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Winter has definitely arrived in Central Iowa. We appreciate everyone
adapting to the changes in schedules. The forecast for the next week
includes some very cold temperatures, the district will continue to be
proactive in our efforts to carefully monitor weather conditions to ensure the safety of our students. Due to the past school day cancellations/delays and with more winter weather ahead of us, the district
will need to add school days to the end of the year to make up those
weather days. Total number of days to make up have yet to be determined.
Decisions must be made by 5:45 am in order to contact parents and
staff. Visit our Weather Closings Information page on our website for
more information.
Our decision to open or close the schools in poor weather is based on
an analysis of factors such as:



Information on road conditions from transportation staff, highway
patrol and county roads departments. We consider all of the roads in
the district. Even if your street or road looks clear, travel elsewhere in
the district may be dangerous. Additionally, we factor in the safety of
high school students that may be driving to school.



Amount of snow and ice accumulated, predicted duration of any
precipitation, and temperature and wind chill. If the National Weather
Service forecast for 7 a.m. calls for a wind chill of minus 25 or worse,
classes and activities may be canceled or delayed.
As superintendent of schools, I am responsible for the final decision,
based on the above factors and recommendations from the director of
transportation. The ultimate decision whether or not to send your
child to school rests with you, the parent. If you believe it is unsafe to
send your child to school, your decision will be accepted and respected.
Once again, thank you for your support, and for all you do for our
school district and students. Please feel free to contact me by e-mail
at bryce.amos@carlislecsd.org.

1

Spotlight on… Carlisle Middle School Social Studies
CMS Social Studies Teachers:

Mr. Fletcher, Mr. Heitmeier, Mrs. Sinclair, Mr. Crippen
6th Grade
The 6th grade social studies classes have
worked throughout the school year on
identifying primary and secondary
sources, understanding why these
sources were created, and why these
sources might be important. Students
have also practiced corroborating multiple sources (articles, nonfiction books,
primary source documents, videos, etc.)
to determine reliability. Other critical
historical thinking skills that our students have utilized include gathering
relevant information to develop claims and to support their claims using
evidence.
Another transition being made in the 6th grade social studies classes is the
use of a compelling question to guide instruction throughout our contentbased units. For example; our compelling question for our Ancient Greece
Unit was “Brains, brawn, or both. Which was more important to the Greek’s
identity?” Our compelling question also has 4-5 supporting questions to help
scaffold instruction and student learning. An example from our current
unit on Ancient Greece is “Fight or Flight? How would you respond to Spartan training?” These compelling and supporting questions help our students
to compare and contrast, identify cause and effect, and to make personal
connections to our units of study.
One last piece of excitement is that our students in 6th Grade Advanced Social Studies will be participating in the National Geographic GeoBee later in
January. There are multiple stages/rounds to this including invites to the
state and national level competitions should any of our students advance
that far.
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7th Grade
7th Grade Social Studies students have been using primary sources to help guide learning and
understanding of topics covered in class.
Whether it is speeches, political cartoons, or
various writings, students are being exposed to
documents from the time period being studied.
Students have been able to look at sources from
the Industrial Revolution, Age of Imperialism,
World War I, and currently the 1920s era. Document Based Questioning requires students to
analyze documents to answer a guiding question.
Many times, students will write about their own interpretation of the
topic and form their own opinions based on evidence. For example, students wrote about whether or not they thought world leaders got the
Treaty of Versailles right after WWI and they used evidence gathered from
Supporting Questions to help guide their answer. Using evidence to support a claim has been a collective focus of the Social Studies team.
We have also conducted simulations in the class around class topics such
as a map scramble activity, a court case on the Age of Imperialism, and
most recently, students drafted their own Post-WWI treaty.
8th Grade
The 8th grade Social Studies class major focus for the remainder of this
school year will be working through primary source documents and be
able to create claims and support those claims with evidence. The students will need to be able to source, contextualize, close read, and corroborate documents by the end of the semester.
The students have started this process by working with the Declaration of
Independence and The Bill of Rights by working in groups and breaking
down what rights were being taken away and what rights are now given in
the Constitution. Students worked in groups to create posters of the Bill
of Rights describing rights given along with illustrations to explain those
rights.
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One Book, One School,
One Community Scavenger Hunt

“Where is Ivan?”

Clue number #4 (January 25th-February 1st) :
New to town, need to pay a utility bill or get a pool pass?
Come here and get help fast! Where can Ivan be? Use
these clues and you will see!
***Start searching after 4 pm today-Feb 1st at 4 pm***
Any person who finds Ivan can take a picture with him. The photo can then be
shared via social media with the hashtag #IFoundIvan. (Share on your personal site, the Carlisle Elementary Library Facebook page, or your teacher’s
classroom page). Students who find him will receive a piece of candy!
If at any time you have any questions, feel free to contact Kristin Kapusinski
kristin.kapusinski@carlislecsd.org or Leah Rolffs leah.rolffs@carlislecsd.org
via email or calling the Elementary office: 515-989-0339.
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FREE ADMISSION at ALUMNI NIGHT
with Alumni shirt!
Alumni Night is the kickoff event for
the annual alumni shirt sales and I ♥
CHS Fund Drive. It will be held Friday,
January 25 in conjunction with the Athletic Hall of Fame induction ceremony
at the basketball game.
Congratulations to the following
ALUMNI: Deena Chipp Swyers ‘89, Todd
Isley, ‘90 and the 1996 State Championship Softball team who will be inducted this year!! Please come and show your appreciation to these folks,
who put Carlisle in the winner’s circle for their respective achievements.
The girls’ basketball game begins at 6:00 pm with the induction ceremony
to be held at approximately 7:15 before the boy’s game.
All Alumni are invited to stop at the alumni table to sign up for the
alumni prize giveaways which will be announced at half-time of the boy’s
game. We will be selling our key rings and directories, along with alumni
apparel. Remember that you can have your apparel personalized with
your name or graduation year for a few more dollars. We’ll have our new
red shirts available!!
The I ♥ CHS Fund Drive is our annual scholarship drive which challenges
all alumni to donate at least $10 to their Class. When $500 has been
raised, a scholarship is given in honor of their Class.
And, of course, don’t forget to wear your Alumni shirt or sweatshirt for
FREE admission to the game!
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SCHOOL COUNSELING CORNER
Our High School and Middle School counseling staff is starting to get very busy helping our 8th grade through 11th grade students get prepared for the 2019-2020 school year.
This means a lot of meetings with groups of students to look over possible courses and plan
for courses for the next school year. This is an exciting time for students and an important
time for students to be thinking not just about next year, but to be thinking about their future after high school graduation.
Currently, Mr. Barry has been working with 8th graders using our Naviance software.
Naviance Student is an amazing system for students and parents to use to research possible
careers and colleges for ALL students in grades 8-12. Eighth graders have taken a few surveys to learn more about their personality and career interests. They have also spent some
time looking into other post-secondary options such as 2-year college, 4-year college, military, and other options that students bring up as possible interests. Be sure to ask your 8th
grade child about Naviance and have your child show you how they log in. Once logged in,
you will be able to see what careers and colleges he/she has saved and favorited. This site is
available 24/7 year round, so feel free to explore it with your child whenever you want!
Our high school counselors will soon join Mr. Barry and work with 8th graders to actually learn about high school, learn about the courses the high school has to offer, and eventually create a 4-year plan of courses that will help each student graduate with enough
credits. This is a big step for 8th graders but a fun one.
Our high school counselors also stay
Key Dates for Students/Parents
very busy in February and March working with
with Course Registration
each high school grade of students to help the
students get registered for their next year of
th
February 13 : HS Counselors will
courses. If you have a high school student or
have met with all HS students on
an 8th grader, February and March is a great
time to ask your child about their career and
course selections.
th
th
college interests and what courses they are
February 13 /19 : HS Counselors
thinking about taking in the next year.
work with 8th graders on HS course
By the time our students hit Spring
selections and 4-year plans
Break, with the help of our counseling staff,
***February 26th***: 9th grade Registheir parents, and their own hard work and
tration/Orientation Evening for 8th
planning, all 8th graders through 11th graders
graders and parents in the HS Auditoshould have an updated 4-year plan and
rium at 6:30pm
should be registered for their 2019-20 courses.
March 7th: By this date, HS students
From there, our HS counselors have the tough
will have registered for 2019-20
job and getting all the students placed into
courses
their courses and adjusting the master schedth
th
ule to make everything work as smooth as
March 12 : 4-year plans from 8
possible. It is a tough job, but getting everygraders DUE!
thing to balance so that our students can
April 2nd: ACT testing for all juniors
benefit and achieve as much success as possi(no school for 9th, 10th, and 12th gradble makes it all worth it. If you have ques-

ers)
April 5th: No school for Juniors

tions, please feel free to reach out to any
of our counseling staff.
7

CALLING ALL TABLE DECORATORS!

The PEACH Affair is Carlisle Dollars for Scholars' largest annual fundraiser.
This year’s event will take place on Saturday, March 30 in the Carlisle High
School gymnasium. Dinner will be served, and a silent and live auction will
follow dessert. Before any of that can happen, the tables must be decorated!
Be a part of the excitement by sharing your creativity on a tabletop! Create a
themed masterpiece by volunteering to decorate a table!
We provide the plates, silverware and cups (unless you'd like to provide a fun
alternative). We also provide a black table cloth, but you are welcome to
cover it if you choose. Table decorators are responsible for 8-10 place settings to include:
- napkins
- candy/nut cups if you choose
- themed decorations
- centerpiece (height should not obstruct vision)
This year’s theme is…… COUNTRIES! If you are interested in being a table
decorator, please contact Brandi Thompson at
brandi.thompson@unitypoint.org, call or text to 515-201-8142 or search Facebook for the group named Carlisle PEACH Affair Table Decorators. We can’t
wait to see what you come up with!
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FATHER DAUGHTER DANCE IS COMING!
The Father-Daughter Dance is scheduled for Saturday, March 2nd in the
high school commons. Girls in kindergarten through 5th grade are invited
to attend and be escorted by their father or other important adult male
relative or friend. The dance will be
held from 6:30 – 8:30 and includes
treats, face painting ($5 payable to
the painter), a dance contest, crafts,
a corsage and a photograph.
As part of a community service project, we ask that each girl bring an
item to help others. Items may include: Shampoo, conditioner, body
wash, deodorant, toilet paper, toothbrushes and toothpaste.
Registration forms will be sent home through the school in February and
may be returned to their teacher. PLEASE place the signed form and payment in a sealed envelope with the teacher’s name and grade written on
the outside. Parents may also register and pay online at https://
carlisleiaalumni.wixsite.com/association/father-daughter-danceregistration.
Volunteers are needed to bring cookies and bars as well as decorating
and clean-up help. You can sign up to bring THREE dozen cookies on the
website as well or you may email us at carlisleiaalumni@gmail.com to
volunteer for this outstanding event which promotes family values and
raises money for the alumni scholarship fund!
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Youth Track and Field Camp

The Carlisle High School track & field coaching staff will once
again be hosting a Youth Track and Field Camp in 2019 for current 1st-6th grade athletes.
The camp is set to be held on Sunday, April 14 with the make-up
date on Sunday, April 28. The girls’ session will run from 1:00
p.m.—3:00 p.m. and the boys’ session from 3:30 p.m.—5:30 p.m.
Cost of the camp is $25.
Registration is now live:
http://trackandfield.carlislecsdcamps.com/youth-camp.cfm
Please contact Jared Fletcher (jared.fletcher@carlislecsd.org or
515-822-8028) with any questions.
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Use the following link to place an order for 2019 Track and Field apparel:
https://carlisletrackfield2019.itemorder.com/sale
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LUNCH MENU
DAY

Monday,
January 28

Tuesday,
January 29

Wednesday,
January 30

Thursday,
January 31

Friday,
February 1

BREAKFAST

LUNCH
Popcorn Chicken
Mashed Potatoes
Edamame
Banana
Applesauce
6-12
Dinner Roll

Cereal

Hot Dog
Potato Wedges
Steamed Carrots
Apricots / Mixed Fruit

Sausage Pancake
on a Stick

K-5
Cheese Pizza
6-12
Cheese / Taco Pizza
All Grades
Lettuce Salad
Green Beans
Peaches / Pears

Breakfast Pizza

Meatballs
Corn
Steamed Broccoli
Garlic Toast
Apple / Mandarin Oranges
Cookie

Eggs & Sausage

K-5
Pancakes
6-12
French Toast Sticks
9-12
Egg Omelet / Sausage
All Grades
Yogurt
Hashbrowns
Juice / Pineapple

Donut
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ALA
CARTE

Breakfast
Pizza

Garlic
Cheese
Bread

Egg Roll
or Burrito

Bread
Stick

Pizza

For community happenings, please click the
Community News link below:

Community News Page
(* indicates new item)

Heart and Sole (Girls on the Run for Middle School)
Registration Begins January 15
Janet Ray Fitness Classes—Begin January 7
Spring Carlisle Soccer Club Registration Information
Girls Softball Registration Information
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