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Mary statue by the School Office. The 1st & 2nd grade students planted these flowers
from seeds in the spring time and watered them during their recess.
The fruit of their labor is now bright cheerful flowers for Mary.

Greetings my brothers and sisters in Christ,
Our Responsorial Psalm this weekend tells us that if we
do justice, if we are good to our neighbor, if we go out
of our way to help another in need,
''One who does these things shall never be disturbed''
Psalm 15:5
Look at what happened to Abraham in the First Reading
today from the Book of Genesis. First, he recognized
the presence of the Lord God, then he bowed down
before Him and offered the three men representing the
Holy One, water, food and rest under the tree since the
sun was so hot. This beautiful act of kindness was not
forgotten by God. We all know Sarah, his wife, was the
barren one in her old age, the one without child. They
questioned where Sarah was. Abraham told them she
was in the tent.
''One of them said, ‘I will surely return to you about
this time next year, and Sarah will then have a son.’''
Genesis 18:10
“For nothing is impossible for God,” if we truly believe
in this statement, then we ought to do the same
ourselves. We must be constantly looking for occasions
to help one another, in our distress, pain, suffering,
sickness, abandonment, rejection, loss and loneliness.
As a priest, people have always been generous to me
with their prayers, advice, friendship and love. They
leave food outside my door, treats for my dog and
many cards and letters mailed to me, with love at the
heart of the gesture.
Justice and peace are two core actions which we
Catholics should always promote in our living out of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Every time we do a “just” act, we
do what St. Paul describes in the Second Reading today;
bringing Christ to others. This was the goal of St. Paul,
to let as many know that Jesus Christ is Lord; that
message is true, that this rich mystery is now revealed
to all.
‘‘...it is Christ in you, the hope for glory. It is he whom
we proclaim, admonishing everyone and teaching
everyone with all wisdom, that we may present
everyone perfect in Christ.''
Colossians 1:27-28

This is the Christian way, to bring the message of Christ
to all in prayer and action and in return to receive the
many blessings from God. Sarah received her blessings
by the birth of a son in her old age. Paul received his
blessings with the success of his missionary journeys
proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ. To be a
Christian means promoting, proclaiming and living the
Gospel of Jesus Christ in harmony with one another.
The Gospel today follows this line of thought; it is a
teaching about choosing the right thing and the
blessings which follow from that decision. Mary chose
to sit at the feet of Jesus while Martha complained.
Jesus tells Martha,
''...you are anxious and worried about many things.
There is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the
better part …'' Gospel of Luke 10:41-42
Maybe in a nutshell the message this week for all of us
to reflect about is to:
Choose wisely,
Trust in God,
Be patient,
Do not worry,
Give generously,
and many blessings will come your way,
often unexpectedly.
Thanks for your presence, Sunday after Sunday, at
Mass.
To all our visitors here this weekend, blessings upon
you and those of other faith traditions, may the Lord
be always with you.
To all our volunteers and ministers, thanks for sharing
your gifts with your parish community.
Love and prayers from me,
Fr. Gerard

Mission Appeal

Enrolling Your Child in Kindergarten?

Lay Mission-Helpers Association would like to thank you
for your generous support of our missionary service
during the Mission Appeal weekend, July 6th and 7th.
We are grateful to the Archdiocese of Los Angeles for
inviting us to share our story, to Fr. Gerard O’Brien for
allowing us to make the appeal, and especially to the
parishioners of Our Lady of Refuge Church for your
hospitality, kindness and support. You have become our
partners in mission, and we are grateful for helping us
serve the vulnerable and the marginalized in Uganda,
Ghana and Papua New Guinea! $3,032 was collected,
thank you! Pray for us as we pray for you! Lay
Mission-Helpers Association www.laymissionheleprs.org

If you are looking for a full-day kindergarten
program, OLR is just the place! We offer a
comprehensive educational program, which
Includes: Religion, Language Arts, STEM
(Project Lead the Way's STEM program),
Social Studies, Physical Education, Music, Spanish, and
Library. OLR teaches kindness and compassion for others
through the PeaceBuilder program and is integrated into
everything we do each day. Before and after school care is
offered from 6:30 AM to 6:00 PM. The OLR community
embraces each child/family and is a place where life-long
friendships are created. To schedule a tour and/or submit
an interest inquiry, please go to www.olrs.org. The school
office is open M-F from 9:00 AM-2:00 PM. Please contact
Mrs. Brunetto at (562)597-0819.

Parish Picnic
The Annual OLR Parish Picnic will be on Sunday, August 11
from 12:00 PM to 3:00 PM at Stearns Park.
More information to follow. Those
interested in volunteering please email
Penny at pennyflint53@gmail.com.

Upcoming Events - Save the dates!
July 21 - Refuge Young Adult Community Dinner, 6:30 PM
August 11 - OLR Parish Picnic @ Stearns Park, 12-3:00 PM
August 14 - School New Parent Orientation, 6:00 PM
August 15 - Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, Holy Day of Obligation
August 21 - First Day of School at OLR

Knights of Columbus
The Knights of Columbus would like to say thank you to
all who attended the morning coffee hours on July 14.
Thank you all for making it such a great success!
May God Bless you all! Vernon Hayes, Grand Knight

Estate Planning
“Blessed be God who refused me not my prayer or his
kindness.” -Psalm 66:20 Give thanks to God for the
blessings he has bestowed upon you! Please consider
including Our Lady of Refuge Parish and School in your
estate plan. Our correct legal title is:
The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles,
A Corporation Sole for the sole benefit of:
(Our Lady of Refuge Parish and/or School)
For further information, please contact Kimberly Jetton
at (213) 637-7512.
www.ADLALegacy.org
In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus affirms
that to be a disciple we must also sit at
his feet and listen to him. St. Vincent de
Paul taught that it is only in prayer that
We can give selfless loving service to
those who are poor. Please say a special prayer each
day for the poor and forgotten in our parish.

Religious Education Registration
Registration for Religious Education is open. Class are
offered for Early Childhood (Ages 3, 4, & 5), Elementary
(Grades 1-5), Jr. High (Grades 6-8) and High School
(Confirmation). Please call (562) 597-3102 for details about
our programs and Sacrament preparation.

Catechists Needed!
Religious Education is looking for Catechists for the 20192020 year. Catechists are needed for all levels, Preschool
to High School. No experience necessary, just a willingness
to share the faith. All training and resources provided. Are
you being called to consider being a Catechist?
For more information please call the Office of Religious
Education at (562) 597-3102.
OLR just got an updated website! Check it out at:
www.ourladyofrefuge.org
Not a young adult?
Share with a youn
g
adult you know!

Mass Intentions
Sunday, July 21
8:00 am Teresita Geronimo (RIP)
9:30 am Andrew Limera (RIP)
11:30 am Jerry Laurin (RIP)
5:30 pm Frank Nargie (RIP)
Monday, July 22 - St. Mary Magdalene
8:00 am Pat Jones (RIP)
Tuesday, July 23 - St. Bridget of Sweden
8:00 am Daniel Flores (RIP)
Adolfo Lamic (RIP)

Please Pray for:
Those in our parish who are
sick and cannot be here with
us today and their relatives.

Polyana Carneiro,
Raymundo Gomes
Carneiro, Charlyn
DeCoudres, Robert
DeCoudres, Andrea
Diego, Virginia Ellis,
Deacon Roger Faubert,
Susan Frost, Marie Fox,
Mr. & Mrs. John Zertuche (RIP)
Diane Halal, John King,
Wednesday, July 24 - St. Sharbel Makhluf Larry Larocco, Vanessa
8:00 am Francis Regina Bourguet (RIP)
Ledoux, Edna Lia,
Thursday, July 25 - St. James
Veroníca Lomeli, Brenda
9:00 am Rickey Estrellado (RIP)
Meicht, Lupe Montalvo,
Friday, July 26 - St. Joachim & St. Anne,
Diana Mortensen, Dick
Parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Nuttall, Ruth Nuttall, Daisy
8:00 am Leaders of USA (INT)
Ordoveza, Juliana Quickel,
Josephine Cinco (INT)
John Russell, Cathryn
Saturday, July 27
Smyth, Marco Solano,
8:00 am Deacon Roger Faubert (INT) L. Tanguay, Scott & Lauren
Williamson
5:30 pm Refuge Young Adults (INT)
Mass Intentions may be
requested by calling the
church office at
(562)498-6641.

Priest Schedule
July 21

July 28

August 4

5:30 pm Vigil

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Bill

Fr. Gerard

8:00 am

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Bill

Fr. Gerard

9:30 am

Fr. Bill

Fr. Bill

Fr. Bill

11:30 am

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Scott

Fr. Gerard

5:30 pm

Fr. Scott

Fr. Scott

Fr. Scott

The Pope’s Monthly Intention for July 2019
The Integrity of Justice - That those who
administer justice may work with integrity,
and that the injustice which prevails in the
world may not have the last word.

Join fellow young adults as we grow in faith and community!
We would love to see you at an our next gathering!
All young adults ages 18-39 welcome!
www.refugeyam.org & refugeyam@gmail.com
Please submit all bulletin announcements by
4:00 PM on Mondays to olrbulletin@gmail.com

We pray for the sick who are abandoned
and left to die. A society is human if it
protects life, every life, from its beginning to
its natural end, without choosing who is
worthy to live or who is not. Doctors should
serve life, not take it away.

eGiving with Faith Direct
Many of you are aware and take advantage of the convenience
of electronic giving to our parish and we are grateful for that.
We believe it is time to upgrade to a more streamlined online
provider for our eGiving needs through Faith Direct. For those
of you who have yet to join us in giving online, I strongly
encourage you to do so. Here’s why: Faith Direct enables
parishioners to make your Church contributions through either
direct debit from your checking/savings account or through
your credit/debit card. No more writing checks or searching for
envelopes on the way out the door. Now you can apply the
convenience of direct debit to your parish offerings in much the
same way as you may now use it to make your mortgage, car or
tuition payments. Faith Direct also offers you personalized
offertory cards to replace your envelopes for the collection
basket. Please join me in enrolling by responding to the mailing
you will receive or visit faith.direct/CA966 to enroll securely.
Our parish continues kicking off this new eGiving program
called Faith Direct for Our Lady of Refuge. As your shepherd, I
encourage you to please consider signing up and help us make
our parish financially strong again. In peace, Fr Gerard

