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Dignitaries hold clusters of purple and white balloons after each cut their ribbon signifying the official opening of the Alan J. Mealka
High School. (L to R) Current Superintendent, Dr. Nancy Lynn Ward; retired Superintendent, Alan J. Mealka;
retired Director of Instruction, Elaine Alexander; Director of State Special Schools, Eric Williams;
Principal Designer, Jeff Castor; Project Manager, Marty Gibbs; High School Teacher, Barry Swafford;
Senior Class President, Sydney Rednour; Elementary Principal, Theron Strickland; High School Principal, Mark Battle
Photo courtesy of Laura Bledsoe

After a twenty year wait, the Alan
J. Mealka High School was officially
opened on Thursday, December 14,
2017. Former Superintendent Alan
Mealka started the process of obtaining the needed funding for a new high
school building in 1997. Mr. Mealka,
former Director of Instruction Elaine
Alexander, Oliver Lang, Director of
Facility Maintenance, and many others worked tirelessly to obtain for
our students a state of the art facility
that would merit such a prestigious
school as Tennessee School for the
Deaf. According to the Lewis Group
Architectural firm website, “The new
high school for the Tennessee School
for the Deaf is a 70,000 sf facility designed to meet the unique needs of
deaf students. The program boasts a
lobby and library space that will serve
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[the school] as well as the community
and alumni. The new high school allows TSD to expand enrollment which
serves deaf children from the entire
state of Tennessee. The classrooms
are collaborative spaces that focus on
site lines for communication and incorporate many other design features
that improve the space for communicating in sign language. Some of
these features include space planning
to provide site lines for all occupants;
maximizing daylighting; minimizing glare through light shelves, indirect lighting, and finish selections;
and emphasizing acoustical design
for students with cochlear implants.
The program for the high school also
includes post-secondary preparation
and work-based learning opportunities for students that include adminis-

trative assistance, a school store, and a
café that serves food prepared by the
culinary arts program that resides in
the dining hall [that was] designed in
concert with the high school.” (http://
bit.ly/tsd-project)
Opening ceremonies were emceed
by high school principal, Mark Battle.
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by
senior, Hannah Lyon. Guest speakers included current Superintendent
Dr. Nancylynn Ward, Knox County
Mayor Tim Burchett, Executive Director for State Special Schools Operations Eric Williams, and senior class
president, Sydney Rednour. Ribbon
cutting participants were Dr. Nancylynn Ward, Mr. Alan Mealka, Mrs.
Elaine Alexander, Mr. Eric Williams,
Mr. Jeff Castor, the principal designer
...continued on page 2
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OOur New High School

Entrance to the Alan J. Mealka High School

Teacher, Karen Simmons, and her students
enjoy the spacious classrooms.

The Technology Studio is equipped with the
latest “green screen” technology.
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Students enjoy some free time to watch the
Olympics in the Cafe.

The Art Gallery exhibits student work and
is a great place for students to gather.

Architechtural features in the library are
meant to mimic a Viking ship!

Retired Director of Instruction, Elaine
Alexander was a strong supporter of the
Student Art Show so it was fitting to name
the Art Gallery in her honor.
continued from page 2...

and architect from the Lewis Group,
Mr. Marty Gibbs, the owner of the
project management firm the Christman Company, alumni & teacher Mr.
Barry Swafford, Miss Sydney Rednour,
elementary principal, Mr. Theron
Strickland, and high school principal,
Mr. Mark Battle. The official ribbon
cutting was beautifully presented by
a grouping of balloons being lowered
down by a ribbon to each individual.
The group then cut the ribbons simultaneously in a lovely demonstration
of ceremony. Special recognition was
made to Governor Bill Haslam and
his gracious and unwavering support
of TSD. After the opening ceremony,
there was a reception held in the Elaine
Alexander Art Gallery. VIP persons
were then invited to a catered luncheon in the new Dining Hall. Middle
school and high school students were
available as docents to assist in touring
the special guests around the building. In the afternoon, the community
at large was invited to come tour the
building with the student docents. The
entire ceremony was live streamed and
archived on ‘Tennessee School for the
Deaf Live Stream” YouTube channel.

Two Thousand and Eighteen

The Tennessee Observer

Page 3

OOur New Dining Hall

The Dining Hall has a clock tower so students should never be late!

Our new Dining Hall certainly is beautiful! The students have lots of room to socialize while
enjoing their meals. Flexible seating will allow for a variety of events.
The culinary arts classroom is ready to help our students get a jump
start to a career in food services.

written by Kathy Boyer
After years of preparation and planning TSD has a new dining hall!! This
has been an exciting and long process.
From getting approval for building the
new dining hall, to making decisions
about the location, to designing the
kitchen, line and the seating areas, and
finally to doing the actual construction.
With our new equipment and a new
menu, we have much improved from
our old building.
One of the great things about our new
kitchen was we were able to help plan
and design the kitchen area. I informed
Ann Dunlap, the food service consultant
for kitchen designs, what we needed and
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she designed it exactly to our needs and
specifications. It was amazing being able
to help plan this and it turned out better
than I envisioned!
The serving area is incredible. The
new serving area includes a lower elementary serving line and reach-in coolers for specialty salads and sandwiches
and wraps. We have a drink dispenser
area where our middle/high school students can get ice water, tea, or coffee.
All of this is sectioned for students to
get their food more efficiently and give
them more food choices.
The seating for student and staff is
more akin to something you’d see in a
college dining area. It is very colorful

with a variety of table shapes and sizes,
even some couches! The dining area will
be great for special dinners or events,
dances, or meetings. There is also two
information monitors for students. The
elementary school students’ suggested
“Let’s watch cartoons at lunch”!
There is a culinary class room attached to the kitchen area. The students
will learn and work on a lot of the same
equipment that is used in the kitchen itself. I believe the students will benefit
greatly with this new classroom from
students wanting to work in the food industry to just learning valuable job skills
they can use in any career they may
strive for in their future.
Both my staff and I are very thankful to have been a part of this experience. I will certainly always remember
the opening of this amazing new dining
hall, and I hope the students, staff, and
visitors will remember it as well.
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SSuperintendent’s Corner
Greetings from
Te n n e s s e e
Schools for
the
Deaf!
These past
six months,
since I came
onboard, we
Dr. Nancylynn Ward
have
witnessed the
opening of the new dining hall facility, which is an amazing new building,
as well as the ribbon cutting ceremony
of the new Alan Mealka High School-a topnotch facility that will provide
access to cutting edge technology,
resources and programming for our
students and give them an amazing
place to learn. We are truly blessed to
have an amazing partner in Tennessee
Department of Education, and to have
the unwavering support and commitment from our stakeholders, to help us
realize the dream of being the best educational program within the state of
Tennessee for deaf and hard of hearing
children.
We have begun building our outreach division to include two birth-tofive positions. This division will focus
its energies on building and reinforcing the network of interventionists,
working with families of newly identified deaf babies, and connecting those
families with service providers and
helping them navigate what can be a
confusing myriad of educational and
service choices available for their deaf,
hard of hearing, and/or deaf-blind
child. We will partner with and serve
as a resource to the Tennessee Early
Intervention System (TEIS) when
working with those families.
We recently made two important
hires. First, a new Director of Aca-
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demic Affairs. I have asked our Federal Programs Director, Lisa Collins,
to assume this role. She has worked 14
years at TSD in a variety of capacities-Teacher, Federal Programs Director, and Interim Principal. She brings
a wealth of experience and a unique
perspective on operational needs on
the academic side of the school, and
how to integrate innovation, as well
as growth in our academic-based programs. We are blessed and please feel
free to welcome Ms. Collins onboard.
We have also hired our Information and Instructional Technology Officer, Michelle Swaney, who hails from
the University of Tennessee-Knoxville;
and she is the person who will help us
launch our Digital Information Resource center website that will allow us
to provide a better way for you to keep
up with what is happening at the Tennessee Schools for the Deaf. Included
with this will be an area where our
video-streaming of discussions, vlogs,
and activities will be live-streamed,
housed, and archived for retrieval
purposes. I strongly encourage you to
check our website, tsdeaf.org.
Finally, we were blessed to be able to
send out a group of educators, parents,
school staff, and community partners
on a Bi-Bi trip that allowed us to look
at two schools for the Deaf that have
prominent reputations for leading excellent educational programs and opportunities for deaf children, in their
respective states, utilizing the philosophy behind the Bi-Bi methodology
of instruction. The two schools were
the Indiana School for the Deaf and
the Kansas School for the Deaf. We
learned a lot and were truly impressed
by both schools’ commitment to helping us find our way, and giving us

more than we needed, to develop our
program that is the best possible fit for
the population we serve at our schools.
Again, this was an information gathering effort that helped us look at models, and think about how we want to
shape the school, in a way that prepares our deaf and hard of hearing
children to meet the educational and
employment challenges of tomorrow.
It has been an amazing six months
since I have come onboard and believe that we have much to be thankful
for. We are fortunate because we have
amazing and dedicated staff and educators working with our deaf and hard
of hearing children on both campuses
– Jackson and Knoxville. We have an
amazing team at the Tennessee Department of Education that have been
working collaboratively with us as we
identify the needed resources and materials that will enable us to continue
serving the population we are charged
with and have the responsibility of
serving.

SSave the Date
Tennessee
School for the Deaf

Graduation Ceremony
Thursday, May 17, 2018
7:30 in the evening
First Baptist Church,
Knoxville
*Reception Immediately Following*
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EElementary STEM Lab

Jimmy, Edward, Donald, and Isabella
being creative with the blocks in
the STEM lab.

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) is a large component of every student’s academic
experience at TSD. In the elementary
school, students are challenged to
create a wide variety of projects using various materials. In order for the
students to accomplish these various challenges, they must use team
work, communication, and apply their
academic knowledge in a real-world
manner. It is always exciting and eye
opening to see what the students can
create and imagine!

Second graders were working on simple
machines (inclined planes/ramps) building
a marble run.

Fifth graders, Addison, Mason, Ray,
Nehemiah created their own hot tub in the
STEM lab.

On December 1st, Dr. Ward hosted
the first Parent Night at TSD that was
live streamed so all parents across the
state could access and participate in
their child’s education. This particular
meeting was entitled “Charting Our
New Course: Creating New Possibilities for Our Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Children”. If you missed this fantastic
night of discussion, please visit TSD’s
YouTube channel, “Tennessee School
for the Deaf Live Stream”, for the archive in both sign and voice. We look
forward to even more parents participating next time!

the tennessee observer

Jessica McNeil created a desk during
STEM lab.

Dane Wells made a bridge with popsicle
sticks and binder clips that held 7 books!

TTSD Parent Night

Left: Dr. Cheryl Shahan, from the University of Tennessee, shared her experiences growing up deaf
with the families at the west TN Parent Night; Right: Panel participant, Barry Swafford, shared information at the Knoxville Parent Night about his experience growing up deaf.
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W WTSD - Angel Tree
by Rhonda Pearson, teacher
As part of WTSD’s winter program
this past December, our elementary
students in grades first through fifth
chose to participate in a project called
“The Angel Tree”. This event was
sponsored by the City of Jackson Fire
Department.
An “Angel Tree” is a Christmas tree
which has paper ornaments hanging
from it. These ornaments have a picture of an angel and some information about a child in need, with a list
of their wishes for Christmas. These
trees were placed in three locations
throughout Jackson and each tree was
full of names from children in the
Jackson area. The children’s names
were kept anonymous, but we were
given their ages and the items they
wanted for Christmas.
Our students wanted to know more

by Ann Shearon, teacher

about the “Angel Tree” program and
how it began, so we invited Mr. Rico
Bryson, Public Education Coordinator
for the City of Jackson Fire Department, to speak with our students. He
explained the history of the program
and how the City of Jackson Fire Department initially got involved. Mr.
Bryson shared some emotional stories
about how the children in need are accepted to the program. He also read
some of the items that these children
requested. Some requests were very
specific, such as a Minnie Mouse doll,
or children’s books, other’s simply
asked for clothes or school uniforms.
Some children even requested items
for their family members and not
themselves. Mr. Bryson ignited a tremendous desire in our staff and students to help these children!
Our students went to work raising
money to sponsor children from the

trees. We were able to raise enough
money through donations from
friends and family members to sponsor three children; a three –year-old
girl, a ten-year-old girl and a sixteen
–year-old boy. We spent a fabulous
day of shopping and choosing items
for these three children. After our
shopping trip, we delivered these cool
items to the fire department, where
they were kept and later distributed to
the children we sponsored.
This opportunity to give back to our
community was an amazing experience for some of our students. Many of
them have never had the opportunity
to help other children in need. This
experience was an opportunity that
opened the eyes of our staff members
as well. Our only regret is that we were
unable to help more “Angels” in need.
Hopefully, we will all be able to help
more children in the years to come.

WWTSD’s 100th Day of School

On Friday, January 26, 2018, the
kindergarten classes celebrated the
100th day of school with a variety
of activities. We started the day
with the calendar activities and adding a straw to the ones place which
made a new bundle of ten. The new
tens bundle was added to the tens
bucket. We counted by tens to 100!
We then took our 10 bundles of 10
straws and made one huge bundle of
100 straws to represent one hundred
days of school. We recorded 100 on
our running paper that shows how
many days we have been in school
this year. We read the book, 100th
Day Worries, and discussed different
collections that had one hundred
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items within them. Our classes made
hats to represent the number 100 using 10 strips of bright paper that had
10 different stickers attached to each
strip. We wore our hats to lunch to
let everyone know we were learning
about 100!
We made necklaces from cereal
and used spacers after each ten pieces
so we could count by tens to 100. Our
necklaces and hats were worn home
at the end of the day to celebrate and
share with our family and friends.
Our day of fun ended by making
snacks using graham cracker sticks
to represent a 1 and circle cookies
to represent the zeros in the number
100.

Reading is always a big part of celebrating
the 100th day of school!

Two Thousand and Eighteen

The Tennessee Observer

AAcademic News
I am honored
and
pleased to be
greeting you
as the new
Director of
Academic
Affairs
(DOAA). I
began my
tenure at
Lisa Collins, Director of
TSD as a
Acamemic Affairs
mathematics teacher in the middle school department. After six years, I was asked
to fill the role as a Federal Programs
Director, including the responsibilities
of an IEP compliance liaison and District Testing Coordinator.
I am humbled that the State of Tennessee and Superintendent, Dr. Nancylynn Ward chose me for such a wonderful position. As the DOAA, I will
continue to support TSD’s students,
educators, and support personnel in
the esteemed manner for which TSD
is known across the state.
We will continue to provide the best
educational approach and highest rate
of teacher effectiveness for deaf and
hard of hearing students in Tennessee. We will maintain research-based,
proven effectiveness in the classroom.
We will ensure that our students have
100% placement upon graduation so
the very next day after graduation,
they know whether they are headed to
a career or technical school, or a fouryear college. I will do my best to ensure
that our students and staff have the
support, training, and funding needed
to be successful. Thank you for your
support, encouragement, and heartfelt
warmth in welcoming me into my new
role. I look forward to seeing what we
can accomplish together.
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SStudent Life News
Student Life
has
been
busy with
many different events
since
the
last
issue.
Activities
our students
have been
involved
Scott Skelton, Director of
are:
corn
Student Life
maze, shopping at West Town Mall, visit to Ripley’s Aquarium in Gatlinburg, cooking
contests, swimming, movie nights,
and many more. TSD students are not
only enjoying these experiences, but
they are also learning each time and
benefiting from those opportunities.
December was another busy month
for Student Life beginning with the
Viking Classic, Virtual Vikings, visits
with Santa, Christmas shopping, and
holiday-related activities. I hope your
children shared all the fun stories with
you about their experiences at TSD.
We are thankful for sending your
child to TSD so that he/she can have
full access to education and be with
their peers. We are thankful for the
hard-working staff who dedicate themselves to being sure that your child gets
to experience various things in life that
they may not otherwise here at TSD.
Thank you for ultimately choosing
TSD as the place for your child?
I hope and every one of you had a
happy holidays and enjoyed your time
with your family and friends. We look
forward to 2018 with renewed passion
and dedication in helping our students
succeed to the highest levels possible.

CCorrection
In the fall 2017, “We Have a Dream”
article (Issue 141-1), the eighth graders inadvertently left out that they had
a private touring of the Pentagon with
six Deaf staff members, including TSD
alumni Hazel Carr. It was an incredible opportunity and humbling time
see where 9/11 happened, viewing different employment opportunities and
offices, eating lunch in their café, and
touring the building both in the general public tour and having a private
exclusive tour also. We are very grateful for that opportunity and apologize
for the oversight.
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IInterpreters’ Weekend

Interpreters from all five attending schools
for the Deaf pose for a group picture.
by Charis Davis, TSD Interpreter

On November 10 and 11, TSD hosted a Schools for the Deaf Interpreter
Learning Weekend. The purpose of the
weekend was to bring together interpreters from other schools for the Deaf
for workshops, sharing and collabora-

tion on what we do. The goal was to
learn from each other about the various interpreting services we provide,
and use this information to improve
interpreting services at our schools.
The schools represented were, Indiana,
Ohio, Kentucky, South Carolina, and
Tennessee. We had a great time learning about each other’s schools and putting names with faces.
Friday evening Will White presented a workshop on the demands on interpreters and discovering our options
via the Demand Control Schema. Discussion centered on what impacts us as
interpreters and ways to compensate.
Saturday morning, Richard Davis presented on the Structures of Intellect
and what cognitive abilities are necessary in interpreting. Discussion centered on how some interpreters may
struggle if certain cognitive areas are

weak and ways to develop those weaker areas.
Saturday afternoon, a representative
from each school gave a presentation
about their interpreting departments.
Discussion centered on how interpreting at a school for the Deaf is unique
and challenging. We were able to make
connections, share helpful information about various situations we sometimes encounter, and provide ideas
and feedback.
Also, a group of interpreting students and their instructor from the
University of Tennessee attended to
observe and learn about what interpreting at a school for the Deaf is like
and possibly make contacts for future
employment.
The group decided to make this a yearly weekend and South Carolina will
host next year.

SSTAR Horse Riding

Left: Jason is learning to ride Norman. Center: Middle school participants and STAR staff pose for their award. Right: Itzel Vera shows off
her award for completing her session. Photos courtesy of Shannon Osborne & Mona Knott-Davis

Some of the middle school and high school students are participating again in the Shangri-La Therapeutic Academy of
Riding. “STAR serves children and adults from Anderson, Blount, Campbell, Fentress, Knox, Loudon, Jefferson, Monroe,
McMinn, Roane, Sevier, and surrounding counties. [They] work with individuals starting at age four to seniors with physical,
mental and neurological disabilities or those considered at-risk. In 2015, STAR served 213 individuals with a total of 4,176
hours of Equine Assisted activities.” http://www.rideatstar.org/
Izel Vera, and some of the middle school students, won awards for completing their STAR Equestrian Therapeutic session.
We are proud of each of you!
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BBi-Bi Road Trip

TSD/WTSD staff, teachers,
administrators, and David Ogle, parent
arrive in Indianapolis.

Parent David Ogle observes how the students interact at ISD with their center time
using ASL and English.

This past semester, TSD’s bilingual
committee has been hard at work researching whether or not bilingual
education with deaf and hard of hearing students has been proven successful and effective. They also have been
determining if this educational philosophy shift would benefit our TSD
students. The committee has determined it would greatly benefit our students! University research has shown
that when a student learns and has a
solid understanding in one language
(L1) then they are more easily able to
pick up fluency in a second language
(L2) at a faster and more effective
rate. Additionally, university research
also supports that bilingual education
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with deaf or hard of hearing students
enables them, regardless of the degree
of hearing loss or use of amplification
(hearing aids or cochlear implants), to
achieve and succeed further by using
a bilingual educational philosophy.
This means that our students would
be graduating with a higher language
level in both English and ASL.
In December, the Bilingual committee, and some of the administration
members, had the privilege of touring
the Indiana School for the Deaf and
the Kansas School for the Deaf. These
two prestigious schools are known for
their success in bilingual education.
While at the schools, the team was
able to meet with the administration,
teachers, observe classrooms, observe
the dorms, ask questions, and participate in meetings exploring the effectiveness and success of this approach
and how this philosophy could potentially be implemented at TSD. These
two schools have seen great success
both in the students’ test scores, as well
as students’ language development.
The schools had their own internal
research, based on test scores, teacher
observation, and students’ tests and
work samples, that proved that this
educational philosophy enhanced students’ learning, fluency in American
Sign Language (ASL) and fluency in
the English language.
The committee returned very excited
at their findings and are looking forward to being trained further on this
research – based approach. While observing these other schools, the committee noticed the most meaningful
difference was the recognition that
the students are learning two separate
languages: American Sign Language
AND English. Both languages were
emphasized with equal merit and both

languages were respected equally. Students were encouraged to use both
languages in spoken, written, read, and
signed forms. In was especially gratifying to know that while we were there
to observe specifically about Bilingual
Education, TSD is providing the same
stellar education, resources, and teacher effectiveness as ISD and KSD. We
had approximately the same number
of students, the same classroom size,
the same number of support staff, and
we already have the funds to support
this approach.
...continued on page 11

ASL specialist Kester Horn-Marsh shares
KSD’s usage of language facilitators when
non-signing students enroll at their school.

Kindergarten students at KSD interact
with their teacher using technology and the
bilingual model of education.
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SSpecial Olympics

The TSD Middle School Special Olympics team had a blast participating in the bowling and basketball competition recently.
They were pleased to have some peer tutors join them at the two events: Lorissa, Mahoney, Hannah, Samuel, Cody, and Lizzie.
Top Left: All participants, peer tutors, and teacher, Shannon Osborne, pose for a celebratory basketball picture; Center: Emily,
peer turor, Lorrisa, and Lia loved the bowling competition this year; Top Right: Jamal and teacher, Shannon Osborne, choosing
a bowling ball.; Bottom Left: All participants, peer tutors, and teacher, Shannon Osborne, pose for a celebratory bowling picture;
Bottom Center: Jason showing off his medal with his peer tutor, Mahoney; Bottom Left: Jamal and peer tutor, Hannah, had a
fun day of competing with friends.

KKindness Rocks!

by Ashley Allis, teacher

Have you heard of “Kindness Rocks”?
Cities and schools across the nation are
participating in this challenge as a way
to lift people’s spirits in a random act of
kindness. When you find the rocks, you
can either keep it for yourself or hide
it in another place for someone to find
later on. If you search carefully, you can
find these painted rocks around our own
campus, hidden in various places. Next
time you are on campus, keep your eyes
peeled to see if you can spot one too!
Top Left: Logan thought it was funny that
a rock was found on “The Rock”. Bottom
Left: Dane found one camouflaged in the
grass! Top Right: This one was easier to
spot! Bottom Right: Gracie spotted another
rock that blended well with a window.
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MMiddle School Battle of the Books

BBi-Bi Road Trip

continued from page 9...

Jesse Saunders, from Gallaudet University, presented the students with a Battle of the
Books t-shirt while he was here preparing for TSD to host Academic Bowl competition.
From L to R are: Hannah Sheets, Ellie Locke, Holly Sheets, Gage Conger,
Jesse Saunders, Joshua Coley, and Cassady Mead.
by Pat Rittenhouse, teacher

Nine middle school students participated in Gallaudet’s “Battle of the
Books” competition this year. It is
comprised of three levels of competition all based on students’ reading
ability levels. Headed up by Pat Rittenhouse, our middle school reading
teacher, various students faced off with
other schools for the Deaf across the
nation to see who could answer the
most questions about the competition
books they were assigned.
Each team had to read and study
three books over the course of two
months. Books for the two teams included Ghost, I am Malala, Shooter,
and Sideways Stories from Wayside
School. The questions varied from literal, to figurative, to critical thinking
questions. Questions were provided
both in English and in American Sign
Language (ASL) on a computer screen.
The opposing Deaf team participated
by using a video phone. Students were
then allotted 20 to 30 seconds to answer each question.
While TSD competed against six
other schools (Wisconsin, Illinois,
Virginia, Michigan, Rochester (NY),
and Willie Ross (MA) Schools for the
Deaf), the scores were compiled from
across the nation and the top scoring
teams advanced to the playoffs and fi-
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nally the national championship. We
are very proud of our students for taking on this fun and challenging program!
THANK YOU to our school’s PTCA
for sponsoring the registration costs,
and to Gallaudet University for the opportunity to be involved in this great
program to promote literacy among
our students!

To view some of the articles the Bilingual committee has been studying,
please visit:
1) Visual Language and Visual Learning http://vl2.gallaudet.edu/research/
research-briefs/
2) Auditory Techonology and Its Impact on Bilingual Deaf Education
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1064134
(you may download the full article on
this site)
3) The “Why” and “How” of an ASL/
English bimodal bilingual program
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ976476
(you may download the full article on
this site)
Feel free to contact either Bilingual
Committee chairs for further questions or concerns. Barry Swafford
(bswafford@tsd.k12.tn.us) or Camille
Benson (cbenson@tsd.k12.tn.us).

Scan this QR code to connect to
TSD Athletics on HS Cube

(http://thecube.com/cube/tsdvikings)

Get news and scores at
http://facebook.com/tsdvikings
Follow TSD Athletics on
Twitter: @tsdvikings
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The Tennessee School for the Deaf is committed to the principles of equal opportunity, equal access, and affirmative action.
Contact the EE/AA/ADA Cordinator at (865) 594-6022 (Voice/TDD) for further information.
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PPTCA News
PTCA of TSD is asking for your support. PTCA helps many of the programs at TSD to meet the needs of our students. We also are able
to directly help students with needs the state and the families cannot meet. PayPal donations can be made directly through our website
to PTCA by clicking on the DONATE button. Any and all size donations are welcome and appreciated.
If you would like to recognize someone by making a donation in memory or in honor of someone, please be sure that information
is noted on your check if mailing a donation or noted in the comments section if donating via PayPal.
____ Friend of TSD $10 donation
____ Silver TSD Supporter $25 donation
____ Gold TSD Supporter $50 donation
____ Platinum TSD Supporter $100 donation
____ Other donation

Use this QR code
to donate online.

Donors will be recognized in the Tennessee Observer. Thank you so much for all the ways you support Tennessee School for the Deaf.
You may send your donations to: PTCA of TSD, 2725 Island Home Blvd, Knoxville, TN 37920.

Thank you PTCA Donors!
(April 2017 - February 15, 2018)
Daniel & Lucretia Callen (P)................... In Honor of Alan Mealka
TSD Staff, Mr. & Mrs. McNeil..........In Honor of Elaine Alexander
TSD Staff................................................... In Honor of Lynn Andrick
George & Colleen Bottcher..........In Memory of Mary Lou Bowser
Rick & Elaine Alexander.............In Memory of Elaine Williamson
Second Wednesday Book Club..................In Memory of Mary Fair
Rosemary & Elvis Webb........................ Elementary School SWPBS
Heather Ritchie (P)................................ Elementary School SWPBS
Wes & Linda Moore (P)................................... Virtual Vikings Team
Daniel & Michelle Nower (P)..................................... Middle School
Kay Brookshire & Tom Beehan (P)......................Hearing Aid Bank

David F. Smith (P)..................................................................... High School SWPBS
TSD Alumni Association................................................... Alan J. Mealka Opening
TN Association of the Deaf................................................ Alan J. Mealka Opening
The Lewis Group................................................................. Alan J. Mealka Opening
Millington Lions Club (P)
Phil & Lynn Beam (P)
Mr. Alan Mealka & Dr. Elsbeth Freeman (P)
Mr. & Mrs. Elvis Webb (P)
Lions Club District 12-0
Germantown Lions Club

*(P) indicates Platinum level donors
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