HORIZONS
Oakfield-Alabama Central School

October/November, 2017

ATTENTION
All Area Veterans
The OACS faculty, students and administration would like to extend an invitation to all
Veterans in the area to attend a Veterans’ Day Celebration ceremony on Thursday,
November 9th at 9:45 am in the High School Gymnasium.
We will be honoring the veterans with music by the band and chorus. Each veteran will be
asked to complete a short biography form so that he/she may be introduced to the audience.
The veterans will spend some time sharing with the students, and be given lunch prepared by
our students.

NO SCHOOL
COLUMBUS DAY
10/9/17
VETERANS’ DAY
11/10/17
THANKSGIVING
RECESS
11/22—11/24

The afternoon will also include time spent in the Elementary school where another
celebration prepared by the elementary students will take place.
If you are interested in attending, please contact Patricia Trinder at 948-5211, ext 4506 or
email ptrinder@oahornets.org with your name, address, and telephone number so that we
may mail the forms to you. We would like the forms to be returned by October 31, 2017.
We look forward to seeing many of our area veterans and hope you will enjoy our program.
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WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST STAFF MEMBERS
My name is Mike Anderson. I teach Physical Education and I am also the Varsity
Softball and JV Boys Basketball coach. I grew up and graduated from Caledonia‐
Mumford where I played football, basketball, and baseball. Before anyone asks, yes I
played right field in 2009 when OA beat us in the sectional finals. I'm still a little sore
about it but by constantly being involved in the OA district that feeling is slowly going
away. When I graduated from high school I went to D'Youville College for 3 years
where I played 2 years of baseball. After three years I transferred to SUNY Brockport
where I completed my Physical Education degree. I'm currently working towards
earning my Master’s in Health Education at SUNY Brockport. I'm a very active person
who enjoys being outside and playing any kind of sport. I'm a die‐hard Buﬀalo Bills fan.
Since I have season tickets I haven't missed a home game in at least 7 years. As a long
term substitute last year I was able to have first hand experience of how great of a
district Oakfield‐Alabama is, from administration all the way to the students. I feel very
lucky and honored that I get to continue and build upon my teaching and coaching
career at Oakfield‐Alabama.

My name is Kelley Biro. I am interning for the school year with the high school
counselor, Megan Hoﬀman, as the final component to my graduate degree. I
graduated from OACS in 2013 and graduated with a BA in Psychology and minor in
Sociology from Niagara University in 2016. I am expected to graduate with a M.Ed in
School Counseling from Niagara University in May, 2018. Some interesting facts
about me are I was born on Easter, I am a pescetarian, I’ve worked five summers as a
camp counselor and I am Santino’s #1 fan! I am excited to see the OA halls from a
new perspective!

My name is Brandon Brummert. I attended Roberts Wesleyan College where I
majored in Secondary Math Education and Penn State University where I studied
Special Education. I make learning fun for students by promoting active
participation and bringing a positive attitude each day. I have always wanted to
live oﬀ the land in my own log cabin or be a mailman working outside each day.
Before I came here, I taught two years in a remote village in Alaska and one year at
Pavilion. My professional interests include learning more about explicit
instruction and incorporating technology into the classroom. I was born in
Batavia, NY and currently live in Oakfield. I enjoy reading Sports Almanacs. I like
to listen to Bob Seger and Billy Joel. I keep active by running and lifting weights.
Some fun facts about me are that I deliver pizzas, work at a bowling alley and
usher for the Buﬀalo Bills. I also survived two years living in the tundra of Alaska
with no plumbing. I volunteer my time in the fall by keeping stats and filming for
the OA Varsity Football team. My favorite movie is Forrest Gump. My siblings are
Shaun (27) and Jadyn (11). My favorite food is cheeseburgers. I’d like to be remembered for making a diﬀerence
and impact on every student I teach or coach. My dinner partners of choice would be the Tribal Council of
Kongiganak, Alaska and I would serve them salmon, moose, seal, walrus, muskox and caribou! My hobbies include
fantasy football and summer softball. My favorite sports teams are the Penn State Nittany Lions and the New York
Yankees. I admire people who pursue higher education to better their lives for themselves or their family. My
favorite television shows are Jeopardy, Alaska State Troopers, Deadliest Catch and Seinfeld. If I had to describe
myself in three words, they would be success with honor because I feel that it’s important to strive for greatness by
doing things the right way in academics, athletics, and life in general. When I was a child, I wanted to grow up to
be Doug Flutie. My favorite season is fall because of football and school starting. Finally, I look forward to working
with all members of the Oakfield‐Alabama education community this year!

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST STAFF MEMBERS
My name is Heather Gayton. My husband, Scott, and I have two grown children,
Taylor and Zachary. We have lived in the district twenty‐eight years. I am a
graduate of SUNY @ Geneseo with a Bachelor’s degree in English. I have worked in
Advertising, and in sales for a number of years, and eventually fell in love with the
educational field, working as an aide and teacher’s assistant for twelve years, as well
as a cheer coach for eight. OA kids are phenomenal! I’m thrilled beyond belief and
blessed to be a part of OA, even after a short hiatus, and I am eager to support all
aspects of the district through the secretarial role in the middle/high school.
Interesting facts about me…I love spending time with my family, frequenting
professional baseball games (Go Cubbies!), reading, traveling (especially to the
beach and baseball games). I am an avid Pinterest follower, love plays and going to
the movies, and I love fall! Cozying up with a blanket, hot cocoa and a good book is
my idea of fun! I hate to admit it, but I love words. I am picky when it comes to spelling because misspelled words
make me crazy! And, as a Chicago Cubs fan, my brother’s name is Chris Bryant. The Cubbies third baseman’s name
is Kris Bryant. I guess that’s why I like the player so much!

My name is Nicole Engelhardt. I have been teaching Special Education for 19 years. I
love helping students become successful in the real world. I am currently working
on my work‐based coordinator certification from SUNY Oswego. I have two boys,
Robbie (13) and Tommy (8). I run my own small business for sandblasting and vinyl
design. I love to travel, especially to the beach.

My name is Dan Hamm. I am a Special Education
teacher in the elementary school. I’ve been married for
17 years to my wife Karen. Together we have two wonderful daughters, ages 13 & 12.
Some interesting facts about me are I am a New York Yankees fan and I enjoy the
National Park Services. My family and I have been to 34 of the 50 states. We enjoy
camping and I enjoy spending time with my family, including 1 cat, 1 dog and
chickens!

My name is Danielle Hyrek. I graduated from Buﬀalo State College with a Bachelor’s
in Elementary education and a Master’s in Curriculum & Instruction. I began my
teaching career five years ago as a pre‐school teacher and am thrilled to start my
first year as a Kindergarten teacher at Oakfield‐Alabama. It gives me great pleasure
to work alongside young children and witness their imagination, curiosity, resilience
and exuberance for life. When I’m not teaching I enjoy creating art. I love to cook.
I am one of six children and I just had my first child in June, Hayes Mason Hyrek! I
lived in NYC for a year, I’m an avid DIYer and I have a Yorkie named Marvin. I can’t
wait to begin my journey at OA and become part of such a wonderful community!

My name is Megan Johnson and this is my fifth year teaching, my first year at
Oakfield‐Alabama Elementary. I grew up in Cheektowaga and knew right away that
I wanted to be a teacher! I have a daughter named Layla who is three years old and
two dogs named Eddie and Eva! Some interesting facts about me are I love to go
camping and Letchworth is my favorite. I have over 70 pairs of shoes. I played tennis
for 6 years. I help out at the NICU at Sisters Hospital. I know some sign language. I
love cappuccinos and I love everything about the fall, especially the cider mill!

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST STAFF MEMBERS

My name is Katherine Naughton and I will be teaching 6th grade writing this year. I
am from Lockport, NY. I attended Le Moyne College in Syracuse, NY where I
earned my Bachelor’s Degree in English with a concentration in Elementary and
Special Education. I have been a substitute teacher in Oakfield for a few years.
Some interesting facts about me are I love to read all types of books. My favorite
book is Wonder by RJ Palacio. I am a big Buﬀalo Bills fan! In my free time I love to
play tennis. I love to travel and I hope to visit Australia some day. I have a sweet
tooth and I love all types of candy and sweets. I love technology and am excited to
use lots of it in my classroom this year. In my free time I love spending time with
my family and my two dogs, Ella and Casey. I am so excited to be joining the OA
family this year!

My name is Brie Trembley. I am a Teacher Assistant in the MHS this year,
working with Mrs. Engelhardt. This is my first year teaching. I just finished my
Master’s degree in Literacy Education in August. I live on a farm in West Barre
with my husband and 4 cats. I love to cook and bake. I love music and playing
piano. I just got married in June. Winter is my favorite season. I am an active
teacher at my church and I run a 4‐H club called the Rabble‐Rowsers.

My name is Alex Grice and I am from Batavia, NY. I attended college at
SUNY Geneseo. I student taught at OA in the fall of 2015 and have been
here ever since, taking on many diﬀerent roles. I am extremely excited to
be back at OA taking on a new position as a 7th grade special education
teacher. Some interesting facts about me are my eyes are two diﬀerent
colors. My favorite sports teams are the Bills and the Yankees. My favorite
musician is Bruce Springsteen. I can’t wait for another great year at OA!

My name is Jessica Golino and I have just moved back to Byron this summer
after living in Shreveport, Louisiana for almost six years. There I taught both
middle school and high school English. I have been teaching for these past six
years and I am excited to make this my first year as a Librarian at Oakfield‐
Alabama! Some fun facts about me are I graduated form St. John Fisher with a
Bachelor’s in Adolescent Education and English Literature. My Master’s degree
is in Instruction and Curriculum with an emphasis on Secondary Reading. I will
be going back to school for a degree as a Library Media Specialist. Of course, I
love to read. I am a big Stephen King fan!

DISTRICT OFFICE NEWS
2017 School Tax Collection
Bills for the collection of 2017 school taxes will be mailed during the last week of August. If
you do not receive your bill by the 9th of September, or if you have questions regarding your
bill, please contact the District Office at 585-948-5211 extension 4231. Dates for this year’s
collection are:
September 1st through September 30th
October 1st through October 21st
October 22nd through November 4th

Penalty free
2% Penalty
3% Penalty

All taxes unpaid as of November 4th (postmark accepted) will be sent to Genesee County Real
Property for relevy with additional 7% penalty on your Town and County Tax bills.
Payments may be made at:

Bank of Castile
90 Main St OR 408 East Main St, Batavia
OR
Any Bank of Castile location

Or mailed to our lockbox:

Oakfield – Alabama CSD
PO Box 62
Ithaca, NY 14851

You can check the status of your school taxes online at www.taxlookup.net anytime throughout
the year. Use this website to print a copy of your bill, a receipt of your payment or to review
previous years’ records.

DID YOU KNOW???
That it is illegal to pass a
stopped school bus that has
its red lights activated? This
includes on any NYS roadway,
as well as in parking lots.
Keep our children safe!
Never pass a stopped school
bus!

OBEY THE LAW!

COME AND HAVE DINNER AT OPEN HOUSE
There will be food trucks available in the OA parking lot during the Elementary and Middle High
School Open House on October 11 from 5 to 7pm. Various dinner food items will be available to
purchase. Sponsored by the Class of 2018.

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY LUNCHEON-OA ELEMENTARY
The annual Grandparents’ Day luncheon will be held on Thursday, October 19, 2017. More info will
be sent home in October!

SPONSORED BY THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT, Wednesday, October 11, 2017, During Open
House, 5:00 – 7:00 pm, We invite you to stop into the newly renovated High School Cafeteria, get a
drink and enjoy music from soloists and ensembles!

Tickets on Sale Now!
OACS Alumni Hall of Fame Class of 2017 Induction Dinner and Ceremony—October 28, 2017
Get your tickets before they sell out! The OACS Alumni Hall of Fame Committee will be honoring the Alumni Hall of Fame Class of 2016
during an Alumni Hall of Fame weekend scheduled for October 27-28, 2017.
On the evening of Saturday, October 28th, there will be a community dinner and ceremony to induct our newest members. The dinner will be
held at the OACS High School. Doors open at 5:30 and the event begins at 6:00.
Tickets are on sale only through October 21st and are available at the high school main office, at Warner’s Flower Shop on Main Street in
Oakfield or by contacting committee member Jamie Disalvo - bak2good@hotmail.com, 7604 S. Pearl St. Rd., Oakfield, NY 14125. Tickets
are $20 each.
The Hall of Fame recognizes outstanding OACS alumni who have achieved distinction in their lives and chosen field after high school
through significant contributions to their career, community or through personal achievements. This year’s inductees are Justin Tretter '02,
Travis Betters '94, Mike Cianfrini '02, and Joe Cassidy '62.
We hope to see you there!

ELEMENTARY NEWS
The Oakfield‐Alabama Central School is committed to improving communication and sharing our daily activities with our community.
This year we will continue to utilize Twitter and Facebook.
Twitter is a social media forum used by educators around the world. Teachers are able to connect and share ideas with short posts
and pictures. Here at Oakfield ‐ Alabama we are using Twitter , too. If you go to Twitter you can search #oaelem to see the posts
from our Elementary faculty. If you use the #oamhs or search the user @oahornets you will see posts from our MHS faculty. Below
are the names of faculty members and their handles (usernames). Please check them out!
Mark Alexander ‐@malexander1358

MHS ‐ @OAHornets

Kelly Santora ‐ @ElemPrincipalOA

Lynn Gehlert ‐ @LGehlert07

Andrea Grazioplene ‐ @ASGrazioplene

Candace George ‐ @cjhs820

Michelle Smith ‐ @msmithoa

Jennifer Stearns ‐ @MrsStearnsOA

Will Huynh ‐ @willhuynh

Stefanie Clark ‐ @Stre825637Clark

Megan Rogers ‐ @schoolpsychOA

Mary Kalinowski ‐ @mkal1314

Michael Lamar ‐ @MrLamarOA

Katherine Naughton‐@KNaughtonOA

Kristen Leiker ‐ @Kleiker14

Suzanne Hurlbut ‐ @suzyhbut

Andrea Karas ‐ @andrea20339

Kiele Barmasse ‐ @KbKieleOA

Meagan Buckley ‐ gucci4338

Megan Williams‐ @LemonMeg6

Olivia Talley ‐@OliviarTalley

Krista Metz ‐ MissMetz_OAS

Alannah Fisher ‐ @AlannahHeale

Amy Wight ‐ @awightoa

Krista Derschug ‐ @KDerschug

Brian Palone ‐ @brian_palone

Robin Bonanno ‐ @Bonanno_OA

Kristen Maxwell ‐ @KMaxwellKristen

Claudia Gelder ‐ @GelderClaudia

Ashley Rebmann ‐ @Miss_Rebmann

Katie Robinson ‐@MrsKRobinson1

Kadi Hilchey ‐@kadi_valentine

Danielle Hyrek ‐ @Hyrek_K2017
Rob Zdrojewski ‐ @MrZtechTV

Dave Porter ‐ @docpchemistry

OA Athletic s‐ @OA_Athletics

OA Health ‐ @OA_PEHealth

Facebook Accounts to follow

Oakfield‐Alabama Central School District
Mrs. George’s UPK Class
Mrs. Hurlbut’s Kindergarten
Mrs. Buckley's Kinderloves
Mrs. Della Penna's Kindergarten Superstars
Oakfield‐Alabama Fourth Grade 2017‐2018
Fifth with Smith OA
www.facebook.com/KNaughtonOA

NEWS FROM THE HIGH SCHOOL COUNSELOR

On these dates, representatives from local and surrounding colleges will be coming to OACS to meet prospective students. Topics
touched on will be: admission requirements, financial aid, campus life, academic programs, etc. These are causal information sessions
that oﬀer a great way to learn about a college or program that may not have been thought of yet!
If you have any additional questions, please contact Megan Hoﬀman, High School Counselor at 948–5211 ext. 4213.
The dates are as follows:
Wednesday, September 27th
Monday October 2nd
Wednesday, October 4th
Tuesday, October 24th
Wednesday, October 25th
Thursday, October 26th
Friday, October 27th
Thursday, November 7th
Monday, November 13th

St. John Fisher – 9:45 AM
Rochester Area College Fair – 8:30 – 9:15 AM
SUNY Potsdam – 10:00 AM
SUNY Canton – 11:45 AM
WyoTech‐ 7:45 AM
SUNY Geneseo – 9:00 AM
Rochester Institute of Technology – 1:15 PM
University at Buﬀalo – 8:00 AM
GCC Instant Acceptance Day – 9:00 AM
Keuka College – 10:30 AM
Niagara University – 12:30 PM

AƩenƟon High School Students!
Have You Joined the ScholasƟc Bowl Team Yet?
For decades now, we have had a team of high school students represent Oakfield‐Alabama at the annual Genesee Valley
BOCES Scholastic Bowl. Scholastic Bowl is a competitive academic tournament involving 12 area school districts. Team
members work to answer questions faster than the other teams can answer ‐ it works somewhat like the popular television
show Jeopardy, although students do not have to phrase their answers in the form of a question. The match questions come
from topics covering all academic disciplines and topics which we encounter in everyday life such as science, math, English,
foreign languages, literature, religion, history, current events, entertainment, sports, and politics.
Practices are held after school and begin In the fall. Each team participates in five regular season matches on Tuesday and
Wednesday evenings in January and February. Semi‐finals and finals matches are held the week after the regular season
ends mid‐February. All competitions are taped in the Conable Technology Building at GCC in Batavia by the television
studio team at GCC and can be seen online. Scholastic Bowl is open to any high school student who would like to represent
our school in this friendly yet competitive tournament against Akron, Alden, Alexander, Attica, Batavia, Byron‐Bergen,
Elba, LeRoy, Notre Dame, Pavilion, & Pembroke. Our students are consistent models of good sportsmanship, enthusiasm,
good humor, and wit.
If you are interested in representing Oakfield‐Alabama in this academic competition, visit Señora Sparrow Percy in room
187 during Oﬃce Hours to sign up or simply come to a practice session! Our practice schedule is posted outside of room
187 and can be heard on the daily announcements. Join the fun and show oﬀ what you know at Scholastic Bowl!

TASTE OF THE O-A COMMUNITY
The Oakfield-Alabama Varsity Club will be sponsoring a
unique type of event throughout the 2017-18 school year
called Taste Of The O-A Community. We will be
showcasing our local eating establishments in The Horizon
in return for donations for our OA Athletic Banquet at the
end of they year. The Oak Grill and Cafe, The Caryville,
Santino’s, Alabama Hotel and Oakfield Hotel will each
participate. How can you help us, you ask? During different
times, one specific restaurant will be highlighted. All you
have to do is dine with them!! Coupons, if required, will be
available on our Oakfield-Alabama website as well as our
Facebook page for you to print. The Varsity athletes will
also have coupons. If you would like a coupon and can’t
print, email Barb Harkness at bharkness@oahornets.org and
I will get one to you!

Oakfield-Alabama Varsity Club

Taste of the O-A Community’
Simply present this coupon

ANY MONDAY during October
10 am to Close.
(you can visit every Monday in October if you wish!!)

to

The Oak Grill and Cafe
10% of your bill will be donated to
the O-A Varsity Club
Alcohol purchases are not included... but ice cream is!!

We would like to thank our first restaurant that helped us
with this fundraiser, the Oakfield Hotel. They sponsored a
week in September. If you didn’t get a chance to dine that
week, you can enjoy their pizza, wings, sandwiches for
lunch or dinner, or their famous fish fry on Friday night! We
thank the Scopano family for years service to our community
and wish them well as a new company takes over in the near
future.

Enjoy a meal out, and help the Varsity Club in the process!

The Oak Grill and Cafe will be showcased during the month
of October. Their donation will be based on the sales
received on Mondays during October. Simply take one of
the following coupons with you and return it when you pay
your bill! Enjoy breakfast, lunch or dinner, or take your
family in for some ice cream! Their beef on weck is
awesome!! Mike and Donna Dilcher will be sure to provide
delicious eats!!
There is nothing like supporting our local businesses! Please
join us by visiting these restaurants...and don’t forget your
coupon!!

Coupon must be presented at time of purchase and
may be used to eat in or for take out dinners.

9TH ANNUAL TOWN OF OAKFIELD HALLOWEEN PARTY
SPONSORED BY THE TOWN OF OAKFIELD
In conjunction with the
Oakfield Betterment Committee & Oakfield Alabama Lion’s Club
When:
Time:
Where:

Friday, October 27, 2017
7:00 pm—9:00 pm
Elroy D. Parkins (Little League Park), 37 Drake Street, Oakfield

Please join us for Haunted Wagon Rides, games, FREE hot dog, chips & drink for kids,
Parents can eat for $1.50.
Prizes for best costume in Age Groups (0-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12 years & Adult)
Prizes awarded for the SCARECROW Contest!!

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER SPORTS SCHEDULES

2017

Dates, Locations and Times Subject to Change
For updated info, please go to http://www.geneseeregionaa.org/public/genie/605/school/166/
Stay up to date with all of OA Athletics and follow them on Twitter using @OA_Athletics.

OACS ELEMENTARY MATH OLYMPIADS
Oakfield Alabama Elementary School’s Math Olympiads Team completed a super ninth season in the 16-17 academic year! All of
the participants did wonderful work within the weekly practices and five competitions. There were 21 children at the elementary
level who accepted the challenge of completing the Math Olympiads Program, along with nearly 150,000 students worldwide. There
are over 4,500 teams in the United States, with approximately 100,000 students. Additionally, about 1,800 teams in 32 other
countries participate.
Listed below are the high scorers at the 4th, 5th, and 6th grade levels. Bodie Hyde earned the high overall team score, with Mason
Cadieux/Julian Schrauger/Aiden Warner all tying for second highest score, and Grace Carmichael with third overall score.
4th Grade

5th Grade

6th Grade

Highest Scorer(s)

Ronald Muntz

Bodie Hyde

Mason Cadieux
Aiden Warner

2nd Highest Scorer(s)

Jaxon DelPriore
Corbin DeMare

Julian Schrauger

Jadyn Brummert

3rd Highest Scorer(s)

Brady Johnson

Grace Carmichael

Bianca Altamirano
Lily Davis

Mrs. Alannah Fisher and Mrs. Mary Kalinowski, faculty sponsors for 2016-17, would like to extend congratulations to all of the
young mathematicians (listed below) who participated in Math Olympiads!
2016-17 Elementary Math Olympiads Participants
Bianca Altamirano
Jadyn Brummert
Mason Cadieux
Grace Carmichael
Jack Cianfrini
Lily Davis
Jaxon DelPriore

Corbin DeMare
Sam Dinsmore
Micah Flores
Bodie Hyde
Brady Johnson
Jaylee Johnson
Hunter Lane

Ronald Muntz
Greg Narburgh
Logan Narburgh
Julian Schrauger
Aiden Warner
Joseph Wolcott
Colton Yasses

Students earning special recognition, an embroidered patch - from the Math Olympiads Organization for scoring in the top 50% and
above of all participants in the elementary division, are pictured below. Excellent work to all of our elementary mathletes!

(pictured L to right, front row - Grace Carmichael, Jadyn Brummert, Mason Cadieux, back row - Mrs. Mary Kalinowski, Bodie Hyde,
Aiden Warner, Mrs. Alannah Fisher) and Julian Schrauger, (not available for photo).
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Board of Education
Meeting Dates
2017-2018 School Year
OACS Community Room
6 pm
July 11th (Re-Org/Regular Meeting)
August 15th
September 19th
October 17th
November 21st
December 19th
January 16th
February 27th
March 20th
April 23rd (GVEP Budget/Annual
Election)
May 8th (Budget Hearing)
May 15th (Budget Vote)
May 29th
June 19th

O-A CLASS OF ‘77
Get together
October 14, 2017
3:30 pm
15202 East Barre Road, Albion, NY 14411
If interested, please contact
Iva Caton-McKenna
@716-474-1865

Email: imluvgm@yahoo.com

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library
The Richter Family Foundation, which sponsors and manages Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library in the OakfieldAlabama School District, will now register children living in the district online. Our original paper registration
brochures will still be available at the following locations: Alabama Holley Farms, Alabama Town Hall, Haxton
Library, M&T Bank, Oakfield Village Office, and the O-A Elementary School.

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library is a free (to the family) monthly book program for children who
are younger than 5 years of age residing in the O-A district. To register online, simply go to
www.imaginationlibrary.com, click on register my child at the top, and follow the directions.
If you have questions, you may contact the Richters at (585)948-9675.

