
1130
Assistant Principal, PPS: Mr. Chattoo
1390

             

Guidance Counselors
Nurse
School Psychologist
Social Worker

or

1390
1021
2211
2070

see page 18
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HIGH SCHOOL TERMS
EVERY STUDENT NEEDS TO KNOW
CAREER DEVELOPMENT AND OCCUPATIONAL STUDIES (CDOS)
COMMENCEMENT CREDENTIAL is the certificate issued to students with IEPs who
participate in the standard assessments only, or, it may be a awarded as an endorsement to a high
school diploma.

COHORT is the school year when a student first enters 9th grade.

There are different Graduation

Requirements for each cohort.

COURSE is a high school class that lasts for one term.

Your child will need to pass required courses

to graduate.

CREDIT is awarded to courses passed with a final grade of 65% or above.

Most passed courses

will be awarded one credit per term.

DIPLOMA is the certificate issued to a student upon high school graduation.

It certifies that the

student has completed all graduation requirements.

PROGRAM CARD is given to students at the beginning of every term.

It lists assigned courses,
assigned times, and names of teachers for the term. It also includes the name of the guidance
counselor.

REGENTS EXAMS are New York State Regents Examinations required by the New York State
Education Department. Students must pass a minimum of five required Regents exams to earn a
diploma (except IEP diplomas).

REPORT CARDS provide grades, attendance, and teachers’ comments for each course.
STUDENT ID# (OR OSIS) is the identification number that a student is given when he/she first
enters the NYC Public School System. It is a nine digit number that stays with the student throughout
his/her full academic career from grades K-12, regardless of what school he/she attends in the NYC
DOE schools. Students should know their personal identification number.

TRANSCRIPT is a record of all courses and Regents exams taken, and credits earned, in high
school. College applications require a transcript, and colleges use them as one of the main admissions
criteria. Updated transcripts are available at the end of the term.
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ALL ABOUT SCHOOL-WIDE
GRADING POLICY & REPORT CARDS
School-Wide Grading Policy








You will receive 6 report cards throughout the school year.
Grades in each subject will be based on your child’s:
Assessments-50%
Homework-20%
Class participation, conduct and performance-30%
Modifications per subject may be made accordingly
All grades below 65 are failing grades:

Each marking period gets its own grade, marking period #4 is cumulative.

Report Cards
The Report Card is the document used to find out how the teacher evaluates the student’s work for a
specific time period. It is a valuable report that both students and parents should pay close
attention to in order to move towards a positive direction in meeting the requirements and standards
for each class.
Each high school year is divided into two terms (or semesters). The Fall Term begins in September
and concludes at the end of January. The Spring Term begins in February and concludes in June.
During each semester, every student will receive 3 report cards (6 for the entire year). The report card
serves as a periodic assessment of the student’s work during that time period. Each term is divided into
3 marking periods. At the conclusion of each marking period, which is usually a period of about 6-7
week intervals, the student will receive a grade that will reflect the quality of his/her work during that
time period.
All marking periods will have numerical grades. The grades are valued in increments of 5. Passing
grade in a course is 65. Students receiving grades above 90 will be able to receive grades in increments
of 1.
The fourth marking period is the average of all marking periods of each term (end of January and middle
of June) and this final grade that will appear on the student’s transcript for that class during that specific
term.
Indicated on the report card, and next to the grade for each class, is the number of absences in that
class for that marking period. Parents/Guardians and students can also find comments that the teacher
adds to further explain the reason for the given grade.
On the bottom of the report card is the weighted average. A weighted average is given to those courses
with an increased level of difficulty and, are considered honor or advanced courses. In this case, a
student will receive a grade with an extra value of 1.05%. Advanced Placement classes are weighted
as 1.1%.
You will also find an explanation of grades in the lower right hand corner of the report card.
Students are advised that all report cards should be kept in a safe place in order to have the
ability to access these important documents for future reference.
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For the Earth Science Regents, an Earth Science Practical must be taken prior to the Regents.

22
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It is very important for the student to keep all copies of their
permanent records in a safe place throughout their
high school years and beyond!!!
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PROMOTION & GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
PROMOTION STANDARDS FOR STUDENTS IN GRADES 9-12
Minimum
Grade Coursework/Exams
Attendance
Credits
9

Successful completion of standards in
academic subject areas

10

90%

10

Meet NYC Performance Standards in
Language Arts, Math, Science

20

90%

11

Successful completion of standards in
academic subject areas

30

90%

12

Minimum of Passing Grade in 5 Regents
Exams
 English
 Math
 Global History
 Science
 US History

44

90%

COURSES AND CREDITS NEEDED TO GRADUATE HIGH SCHOOL

Students need to earn a minimum of 44 credits in the following academic areas in order
to graduate high school.
Grades 9-12
Regents
Advanced Regents
Courses
Terms
Diploma
Diploma (Credits)
(Credits)
English:

English 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8

8

8

Social Studies:

Global History II 1,2,3,4; US History
& Gov’t. 1,2; Economics (1 term);
Participation in Gov’t. (1 term)

8

8

Mathematics:

Science:

6

Algebra (2 terms)/Geometry (2 terms)
Trig/Algebra 2 (2 terms); Pre-Calculus (2
terms), Elective Math

(4 credits must be
from Regent level
Math classes)

Living Environment 1,2; Chemistry 1,2;
Earth Science 1, 2;Physics 1,2; Elective
(2 terms)

(2 credits must be a
Physical Lab Science
and 2 credits must be
Living Environment)

8

6
8

Health:

Health (1 term)

1

1

Art:

Art, and/or Music (2 terms)

1

1

Music:

Music (2 terms), and/or Art

1

1

Language Other than English: Foreign Language (2-6 terms)
(LOTE)

2

TBD

Physical Education:

4

4

Sequence Courses/Electives: Varied

7

–

Total Required (minimum)

44

44

Physical Education (7 terms)
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REGENTS NEEDED TO GRADUATE HIGH SCHOOL
In addition to passing the academic course work and earning a minimum of
44 credits, students must also pass a battery of Regents Exams:

Regents Examinations
English
Algebra I
Geometry

Regents
Diploma
YES

Advanced Regents
Diploma
YES

65 OR ABOVE

65 OR ABOVE

YES

YES

65 OR ABOVE

65 OR ABOVE

NO
NO

Algebra II

YES
65 OR ABOVE

YES
65 OR ABOVE

YES

YES

Global History II (Framework)

65 OR ABOVE

65 OR ABOVE

YES

YES

US History & Government

65 OR ABOVE

65 OR ABOVE

YES

YES

Living Environment

65 OR ABOVE

65 OR ABOVE

2nd Science
Spanish

NO
NO

YES
65 OR ABOVE

YES
65 OR ABOVE

CHANCELLOR’S REGULATIONS SPECIFY:
ONLY STUDENTS WHO MEET
ALL COURSE AND TESTING
REQUIREMENTS
FOR GRADUATION,
MAY ATTEND THE
GRADUATION CEREMONY!!
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DIPLOMA TYPES
In addition to the New York City and New York State Graduation requirements, all students attending
Martin Van Buren are required to take a minimum of three (3) years of High School Mathematics
and Science. This requirement is in alignment with the College Readiness philosophy, as well as
for competitive college considerations.

DIPLOMAS & ENDORSEMENTS, AND CREDENTIALS
Regents Endorsement

=

Regents Endorsement with Honors
Regents Advanced Designation

=

Regents Advanced Designation with Mastery in Math
Endorsement

=

Regents Advanced Designation with Mastery in Science
Endorsement

=

Regents Advanced Designation with Mastery in Math &
Science Endorsement

=

Regents Advanced Designation with Honors

Regents Diploma
5 Regents with a 65+
=> 90 in all required Regents
Advanced Regents Diploma
9 Regents with a 65+
Advanced Regents Diploma
Same as Advanced PLUS 85+
on each of the 3 required
Math Regents
Advanced Regents Diploma
Same as Advanced PLUS 85+
on any 3 Science Regents
Advanced Regents Diploma
Same as Advanced PLUS 85+
on 3 Math Regents AND 85+
on 3 Science Regents
Advanced Regents Diploma
9 Regents with a 90+

= => 80% overall average
Honors Endorsement
= => 90% overall average
Citizenship Endorsement – Character & Commitment to School = Guidance Recommendation
Certificate for students with
IEPs who participate in
Career Development & Occupational Studies (CDOS)
standard assessments only,
=
commencement Credential
or, awarded as an
endorsement to a high school
diploma.
Merit Endorsement
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FAQ ABOUT GRADUATION
REQUIREMENTS
Q. How is high school different from elementary and middle school?
A. High school courses are different from elementary and junior high school classes because students earn
credit for each passed course.

Q. How many credits are earned for each course?
A. A student typically receives one credit per term per passed course.
Q. What is the minimum passing grade for a course?
A. 65%. Remember, higher grades can lead to more options for college admissions, scholarships, and future
employment. Students should strive to achieve the highest grades possible.

Q. How many credits do students need to be promoted to the next grade level?
A. Students need the following number of credits to be promoted to:
10th grade: 8 credits (completion of 11 credits is highly recommended to ensure timely graduation)
11th grade: 20 credits (including 4 in English and/or ESL and 4 in Social Studies)
12th grade: 28 credits (30 for students who entered grade 9 in or after school year 2004-2005)

Q. How many credits do students need to graduate?
A. Most students will need 44 credits (IEP commencement credentials differ). Graduation Requirements
cards outline the number of credits required for Local, Regents, Advanced Regents diplomas, and IEP
commencement credentials. Be sure to refer to the card with the correct cohort and diploma category
for each student. If you still have questions, ask the guidance counselor for more information.

Q. Are there specific courses high school students need to take each year?
A. Yes. The Graduation Requirements cards explain which courses are needed for graduation. However,
each high school has slightly different course offerings at different times. If you have not received a
Graduation Requirements card, ask the guidance counselor for one, and then ask which courses are
currently available.

Q. Is Physical Education (PE) a required course?
A. Yes. Students must accumulate 4 credits by passing all their PE classes during their 7 terms of high
school. A passing grade in PE is awarded 0.58 credits (7 PE courses X 0.58 credits = 4.06 credits).
addition, students must earn 1 credit of Health by passing 1 term of Health class.

In

Q. Does attendance affect course grades?
A. Students with good attendance usually have better grades. When students are absent they must make
up all missed homework and classroom assignments; and provide medical or personal documentation
for missed days (see Attendance Office).

Q. If students fail courses, how can they make up the courses and receive credit to graduate
on time?
A. There are two common programs for students to retake courses and receive make-up credit:
1. Summer School – offers credit bearing courses during July and August
2. Extended Day School – may offer credit bearing courses before or after school, and on Saturday,
depending on funding.
Check with your guidance counselor if they are available and for the schedules, locations, and details.
These programs are based on availability and funding.

Q. If students do fail courses, can they still take the Regents exam in those subject areas?
A. Yes, with the exception of Science. Students often take the Regents exam before learning final grades
for the term. However, passing the Regents exam does not guarantee that the student will pass the
course. In order to sit for a Science Regents, a student must have 1200 lab minutes prior to taking the
Regents; the Earth Science Regents also requires a Practical Exam to be taken prior to the Regents.
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COLLEGE/CAREER OFFICE
Ms. Christine Stamberg, College/Career Advisor

Come to the College/Career Office...
MAP Out Your Future!
Martin Van Buren High School

BEGIN AT

The day you enter high school, you are on your way to college and your future career.
The College Office can, and will, help you map out your journey!
The College Office is located in Room 146.
1. What are good, rewarding post-high school destinations? The College Office can tell you the
advantages of CUNY, SUNY, private colleges, and business schools. The College Office
will help you make an informed choice.
2. The College Office can tell you what routes to take to get there, which exits to avoid, what
will delay or derail you.
3. The College Office can tell you how to get the most mileage out of each stage of your trip.
Freshman year:

Add school and community service letters to your file
Start researching colleges and careers that interest you
Plan a structured summer activity, read, write and explore
Get high grades
Come to the College Fair

Sophomore year: Same as above
Become acquainted with online college search programs
Find out how many academic units are required for the school you
are interested in
Find out the averages and SAT & SAT Subject Tests required
Junior year:

Same as above
Take PSAT & SAT & SAT Subject Tests
Plan to take AP courses

Senior year:

You are ALMOST there...Begin the application process
Check out opportunities at your destination: Scholarships and Financial
Aid.

DESTINATION

!

Parents and students in ALL GRADES 9-12, are advised to attend the
Martin Van Buren School College Fair on April 23, 2020!
It’s never too early to begin exploring your options for the future!!!!
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GET READY FOR COLLEGE!
TAKE The PSAT/ NMSQT and SAT!

The PSAT is the Preliminary SAT and is offered this year in to
Sophomores in the spring.
This year’s exam date is March 4, 2020. The PSAT is a very
valuable tool that will serve to prepare you for the SAT, which is the
exam that the colleges judge you on!

The PSAT/NMSQT stands for Preliminary SAT/ National Merit
Scholarship Qualifying Test and it is the first official step on the
road to college. Students are urged to take this exam because:
 It assesses skills necessary for college level work.
 It helps prepare the student to take the SAT.
 This exam allows the 11th grade student to enter competitions for National Scholarships
 It helps the student receive information from colleges
 By registering for the PSAT/NMSQT, students will be given access to the college planning
program MY ROAD via the College Board website.
The SAT is absolutely necessary when thinking about college. Students must register online at
www.collegeboard.org to take the SAT. It is given seven times during the course of the school year.
This year it will be given to all juniors on March 4, 2020 during the school day, here at MVBHS, free
of charge. This year’s additional test dates are as follows:
Test Date
Deadline for
applying

This exam tests your ability in critical reading, mathematical reasoning and writing skills. The exam
is three hours and 45 minutes long. Tests scheduled in October through March are usually taken
by Seniors while tests given in May and June are often preferred by Juniors. The tests can be taken
more than once and are often taken two or three times with the goal of improving scores.
There are also subject area-specific exams given separately at the same time as the SAT Exams
(check website for schedule, these exams need to be registered for separately). These are called
SAT Subject Tests. They vary in content. They include the Language Arts exam (with a composition
component), different Foreign Language exams, three or four different Science exams, Mathematics
exams as well as American and Global History exams, among others. It is recommended that SAT
Subject Exams be taken once a course of study is finished.
More information about PSAT/NMSQT SAT exams can be
obtained through the College Office and by checking on
the College Board website www.collegeboard.org.
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COLLEGE READINESS

A MONTHLY PLANNER TO PREPARE FOR COLLEGE IN EACH GRADE
9th GRADE
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER

Get to know your school advisors, teachers, and principal.

Find out how many credits and courses you need to graduate from high school.

Meet with your high school guidance counselor to create a 4-year plan that includes college preparation.

Get involved in extra-curricular activities. Colleges are interested in the way you spend your extra time.

Attend your high school’s college fair.
OCTOBER

Myth – I don’t have the grades to get into college.

Fact – There is a place for any student who wants to go to college.

Fact – A college degree is required for more jobs than ever. College graduates earn an average of
84% more than high school graduates. A certificate or degree may be a requirement for the job or career you want.

Attend local college fairs.
NOVEMBER

Begin to involve family in the college choice process.

Put forth your best academic effort in these next years.

Use the internet to start your college search. Go to: www.collegeboard.com/quickstart, to begin to develop a range of colleges.

Explore different types of colleges – private, public, professional and arts.

Continue to study hard and get good grades.
DECEMBER

Take a virtual tour of or visit a college campus. New York City has dozens of colleges, all just a subway ride away.

Research and apply for summer programs and internships. Pay attention to program deadlines so you don’t miss out on valuable opportunities.

Talk with graduates who are home from college.

Talk to your classmates and friends about your college plans. Friends can be a great support system in your college planning process.
JANUARY

Prepare for final exams and Regents.

Develop a preliminary list of colleges (8-12 choices).

Meet with your high school guidance counselor to review your grades and determine which Regents exams you should take in June.

Study hard.

Do well in school. You should try to earn at least 14 credits in 9th grade.
FEBRUARY

Myth – I don’t have anyone to help me figure out the college planning and application process.

Fact – Your high school guidance counselor is a great resource and can help you start planning for college as early as 9th grade.

Get support from your high school guidance counselor, teachers and principal. They have all been to college and can help you get there. Talk to them
about your dream career and ask for their advice about what you need to do to achieve it.

Continue to study hard.
MARCH

Start planning. With your guidance counselor’s help, map out a 4-year plan for the classes you need to take in high school. Colleges look at all 4 years
of your high school transcript. Take at least 1 Regents exam by the end of the 9th grade, if possible.

Engage your mind. Find a fun afterschool activity like chess, drama, band, karate, dance, volunteering, volleyball or a college-access program. During
the summer, get involved in a summer program or internship. Ask your high school guidance counselor for some help.

Continue to study hard.

Go for tutoring.
APRIL

There are more college guides on the web. Visit different sites for valuable tools and additional resources.

Apply for working papers. (Remember, you must be 15 to work in New York City.)
MAY

Prepare for Regents exams.

Take challenging classes. Many colleges prefer students who have taken 4 years of math. Taking Advanced Placement classes and College Now
classes can make your college application stand out.

Find out about and register for a College Now course.

What Is College Now?
o
The College Now program allows students from NYC public high schools to experience college life while still in high school. Students can
take college-level classes at their local CUNY campus for free or visit www.collegenow.cuny.edu.
JUNE

Prepare for and take Regents exams.

Go for tutoring.
SUMMER

Colleges want to know how you spend your time each summer.

Find a summer program, internship, or job that you will enjoy – and remember to get working papers if you find a job.

Read at least 3 books for fun. Visit a college.
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COLLEGE READINESS

A MONTHLY PLANNER TO PREPARE FOR COLLEGE IN EACH GRADE
10TH GRADE
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER

Attend your high school’s college fair
o
Myth – I don’t have the grades to get into college.
o
Fact – There is a place for any student who wants to go to college.
o
Fact – A college degree is required for more jobs than ever. College graduates earn an average of 80% more than high school graduates.
A certificate or degree may be a requirement for the job or career you want.
OCTOBER

Take the PSAT

Develop a list of interests

Attend local college fairs.

Attend your school’s Parent College Information Night.

Review your transcript and evaluate your progress with your 4-year plan.

NOVEMBER

Begin to involve parents in the college choice process.

Put forth your best academic effort in these next years.

Use the internet to start your college search.

Explore different types of colleges - private, public, professional, and arts.
DECEMBER

Using PSAT results and materials and the website www.collegeboard.com/quickstart, begin to develop range of colleges.

Talk with graduates who are home from college.

Continue to study hard & get good grades.
JANUARY

Prepare for final exams and Regents.

Develop a preliminary list of colleges (8-12 choices).

Meet with your high school guidance counselor to review your grades and determine which Regents exams you should take in June.

Study hard.
FEBRUARY

Get support from your high school guidance counselor, teachers and principal. They have all been to college and can help you get there. Talk to them
about your dream career and ask for their advice about what you need to do to achieve it
o
Myth – I don’t have anyone to help me figure out the college planning and application process.
o
Fact – Your high school guidance counselor is a great resource and can help you start planning for college as early as 9th grade.
MARCH

There are more college guides on the web. Visit those sites for valuable tools and additional resources.

By the end of 10th grade, you should take three Regents exams: math, science and history.

Ask your high school guidance counselor and teachers if they know of any summer opportunities.

Apply for working papers. (Remember, you must be 15 to work in New York City.)

Go for tutoring.
APRIL

Meet with your high school guidance counselor to:

Discuss your academic progress,

Review your 4-year course plan and choose the classes you need to take next year,

Discuss your summer plans

Ask about Advanced Placement classes

Find out about and register for a College Now course.

What Is College Now?

The College Now program allows students from NYC public high schools to experience college life while still in high school. Students can
take college-level classes at their local CUNY campus for free or visit www.collegenow.cuny.edu.
MAY

Prepare for Regents exams.

Take challenging classes. Many colleges prefer students who have taken 4 years of math. Taking Advanced Placement classes and College Now
classes can make your college application stand out.

For information about summer jobs for teens and how to obtain working papers, go to NYC’s Summer Youth Employment website.

Continue to study hard.

Go for tutoring..
JUNE

Prepare for and take Regents exams.

Go for tutoring.
SUMMER

Colleges want to know how you spend your time each summer.

Find a summer program, internship, or job that you will enjoy – and remember to get working papers if you find a job.

Read at least 3 books for fun.

Visit a college
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COLLEGE READINESS

A MONTHLY PLANNER TO PREPARE FOR COLLEGE IN EACH GRADE
11TH GRADE
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER

Think about career plans.

Plan next two years’ extracurricular and community service activities.

Be sure to have your Social Security number

Start thinking about financing college education.

Plan a challenging academic program

Attend your high school’s college fair.
OCTOBER

Take the PSAT

Develop a list of interests

Study hard

Start volunteer work

Attend local college fairs.

Attend your school’s Parent College Information Night.
NOVEMBER

Begin to involve parents in college choice process

Put forth best academic effort in these last years

Use the internet to start college search.
DECEMBER

Using PSAT results and materials and the website www.collegeboard.com/quickstart, begin to develop range of colleges

Talk with graduates who are home from college.

Attend your school’s Financial Aid Night..
JANUARY

Prepare for final exams – colleges look carefully at junior year grades

Develop a preliminary list of colleges (8-12 choices)

Find out which college entrance exams are required for your colleges – SAT I, II, ACT).
FEBRUARY

Plan senior year courses.

Begin college search

Research interesting and challenging summer courses, jobs or activities

Register/prepare for March SAT. Be sure to use college codes on registration form – (one code for all CUNY colleges – 2950).
MARCH

Consider taking the SAT II in courses you are finishing this year - if your colleges require them, take the SAT II.

SAT – take exam/send scores

Apply for proposed summer activities

Register for May/June SAT I. Remember to use college codes on registration form.

Arrange springtime college visits and interviews. Make appointments to see both the admissions and the financial aid officers at each school.
APRIL

College Office provides SUNY applications and instructions for the ONLINE ONLY – CUNY application. You must write, call, use internet to request
ALL other applications and catalogs.

Explore Early Decision/Early Action options – Deadlines come in early fall term of senior year.

See August/September – Senior in the local library or college office
MAY

Identify teachers whom you may ask for recommendations (Approach these teachers in Sep/Oct of senior year.)

SAT – take exam/send scores

AP exams

Use the internet and college guide books in the local library or college office.
JUNE

Take SAT/send scores

Continue college search

Arrange college visits and interviews for summer.
SUMMER

Do something extraordinary.

Obtain a job or volunteer in a field related to your career/personal interests

Review for SATs

Do something extraordinary.

Obtain a job or volunteer in a field related to your career/personal interests

Review for SATs.

Visit a college.
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COLLEGE READINESS
A MONTHLY PLANNER TO PREPARE FOR COLLEGE IN EACH GRADE
12TH GRADE
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER

Register (online) early for Oct. or Nov. SAT. Use college codes when registering – (one code for all CUNY colleges – 2950)

Extracurricular/community activities- Get Involved! Develop your interests.

Consider your responsibilities if applying Early Decision/Early Action. See your school’s college counselor immediately.

The College Office provides SUNY applications and instructions for the ONLINE ONLY – CUNY application. You must write, call, or go online to
request ALL other applications and catalogs.

Begin drafts of essays.

Plan college visits and interviews (remember thank you letters).

Attend your school’s college night.
OCTOBER

File FAFSA form as soon as possible AFTER October 1

Review for SAT – take exam

Review your transcript for errors

Attend local college fairs

Ask teachers for recommendations

Begin filling out applications

Be aware of deadlines if applying Early Decision/Action. Pick up CSS Financial Aid Form, in College Office, if your colleges require it.

Register for the December SAT. Use college codes on registration form (CUNY code=2950).

Finalize college list (between 5-7 choices)

Attend Van Buren’s Parent College Information Night.
NOVEMBER

Take the SAT. Be sure you used your colleges’ codes to send scores.

Keep organized and up to date!

Submit completed college/scholarship applications to your school’s college office.

Request information about scholarships and financial aid from your target colleges.

Check/apply for private outside scholarships.

Remember: College/scholarship applications are due to College Office 2 weeks in advance of any deadline.

Applications for highly selective colleges may be due earlier. Compile a list of highly selective colleges.
DECEMBER

SAT – Take exam/send scores.

Finish all draft applications and essays.

Submit ALL remaining applications to College Office by the appropriate deadline

Obtain FAFSA (Federal Financial Aid Form) from College Office.

Talk to graduates who are home from college for their insight.

Attend your high school’s Financial Aid Night.
JANUARY

Take the SAT – if needed.

If your college requests them, submit mid-year grade request forms and envelopes to your high school’s college office.

KEEP COPIES OF ALL FORMS YOU SUBMIT.

See your high school’s college counselor if you have not yet had your college interview.
FEBRUARY

Check the deadline for A.P. exams.

If you are planning to attend college in the state of NY, file a TAP application.
MARCH

Continue search for scholarships. Try places of worship, parents’ employers and websites.

Look for Student Aid Report (SAR) in the mail. Contact your college’s financial aid office. Ask what else you need to do to maintain financial aid
eligibility.

HAND IN COPIES OF ALL OFFERS OF ADMISSION & SCHOLARSHIPS to your high school’s college office.
APRIL

Review college responses and aid offers with parents and counselors.

Visit as many colleges as possible to help you make your final decision.

Make final decision – send deposit by May 1st.

Notify other schools that you will not be attending.
MAY

A.P. exams

Fill out dorm forms, if applicable.

Check arrangements for any college loans

Send original, signed SAR (Student Aid Report) to your chosen college.
JUNE
SUMMER

Graduation!

Enjoy yourself! You deserve it! Good luck!

Submit final transcript request envelopes for colleges which require them.


Finalize summer plans.
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Informative College & Career Websites
Testing Information:



College Board : www.collegeboard.org
ACT Testing: www.actstudent.org

College And Career Planning















Education Planner: www.educationplanner.com
College Fairs: www.nacacnet.org
Career Cruising: www.careercruising.com
Career One Stop: www.careerinfonet.net
Career Interest Inventory: www.mymajors.com
Mapping Your Future: www.mappingyourfuture.org
Career Resource Center: www.careers.org
Career Zone: www.careerzone.ny.org
Zinch: www.zinch.com
Peterson’s Education Center: www.petersons.com
PrincetonReview: www.princetonreview.com
My Future: www.myfuture .com
NYC College Line: www.NYCcollegeline.org
US College Search: www.uscollegesearch.org

Financial Aid:




FAFSA on the Web: www.fafsa.ed.gov
FinAid: Financial Aid Information Page: www.finaid.org
FastWeb/scholarship search program: www.fastweb.com

Study Abroad:


www.studyabroad.com

Occupational Outlook Handbook:


www.bls.gov/oco

Salary Information:


www.salary.com

Additional Websites:










US Department of Labor: www.doleta.gov
NY State Jobs: www.statejobsny.com
NYS Civil Service Jobs: www.labor.ny.gov & www.cs.ny.gov
NYC Civil Service Jobs: http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcas/html/work/work.shtml
Nassau County Civil Service Jobs: www.nassaucivilservice.com
Suffolk County Civil Service Jobs: www.suffolkcountyny.gov
Pennsylvania Civil Service Jobs: www.scsc.state.pa.us
New Jersey Civil Service Jobs: www.state.nj.us/csc/seekers/jobs/announcements
Connecticut Civil Service Jobs: http://das.ct.gov
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COLLEGE NOW
Ms. Christine Stamberg, College Now Coordinator, Room 146
COLLEGE NOW is a wonderful extra educational program that links high schools and colleges
in joining forces to develop students’ skills and enhance educational
experiences by preparing students in high school for college.
Students at Van Buren have the opportunity to sign up for the College
Now Program, sponsored by Queensborough Community College. Any
student who is interested in participating in this program should see
Ms. Stamberg in Room 146 during their lunch periods.
The College Now courses offered to 11th and 12th graders are given after
the regular school day and at no cost to the students. Course offerings
include Business, Computer Science, Speech, English 101, Health, Biology and Sociology.
Preparation classes for Regents and SATs are also offered. Students are able to earn college
credits upon successful completion of the 11th and 12th grade courses.

COLLEGE ACCEPTANCE PRIORITY SEQUENCE










Grades in the four major subjects
Strength of Curriculum (i.e. AP Courses)
SAT and/or ACT
Overall High School Average (GPA)
College Essay
Student Demonstrated Interest
Class Rank
Extracurricular Activities
Teacher and Counselor Recommendations
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STUDENT ORGANIZATION

Mr. Brian Greenspan, Coordinator of Student Affairs, Room B72
The Student Organization at Martin Van Buren High School is instrumental
in planning, developing and implementing our school's extra-curricular
activities, clubs, special events, fundraisers, and other community-based
projects. These include working with organizations on community service
projects. The Student Organization has contributed to/collaborated with,
Youth Onstage/All-Stars Project, Inc., National Traffic Safety Institute,
Police Athletic League Performing Arts Program, National Coalition for the
Homeless, American Diabetes Association, Tourniquet, Inc., SNAP Senior Center, North Shore
Animal League, Common Cents-Penny Harvest, City Harvest, St. Jude's Children's Hospital, AntiDefamation League, Windsor Park Nursing Home, P.S. 33, among many others.

STUDENT ORGANIZATION & STUDENT GROUPS:












STUDENT ORGANIZATION EXECUTIVE BOARD
STUDENT ORGANIZATION REPRESENTATIVES
SENIOR EXECUTIVE BOARD
CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL
FRESHMEN COUNCIL
SCHOLARS
ARISTA HONOR SOCIETY
ACE PROGRAM
S.O.A.R. PROGRAM
LEVEL UP
MY BROTHER’S KEEPER/MY SISTER’S KEEPER

Van Buren students have participated and are members of:
Borough Student Advisory Council, School Leadership Team, Breast Cancer Walk, World Aids Day,
Hunger Awareness, NYS council on Leadership and Student Activities, Borough President’s Queens
Youth Board and Peer 2 Peer.

There are also many school events we offer. Just to name a few, we
have:
 Winter & Spring Festivals for the









Performing Arts
Open Mic nights
Homecoming
Three Senior Spirit Events
Talent Show
Movie Day
Auction Carnival
Valentines Store
Trips to Mets Games @Citi Field











Trips to Red Storm Games @St. Johns
Plymouth Rock Pie Eating Contest
International Festival
Fashion Show
Winter & Spring Dances
Student Recognition Nights
Annual Six Flags Trip
Dave & Busters Trip
Spelling Bee and more!
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Van Buren High School has a Leadership Program

designed to cultivate
leadership skills, educate and raise awareness levels of in-school and out-of-school social issues and
concerns, including bullying and discrimination.

Some of our current & recent clubs/after-school student groups:

ANIME CLUB
CHEERLEADERS

ART CLUB
DESI CLUB
ENVIRONMENTAL CLUB EQUALITY 4 ALL
GAMES CLUB
MULTICULTURAL CLUB
SCIENCE CLUB
WWE CLUB

BAKING CLUB
DRAMA CLUB
FITNESS CLUB
ROBOTICS TEAM
YEARBOOK COMMITTEE

Van Buren also competes in the following PSAL sports:



















Baseball Boys Varsity
Basketball Boys Jr. Varsity
Basketball Boys Varsity
Basketball Girls Varsity
Cricket Coed Varsity
Indoor Track Boys

If interested in joining a
sports team, please speak to
your Gym Teacher, Athletics
Director Mr. Smaragdas, or
COSA Mr. Greenspan.

Indoor Track Girls
Outdoor Track Boys
Outdoor Track Girls
Soccer Boys Varsity
Soccer Girls Varsity
Softball Girls Varsity
Tennis Girls Varsity
Volleyball Boys Varsity
Volleyball Girls Jr. Varsity
Volleyball Girls Varsity
Bowling Girls
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SAPIS
The Youth Development Program, located in Room 135, cubicle G, allows students to meet with a
specially trained Youth Development Counselor about issues related to healthy decision making.
The focus of the program is to increase awareness and provide support regarding substance and
alcohol abuse, suicide prevention, HIV-AIDS, peer pressure, development of self-esteem and
violence prevention.

Teens utilize the Youth Development Program as a resource center for questions, support and
referrals to community based organizations which provide a specific service to teens. Positive social
interaction, school wide projects, educational workshops and group discussions are a few of our
traditional activities.

SPARK
(Students Promoting Awareness, Responsibility, and Knowledge)
Peer Helpers are specifically selected and trained students who are available to provide peer to
peer support on academic, social and other common issues that one experiences during the high
school years. Peer Helpers adhere to strict codes of discretion and work under the supervision of
the SPARK Peer Trainer.
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ATTENDANCE OFFICE

Room 174, telephone extensions 1740, 1741, 1742, 1743, 1744
Good attendance is critical to a successful high school experience for your child. All matters
pertaining to daily and classroom attendance are handled in the Attendance Office.

Address, telephone and name updates are also issued from the Attendance Office.
DAILY ATTENDANCE: In order to be marked present, students MUST be in their correct classroom at the
correct start time of the class. Subject class attendance is taken EVERY period of EVERY day. Simply
being present in the building DOES NOT qualify as attendance.
LATENESS: Students who are unavoidably late should bring either a doctor’s note or a signed note from
their parent/guardian, including the parent’s/guardian’s daytime telephone number. Students who are late
to school without a verified note or parent/guardian contact will put their graduation at risk!
ABSENCES: Students should make every effort to attend school every day. If a child is absent, he/she
should bring a note from his/her parent/guardian on the first day that they return to school. The note should
include the parent’s/guardian’s daytime telephone number so that the absence can be verified. The student
should have each of his/her classroom teachers sign the note (so that they can take it into account when
calculating the child’s grade), and then leave the note in the Attendance Office (so that the note can be
included in the child’s biographical record).
EXTENDED ABSENCES: If a student will be absent for 3 or more days, both the attendance office and
the child’s guidance counselor should be contacted.
SUSPENSIONS AND ATTENDANCE: If your child is suspended, whether in-house or to an alternative site,
you WILL continue to receive the daily absence telephone call from Van Buren. Once the Attendance Office
receives confirmation from either the in-house office or the off-site facility that the child attended as required,
his/her daily attendance will be corrected.
TRIPS AND ATTENDANCE: If your child goes on a school-sponsored trip during a regular school day,
you WILL receive the daily absence telephone call from Van Buren. Your child's attendance will be
corrected after the trip roster is turned in to the Attendance Office.
PARENT/GUARDIAN INQUIRIES: The Attendance Office urges all parents to call regularly to confirm their
child’s attendance. It is best to call between the hours of 8:00 AM and 12 PM, and to have your child’s OSIS
number (or NYC Student ID number) available. If you request “Period Attendance”, we can tell all the periods
that your child has missed during the previous week.
BIOGRAPHICAL UPDATES: It is imperative that the school have current and
address and telephone information on all of our students. All changes of telephone
numbers and addresses should be reported to the attendance office, accompanied by
a utility bill. You will be missing important information and opportunities if your
address and telephone number is not updated!

correct

In order to get good grades, you need to be in school every day!
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TRANSPORTATION
Room B74, telephone extension 5742

METROCARDS
Students will receive the following levels of Metro cards based on the distance that they live from
the school. These criteria are set by the Office of Pupil Transportation.
If you live:
½ mile or more miles from the school........................................full fare Metro card
Less than ½ mile from the school.........................................not entitled to Metro card
Students may pick up Metro cards during their lunch period. They MUST show their program card
and school ID.

LOST OR STOLEN METRO CARDS
Students are issued one Metrocard at the beginning of each term. If the card is lost or destroyed,
there is a wait period of 5 - 7 school days before a new card can be issued. If the card is lost or
destroyed for the 2nd time or more, there is a wait period of 10 days before a new card can be issued.

Students will be responsible for their own transportation fares during this time.
Students must report lost cards in the Metrocard Office, B74 and they will be required to show their
school I.D. AND their program card.
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BREAKFAST AND LUNCH
ALL students MUST have a completed lunch application on file that is signed by the parent
or guardian REGARDLESS of eligibility. Completed lunch applications can be returned to
your teachers, counselors or Room 105 (APO Office).
Apply online at nyc.applyforlunch.com. It is fast, and it is easy!

A full and nutritious BREAKFAST is available to all students 7:30 AM - 8:00 AM
every school day in the student cafeteria. It is very important for all students to
begin their day with a good, healthy and tasty breakfast. Studies have shown
that students think more clearly and have the energy necessary to get them
through their hectic day.

LUNCH is scheduled for periods 4, 6, and 7, and ALL students receive free lunch.

WORKING PAPERS
If a student is under eighteen years of age, he/she must obtain working papers in order to hold a
part time job outside of school hours.
Applications for working papers are issued in room 135 by Ms. Jones Pridgen or in Room 101 by
Mr. Chew during specific periods and days (check schedule on the door) for students between the
ages of 14-17. For working papers, a medical examination, birth certificate and parent/guardian
permission are necessary.
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HELPFUL HINTS

FOR ACADEMIC SUCCESS IN ALL SUBJECTS
Believe in yourself! Believe you can and recognize the talents and abilities you have.
Attend every class. Be on time. REMEMBER: Absence, lateness and cutting may
lower your grade
Be prepared; bring notebooks, pens, pencils, folders (and any other needed materials)
daily.
Keep a calendar of assignments, tests and quizzes. Make “TO-DO” lists.
Do assigned homework and study each day. Do not fall behind! Bring homework to
class.
Work on big projects a little at a time instead of waiting for the last minute.
Make up all missed assignments, quizzes and tests. Ask how you can improve an
unsatisfactory grade.
Exchange phone numbers with someone in each class so you can keep up with work
if you are absent.
If you will be absent for two or more days, call the school and speak with your
Guidance Counselor and inform the Attendance Office. We can then arrange to get
assignments for you.
Study every day; review your notes daily; review material the night before a test and
get a good night’s sleep! Have an organized program of study. If possible, study the
same time and place each day. Use the school and public library if you need a quiet
area.
Take good notes during class and keep a neat, carefully kept and well organized
notebook. A three-hole loose-leaf binder with a section for each class has proven most
effective. Pens and pencils must be brought to school each day as well as your
program card and school ID.
Textbooks are distributed in subject classes. You are held responsible for them while
they are on loan to you. Write your name and homeroom in each one. Cover each
text to minimize wear and tear and bring the books to school when requested by
teachers. If you lose a textbook, you will be required to pay for a replacement.
Choose your friends wisely. Be your own person and do the right thing!
Get help before it is too late…find out about tutoring opportunities from your subject
class teacher or guidance counselor. If there is a subject you feel weak in, ask for
help…don’t wait to the last minute!
44

PARENT TEACHER
ASSOCIATION
The Parent Teacher Association (PTA) of
Martin Van Buren High School was established
to promote the educational excellence of the
school and welfare of its students. Since then,
it has served as a conduit for the transmission
of parental concerns to the administration. The
association works closely with the Principal and
acts as a communications system between
parents and school for the exchange of views in
both academic and non-academic areas.
Parents are welcome to attend all general meetings, which are held
monthly in the school library or Room 159. Occasionally meetings (many
with guest speakers) are held in the school auditorium. Topics discussed
focus on educational issues and our school community, as well as an
exchange of ideas which always enlivens the evening. These meetings
are publicized in advance through the school website, and flyers are
backpacked home to the parents/guardians.
The Association has been able to provide funds and services for student
educational and co-curricular activities through fund raising. The Parent
Teacher Association is also proud of its Scholarship Fund, which makes
monetary awards to eligible members of the senior class to help with
college expenses.
Parents are urged to take an active part in the Association’s operations.
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PARENTS/GUARDIANS,
BE INFORMED!

Mr. Russell Chew, Parent Coordinator, Room 101
Martin Van Buren High School is committed to excellence.
We offer many services that address the academic, social
and emotional needs of your child. Working together, we can
ensure a successful journey through the high school
experience.

INVOLVED PARENTS = SUCCESSFUL STUDENTS!
PARENTS MUST KEEP THEMSELVES INFORMED
OF WHAT IS GOING ON IN THEIR CHILD’S SCHOOL
AND HOW THEIR CHILD IS DOING!

HERE ARE SOME WAYS TO KEEP INFORMED


ATTEND PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES EACH
SEMESTER
(November 21 & 22, 2019, and March 19 & 20, 2020)



SPEAK WITH Van Buren’s PARENT COORDINATOR:
Mr. Russell Chew, located in Room 101,
Phone Number 718 776-4728, extension 1010



ATTEND TWO COMMUNITY SCHOOL EVENINGS (September
26, 2019 and May 21, 2020)




BE AWARE OF REPORT CARD DATES....ASK YOUR CHILD
FOR HIS/HER REPORT CARD



ATTEND PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION MEETINGS EACH
MONTH



READ THE PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION BULLETINS



CHECK THE SCHOOL WEBSITE AT www.thenewmvb.com



CONSULT THE DOE and SCHOOL CALENDAR



SPEAK TO YOUR CHILD ABOUT SCHOOL EVENTS



SIGN UP FOR PUPIL PATH, AN ONLINE PROGRAM THAT YOU
CAN MONITOR YOUR CHILD’S GRADES AND ATTENDANCE
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PUPIL PATH - Parent/Guardian/Student Portal
Ms. Monika Vora Pupil Path Coordinator, Room 168



Parent / Student online access to student transcripts, graduation eligibility
reports, programs, learning goals, grades and daily/course attendance.



Easily view student’s course grade book, assignments, handouts, website
links and student progress reports.



View Student Graduation Tracking, Progress Reports and Teacher
Collaboration.



Teacher Communicator Tool for one-click messaging and teacher notes.



Instantly receive school announcements, new calendar listings and
upcoming events.



Email reminders and alert about Saturday School, SAT/PSAT, Regents
Exams, and other upcoming events in our community

To get started, you need:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

A computer with Internet Access
Go to www.pupilpath.com
An e-mail address
Your child’s Student ID number
An access code

You can get your access code from the
Program Office, Room 168.
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QUICK REFERENCE SHEET

Who? What? Where?
FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION CONCERNING EVENTS, VARIOUS UPDATES, ETC.
VISIT OUR WEBISTE AT www.newmvb.com

WADO (1280 AM)
WBLS (107.5 FM)
WNYE (91.5 FM)

STATIONS

WINS (1010 AM)
WCBS (880 AM)
WABC (770 AM)
WLIB (1190 AM)

TV

RADIO
STATIONS

FOR SCHOOL CLOSINGS, WEATHER ALERTS, ETC, PLEASE LISTEN TO:
WCBS (Channel 2)
WNBC (Channel 4)
WNYW (Fox Channel 5)
WABC (Channel 7)
WNYE (Channel 25)
"NY1" (Channel 1 on cable television)

You can also call the NYC Information Line at “311” or go to the Home Page of the
NYC Department of Education website at http://schools.nyc.gov/

School doors are open at 7:40 AM for breakfast
Students are advised to be in school at least 15 minutes prior to the beginning of their first class.
Students may not leave school during their lunch period.
Report cards are issued 6 times a year
(There are 2 terms in the school year, with 3 report cards issued each term)

Administrators:
Principal
A.P. Pupil Personnel Services
A.P. Security, Physical Education & Health
A.P. Organization
A.P. Business, Art, Music & Math
A.P. English, ENL & Library
A.P. Instructional Support Services
A.P. Science & World Languages
A.P. Social Studies

Ms. Tracy Martinez
Mr. Raj Chattoo
Mr. Gus Smaragdas
Mr. Vladimir Hurych
Ms. Cathy Kross
Mr. Brian Panepinto
Mr. Thomas Mehldau
Ms. Marie Jean
Mr. Kevin Shult

Room 113
Room 139
Room 157
Room 105
Room 182
Room 383
Room 201
Room 248
Room 275

Important Offices
Attendance
College
COSA
Deans
Lost and Found
Main Office, Admissions,
Records
Metro Cards

Room 174
Room 146
Room B72
Room 157
Room 157
Room 115
Room B74

Nurse
Parent Coordinator
Programming
Pupil Personnel Services
Working Papers
Youth Development,
SPARK
Lunch Applications

Room 102
Room 101
Room 168
Room 135,139
Room 101,135
Room 135
Room 105
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WHERE DO I GO FOR
QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS?
ISSUES
Absences or Lateness
Athletics
Classroom Problems
College Applications and
Financial Aid
Conflicts Between Students
ENL Questions
Extra-Curricular Activities, clubs
Illness, Medical issues,
Immunizations
Instructional Support Services
Metro Cards
Parent/Guardian Concerns
Personal Problems
Program Planning
Diploma Requirements
Questions About Homework
Safety, Security, Disciplinary Matters
Sports Teams
Substance Abuse
Transcripts
Transfer to Another School
Tutoring

CONTACT
Attendance Office, Room 174
Athletic Director, Room 157
Assistant Principal of Subject Area
College Advisor, Room 146
Guidance Counselor, Room 139 or 135
Deans Office, Room 157
ENL Coordinator, Room 135d
Coordinator of Student Affairs, Room B72
Nurse’s Office, Room 102
Assistant Principal/Instructional Support Services,
Room 201
Metro Card Office, Room B74
Parent Coordinator, Room 101
Guidance Counselor, Room 139 or 135
Guidance Counselor, Room 139 or 135
Classroom Teachers
Deans, Room 157
Athletic Director, Mr. Smaragdas, Room 157
Youth Development Counselor; Room 135
Guidance Counselor, Room 139 or 135
Guidance Counselor, Room 139 or 135
Guidance Counselor, Room 139 or 135
Classroom Teachers, Guidance Counselor

The space below may be used to record names and numbers that you will use frequently:
NAME

TITLE

PHONE NUMBER

ROOM #
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ESSENTIALS FOR YOUR
CHILD’S SUCCESS

Daily attendance in school is essential for your child’s success!
 Talk to your child about school.
 Know your child’s program - the classes he/she takes and the teachers’ names.
 Check to see that your child brings his/her books to and from school every day.
 Check your child’s notebook to see that there is classwork and homework every
day for every class listed on his/her program.

 Ask to see exams.
 Check your child’s report cards for grades and attendance.
 Watch for mail from school (make sure your address and telephone number are
correct in the Attendance Office!)

 Call your child’s Guidance Counselor if you suspect a problem.
 Come to Fall (November 21 and 22, 2019) and Spring (March 19 and 20, 2020)
Parent Teacher Conferences to speak with your child’s teachers.

 Know your school calendar.
 Avoid keeping your child at home to:
- Family vacations
- Wait for a delivery or workman
- Take care of younger children
- Work in a family business
- Do housework

THESE ABSENCES
ARE ILLEGAL !

- Run an errand
- Act as an interpreter

 Avoid keeping your child home because of bad weather. If school is open, your child
should be there.

 Avoid allowing your child to stay home unless he/she is really too sick to come to
school.

 Avoid extended family vacations or prolonged visits outside the country.
 Schedule all medical appointments after school and on weekends.
 Daily study is essential for academic success!
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WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP
YOUR CHILD WITH
HOMEWORK?







Check to see that assignments are done each night.
Insist that homework be finished before recreational activities
begin.
Provide a time and place for studying.
Examine corrected assignments and note the teacher’s
comments.
If your child needs help but is uncomfortable or doesn’t want to
ask for it, suggest that he/she attend Tutoring classes after
school or during lunch



Email/call your child’s Teacher and/or Guidance Counselor.



Come to school if the problem persists and is serious.



Join the Parent Teacher Association to network with other
concerned parents.
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SCHOOL LEADERSHIP TEAM
The mission of Martin Van Buren High School is to develop the
leaders of tomorrow by preparing all students to meet the high
academic, civic, and workforce challenges of the twenty-first
century.
We believe that strong leadership throughout our united
community of faculty members, students, parents and guardians
will move us toward our goals.
We, therefore, hold in the highest of regard the initiative, innovation, planning, effort and
teamwork that result in academic rigor, in standard setting student performance and in
continuous school improvement.
The School Leadership Team serves:
 to develop a focused educational vision for the school by bringing together all
shareholders (parents/guardians, teachers, administrators, other school staff and
students) in developing an academic plan to meet the needs of all students
 as a communication link for the entire school community
 to develop educational strategies and align resources for implementation
 to use data to evaluate the quality of the school’s educational program and its
effect on student achievement
 to develop the school’s Comprehensive Educational Plan (CEP) including goals
and objectives
 to collaborate on a school based budget to support the CEP
Parents/Guardians are an integral component of the school community and are always
encouraged to become involved in opportunities to contribute and support and be
involved in their child’s education.
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Business and Technology Department
Ms. Catherine Kross, Assistant Principal

Business and Technology Course Offerings





BUSINESS MANAGEMENT
WORD/EXCEL I, II
WEB DESIGN
INTRO to BUSINESS FINANCING

Additional Business and Technology Offerings




The Exploring Program, which offers opportunities for students to visit businesses
throughout the city after school
The Internship Program helps place students into unpaid and paid internships
Career Week Events

Special Program
**Computer Technology Program
Students who apply for the Computer Technology Program will be programmed in a
Technology/Business Sequence which will prepare them for college business courses.
Courses in Computer Technology, with advanced training in courses such as Programming (JAVA),
and Computer Networking (Cisco C++). Course sequences will lead to technical certification in Cisco,
A+ and JAVA.
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English Department

Mr. Brian Panepinto, Assistant Principal

The mission of Van Buren’s English Department is explicit: to use practiced literacy that affirms
the touchstones of academia, for those sources spring great power and freedom.
Proficiency in reading, writing, speaking, and listening forms the foundation of achievement in
all academic areas.
The English Department strives to give students the literacy skills they need to succeed in school and
in the workplace. As they discuss universal themes in literature, students learn to listen critically and
defend their views orally and in writing. The English Department is preparing our students to meet the
challenges of the 21st Century workplace.
Exciting and creative activities fostered through the English Department:







Students who pass the Advanced Placement Course in English Literature and Composition with a
score of 3 or 4 can earn up to three college credits at many colleges and universities
Drama classes produce live shows and video clips throughout the year
Our students participate in many writing contests including the Random House Creative Writing
Competition
Every April the English Department leads the celebration of National Poetry Month
Students have the opportunity to delve into the exciting world of journalism producing “The Beeline,”
the school newspaper
The very popular creative writing classes produce our literary magazine, “Currents”

The English Department fosters student success in a number of ways:


It has implemented a curriculum that integrates Regents tasks into instruction in order to maintain
high passing rates on standardized examinations. Saturday immersion programs in January and
June for Regents preparation further promote student achievement.



Van Buren’s English teachers, practicing professionals, implement research-based strategies that
increase the likelihood of student success.

English Course Offerings
The English program is a four-year sequence offering challenging courses across the grades. Special
programs include grade-level honors classes; College Now program offering college credit courses;
drama classes; and reading and writing acceleration classes. In addition to the study of literature and
the practice of oral and written communication skills, each course offers specialized units that address
such areas as media study, myth and folklore.
*Honors classes are offered to students based on teacher recommendation, high scholastic ability as
evidenced generally in a minimum grade of 90, and commitment to the rigors of the curriculum.
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Freshman English - Introduction to English-Theme: "The Search for Identity" -Introduction to the
various literary genres (novel, short stories, drama, essays, speeches and poetry).
Sophomore English - World Literature-Theme: "The Individual as a Member of Society"- character
development and the individual struggle to adapt to a changing world; study of myth and folklore.
Junior English - The American Experience-Theme: "The American Identity and Search for Dignity and
Worth in a Growing Nation" –A study of the American experience.
Senior English 7 - English literature- Theme: "Man's Struggle for Ethical Standards; The Quest for
Survival in a Complex World" -A study of the English literary heritage, Anglo-Saxon to 18th century
periods.
Senior English 8 - English and world literature- Theme: "Man's Search for Values in an Uncertain
World" -The search for universal values; emphasis on 20th-century works.
Honors-Level Courses – Honors courses are available in all grades;
PRE-REQUISITE: Grade of 90 and above in previous non-Honors course. To remain in an Honorslevel course, students must achieve a grade of at least 85.

Other English Courses
Creative Writing I-II - The creative writing classes incorporate various strategies that develop student
proficiency in writing. Students are encouraged to develop their own creative expression through the
written word.
Sophomore English Literature-Accelerated Reading - The Accelerated Reading Course is designed
to improve reading and study skills, especially in the content areas. Its objectives are to familiarize
students with different reading strategies, to help students identify and comprehend material that is
written on a variety of levels, to engage students in problem solving, to develop habits of proficient
readers, and to promote effective study skills.
Introduction to Journalism – The Introduction to Journalism Course is designed for students with
interests in the world around them, in advanced writing, and in learning formats specifically designed
for the dissemination of information to a wide audience. This course will establish solid skills in the five
major areas of journalism: reporting, writing, production, ethics, and teamwork; and will provide
students with the foundation necessary to pursue more advanced areas of journalism.
Advanced Placement English Language –aligns to an introductory college-level rhetoric and writing
curriculum. Students evaluate, synthesize, and cite research to support their arguments. Throughout
the course, students develop a personal style by making appropriate grammatical choices. Additionally,
students read and analyze the rhetorical elements and their effects in non-fiction texts, including graphic
images as forms of text, from many disciplines and historical periods
Advanced Placement English Literature – is a challenging senior English course designed for
enthusiastic readers, effective and creative writers, and articulate speakers who want to experience
freshman college English. A. P. students hope to develop a deep appreciation for the beauty and
efficacy of the English Language as it is used in all genres.
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Fine Arts Department
Ms. Catherine Kross, Assistant Principal

Visual Art Courses
Students can elect from several sequences offered in both fine arts and commercial
arts. Students with six art credits (3 courses) are eligible for the NYS Visual Arts Exit
Exam. Students with ten art credits can earn a Regents Diploma in Art. Portfolio
preparation for Arts Programs in College is included in all sequences.
ART APPRECIATION This class explores the history and theory of visual art
through hands on art projects. This class has been designed to provide an
overview and appreciation of the Visual Arts. Over the course of the year
students will be able to develop fine arts skills, explore new mediums, provide
thoughtful and constructive art criticism, write art criticism, recognize and use
the elements and principles of art and increase knowledge of art history and
how it reflects the world history learned in Social Studies.
COMPUTER ASSISTED ARTS (Pre-requisite: Art Appreciation) For students
interested in developing their interest in using various computer software
programs to develop their own portfolios.
3D DESIGN All applications of 3-D design are covered in this sequence
including sculpture, product design, and architectural applications. Students
who are interested in careers in architecture, landscape design, urban planning
and product design would benefit from this sequence.
ADVERTISING/GRAPHIC DESIGN (ADOBE CREATIVE SUITE) Student will
learn all aspects of advertising and graphic design using studio projects and
computer software. Applications include print advertising, television and video
ads, web and social media applications.
CARTOONING I, II Learn about the cartooning industry and how to apply art
theory to the fun and lucrative profession of cartoon making in print and motion.
CINEMA Study the history and strategies of cinema making, with hands-on
projects.
FASHION I, II, III For students interested in the fashion industry, this sequence
includes fashion drawing, history, marketing and merchandising. Fashion II
and III will cover design, draping, pattern making, sewing and culminate in a
fashion show of original student designs.
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Music Courses
The Music department at Martin Van Buren High School is dedicated to
developing musical interests and talents. Our students are encouraged to excel
in all the academic classes. We are also a member of Tri-M Society. Music
majors receive individual support and counseling from our music staff teaching
them discipline and encouraging them to explore all their academic interests.
Clubs
 Drum Line
 Piano Club
Events
 Winter & Spring Festival Performance & Art Show
 Piano Recitals
 Multi-Cultural Festival
 Talent Show
Students can select from course sequences in instrumental and vocal specialties.
MUSIC APPRECIATION - Introduction to music theory and history.
PIANO I, II, III - Learn to play the piano and perform
BAND I, II, III - For students already playing an instrument and those who would like to learn.
This course includes performances in and out of school.
CHORUS I, II - Learn to sing and read music
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World Languages Department
Ms. Marie Micheline Jean, Assistant Principal

Spanish
The Students of Martin Van Buren High School are required to enhance their academic
scope by taking two terms of Spanish. The following is a description of the course
required of all students. They can also advance their knowledge of Spanish by
continuing on to do 4 years of Spanish.

Spanish 1 & 2 - Students are introduced to the important skills that are necessary to
comprehend the Spanish language. These skills include verbal, reading, writing, and
comprehension. Students are also exposed to the many diverse cultures of the
Spanish speaking world.
Spanish 3 & 4 – This is a more advanced course in Spanish where students will learn
to communicate fully in Spanish.
Spanish 5 & 6 – Students will learn conversational Spanish. This course culminates
in a LOTE (language other than English) exam. If students pass this exam with an
85 or above, they MAY be exempt from Foreign Language courses in College. In
addition, by passing this exam it may put the student on track for eligibility to receive
an Advanced Regents Diploma.
Spanish 7 & 8 – Students learn more Spanish as well as Spanish Culture. Students
will be able to take the Advanced Placement (AP) exam at the end of this course.
French 1 and 2 – Students will learn the basics of French language. It is primarily
intended for the students who did not succeed in Spanish 1 or 2, or for the students
who entered high school in the middle of the year.
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Health and Physical Education
Mr. Gus Smaragdas, Assistant Principal

Martin Van Buren High School’s Health and Physical Education program provides our students with
knowledge, motivation, and training in living healthy, fit, and successful lives.
Our program helps our students:
 perform better in all aspects of life.
 develop physical and mental fitness as well as emotional and social skills.
 have more energy and perform better in academics and athletics.
At Martin Van Buren High School we strive to develop lifetime health and fitness enthusiasts.
Our Health Education Program provides knowledge, motivation, and skills in: Goal
Setting, Decision Making, Mental Health, Emotional Health, Social Health, Nutrition,
Fitness, Weight Management, Stress Management, Communication, Relationships,
Substance Use and Abuse Prevention, Safety, and Family Living.
Our Physical Education Program provides students with knowledge, motivation, and
experience in a plethora of activities. Students learn how nutrition, sleep, relaxation,
stress management, and other areas of Health enhance physical and academic
performance as well as making life more enjoyable.
Our highly skilled teachers offer classes such as: Aerobics, Dance, Fitness, Badminton,
Basketball, Football, Soccer, Softball, Track and Field, and Volleyball.
Safety, teamwork, sportsmanship, skill development, and leadership are integral parts of our program.
Developing a high level of fitness is also a major part of all of our classes. Students perform pre and
post fitness testing in all of their classes.
We continually strive to have the best Health and Physical Education Program in the country.

Health and Physical Education Course Offerings
Indoor Sports: This class will usually consist of Fitness exercises and testing, Volleyball and
Basketball. Students may only wear Martin Van Buren High School shorts and shirt in this class.
Fitness Class: This class will help students improve their level of fitness through the use of
calisthenics, jump rope, and weight lifting. Vital measurements of weight, and resting heart rate will be
taken to see the level of improvement. Students will learn basic nutrition, sports nutrition and other
information that will; help them look, feel and perform better in all aspects of life. Only school shorts
and shirt will be allowed in fitness class. Only responsible well behaved students will be
admitted to this class. Any students who have behavior problems will be transferred out.
Soccer: Conditioning, Skills, Drills, Games, Tournament.
All classes require the full Martin Van Buren Physical Education uniform which consists
of the MVB shirt and shorts, white athletic socks and tied sneakers. Those without, will
lose their spot in the elective. Students are advised that wearing their uniform over their
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Instructional Support Services
Mr. Thomas Mehldau, Assistant Principal

The Instructional Support Services Department offers students with
Individualized Education Plans the following programs- Self Contained
Classes, Special Education Teacher Support Services, Integrated
Collaborative Teaching and Related Services.
Self-Contained special education classes have a student/staff ration of
15:1 or 12:1:1 and are available in all of the major academic subject
areas.
These classes follow the same curriculum as the general education classes and are geared to
address the individual needs of the student as well as target each student’s learning style ensuring
academic success. It is a goal of the ISS Department to program and support students as they
progress towards graduation.
Special Education Teacher Support Services (SETSS) is another program offered under
Instructional Support Services. Students who receive these services follow a general education
program, and receive SETSS as per their IEP’s. The SETSS program offers students an opportunity
to be successful in their academic subjects by providing extra help in specific academic subjects,
study skills and strategies to use to enhance their learning.
Integrated Collaborative Team Teaching, (ICT), provides the opportunity for special education and
general education teachers to work together to meet the needs of ISS students in general
education classes.
Students receive Related Services as indicated on their IEP’s. Students can receive Related
Services as their primary special education program or in conjunction with another special
education program such as self-contained classes, ICT or SETSS. In addition, a social worker and
psychologist are always on hand to offer help to any student who is facing a crisis in his/her life
by providing short term counseling services.
Our Transitional Linkage Coordinator works closely with students, their parents and teachers to
prepare students for graduation, post-secondary opportunities and college.
Students have the opportunity to apply for a half-day program at the School of Cooperative
Education in his/her Junior year.
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The Library Media Center
Mr. Brian Panepinto, Assistant Principal

Van Buren’s Library Media Center is a powerful intellectual and social space where students and
teachers exchange ideas and points of view. Open to all students and staff, the library supports a culture
of literacy throughout the school.. Its mission is to build a community of learners.
Located on the 2nd floor the library welcomes students Monday through Friday during the lunch
periods, before or after school, or with a pass from a subject teacher. Through the magic of
media, however, any student can visit the library at any time. The school subscribes to many
databases, including:






Science Resource Center
Opposing Viewpoints
History Resource Center
Gale and Grolier databases

These valuable resources are free to Martin Van Buren High School students, who should see the
librarian as soon as possible for a password.
Before using the computers, students should consult with the librarian. There are also several
computers with Internet access in the reference area. These are intended for school-related work. Of
course, we expect students to do their own research and to document all their sources.
Books may be borrowed for two weeks and renewed for an additional two weeks. The librarian can
provide information on how to cite sources properly, take notes, and use source cards. They can also
help you find the information you need to complete your assignments and succeed in your classes.
Frequent use of the library will lead to high academic achievement and independent learning. Students
need only show their ID and program which serves as a library card, to gain entrance to all that MVB’s
Library Media Center has to offer.
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Math Department
Ms. Catherine Kross

A major goal of the Mathematics Department of Martin Van Buren High School is to give our students
the Math skills that they will need to be successful both in college and throughout life. Our staff
incorporates real-life situations that deal with math so that students can see where the various topics
covered can be used. This would not be possible if it were not for the dedication of our Math teachers
in preparing the students for the future.

Math Department Course Offerings
1. Algebra I – A common core regents course given in 2 terms or 4 terms, utilizing the Engage NY
curriculum which covers Common Core Learning Standards and college/career readiness. A
TI83 graphing calculator is suggested for this course.
2. Geometry – A common core regents course given in 2 terms, utilizing the Engage NY curriculum
which covers Common Core Learning Standards and college/career readiness. A TI83 graphing
calculator is suggested for this course.
3. Algebra II – A regents course given in 2 terms, which covers advanced topics in algebra and
topics in trigonometry.
4. Statistics – This course highlights major aspects of statistical application and data collection.
5. Advanced Placement Calculus (AP Calculus) – This is a college level course that culminates
in a nationwide exam given each year in May. A score of 3 or more on the AP exam will enable
students to earn college credit, depending on the college’s AP credits policy. The curriculum
covers the concepts of functions, derivatives, limits, and maxima/minima. It then progresses into
integration and basic techniques of integral calculus.
6. Financial Algebra – This course features many topics in algebra with real world financial
applications.

± ≠ ≤ ÷ × ∞ µ ↨ ⅛ Ⅵ Ⅸ ℃ ≥ 5 #±
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Science Department

Ms. Marie Micheline Jean, Assistant Principal
The goal of the Science Department is to allow all learners to obtain knowledge and skills that are
not the results of rote learning or the memorizations of abstractions devoid of personal experience
but rather for students to achieve in a way that correlates and gives purpose for the present and the
future.

Science Course Offerings
LIVING ENVIRONMENT - Grades 9, 10
The Living Environment is the science of life. Students will learn to explain, analyze and interpret
biological processes and phenomena.
Instruction will focus on understanding important
relationships, processes, mechanisms, and applications of concepts dealing with diversity of life,
genetics, evolution, reproduction and development, dynamic equilibrium, and ecology. Students
must fulfill the laboratory requirement to be admitted to the required Regents examination at the
end of the course.
CHEMISTRY 1 AND CHEMISTRY 2 (Physical Setting) - Grades 9, 10, 11
This course is based on the NYS Learning Standards for Math, Science and Technology. Chemistry
examines the basic structure of matter and is essential for those who wish to pursue careers in any
of the sciences, including the health careers. Students will be required to perform laboratory work,
demonstrate their understanding of the acquisition of data, interpret observations and draw valid
conclusions from gathered data.
Students must fulfill the New York State laboratory requirement to be admitted to Regents
examination upon completion of the course.
EARTH SCIENCE 1 AND EARTH SCIENCE 2 (Physical Setting) - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
Earth Science is the science, where students will learn about the history of our planet, its rock and
fossil record, its place in the universe and the changes that it keeps undergoing. Students will learn
the basic skills of constructing and reading the maps, and the climate and weather phenomena, and
their effect on our lives on a daily basis. Students must fulfill the laboratory requirement to be
admitted to the required Regents examination at the end of this course. Prior to taking the written
part of the Regents exams, students who satisfied the lab requirement above are mandated to take
Earth Science Practical Exam to demonstrate skills in some hands-on tasks.
PHYSICS (Physical Setting) - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
Physical Setting: Physics is the science of energy, which includes concepts and the scientists who
discovered them. Students will gain an understanding and appreciation of the fact that physics today
is based upon the achievements of the past. Particular emphasis will be placed on scientific thinking
and a scientific method. Topics will include mechanics, subatomic investigations, cosmic
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developments, the role of transistors, and the laws of physics. Students must fulfill the laboratory
requirement to be admitted to the required Regents examination at the end of this course.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY - Grades 11, 12
AP Biology is a college-level course that deals with the study of the simplest to most complex living
organisms from different perspectives. Extensive laboratory work involves several dissections,
standard microscopic analysis and chemical analysis of biological specimens. Students who are
enrolled in this course are also expected to pursue independent research projects. All students will
take the Advanced Placement examination in May.
PRE-REQUISITE: Living Environment, Physical Setting: Chemistry or Physics.
ADVANCED PLACEMENT CHEMISTRY - Grades 11, 12
AP Chemistry is a college-level course that follows the Chemistry Regents course and examines
basic structure of matter and is essential for those who wish to pursue careers in any of the sciences,
including the health careers. Students will be required to perform laboratory work, demonstrate
their understanding of the acquisition of data, interpret observations and draw valid conclusions
from gathered data. All students will take the Advanced Placement examination in May.
PRE-REQUISITE: Living Environment, Physical Setting: Chemistry or Physics.
ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE – Grades 10, 11, 12
This course is designed to be the equivalent of a one-semester, introductory college course in
environmental science, through which students engage with the scientific principles, concepts, and
methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world. The course
requires that students identify and analyze natural and human-made environmental problems,
evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and examine alternative solutions for
resolving or preventing them. Environmental Science is interdisciplinary, embracing topics from
geology, biology, environmental studies, environmental science, chemistry, and geography
FORENSICS - Grades 10, 11, 12
Forensics introduce students to the scientific method of gathering and examining evidence; describe
how crimes are solved with the use of pathological examinations that gather fingerprints, palm prints,
footprints, tooth bite prints, blood, and hair and fiber samples. It also focuses on how handwriting
and typewriting samples are studied, including all ink, paper and typography methods. PREREQUISITE: One year of Living Environment Biology
ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY
Both subdivisions of biology, Anatomy and Physiology are related to each other and they help
students understand how the body works and how it is structured. Anatomy is the study of the body
structures. Physiology studies the functions of the structures. This course is a pre-requisite for the
Medical Careers Program.
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Social Studies Department
Mr. Kevin Shult, Assistant Principal
The Social Studies department strives to prepare its students with the skills to think critically and
thoughtfully. This enables students to better function in a complex, diverse, and technologically
changing and advancing world. The department is dedicated to the student body as evidenced by the
many hours they spend with their students in tutoring and extra-curricular activities. The department
also offers Advanced Placement (AP) US History and World History classes.

Exemplary Programs


“We the People” Government Debate Team:
Competition



“Mock Trial”: A competition where students are engaged as functioning young lawyers
preparing for cases in competitive court trials.

Nationally Recognized Curriculum and

Social Studies Course Offerings
Ninth Grade
Global Studies and Geography 1 & 2 - This is the first of a two year sequence in Global History and
Geography. The course is a comprehensive chronological study of major historical eras and civilizations
through 1750. Topics covered include the religious, social, political, economic, and technological
developments that occurred during these eras. There is special attention directed at improving students’
writing, reading, and visual skills.

Tenth Grade
Global History and Geography 3 & 4 - This course continues the study of historical eras and
civilizations from 1750 to the present. Students will also study the interdependence of these civilizations
and their effects on the world. Further development and improvement of skills will be emphasized. The
course culminates in a Global History and Geography Regents Examination that covers all of the Global
History and Geography courses.
Honors courses are available. Pre-requisite: 92% average in Global History 2

Eleventh Grade
United States History 1 - This one semester course investigates the first cultures of America, its
rediscovery, conquest, colonization, foundations for government of the United States, formation and
implementation of the Constitution through the Civil War period and Reconstruction. Students will gain
an understanding of the constitutional basis for our government and history during our nation’s early
years, as well as an appreciation for the democratic values that we are committed to.
Honors courses are available. Pre-requisite: 92% average in Global History 4
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United States History 2 - This one semester course investigates the growth of the United States from
an isolated agricultural society to a modern industrial world power. We also study the rise of American
business, the role that government had on reforms, prosperity, depression, wars, and foreign policy.
The course also demonstrates America’s role within a growing global community amidst rapid change
including evolutionary technology. The course ends with the United States History and Government
Regents Examination in June.
Honors courses are available.

Twelfth Grade
Participation in Government - This one semester course begins with the basic elements or
foundations of the primary principles of democracy. Students will review the Constitution and the
principles that it includes. Throughout the course students will study the major Supreme Court decisions
that have affected society. Honors courses are available. PRE-REQUISITE: 92% average in United
States History 2.
Economics - This one semester course teaches the basic principles of the American economic system.
These principles include capitalism and free enterprise and the roles of the consumer, business, and
the government. Students learn life skills of money management, including banking, credit, insurance,
taxes, investing, and budgeting.
Honors courses are available. Pre-requisite: 92% average in Participation in Government.

Advanced Placement
Advanced Placement (AP) United States History, 11th Grade - This course is an in-depth
examination of American History from the beginning of the age of exploration, and leading up to the
present. Special attention is paid to historical interpretation of important concepts and events through
the use of documents and readings.
Pre-requisite: Teacher recommendation, Department Approval
Advanced Placement (AP) World History Modern, 11th Grade - This course is an in-depth
examination of World History from the beginning of the age of exploration, and leading up to the present.
Special attention is paid to historical interpretation of important concepts and events through the use of
documents and readings.
Pre-requisite: Teacher recommendation, Department Approval
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Martin Van Buren Alma Mater
Van Buren High, our days with you
Shine softly and are gone
While in the sky your Red and Blue
Waves stately on and on.
The golden dream you hold on high
Sets ev'ry heart aflame
And in the glowing years to be
We'll always praise your name.
While Red and Blue swings in the sky
Forever we'll be true
We'll love the days too soon gone by
Van Buren High with you.
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