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Welcome to this special edition of Pathways. It
is with pride and gratitude that I welcome you to
meet the Woman of Distinction honorees whom
we will officially honor at our 125th Anniversary
Gala Dinner at Glen Island Harbour Club, New
Rochelle, on the evening of April 23, 2015.
I humbly accept the recognition given to me by
the nominations committee, as they included me
among these distinguished women. Each honoree
serves as a symbol of the values of St. Catharine
Academy, academic excellence, women’s leadership and service. Each was selected based on
her extraordinary witness to these values. The
St. Catharine Academy community recognizes
the magnitude of their accomplishments and we
congratulate them.

We also celebrate Sr. Helen Marie Scannell, RSM
who will receive the inaugural Distinguished
Service Award in recognition of her fifty years at
St. Catharine Academy and seventy years as a
Sister of Mercy.
All honorees are highly deserving of the recognition they are receiving. Together they compose more than seven decades of St. Catharine Academy inspired lives. I urge you to read
through these pages of Pathways and grab hold
of their inspiration. Go to the centerfold of this
issue and see how you can join us in celebrating
these amazing women and this historic anniversary milestone.

Sr. Margaret Brackett, RSM ’38

—Sr. Patricia Wolf, RSM ’62

(Posthumously)

Sr. Margaret Brackett, RSM, formerly known as Sr. Mary Daniel, was an educator, Fulbright scholar, and retreat director. Recognized as a trailblazer for
women in the field of spiritual direction, she was on the staff of both the
Archdiocese of New York Chancery Office and the Archdiocesan Superintendent of Schools. Sr. Margaret directed the Archdiocesan vocation team and
was the Executive Director of the Archdiocesan Council of Women Religious.
For almost all of these Archdiocesan positions, she was the first woman to
serve in that capacity.
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Sr. Elizabeth Marie McCarthy, RSM ’49
An educator, community activist and pastoral minister, Sr. Elizabeth Marie McCarthy, RSM became one of the pioneers in the Summer in the City program,
where she was an inspirational advocate for inner city residents. Later, as a
parish minister at St. Bernard’s Parish in White Plains, she expanded her ministry into the jails, which included Pre-Trial Services. Following her jail ministry, she returned to pastoral ministry at Sacred Heart Church in Mount Vernon,
where she spent over thirty years addressing the needs of culturally diverse parishioners.

Mary Theresa McVicar, Ed.D. ’49

(Posthumously)
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Dr. Mary Theresa McVicar was a driving force in
the field of Therapeutic Recreation. She created
a unique baccalaureate degree program in the
area at Mercy College where she also served as a
graduate and undergraduate professor of art and
education. Known as a brilliant educator, artist, advocate and visionary, she was also a scholar and lecturer on the writings of Teilhard de Jardin. A former student recalls her
impact: “Whether in the classroom or as an administrator, television
lecturer, or writer, she gave people a breadth of vision of the present
and of the future.”
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Mary McGlade d’Ablemont ’50
Patron and advocate for Catholic education,
health care and the arts, Mary McGlade
d’Ablemont is Chairwoman Emerita of the Pregnancy Care Center, which recognized her for her
“dedication to the Catholic faith and deep commitment to the life, worth, and dignity of all mankind.” She has been an active member of the Cardinal’s Committee on the Laity and Saint Agnes Hospital Center for Life
Advisory Committee. Mary is also a Patron of the Arts of the Vatican
Museum, a Dame of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta, and a Lady of
the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem.
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Emilie A. Cozzi, Ph.D. ’57
Described as a transformative leader, Dr. Emilie A. Cozzi served as Acting President,
Provost, Dean, and Professor of speech and theatre at New York City College of Technology/CUNY. At City Tech, she increased the number of baccalaureate programs,
created a unique degree program in Entertainment Technology, initiated major external partnerships, and expanded the use of technology in instruction. Her tenure is
remembered as a time of growth and expansion for the college when her creativity and
fearlessness propelled the development of innovative academic offerings that attract students from all
over the world. Also a stage director, Emilie founded Theatreworks which received national recognition
for advancing multicultural casting in theatre.

Rosemarie Birri D’Alessandro ’57
Activist for child protection and victims’ rights, Rosemarie Birri D’Alessandro survived
one of the most horrific experiences anyone could have to go through in life: the murder of her 7 ½-year-old daughter at the hands of a child predator. Upon discovering
that the killer was eligible for parole 20 years after her daughter’s murder, Rosemarie
started a grassroots movement and campaigned for the adoption of laws that would
guarantee that, in the future, such criminals would remain behind bars for life, without
the possibility of parole-Joan’s Law. Because of Rosemarie’s perseverance and leadership,
such laws were signed and went into effect in New York and New Jersey as well as on the federal level.

Nora Sharkey Murphy ’57 (Posthumously)
Embracing and practicing a life of generous service, Nora Sharkey Murphy made a difference in the lives of those she encountered. Beginning as high school teacher, then
reporter and educational editor for the original Catholic News, Nora joined the staff
of the NY Archdiocese, Department of Education and rose to serve with distinction
as associate superintendent for communications and marketing. An outgoing, gifted
woman of many words, Nora designed and launched a Catholic school marketing program for over 300 schools and worked as a consultant for schools and non-profits. The
superintendent wrote that “her intelligence, coupled with her wisdom, was a blessing to all of our educators.” Nora was co-founder of HOPE (Help Our People Eat) at St. Joseph’s Parish in Bronxville, NY, and
author of A Youth Guide to St. Patrick’s Cathedral.

Patricia Ridge Wilkinson, Ed.D. ’57
Dr. Patricia Ridge Wilkinson served as Chairperson of the Mathematics Department
at Borough of Manhattan Community College/CUNY for many years. She was in the
forefront of the movement to utilize computers in the mathematics classroom, and
maintains a lifetime dedication to increasing the representation of women and minorities in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) careers, securing
millions of dollars in grants to accomplish this. Displaying the same zeal in her pursuit
of social justice, Patricia has worked tirelessly to provide food, housing, and social services
for the elderly and homeless in Northern Manhattan and the Bronx. Pat and her husband, Pierce, have
been married for 54 years and have 3 sons and 4 grandchildren.
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Eileen Daly Chusid, Ph.D. ’58
While at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mt. Sinai, trailblazing researcher, Dr. Eileen
Daly Chusid, served as the sub-investigator/study coordinator for both the adult and
pediatric AIDS Clinical Trials Unit, the largest clinical trials network sponsored by the
U.S. National Institutes of Health. She also served on national committees for the design and implementation of drug clinical trials for the treatment of HIV infection. Currently Director of Institutional Research and Dean of Pre-Clinical Sciences at the NY College of
Podiatric Medicine, she also continues to serve as Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine at Mt. Sinai.
Deeply committed to Catholic education, Eileen is one of the founding members of the Friends of Good
Shepherd School in Inwood, Manhattan. In her present home town of River Edge, NJ, she has served 16
years as a zoning board official including 3 years as the chairperson. Currently, she serves on the Planning Board of River Edge.

Constance Ward Iervolino, Ed.D. ’58
A dedicated educator and tireless child advocate, Dr. Constance Ward Iervolino has
distinguished herself as a literacy specialist, principal, district assistant superintendent, professor, and author. A staunch believer in the power of unified programs, focused instruction, and purposeful faculty collaboration in building successful schools,
as principal of the FE Bellows School and Daniel Warren School in Rye Neck, and Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction, in White Plains Public Schools, Dr. Iervolino forged inclusive and effective partnerships with faculty, staff, and parents, leading to significantly
improved student achievement. A superintendent who knew her work well said that “Connie Iervolino is
one of those rare individuals who is able to make those things that need to happen, happen, but always
from the highest ethical and educational beliefs, knowledge base, and true focus on what is best for
students and their teachers.”

Carole Vilardo ’58
Considered Nevada’s most knowledgeable individual concerning fiscal issues of taxes,
spending and regulatory matters impacting businesses in the state, Carole Vilardo has
served as President of the Nevada Taxpayers Association since 1988. She has been appointed to serve on numerous state and local government committees to look at issues
as diverse as water funding, transportation needs, K-12 education priorities and funding,
and health care delivery. Carole also served as a public member on two legislative studies
on Nevada’s tax system and she has authored numerous publications on fiscal issues. She was twice
named one of the most influential women in Southern Nevada by IN Business.
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Sr. Patricia Wolf, RSM ’62
President of St. Catharine Academy and activist for social justice, Sr. Patricia Wolf, RSM
has been a leader in efforts to promote a more just and sustainable society through
her work as an advocate, educator, administrator and visionary. She was a pioneer
and moving force at the Interfaith Center for Corporate Responsibility and the Leviticus
Fund, a faith-based organization that works to provide the capital and technical assistance that strengthens community efforts to build affordable housing and community facilities.
Sr. Patricia has made a significant difference in the lives of people locally and globally through education and financial activism.

Joanne Scarcella Clemente, Ed.D. ’63
Educational innovator and humanitarian, Dr. Joanne Scarcella Clemente, is the Director of Online Learning at Dominican College. As an educational technologist, who first
volunteered to teach in Uganda over 5 years ago, she witnessed the vast challenges
facing educators there, and sought to find a way to bring low-cost technology to primary school students. In addition to the enormous support from her husband, Joanne established Ventures for Good, a not-for-profit charitable foundation. She has also facilitated
bringing other volunteers to Uganda, including her grandchildren. In Joanne’s view, educating Uganda’s
primary school children using technology will prepare them for leadership roles in that country’s future.

Jeanne Vissa, Ed.D. ’66
Dr. Jeanne Vissa is an inspiring and empowering educational leader whose career
spans many facets of mathematics and science education. However, it was her ten
years as first principal of the Church Street School in White Plains that were pivotal to
her career and subsequent work. Twice recognized as a New York School of Excellence,
under Jeanne’s trendsetting leadership, the Church Street School featured faculty collaboration, parental involvement and a strong mathematics, science, technology and artsbased curriculum, where students from diverse backgrounds could be challenged and educated side by
side. This was vital to her 9 years spent as Professor of Practice in the Graduate School of Education at
the University of Pennsylvania, participating in the preparation of teachers and school administrators.
Today, Jeanne continues her work in improving teaching and learning on a national level as a Senior
Program Officer at the Knowles Science Teaching Foundation.

Wanda Borges, Esq. ’68
A commercial creditors’ rights litigator and bankruptcy attorney, Wanda Borges, Esq.
is the principal member of Borges & Associates, LLC. She was a trailblazer early in her
career, foregoing law school and, instead, reading the law to pass the New York State
bar exam. Wanda is past president of the Commercial Law League of America and is a
nationally recognized lecturer and author on various legal topics, including the enforcement of judgments, bankruptcy, antitrust, and the Uniform Commercial Code. She has been
included on the New York Super Lawyers-Metro Edition List each year since 2009. Wanda is a former
Chair of the Mercy College Board of Trustees.
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Hon. Mary V. Rosado ’68
A Fulbright scholar, and Judge of the Civil Court, New York County, the Hon. Mary V.
Rosado is currently assigned to the New York City Criminal Court in Bronx County.
Known for her lifetime dedication to her community and those in need, she began her
career as a teacher, then practiced law for over 30 years in a variety of areas, including
commercial, civil litigation, family, matrimonial, landlord and tenant and elder law. Judge
Rosado is the founder and President of the Friends of the 59th Street Recreation Center. An
award-winning runner, she serves as a member of the USA Track and Field Masters Executive Committee.

Linda Livornese Wilkie ’69
Advocate for the poor and children in need, Linda Livornese Wilkie served as Managing
Director of New York Life and was the President and team leader who launched New
York Life’s Mainstay Funds which today have several billions of dollars in assets. Remembered as an outstanding role model by many women at New York Life, she still mentors
younger women in business. Since retirement, Linda co-founded and launched, What About
the Children, Inc. in Brownsville, Brooklyn, and serves as an integral member of Catholic Charities Mobile
Food Pantry Program.

Jane Sullivan Roberts, Esq. ’72
Pioneer, member of first female class at The College of the Holy Cross, and one of first
female math majors at Holy Cross. Teacher, engineer, lawyer, legal recruiter, wife and
mother. Was or is actively involved in Catholic and other social and community programs, such as Feminists for Life, John Carroll Society, Women in Law Empowerment
Forum, and Citizens for Affordable Energy.

Kathleen McCarrick Weiden, Ph.D. ’75
A champion of expanding and advancing opportunities for women, Dr. Kathleen McCarrick Weiden worked tirelessly, despite innumerable hurdles, to begin a Women’s
Varsity Sports Program at Manhattan College. She was elected into the Manhattan College Athletic Hall of Fame in 2011. A certified public accountant, she currently is Vice
President of Taxation, Tax Compliance and Strategy at the LeFrak Organization. Earlier,
she served as Partner in a public accounting firm and as an adjunct professor in several colleges. Committed to service in education and the arts, Kathleen devotes a considerable amount of time
to volunteer efforts, most especially to St. Catharine Academy where she currently serves as Chair of the
Board of Trustees and is Founder of the Trustee Scholar Program.
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Sarita Arteaga, DMD, MAGD ’82
Sarita Arteaga, DMD, MAGD is a charismatic leader and change-maker in overcoming
existing disparities in health care access by recruiting and mentoring under-represented students into careers in dentistry. She is an Associate Clinical Professor at the
University of Connecticut School of Dental Medicine, President of the Hispanic Dental
Association Foundation and Past President of the Hispanic Dental Association. A strong
advocate of community service, Sarita participates in, and encourages students to perform
dental screenings in homeless shelters, Head Start Programs, Special Olympics and Migrant Farms Workers Clinics. She was accepted and completed the prestigious Leadership Institute of the American Educational Dental Association.

Valerie Irick Rainford ’82
A trailblazing leader, Valerie Irick Rainford was the youngest person, and the first African-American woman in the United States, to attain the position of Senior Vice President at the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, where she worked for 21 years. Currently, a Managing Director and Operations Executive at JP Morgan Chase, she leads teams
responsible for some of the bank’s most important regulatory and process improvement
projects. A longtime mentor, she is Co-Founder and Co-Chair of Black Women of Influence
and author of the recently published memoir Until the Brighter Tomorrow: One Woman’s Courageous
Climb from the Projects to the Podium which includes the significant role St. Catharine’s played in her life.

Charisse Higgins ’01
A young trendsetter, Charisse Higgins, along with fellow SCA alumna, Gia Lowe, is a CoFounder of the Curly Girl Collective, which connects women internationally, and serves
as a resource and information exchange for women within the natural hair movement.
An External Relations Professional at IBM, and Vice Chair of the IBM Black Network, Charisse has been recognized by Essence magazine and the Huffington Post as an “influencer”
and “advocate” for women and their natural beauty. She volunteers as a teacher and mentor
at First Corinthian Baptist Church of New York as well as coordinates various community initiatives that
promote self-love and empowerment for young girls of color.

Gia Lowe ’01
A young trendsetter, Gia Lowe, along with fellow SCA alumna, Charisse Higgins, is a CoFounder of the Curly Girl Collective, which connects women internationally, and serves
as a resource and information exchange for women within the natural hair movement.
A marketing professional, Gia has been recognized by Essence magazine and the Huffington Post as an “influencer” and “advocate” for women and their natural beauty. She is
active in the Big Brothers and Big Sisters organization.
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Distinguished Service Award
Sr. Helen Marie Scannell, RSM

Sr. Helen Marie Scannell’s life has been one
of distinguished service. As a Sister of Mercy
for seventy years, she is the personification
of the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy;
a shining example of the charism of Mercy
to generations of students, parents and colleagues. Since 1965 the SCA community has
been blessed with her generosity, love, counsel and compassion. As the “Voice of SCA,”
she has spoken with countless parents, offering kindness and reassurance.
In knowing Sr. Helen Marie, we have truly been touched by
the Mercy and kindness of our God.

Calendar of Events
March 21, 2015
Makers: Women Who Make
America Panel Discussion
1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
SCA Auditorium, Bronx, NY

April 23, 2015
Woman of Distinction Gala Dinner,
6 p.m. Glen Island Harbour Club
New Rochelle, NY

September 13, 2015
Closing Liturgy, St. Patrick’s Cathedral
2 p.m., New York, NY
Reception to follow

Address Service Requested
www.facebook.com/pages/St-Catharine-Academy-School-Page

Like us on Facebook.

www.scahs.org
2250 Williamsbridge Road, Bronx, NY 10469-4891

St. Catharine Academy

New York, NY
Permit No. 9313
PA I D
Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

