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By Ramoncito Arrieta
Editor-in-Chief
During the third Democratic presidential debates on
September 12, the candidates were mostly united in their
stance on education and the education system in America.
The majority of candidates in the debate stage reaffirmed
their commitment to education and ensuring that all children
of all ages have access to good quality education.
Several candidates emphasized their policies to increase
funding for the education system, investing in both students
and teachers. Elizabeth Warren, senator from Massachusetts,
guaranteed numerous policies relating to education – universal
child care, universal pre-K, increase in wages of childcare
workers, and eliminating student loan debt for 95% of people
who have it – and invoked her two-cent wealth tax to pay for
them. Bernie Sanders, senator from Vermont, also proposed
universal pre-K and free public colleges and universities, but
also promised the forgiveness of all student loan debt and to
ensure that every teacher makes at the very least, $60,000 a
year. Kamala Harris, senator from California, also promised
federal investment in order to close the teacher pay gap and
to set aside $2 trillion for historically black colleges and
universities (HBCUs).
Joe Biden, former vice president, also proposed more
funding for schools. He promises to triple the funding for Title
I schools, from $15 to $45 billion, and recognized the
institutional segregation in the country, specifically in schools
and school districts. Previously, he has taken heat from other
Democratic candidates, notably from Sen. Harris, regarding
his cooperation with segregationist senators in desegregation
legislation during his time as a U.S. senator.
Pete Buttigieg, South Bend, Indiana mayor, and Sen.
Warren also agreed on the background of their nominee for
secretary of education should they be elected as president.
Mayor Buttigieg plans to appoint an education secretary “who
believes in public education,” while Sen. Warren’s nominee
will be someone “who has actually been a public school
teacher.”
One major disagreement that surfaced, however, was the
debate regarding public schools and charter schools. Andrew
Yang, businessman and tech executive known for his procharter stance, defended his position, stating that he is “progood school” and wants to invest directly into the families
and neighborhoods. Julián Castro, former housing secretary,
contrasted Yang, stating that there should be “more
transparency and accountability” for charter schools.
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Fires Raging in
The Amazon

September is the month of suicide
prevention. The theme this year is
“Finding Purpose -- Taking Care of
Ourselves and Other.” According to
the LAUSD Student Health and
Human Services, suicide warning
signs include feelings of sadness,
helplessness, and hopelessness. A
way to help someone feeling this
way is to listen to them without
judgment, which could help
alleviate their pain. Wearing the
lime green ribbon can show
awareness that “MENTAL HEALTH
MATTERS!”

By Connor Benzer and Tyler Tran
Staff Writers
The Amazon rainforest is known as the “lungs of
the world” because it provides around 20% of the world’s
oxygen. Our lungs are on fire. The Amazon is on fire,
just like many other forests around the world, but this
should be of major concern because it isn’t a natural
forest fire. These fires are man made and have been
raging on for weeks. They bring to light a question that
we have long ignored: how far are we willing to go to
provide food for the world?
Among the many reasons the Amazon is burning
is for agriculture and beef production. Agriculture has
been at the center of many of these fires and it isn’t
being made any better by the large demand for these
products. While we would like to blame Brazil, and wholly
Brazil, it isn’t just their fault. Products such as rubber
and timber add roughly 8.2 billion to Brazil’s economy
and they come directly from the Amazon. These
resources are often used for export to “Europe and
central Asia about 19%, China 22% and North America
14%” according to CNN, who got their statistics from the
World Bank. While consumers, such as ourselves, can
change our practices and stop eating certain foods which
have contributed to this crisis, it would be very difficult
to get that many people to change such an integral part
of their lives. Therefore, we must find another way to
regulate big businesses and find more sustainable ways
to produce our food products.

Photo Credit: Dr. Perey

Red Cross and
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Trees that you can chop with your hand. Creepy green creatures
capable of spontaneous combustion. Skeletons that shoot arrows.
Zombies with edible flesh. Day-friendly, night-deadly spiders.
Dragons.
Kids are obsessed with it. Youtubers can’t stop playing it. And now
the game’s had a sudden revival in 2019.
Sounding familiar yet? Right, did I tell you that everything is made
out of blocks?
Minecraft, released more than ten years ago in 2009, has sold over
176 million copies—and still counting! It can literally be considered as
the best selling game of all time. But its success has not gone
unwarranted.
To start off, the game’s premise of mixing creativity with survival-emphasized through the ability to build with blocks, crafting with,
well, blocks, and mining blocks—has proved to be immensely
popular.
Many imitations have now cropped up within the gaming world-ranging from . Sandbox Lite to Crafted.
The game also exists within a box world—hence coining the term
“sand-box” game. This is only further accentuated through the fact
that everything--ranging from the environment, monsters, and
yourself—are pixelated.

And though the sounds in Minecraft may not be pixelated, players must admit that they have made their way into every gamer’s heart. The iconic creeper
hiss brings about terror and an almost instantaneous reaction from the depths of every player’s subconscious:
Run.
Yet, despite the existence of monsters—known as mobs—there is no presence of any explicit content. Taking the peaceful route is also an option—a life of
mining and crafting, similar to Undertale’s True Pacifist route. Minecraft is a family-friendly game that anyone can play.
And don’t worry about not having a compatible device. The game is widely available on PC, PS3/PS4, mobile (Android, Apple) and Xbox 360/Xbox 1.
For the hard-core gamers, Minecraft has much more to offer besides its open-world environment. The game has bosses and mini-bosses, with the final and
most difficult boss of the game--the Ender Dragon--existing in another dimension.
Defeating the Ender Dragon requires (for the average player) health essentials, such as potions and food; enchanted Diamond armor, the strongest in the
game; enchanted weapons, such as bows and swords; and most of all, mobility and skill.
Upon defeating the final boss, the credits will play and the player will be able to acquire a Dragon egg. However, unlike many other games, Minecraft
doesn’t simply “end.” After defeating the Ender Dragon, you return to the Ender dimension, where new teleportation pathways allow you to traverse the
skyscraper-structures known as End Cities. You can also make your way back to the original dimension, retiring to a peaceful and normal life of mining ores
and farming.
These are only a few of the gameplay elements Minecraft offers. After all, the 3D open-world game is also a great way to express creativity--with its open
mod-culture (players coding and adding downloadable content) and its blocky-nature allowing players to construct awe-inspiring structures, build cities,
create new monsters, develop magic, etc. Minecraft’s ability to bring our imagination to life means that one can never run out of things to do.
The sky’s the limit.
Literally.
Rating: 9.8
Unfortunately, I cannot give Minecraft a perfect rating of 10. Microsoft’s recent update of the game, which adds in bees, does not account for what many
players had previously requested for--a cave update. After all, part of what makes a game so great is when the developers take into account player reviews
and satisfaction.
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Meet THE New TEACHERS !
By Faith Han
Staff Writer

What inspired you to become a teacher?
Mr. Marrah “I wanted to do something worthwhile. If we're doing it
right, teaching connects individuals to life paths, opportunities, and
goals people want to achieve. What's a better metric of success than
that?”
Ms. Gordon "Ms. Gordon was later inspired to become a teacher
because of her mother. Her mother was her Spanish teacher when she
was growing up and because her mother impacted so many people
while she was teaching, Ms. Gordon wanted to have that type of
impact for the rest of her life."
Mrs. Franco "Mrs. Franco actually did not intend to become a math
teacher. She struggled with math in high school but discovered a love
for it in college. This newfound love for math led her to believe that
accounting would be the best for her. She eventually realized that
accounting wasn’t for her, and that teaching in a classroom about the
subject she adored was much more satisfying.

What are your interests and hobbies?
Mr. Marrah “First and foremost, being outside in just about any
capacity - sports, running, competing, cycling, hiking, swimming, etc.
Immediately followed up with comedy, reading, movies/shows, and
FOOD.”
Ms. Gordon "Ms. Gordon loves dogs, doing cross fit, and weightlifting."
Mrs. Franco "Mrs. Franco is a devoted wife, teacher, and mother,
which unfortunately means she does not have much time to pursue
her interests/hobbies. With the little time that she does have though,
Mrs. Franco makes an effort to be involved in her family members’
hobbies, as a way of connecting with her family and being a supportive
mother."

Do you have hidden talents?
Mr. Marrah “There is no one on the planet that despises raisins more
than myself. My life's mission is to educate society that raisins are just
dead grapes and should be vilified and eliminated from the portfolio of
snacks thrust upon us as children. Oh, and, I can juggle.”

Mr. Jeffrey Marrah teaches AP US history

What made you want to move to DMHS and why do you
want to teach at this school?
Mr. Marrah “Easy: the faculty, staff and, most importantly, the
students. The culture and atmosphere at DMHS is motivating and
energizing.”
Ms. Gordon "She used to teach middle school kids but then decided
that she wanted to go back to teaching high school students again.
Preferably because high schoolers are more mature and responsible. Ms.
Gordon wanted to teach at this school because she had heard a lot
about DMHS and was recommended to start teaching here. She was
informed about high academic standards, high-quality classes, and wellrounded teachers."
Mrs. Franco "Mrs. Franco taught at an all-boys private school for 11
years but then decided to move out of her comfort zone and teach at a
public school as a way of giving back to her community. Mrs. Franco had
attended public schools ever since she was young and her moving to
Downtown Magnet High and teaching the students there was her first
step into contributing to the community she had grown up in."

What is some advice that you would give to
Mr. Marrah “You be you. Eliminate all the noise and surround yourself
with good people. The coolest person in the room is the one that is
confident in who they are vs. who they think they should be.”
Ms. Gordon “If you don’t know something, ask for help. I think a lot of
times when you’re new, you might feel silly or dumb if you don’t know
something but it’s always better to just ask. So reach out if you can.”
Mrs. Franco “Don’t give up that easily. Keep going, it’s a challenge but
it's a good struggle.”

What three words could be used to describe you?
Mr. Marrah “Dogged. Waggish. Empathetic.”
Ms. Gordon is teaching health,
anatomy, and physiology.

Ms. Gordon “Consistency in routine wise. Stubbornness and
adventurous- I like to try new things.”
Mrs. Franco "Mrs. Franco described herself as a shy, introverted, and
persistent person."

Mrs. Maria Franco teaches Algebra 2 in
room MC.
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School
News

Bon Voyage: The Paris Summer
Trip
Over this past summer of 2019, several DMHS students had the opportunity to travel to Paris, France as a part of a
trip organized by Ms. McGee. Chaperoned by Ms. McGee and Mr. Lara, students visited places like The Louvre, The
Eiffel Tower, and the catacombs over a period of one week. The Helios wanted to know more about the trip, so we
decided to interview two of the students who went: seniors Lino Hernandez and Alyssa Young.

What did you think the trip was going to be like, and did it meet your
expectations?
Lino: Well, since it was my first time traveling, I was not sure what to expect. I was anxious to
board the plane and my mind dwelled on the thought of hitting bad turbulence. Once we
arrived, however, I was beyond excited. The trip surpassed all of the expectations I had.
Alyssa: I didn’t know what to expect for this Paris trip but I was warned that we were going to
walk a lot. This trip exceeded my expectations. The only places that I knew that I was going to
was the Eiffel Tower and Notre Dame. All of the other places like the Palace of Versailles and
the catacombs were a surprise.
What did the schedule look like on a typical day?

What did the schedule look like on a typical day?
Alyssa: 7:00, wake up and get ready. 8:00, go downstairs to get a complimentary breakfast.
10:00, walk down the street to the metro station. 11:00, arrive at a historical landmark and split
up into groups. 2:00, eat lunch. 6:00, reform our group and get souvenirs. 8:00, eat dinner, and
10:00, arrive at the hotel.
Lino: The schedule was very similar everyday. We would eat breakfast around 8:30 am and
would be ready to head out by 9 am. The sun rises at around 6 am but would set at 11 pm,
which made no sense to me. The only thing that was different was the activities we had
planned for the stay. The activities planned included visits to the Louvre, Catacombs, Versailles,
the Eiffel Tower, Perfume museum, and Notre Dame.
Photo Credit: Alyssa Young

What was your most memorable experience?
Lino: The most memorable experience I would say was going all the way up on the Eiffel Tower, and
looking at the city from its highest point. The sun was setting and the sky was full of red and orange
hues. Also, the catacombs were memorable. Catacombs are underground passageways that contain
millions of human bones. They were created because Paris ran out of space in graveyards. They are
accessible via the train and once you arrive, it’s not what you expect. Birds are chirping, trees are full
of leaves, and the sun is shining. You would not believe that you are standing over millions of bones
just a few feet beneath you. Once you enter the building which is the entrance to the catacombs, you
go through a metal detector and your belongings are scanned. After you are scanned, you pay your
entrance and you walk through a room full of information which gives you a back story of how the
catacombs came to be. As you walk past the room, you find yourself staring at a narrow staircase that
appears to never end. As you are descending, you begin to wonder what you will encounter once you
arrive at the bottom. When you reach the bottom, you walk through a narrow passageway made out of
stone. You then enter a metal gate and you suddenly find yourself surrounded by tons of bones.
Alyssa: I have so many memories of this trip, but the most memorable one was definitely the Eiffel
Tower. We went there at night and it’s bigger than you’d think, I actually got lost trying to find my
group. Anyway, sometime around 11:00, the lights on the tower started twinkling and everyone was
amazed by it.
Alyssa at the Palace of Versailles. Photo by Alyssa Young

Would you recommend this trip? If so, to what kind of person?
Alyssa: I would recommend this Paris trip to someone who likes history, is able to walk LONG distances, and is interested in how the locals traverse
the city.
Lino: I would sincerely recommend this trip to anyone who wants to experience a new city with people you have never met before, because you start
off not knowing most of the people around you but once the trip comes to an end, you all end as close friends. The trip allows you to get a small
sense of freedom as well as filling you up with inspiration as you immerse yourself in a distinct culture.
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CLIMATE CHANGE: MORE THAN A CHANGE
IN OUR LIVES, A CHANGE IN OUR WORLD
By Emma Cruz
Staff Writer
As she sat before Congress to advocate for
government action on climate change, Swedish
16-year old Greta Thunberg is known today as a
symbol of hope for the future of this world. Greta,
like many others, has come to the realization of
the global climate change problem that our world
faces today. Many other students like her have
decided to stand up and protest for change in
politics to address climate change. In New York,
the Youth Climate Strike coalition protested along
with many other students who had excused
absences from public schools to go advocate for
climate change. Not only did NYC take part in this
momentous event, but cities like LA did so as well.
Time and time again, we see the adolescent
population of our world stand up and take action
in protesting and advocating for issues that are
largely ignored by the government. As a doubt for
the future dwells upon us once again, we witness
this children’s crusade, but this time, instead of
fighting for equal rights, students are fighting for
the right to have a good quality of life not only for
themselves but for all future generations.
POLITICS
One of the biggest obstacles to government action
to find a solution to climate change would be the
debate many politicians engage in regarding
whether or not they believe climate change is real.
Whether it’s out of pure ignorance or purposeful
defiance, politicians aren’t doing enough to combat
the issue of climate change attacking our world at
this very moment.
This is a conflicting issue as climate change is not
an issue we should debate upon its existence but
an issue that is real and must be immediately
addressed. This year, the UN Climate Action Summit
took place on September 23. At this meeting,
several individuals came together to attempt to
find new solutions and ways of stopping and
slowing down climate change, hoping to reach a
carbon-neutral world by 2050.

been identified, people fail to make the connections
to industries and fossil fuels and instead blame it
on other factors such as the tilt of the earth’s orbit.
However, the tilt of the Earth towards the Sun is
NOT what is causing climate change. The tilt of the
earth does not cause climate change, but the
different seasons we see today. Climate change is
an anthropogenic issue that society must address.
People claim that, because we still have winters
and rain, climate change is fake. However, this is
a fallacy as the reason we have rain and winter is
due to the change in seasons. Climate change does,
however, affect these events by causing the weather
to be extreme, summers are hotter, and winters
are colder. Take, for example, Greenland, which has
significantly decreased in size due to climate change
as the summers get warmer and the winters are
not cold enough to freeze up again the water that
melted in the summer.
According to NASA, “2016 was the warmest year
since 1880, continuing a long-term trend of rising
global temperatures. The ten warmest years in the
139-year record all have occurred since 2005, with
the five warmest years being the five most recent
years.” Organizations around the world like NASA
Goddard Institution for Space Studies, Berkeley
Earth, Japanese Meteorological Agency, NOAA
National Climatic Data Center, and the Met Office
Hadley Centre/Climatic Research Unit have come to
a world agreement that global temperatures are
rising. Moreover, climate change is evident through
many proxies that I have learned in my IB Biology
class. I could list them all, but it is pointless to
know and understand the existence of climate
change if we do not do anything about it.
A WORD FROM OUR SCIENCE TEACHERS AT DMHS
Some responses may have been edited for length
and clarity.
To what extent do you think climate change impacts
our everyday lives?

Ms. Flummerfelt: “It impacts us both in micro and
macro level, so the micro-level is we are seeing the
THE SCIENCE BEHIND CLIMATE CHANGE
weather change patterns we’re seeing rain lots of
Climate change has been scientifically proven rain in the winter far less rain in different winters.
for longer than one would expect. The only problem For Los Angeles, is a really big deal, but then also
being that the many times that it has
globally you can see it affecting weather patterns
all over everywhere. So there are droughts, there
are floods, hurricane seasons are becoming worse
and worse, and so things that were catastrophic
events like once in a lifetime catastrophic events
are actually becoming common occurrences. So it's
affecting everything basically.”

Mr. Albortante: “I think that on a scale of one to ten,
it's at a ten. The quality of air, especially in Los
Angeles, is very low because of all the carbon
emissions because of the environmental change
around us. You see, the amazon rainforest catching
on fire, and it's very hard to extinguish, and it's all
part of climate change. It's very hard to put a
perspective on how important the amazon rainforest
is. It's detrimental because we get like 20% of our
oxygen from there, and it's a lot. If it did burn down,
we would have less air. So on a scale of one to ten,
it's a ten.”
Mr. Lee: “There are so many impacts of climate change.
One effect is ocean acidification, so the main thing
is that due to the large emission of carbon emission
gas, we are creating a lot of carbonic acid, which is
decreasing the pH of our oceans. Marine life is dying:
it’s kind of like making ceviche – pretty much with
ceviche you use acid, and that lowers the pH, and it
cooks the fish – and that's exactly what's happening
inside of our oceans, and that's affecting our fish our
ability to have sushi and a lot of commodities as
such. In addition with climate change, there is another
effect as well: it's rising sea waters, and so we can
definitely see how it is causing certain places to be
flooded. Some effects of that like in the edges like
Florida and a lot of places are becoming inhospitable.
I can list many other ones like greenhouse gas effect,
weather patterns changing, polar vortex, and all this
other stuff. Still, I think it's a huge impact on our
environment, and it has so many effects on our
economy, our biological spaces, and on the ecosystem
surfaces that we can access in the world.”
Ms. Kriete: “I think it absolutely impacts our everyday
life, determined by who you are and where you are.
For instance, here in California, we’re more likely to
have fires. Your socioeconomic status will affect what
happens to you. If you have money and if you don’t
have money, it determines how well you can prepare
for these events.”
Mr. Dinh: “Climate change affects our life
tremendously, we may not see a real difference day
to day but for people that are living in areas that are
affected by coastal hurricanes. For us it would be the
greater increase of wildfires, there are people who
are surviving through monsoons and typhoons, there
are people who are surviving through years and years
of drought, and there are people who are trying to
survive through lack of food that stem from droughts
and famine. All over the world, people's lives are
affected by climate change, and this happens every
season. It's part of a person's reality each and every
day It affects us tremendously.”

Mr. Lucido: “A great deal. To some degree, living in
California, we are experiencing some of the problems
but not to the same extent as other countries and
coastal areas with flooding. Even still, we see a change
in weather patterns in other states. In terms of life in
LA, I don’t think it necessarily impacts us, but I assume
that it will.”

Ms. Kriete: "I teach science; I am talking about it all
the time. And they pay a little bit more attention to
the news and connecting these things together. I have
more responsibility to teach science. So it's often on
my mind."

Mr. Dinh: "So I live in Southern California where the
threat of wildfires is a real threat. California has been
Ms. Gordon: “I think that it impacts our lives greatly, in a water-deficient for the majority of my life. It's
and it will continue to impact our lives if we continue already bad enough that most of our water isn't actually
at the trends that we are currently continuing. I think local; we get most of our water from the Colorado River,
that for some people, they're making more important and these days we need more and more water."
choices to try to reduce the impact, and it is ingrained
in our daily lives. For some people, it doesn't cross Mr. Lucido: "It is all around the news, and influences
their minds on a daily basis. But they are feeling the me as a teacher to determine how I can responsibly
effects of it nonetheless, whether that is increases in teach that to my students from a biological standpoint."
forest fires here in Southern California or more likely
to have a hurricane on the East Coast, but I think that Ms. Gordon: "Personally, I am really worried: I don't
we're going to start to feel these impacts more in more." have kids yet, and they're going to have to grow up in
this ever-changing world, and it really stresses me out
How does climate change impact your life personally? to think of all the problems they are going to have to
deal with. They're going to have to clean up the mess
Ms. Flummerfelt: “As a Los Angeles commuter LA that my generation and the previous generations
people drive nuts in the rain and so the more rain we created."
have, the worse my commute becomes. I mean, it's
a trivial thing, but it's definitely something that affects What do you think is causing government inaction on
me – just different weather patterns. I’ve lived in Los climate change?
Angeles my entire life, and I’m used to things going
a certain way as far as the weather is concerned, and
the weather hasn’t been following that pattern in like Mr. Albortante: "Money. I think money is a huge deal
the last five years.”
to this country spending all the resources to make a
difference is something that's not front forward for a
Mr. Albortante: “I don’t think there is anything lot of politicians they see immediate benefits from
personally for me that is immediate. I think again it's supporting other things so even if there is a candidate
the quality of air that I see in the city as well as the that maybe personally believes that there is something
weather the climate itself. I remember growing up it going on with our world they know that there is a more
actually used to get a Little bit cold now the weather immediate reward by supporting other things like gas
is so erratic where in fall we can be in winter, and and other things in general."
we can be in summer and suddenly it rains, it was
different when I was growing up. So I guess that's one Mr. Lee: "A lot of it is big money. There are these lobbies
of the most immediate impacts, especially when I where pretty much a lot of pieces are done in politics
lived in the East Coast, it was so weird to see how so that certain groups can constantly do what they
quickly that snow would melt because of how hot want to do so they can make money, which may be
days would get when it shouldn’t have gotten that hot.” at the consequence of the environment. We know that
a lot with like logging of the Amazon rainforest where
Mr. Lee: "There are so many ways that it impacts your it's cut down so they can do a lot of different things,
life a lot of it is consumer goods are way more and that's depleting our carbon sync where they can
expensive. The whole thing about this is that because absorb carbon dioxide. There's also a lot of different
of the fact that we are depleting all of our resources financial pieces as well where it's like coal and a lot
and damaging a lot of stuff like I mentioned the ocean of nonrenewable energies that certain people like the
and all of these different ecosystem surfaces, Koch brothers are definitely ingrained in that. So a lot
everything is becoming more expensive. So we're of it is lobbyists preventing people from taking action
paying for it whether we know it or not. Another way so that they can keep making money."
that we are paying for it as well is also thinking about
how, when we have all this waste as a result of climate
change, how we are producing so many things, and
that's producing a lot of carbon emissions we're then
also being very wasteful. So a large part of it is the
fact that we're losing space with not only rising oceans
but also there are huge landfills and so with a lot of
the effects of climate change we are paying a lot of
it in funds and when all of our beautiful places that
we want to go visit to travel will be affected. So we're
losing out on quality of life for a lot of people and
we're seeing that with wars that are going on in Syria
and that's impacting us with our immigration policies
and the tension of racism no matter whether you're
there or not you're feeling that experience of prejudice
and that pressure on your country due to that."

Ms. Kriete: "Money. There's a lot of money,
using the systems we've created, continue to
burn fossil fuels, that's what's slowing us
down."
Mr. Dinh: "Willful ignorance number one,
number two is corporate pressure, number
three is policy think tanks that are effective at
lobbying for industrial companies. Think tanks
like the Cato Institute, the Heritage Foundation,
and the Marshall Institute: these think tanks
are powerful, they are well-funded, and they
are influential in our government."
Mr. Lucido: "Money. I think it is the most
obvious one. In order to make sufficient
changes in the companies that would have to
change, they would have to face significant
financial problems, and I think right now, we
are seeing the pushback of unfortunately
companies who are trying to protect
themselves. A sense of urgency has not hit
our government and leadership and is not as
persuasive as it needs to be."
Ms. Gordon: "I think that because we are not
in crisis level 100 right now, that it is easier
to sweep it under the rug for them and deal
with what they feel are more pressing issues
currently."
Is the damage done by climate change
reversible? What do you think is the solution
to climate change?
Ms. Flummerfelt: "The obvious thing is to stop
burning fossil fuels. We're putting way too
much CO in the atmosphere, and it's that
global warming gas that is causing a lot of the
issues. Switching over necessarily to different
forms is not going to be an immediate thing
because often times we'll burn lots of fossil
fuels in order to do stuff like generate electricity
or other things like that. So it's going to take
finding a new clean source of energy for climate
change to actually get under control. As far as
reversible, everything is reversible as far as
the ecosystem of the earth is concerned, but
reversible is kind of a vague word, so will it
ever be back to exactly what it was before the
industrial revolution absolutely not. Will the
earth with its evolutionary cycles be able to
get close to what it used to be yes, but of
course, we have to stop climate change before
that reversal can even start."

Mr. Albortante: "I'm not an expert on the subject at
all. So from what I have seen what the experts have
said, it is too late, but I don't think that necessarily
means that you need to give up on doing anything
about it. So to answer your question on what the
possible solutions are, it's lowering carbon emissions
by transportation. So becoming renewable if it has to
be electric cars, they have to be using renewable
resources like solar. Switching to a renewable car like
a Tesla and still plugging into a power plant that
generates energy using coal does absolutely nothing
for the environment because it is just shifting the
problem somewhere else. So it's renewable resources
with renewable transportation with maybe even
becoming vegan. It seems like a ridiculous thing to
a lot of people, but if we all became vegans, we'd
see a huge change as it's pretty well known that
around 30% of carbon emissions come from animals
that we farm."

Ms. Gordon: "I think that there are definitely things that
we can do to reverse this trend of climate change. We're
definitely not at a point of no return, I think that there
are little things that people can do to be mindful of the
environment, but I also think that it will take our
government and the governments of other countries to
make bigger changes, also society changing some longheld beliefs and practices."

Mr. Lee: "There are so many different solutions to
climate change. I think the difficulty is the fidelity in
which we do it and how we implement it. So one of
the sources is for sure carbon emission, and so there
are ways of retrieving energy and using it in a
responsible and lower carbon emissions. So there are
definitely ways in switching our energy sources to
renewable sources so solar, hydro, geothermal, all
different other resources like solar and so we are
trying to do that. That's one really easy way of doing
that. Another one is also trying to be less wasteful;
there is a whole piece about reduce, reuse, and
recycle. I think the big first thing is to first try to
reduce what you are using, try to reuse stuff like how
this meal box I have is going to be reused and I'm
going to save plastic from that, and that prevents
carbon emissions from producing another cartridge,
and recycle so that we don't have to fill up our landfills.
The tricky thing with that is that we don't have the
systems in place because it's not currently profitable
it's actually more expensive to be renewable or to
reuse things especially with recycling where China is
our main recycler, but then they don't want to do it
anymore because it's not profitable for them. So
they're stopping that. So I think it is possible to reverse
it based on equilibrium reactions. I think there are
so many other forces that are causing it to happen
that we're only going to slow it down, and we then
eventually have to reverse it in the future after many
many years and efforts."

Mr. Albortante: "I think it's great. I think it's awesome
that this generation is stepping forward. I mean, I think
it's also unfortunate that they were front-loaded with all
these problems and now they're the ones in charge to
fix them, but it shows how front forward and leading this
generation is. So I think it's great that they are doing
something about it. It's not that the older generations
aren't doing it either, but the new generation clearly sees
that they're the ones growing up into this mess, so it's
clearly them who need to start making a change."

What would you say to students/individuals protesting
to advocate and bring awareness to climate change?
Ms. Flummerfelt: "I would say, keep it up. I mean, people
have to be aware of climate change, but you have to do
something to get to the apathetic people the people that
just don't care. So the people that don't think it affects
their daily lives but it does. So find a way to effectively
communicate that this is affecting everybody, and that
would be the best way to turn things around."

Mr. Lee: "I think it's awesome that they're at the front
lines being able to advocate for that. I remember we had
a climate strike a few weeks ago, and students were able
to walk out to the city hall and really making their voices
heard. I think that's really awesome that they're able to
focus on their biggest need and really make it seen as
a big case and everyone has different places in which
they're working. Like me, as a teacher, I try to advocate
by encouraging people to learn about the science and
that helping them making their decisions about it. I
obviously can't make them do any political action because
as a teacher we are non-political, but I think it's very
awesome and very inspiring that they're using their
agency and their knowledge to enact action and I think
that more people should have avenues to be exposed to
that."

Ms. Kriete: "Kids should talk to their families on what
options they could take to limit their ecological footprint.
The future belongs to your generation. My advice would
Ms. Kriete: We have to switch to renewable energy, be to follow the science and stand up for what you believe
that's basically, stop deforestation. It's not reversible in."
necessary, but we can slow it down. In my opinion."
Mr. Lucido: "I would say to make sure that you understand
Mr. Dinh: "The damage that will come is still the reasoning and the evidence for it. To not just jump
preventable. We just waited too long. The whole of onto a bandwagon without understanding what
humanity needs to make tremendous sacrifices to specifically is happening and the different systems. I
their day to day lives. That will support the cause of would also say to look outside of your sphere while you
limiting the effects of climate change, and I'm not might not see it affecting you personally, to broaden your
talking about one government versus another. I'm search to look at countries that are at this current moment
talking about all of humanity. If we are to make any suffering because of a lot of these climate changes that
kind of dramatic change, it needs to start in our day are occurring.
to day lives."
Ms. Gordon: "Keep fighting the good fight. You're on
Mr. Lucido: "To be honest with you, I don't know at the right side!"
the rate it's going right now. I think it's hard to see
that happening; we don't have any prior data to look How do you think society should address climate
at and say this is going to reverse completely. I think change?
yes, it can be slowed, absolutely. I hope that it can
be stopped, but in terms of reversing the damage Ms. Flummerfelt: "As a catastrophe, because it is instead
that's already been done that I'm not sure we have this more like 'eghh we'll figure it out' kind of
about." dramatic change, it needs to start in our day attitude, and that's not gonna work especially thirty to
to day lives."
forty years down the line."

Mr. Albortante: "Society needs to come to a
realization about climate change and stop
questioning it. There is too much of a debate on
it; it's a fact. Facts don't care about your
feelings."
Mr. Lee: "There are so many different avenues,
but I think the first thing that I would want
people to do is think about their choices and
think about how carbon emissions come from
there. For example, the food that you chose is a
huge thing like beef, and red meat had
significantly more carbon emission than other
pieces as well. So a lot of it is thinking about
what carbon you are emitting and what are you
doing to potentially change that. But I think the
biggest thing based on the data is that most of
the carbon emissions in climate change are due
to big companies using it all like factory systems
producing goods, shipping goods all that stuff. So
I would encourage the big businesses to think
about the environment and be able to change
their resources to the more renewable so that
they could have less carbon emissions, and I
think that will be the biggest change that we can
do. I believe the data showcases about 60% is
from big businesses while the other is mostly
from like other consumers and other processes
as well. So I think both need to happen, but I
think change starts from within and then once
we do that we can then expand that to the
family level, community level and eventually the
political and global level."
Ms. Kriete: “There's certain steps that individuals
can take to lower their footprint but just being
aware of what's happening and speaking up
about it.”
Mr. Dinh: “There are a number of ways that
society can address climate change. Number one
is to transform the energy grid to rely on
renewables instead of nonrenewables like fossil
fuels, coal, and natural gas. We can forge a
society based around renewables like wind,
solar, geothermal, and nuclear energy. That’s
one. We can transform the demand for meat
carbon dioxide is not only an issue but so is
methane gas. Most of the methane as we’ve
discussed in class comes from cow farms if we
reduce the demand as a whole for meat, then
there would be no need for cow farms. The
money will go elsewhere. Number three federal
and state governments need to coordinate
together to develop new restrictions on
emissions. Number four, the United Nations
needs to develop a regulatory measure for all the
nations involved. That is called a moon shot, that
means it's the thing that we really want but not
sure we’ll ever get.”
Mr. Lucido: “I think going back to the previous
answer, continuing to advocate that our
government and leadership will take steps to reenter that Paris Climate Accord. To really put
those conversations with large companies, more
transparency of what's going on, why there is
inaction on their part, and to start advocating for
bills that might be more impactful like the
carbon tax is a fairly effective bill.”
Ms. Gordon: “At this point in our country, what
people should do is advocating to their elected
leaders. I also think that we should be making
small changes ourselves, doing what we can to
help with climate change. Start calling our
elected officials and saying that ‘this is not okay
with me,’ we might make more traction.”

Club Rush
By Faith Han
Staff Writer
Club Rush lasted for two days during lunch, and multiple clubs
presented their diverse ideas, interests, and hobbies. The purpose
of Club Rush is to give students opportunities to become more
involved and dedicated to the school, make new friends, learn new
things, and to develop different interests. There were many exciting
and different types of clubs at Club Rush, including Minecraft Club,
Debate Club, Criminology Club, Environmental Club, Key Club, Red
Cross club and so many more. All of these clubs provide an interesting,
unique, and safe community that anyone can easily fit into. Thanks
to Club Rush, many students are able to experience these welcoming
communities firsthand and are able to join and adjust to their school
lives comfortably.

CLIMATE CHANGE CONTINUED
Mr. Dinh:"There are a number of ways that society
can address climate change. Number one is to
transform the energy grid to rely on renewables
instead of nonrenewables like fossil fuels, coal, and
natural gas. We can forge a society based around
renewables like wind, solar, geothermal, and nuclear
energy. That’s one. We can transform the demand
for meat carbon dioxide is not only an issue but so
is methane gas. Most of the methane as we’ve
discussed in class comes from cow farms if we
reduce the demand as a whole for meat, then there
would be no need for cow farms. The money will
go elsewhere. Number three federal and state
governments need to coordinate together to develop
new restrictions on emissions. Number four, the
United Nations needs to develop a regulatory
measure for all the nations involved. That is called
a moon shot, that means it's the thing that we really
want but not sure we’ll ever get.”
Mr. Lucido: “I think going back to the previous
answer, continuing to advocate that our government
and leadership will take steps to re-enter that Paris
Climate Accord. To really put those conversations
with large companies, more transparency of what's
going on, why there is inaction on their part, and
to start advocating for bills that might be more
impactful like the carbon tax is a fairly effective bill.”
Ms. Gordon: “At this point in our country, what
people should do is advocating to their elected
leaders. I also think that we should be making small
changes ourselves, doing what we can to help with
climate change. Start calling our elected officials
and saying that ‘this is not okay with me,’ we might
make more traction.”

A WORD FROM STUDENTS AT DMHS
How does climate change impact your life?
“I would like to say that climate change has a
significant impact on my life. It impacts my
everyday life, from the air that we breathe in, the
warmth from the temperature that we feel, odd
temperatures, early and long emergence of spring
and summer, and many more.”
- DMHS Student
What do you think is causing government inaction
on climate change?
“The government’s inaction toward climate change
would be the cost of putting the proposal into
action.” - DMHS Student
Is the damage done by climate change reversible?
What do you think is the solution to climate
change?
"I don't think climate change is reversible because
humankind is too adapted in contributing to
climate change, and some are too ignorant of
climate change to do anything. Even if they do
know, it will be very difficult for everyone to do
what actually benefits society because of people's
greed and laziness. Also, the few largest recycling
places shut down this summer, meaning that
everything is going to get worse. A solution that I
can thrill of right now is just conserve, as in
conserve everything that you are in control of."
- DMHS Student
What would you say to students/people protesting
to advocate and bring awareness to climate
change?
“I would tell students who are advocating and
bringing awareness to climate change to keep
advocating but advocate for it through your actions
as well.” - Rubie Rivas

“I would like to tell them that I’m grateful for
their awareness of the cause.” - DMHS Student
How do you think society should address
climate change?
“I think society should take climate change
seriously and not only society but the
government as well.” - Rubie Rivas
WHAT WE CAN DO TO STOP CLIMATE CHANGE
Climate change is happening. This is not an
opinion or an obscure idea, but a fact that has
been mudded down by opposition groups who
fail to understand and accept the scientific
findings that prove that climate change is real.
One crucial and the first step to coming to a
better understanding of climate change is to
be aware of its existence and understand how
and why it is occurring. One must understand
the science behind climate change in order to
be informed and inform others on the issue of
climate change. After taking this step, one can
try to reduce their carbon footprint to
decrease the greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere as well as encourage others to do
so as well. Nevertheless, the end of climate
change will not be achieved alone: we must all
unite to slow down climate change by pushing
legislation to reduce emissions of greenhouse
gases as well as hold each other accountable.
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Short
Stories

The Monsters in
My Head

I shot up from my bed, seeing from my blurred
vision a tall and lanky silhouette standing at the foot
of my bed. I rubbed my hands against my eyes,
thinking I was just seeing things. When I looked
again, it was gone. I groaned in frustration, I couldn’t
even sleep right let alone differentiate the difference
between reality and fantasy. I got out of bed, walking
out of my room I went to my small kitchen, wanting
to get something to drink.
As I was about to grab something from my
refrigerator, it burst open. Within the fridge, a small
creature with skin pulled tightly against its bones
sat there, showing off its nail like teeth. It’s large
red eyes seemed to be staring into my soul, saliva
running down from its chin. It looked hungry, so
hungry that I could practically makeout the skeletal
anatomy of the beast.

I snapped out of my fearful state when I noticed
By James Eaker
its claws, as big as kitchen knives, were raised. It
Creative Writer
seemed to be getting ready to pounce, so, I jumped
into action. I slammed the refrigerator closed,
The smell of wet grass filled my nose. In the darkness however, the entity that was half my size seemed
of the night the street lights were dim, giving rise to to possess inhuman strength as it tried to thrash
an eerie darkness that seemed to follow me and bash its way out.
throughout my walk home. I grew unsettled, my pace
quickened while I looked all around me. As I left the
I struggled to keep it at bay, so I looked around
park, I saw my salvation, the door to my apartment. my kitchen to see if I could find something to help
I rushed up the cobblestone stairs, running past the me. Luckily, a roll of duct tape was conveniently on
doors of my neighbors’ apartments, I then eventually top of the kitchen counter. As I tried reaching for it,
stopped abruptly at my door.
I came to the Grimm discovery that I am barely out
I snatched my key from my pant’s pocket and
fumbled with the lock of the door. After a few grueling
seconds, I finally unlocked the door and threw myself
onto the floor of my home. I groaned while holding
my head, a headache had begun to form. I stood up,
which made the pain worse, then I felt something
sticky run down my face.
“Blood?” I thought as I felt the red substance on my
forehead. Distracted by the crimson liquid, a gust of
cold wind hit my skin, causing a shiver to run down
my spine. I glanced over at the doorway, and realized
I had forgotten to close the door. Before having the
chance to get to the door knob, I heard sounds.
Footsteps. After each one I heard a loud boom and
felt the ground underneath me shake.
With the little courage I could muster, I slowly
peeked my head out the door only to be met with
nothing. “Hello? Anyone there?” I called out into the
empty corridor. There was nobody there, not even
the crickets who had always seemed to be making a
chorus of noise. I sighed in relief while closing the
door, today just wasn’t my day.

Out of pure fear, I dropped the knife and fell to
my knees. I could feel my sanity slipping from my
grip, three powerful entities stood before me, relishing
in the agony they’re causing just through words and
appearance. The fattest monster stomped forward,
coming within a few inches of me, it put its 3 fingered
hand onto my forehead, covering it with slime.
The room began to darken, everything was gone,
it was just me in a black empty space.
“John, you’re not enough for me so this is it”
“John, I am sorry to say this but you’re fired, the
branch needs to save money and this is the cheapest
option”
I felt these knotts begin to twist and contort within
me. “Do you feel the pain of regret? The regret of not
being good enough?” Came the gurgling voice of the
bloated monster. I began to feel all confidence
evaporate, and in its place came these insecurities
that took me by force. I began to tear up, I felt like
my choices lead me down a road of failure and
misfortune, forever damning me to a self made torture.

Tears flowed down my eyes as the room came
back into view, the fat monster backed away as the
scrawny one came and stabbed me in the chest. The
room once again went dark as my blood exploded
from my chest. The crimson liquid began to change
of reach. I decided there was only one thing I could into a gold color, it then solidified into coins that
do. I launched myself from the fridge to the tape. I spilled all over the floor.
then jumped back onto the door and taped it shut.
“What…?” I questioned between sobs, why and how
I sighed in relief, the monster had ceased to stop would my blood change into gold? “Ooooo do you
trying to escape so I relaxed. As minutes passed by, feel it?! That little spark of greed! You wanted to
a sudden realization hit me. A starving aggressive become big, you wanted everything!” the little
carnivore is trapped yet it stopped attempting to be creature cooed with a rasp.
free. I went wide eyed as I ripped open the fridge to
see nothing.
“I am going to ignite that spark into a blazing fire!
I want you to want more!”
I rushed towards the dwares and brandished a
large butcher knife. “Johnnnnn” came a deep and
It began to laugh, it was so cynical and loud that
demonic voice. “Turnnnn arounddddd”
I was disturbed to my core. Then I felt strange, the
gold coins that were scattered around the room
I was petrified with fear. Each prolonged word seemed to be glowing bright, so much so I was
sent waves of shivers throughout my body. mesmerized. It was as if they called me, wanting me,
“Turnnnnn nowwww beforeeee I rip you limb needing me. I slowly touched one, it’s hard and cool
frommmm limbbb” came the same voice followed exterior brought me comfort within this dark void I
by snarls and deep gurgling sounds. I slowly turned was trapped in.
around, coming to the most horrific sight known to
man.
I brought the coin close to me, needing the comfort
of something, anything. I then began to grab the rest,
The large silhouette I had seen in my room stood losing more and more control I became no better
before me. It had large jagged horns that adorned than the creature before me. “That’s right, you want
its head. It had no eyes but what was more disturbing more, you need it!” It began to screech in delight,
was the fact it had a large toothy grin that seemed seeing how it used its unexplainable power to turn
to be stained with blood. Next to it, stood a fat someone normal into something people deem insane.
monster that reeked of death. A green goo like
substance covered its robust body, in fact, the goo
seemed to pool around it.

Earlier in the day I had gotten fired from my job
and was left by Jackie Henderson, who would’ve been
my girlfriend of 2 years this upcoming month. Trying
to push aside any thoughts about the day, I decided
that I would just sleep it off. Making my way to my
bedroom, I stripped down to my boxers and kicked
off my shoes. I plopped down onto my mattress and
Then, I saw the small creature, laying down on
almost fell asleep instantly. But just before I did I my sofa like a cat, staring at me as if ready to eat
heard a bone chilling cackle that echoed throughout me. I stood still, knife in hand ready to strike.
my apartment.
“Punyyyy mortallll, you think you fight meeee?” The
tallest monster spoke, almost as if amused. The fat
one chuckled while the other kept its hungry gaze.

As I continued desperately to try and collect all of my
coins, the room began to fade back into existence
once more. I sat there, shaking with excitement, I had
my precious gold coins with me and that’s all I needed.
However, I shrieked in horror, the coins began to
twitch and explode into puddles of my blood. “MY
COINS!” I yelled at the top of my lungs.
I began clawing and crying, trying to get my
luxurious coins back from nothing, resulting in blood
staining my hands and clothes. “Foolishhhh mortallll”
Came the voice of the tallest entity. He was right
behind me, his jagged smile visible in the peripheral
of my vision. It roughly grabbed me from the back of
the head and slammed me into the ground yet I felt
nothing.
I looked up, seeing the room is gone again. “GIVE
ME BACK MY COINS!” I screamed into nothing, slamming
my fists against the ground. Then the monster came
in front of me, grabbing my neck and lifting me up.
“Youuuu will feel the anger you keep locked away,
deep, deep down inside you” the being stated whilst
I struggled to breathe. I felt a burning sensation exerted
from the monster’s claws, it began to spread like a
virus as he dropped me. It kept going and going until
there was no where else to go.
“It burns, it hurts, it’s too much” I kept mumbling
over and over again, feeling the immense pain of
different torture methods. I screamed and clawed at
myself, doing anything in my power to release the
heat. “Yesss feeel the burning rage, let it control
youuu” the monster hissed with anticipation. I
snapped my head at it’s direction, feeling the rage
course through my veins I jumped onto it and began
to punch it over and over again.
All it did was laugh, it was a horrid sound that
motivated me to destroy it even more. Eventually the
room came back, the other two monsters were gone
but the tallest laid prone on the ground. My breathing
was labored, blood loss and fatigue began to take its
toll on me as my stared at the beaten thing.
“It feels good to be back”

Illustration credit: Kaila London
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In the Tennis Team, Tenacity and Teamwork

Sports

By Ramoncito Arrieta
Editor-in-Chief
The Downtown Magnets High School Tennis Team, award-winning and high-accomplishing, has become a prominent
institution in our school. Their numerous achievements have constantly made our school proud, and their effort and
sacrifice have always paid off, not only in accolades, but also the support of their fellow schoolmates. To find out more
about the team and its motivations, traits, and benefits, I interviewed Cellena Kuang, a senior who is a current member
of the tennis team.
What is the most important thing that people should know about the tennis
team?
We don’t quit or give up. I know it sounds cliché, but for real, we don’t. We know that we
aren’t the best and we know we aren’t the strongest, but we don’t let that get to us. We
support each other more than ever, whether we win or lose and we tell each other we can
come back harder and stronger than ever. We won’t ever give up, and I feel proud of that
trait that we all have. We persevere through the tough, hot days and the tough training and
we fight for each other and for our school.
What are the benefits of being in the tennis team?

We learn a lot through tennis. For example, when playing doubles, we learn to analyze our opponents’ techniques and learn to communicate because in
tennis, no matter how strong we play, we can’t win without communication. We also benefit from getting P.E. credits, but I feel like through tennis, I
gained a new family, new experiences, and develop strong communication skills.
How do you usually prepare for a tennis match?
We have practice, but it’s not as harsh and usually before a game, someone gives an
encouragement or a short speech. We do our cheer, and we prepare by bringing snacks and our
best spirits.
If people want more information and/or they are interested in joining, who should
they talk to?
We have an Instagram page that’s relatively new – @dmhstennis – and they can DM/message any
of us if they’re interested. We welcome all, but we do expect dedication and hard work.
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