Dear Seniors,
You are about to take a major step in your life and educational
career; choosing a post-graduation plan. Selecting a college, joining the
military, or entering the workforce is a much more substantial step for
most students than the usual transitions from elementary to middle to
high school. Therefore, you should give this important plan your serious
and careful consideration. While your parents, counselors, and teachers
will be involved in this process with you and can greatly assist you, you
must be the one to put in the hard work and dedication to make the final
decision about your future.
The process of deciding post-graduation plans has many steps,
whether your goal is college, military, work, etc.
The information
contained in this handbook can be most helpful; therefore, we urge you to
read it carefully and to follow the information that is included.
Batesburg-Leesville High School desires to help each of our students in
every possible way. No school can guarantee its graduates automatic
acceptance to any particular institution. It is our hope that this booklet
will help make the decision process as easy and successful as possible.
We encourage you to make full use of the Counseling Department.
The counselors are here to help with your questions and concerns. We
look forward to meet with each of you to discuss your future plans and
how we can help you get there!
Sincerely,

BLHS Counseling Department
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South Carolina High School
Diploma Requirements

Courses

SC Diploma

2 Year College

4 Year College

English

4 Units

4 Units

4 Units

Mathematics

4 Units

4 Units

4 Units

Science

3 Units

3 Units

3 Units
(must be 3 lab sciences)

U.S. History

1 Unit

1 Unit

1 Unit

Government/Economics

1 Unit

1 Unit

1 Unit

Other Social Studies

1 Unit

1 Unit

1 Unit

Physical Education

1 Unit

1 Unit

1 Unit

Computer Science

1 Unit

1 Unit

1 Unit
(with significant
programming content)

CTE/Foreign Language

1 Unit

1 Unit

2 Language Units
(some schools require 3
units)

Electives

7 Units

7 Units

7 Units
(one must be a fine arts)

Total

24 Units

24 Units

24+ Units
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Lexington School District 3
Academic Diploma Requirements
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Post-Graduation Destinations
Destination: Work or Military
Work: Students should strive to secure a work site towards the end of senior year.
Military: S
 tudents should speak with recruiters as early as possible during high school.
Recruiters from different military branches come to BLHS during lunch and are
available to talk to students. Students interested in the military may also wish to take
the ASVAB for military-entrance purposes and job identification.
Destination: Two-Year College
Transfer vs. Career Programs: Students can attend a two-year college to work
towards a degree in a certain career. Students may also wish to look into the transfer
programs at two-year colleges, which allow students to transfer from a two-year
school to a four-year school after completion of a certain number of credits.
Entrance Exam: Students going to a two-year school should take the entrance exam
or placement test required by the college. For example, Midlands Technical College
requires ASSET or Accuplacer. Some programs at two-year colleges may require the
SAT or ACT.
Destination: Four-Year College
Students should check with the four-year colleges that they are interested in for their
specific admissions requirements. Students should also take a college entrance exam
(ACT or SAT).
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Course Requirements for All 4-Year South Carolina
State-Supported Colleges and Universities
Four Units of English: A
 ll four units must have strong reading (including works of fiction and
non-fiction), writing, communicating, and researching components. It is strongly recommended
that students take two units that are literature based, including American, British, and World
Literature. Completion of College Preparatory English I, II, III, and IV will meet this criterion.

Four Units of Mathematics: T
 hese include Algebra I (for which Foundations and Intermediate
Algebra may count together as a substitute, if a student successfully completes Algebra II),
Algebra II, and Geometry. A fourth higher-level mathematics course should be selected from
among Algebra III/Trigonometry, PreCalculus, Calculus, Statistics, Discrete Mathematics, or a
Capstone Mathematics course and should be taken during the senior year.

Three Units of Laboratory Sciences: T
 wo units must be taken in two different fields of the
physical, earth, or life sciences and selected from among biology, chemistry, physics, or earth
science. The third unit may be from the same field as one of the first two units (biology,
chemistry, physics, or earth science) or from any laboratory science for which biology, chemistry,
physics and/or earth science is a prerequisite. Courses in general or introductory science for
which one of these four units is not a prerequisite will not meet this requirement. It’s strongly
recommended that students desiring to pursue careers in science, mathematics, engineering or
technology take one course in all four fields: biology, chemistry, physics, and earth science.

Two Units of the Same Foreign Language Two units with a heavy emphasis on language
acquisition. (Clemson and College of Charleston require THREE)

Three Units of Social Sciences: O
 ne unit of U.S. History, a half unit of Economics, and a half
unit of Government are required. An additional unit of World History or Geography is strongly
recommended.

One Unit of Fine Art: O
 ne unit in appreciation of, history of, or performance in one of the fine
arts. This unit should be selected from among media/digital arts, dance, music, theater, or visual
and spatial arts.

Elective: Two units must be taken as electives. A college preparatory course in Computer
Science (i.e., one involving significant programming content, not simply keyboarding or using
applications) is strongly recommended for this elective. Other acceptable electives include
college preparatory courses in English; fine arts; foreign languages; social science; humanities;
mathematics; physical education; and laboratory science (courses for which biology, chemistry,
physics, or earth science is a prerequisite).

One Unit of Physical Education or ROTC: One unit of physical education to include
one semester of personal fitness and another semester in lifetime fitness. Exemption
applies to students enrolled in Junior ROTC and for students exempted because of
physical disability or for religious reasons.
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South Carolina Colleges and Universities
2 Year Schools: Admissions requirements for 2 year colleges vary. Many require a placement
exam. Some 2 year colleges also require the SAT or ACT for certain majors. Please check with
your college of interest for their specific requirements.
Aiken Technical College (Aiken)
Central Carolina Technical College (Sumter)
Clinton Junior College (Rock Hill)
Denmark Technical College (Denmark)
Florence-Darlington Technical College (Florence)
Forrest College (Anderson)
Greenville Technical College (Greenville)
Horry-Georgetown Technical College (Conway)
Midlands Technical College (Columbia)
Northeastern Technical College (Cheraw)
Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical College
(Orangeburg)
Piedmont Technical College (Greenwood)
Remington College (Columbia)
Spartanburg Community College (Spartanburg)

Spartanburg Methodist College (Spartanburg)
Technical College of the Lowcountry (Beaufort)
Tri-County Technical College (Pendleton)
Trident Technical College (Charleston)
University of South Carolina- Lancaster Campus
(Lancaster)
University of South Carolina- Salkehatchie Campus
(Allendale)
University of South Carolina- Sumter Campus
(Sumter)
University of South Carolina- Union Campus
(Union)
Williamsburg Technical College (Kingstree)
York Technical College (Rock Hill)

4 Year Schools: O
 n page 6 are the requirements for admissions for 4 year public universities in
South Carolina. If you are interested in a private university, please check with them for their
requirements.
Allen University (Columbia)
American College of the Building Arts (Charleston)
Anderson University (Anderson)
Art Institute of Charleston (Charleston)
Benedict College (Columbia)
Bob Jones University (Greenville)
Charleston Southern University (Charleston)
The Citadel (Charleston)
Claflin University (Orangeburg)
Clemson University (Clemson)
Coastal Carolina University (Conway)
Coker College (Hartsville)
College of Charleston (Charleston)
Columbia College (Columbia)
Columbia International University (Columbia)
Converse College (Spartanburg)
Erskine College (Due West)
Furman University (Greenville)
Lander University (Greenwood)

Limestone College (Gaffney)
Morris College (Sumter)
Newberry College (Newberry)
North Greenville University (Tigerville)
Presbyterian College (Clinton)
South Carolina State University (Orangeburg)
Southern Methodist College (Orangeburg)
Southern Wesleyan University (Central)
University of South Carolina- Columbia Campus
(Columbia)
University of South Carolina- Aiken Campus
(Aiken)
University of South Carolina- Beaufort Campus
(Beaufort)
University of South Carolina- Upstate Campus
(Spartanburg)
Voorhees College (Denmark)
Winthrop University (Rock Hill)
Wofford University (Spartanburg)
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College Application Process

1) G
 ET AN APPLICATION: Most college applications can be accessed online. Students can simply go to the
college’s website and fill out the online application.
2) A
 PPLY: Students should read and follow all directions and fill out the application thoroughly. If using a
paper application, be sure to write neatly and legibly. If an application requires an essay, make a copy or save
it to your computer in case it gets lost or you need a similar essay for another college.
3) C
 OUNSELOR FORM: Some colleges include a sheet that must be completed by a counselor. Print this
form and bring it to the Counseling Office as soon as possible.
4) R
 ECOMMENDATION LETTER: Colleges often require recommendations. This can be either a letter or
may be a certain form the college has within the application. Be sure to give the writer of any
recommendation plenty of time to complete the letter or form. It is recommended that you provide the writer a
copy of your resume or an activity sheet listing your activities, awards, accomplishments, etc.
5) T
 RANSCRIPT: After completing the application, students are required to request their high school
transcripts through ScribOrder to be sent to each college that they are applying to. The link for this website is
listed on the BLHS Counseling site.
6) ACT/SAT SCORES: Colleges require that students have the test scores sent directly from the ACT or
College Board (SAT) directly. Students can also indicate which colleges they would like for their scores to be
sent to when they take the test. BLHS’s school code is 410110.
7) COMMON NOTIFICATION: Many colleges, especially the more selective ones, adhere to common
notification dates. This means that they have a cut-off date for receipt of applications. Be mindful of early
deadlines vs. regular deadlines. The college evaluates all completed applications received before that date and
selects those applicants which it feels to be best qualified for admission.
8) R
 OLLING ADMISSIONS: This is the term used by colleges which do not wait for a specific date to notify all
their applicants, but rather send their decisions upon receipt and review of all credentials.
Each college’s admissions page will tell you whether the college uses rolling admissions or common
notification. If a college uses rolling admissions, it is obviously to your advantage to apply early since it
becomes harder to get in as more freshmen are admitted.
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2018-2019 National Test Dates
ACT Dates
Test Date

Registration Deadline

Late Deadline

Score Release*

August 12, 2018

Aug 26, 2018

Sept 18-Nov 1, 2018

October 27, 2018

Sept 28, 2018

Oct 14, 2018

Nov 13, 2018-Jan 2, 2019

December 8, 2018

Nov 2, 2018

Nov 19, 2018

Dec 18, 2018-Feb 1, 2019

February 9, 2019

Jan 12, 2018

Jan 18, 2019

Feb 20- Apr 5, 2019

April 13, 2019

Mar 9, 2018

Mar 25, 2019

Apr 23-June 7, 2019

June 8, 2019

May 4, 2018

May 20, 2019

June 18-Aug 2, 2019

July 13, 2019

June 14, 2019

June 24, 2019

July 23-Aug 26, 2019

Sept 8, 2018

SAT Dates
Test Date

Registration Deadline

Phone/Online
Late Registration
Deadline

Online Score Release

August 25, 2018

July 27, 2018

Aug 15, 2018

Sept 7-12, 2018

October 6, 2018

Sep 7, 2018

Sep 26, 2018

Oct 19-24, 2018

November 3, 2018

Oct 5, 2018

Oct 24, 2018

Nov 16-21, 2018

December 1, 2018

Nov 2, 2018

Nov 20, 2018

Dec 14-19, 2018

March 9, 2019

Feb 8, 2019

Feb 27, 2019

Mar 22-27, 2019

May 4, 2019

Apr 5, 2019

Apr 24, 2019

May 17-22, 2019

June 1, 2019

May 3, 2019

May 22, 2019

July 10-12, 2019
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ACT/SAT Score Comparison
New SAT Composite Score

ACT Composite Score

1600

36

1560-1590

35

1520-1550

34

1490-1510

33

1450-1480

32

1420-1440

31

1390-1410

30

1350-1380

29

1310-1340

28

1280-1300

27

1240-1270

26

1200-1230

25

1160-1190

24

1130-1150

23

1100-1120

22

1060-1090

21

1020-1050

20

980-1010

19

940-970

18

900-930

17

860-890

16
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South Carolina State Scholarships
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
To qualify, a student must meet one of the two academic requirements:
1. Score 1200 on the SAT (27 on the ACT); 3.5 GPA at the end of junior year and rank in the top 6% of the
class at the end of either the sophomore or junior year; or
2. Score at least 1400 on the SAT (32 on the ACT); 4.0 GPA at the end of the senior year.
Students attending a four-year college receive up to $6,700 for the freshmen year and up to $7,500 for their
sophomore, junior and senior years. For Enhancement eligibility, Palmetto Fellows must declare a major in an
approved math or science program. Eligible students may receive up to $10,000 (combined funds from the
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the Scholarship Enhancement) per year beginning with their
second/sophomore year of college enrollment.
Life Scholarship
To qualify, a student must meet two of the following three criteria for four-year colleges:
1. Graduate from high school with a 3.0 cumulative GPA on the Uniform Grading Scale calculated after the
eighth semester.
2. Receive a score of 1100 on the SAT (24 on the ACT).
3. Rank in the top 30% of the class.
To qualify, a student must meet the following criteria for t wo-year colleges:
1. Graduate from high school with at least a 3.0 cumulative GPA on the Uniform Grading Scale.
There is no application process. The college will notify the student if he/she is eligible for the Life Scholarship.
Students attending a four-year college will receive $4.700 plus a $300 book allowance. Students attending a
two-year college or technical college will receive the cost of tuition plus a $300 book allowance. For
Enhancement eligibility, Life Scholarship recipients must declare a major in an approved math or science
program. Eligible students may receive up to $7,500 (combined funds from the Life Scholarship and
Scholarship Enhancement) per year beginning with their second/sophomore year of college enrollment.
Hope Scholarship
Students attending a four-year college but who do not meet the eligibility requirements for the Life
Scholarship. Hope is $2,500 plus a $300 book allowance.
Lottery Tuition Assistance
Students who do not meet the eligibility requirements for the Life, Hope, or Palmetto Fellows Scholarships
may qualify for a portion of the tuition. Students must fill out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA).
*Students may also wish to access www.fastweb.com to learn about other scholarship opportunities.
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Other Scholarship Opportunities
Throughout the year, the BLHS Counseling Department receives information on various scholarships. Listed
below are the steps for how to apply for scholarships.
1) GET AN APPLICATION: Students can apply for some scholarships using online applications. Other
scholarships have paper applications, which students can pick up from the Counseling Department. Students
should carefully read the eligibility requirements for these scholarships to see if they qualify.
2) COMPLETE THE APPLICATION: Be sure to fill the application out completely. Don’t wait until the last
minute!
3) TURN IN THE APPLICATION: For applications that are turned into Guidance, there will be a deadline date
listed for when it is due to your counselor. Students must turn applications in by the date listed for the student
to be considered for the scholarship. Students should also be aware of deadlines for online applications.
4) TRANSCRIPTS/TEST SCORES: Many scholarships require a transcript and/or scores from the ACT/SAT to
be attached. If students turn the scholarship into the Counseling Office, we will attach the transcript and/or
scores for them. If students fill an application out online or send it themselves, they will need to request a
copy of their transcript and/or test scores from the Counseling Department as outlined in the application. This
must be done before the deadline. The first two transcripts are free.
5) RECOGNITION: At the end of senior year, there are times where students will be recognized for receiving
scholarships. Students must let the Counseling Department know what scholarships they have received in
order to be recognized at those times. Towards the end of their senior year, students will receive a Senior
Follow-Up Form, which is where they need to list any and all scholarships for recognition.
*Students may also wish to access www.fastweb.com to learn about other scholarship opportunities.

NCAA Eligibility Information
If a student is planning to participate in a sport at the college level for a Division I or Division II school, he or
she MUST register with the NCAA Eligibility Center online at: h
 ttps://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/.
*Division III level schools do not require NCAA registration.
Below is a list of what you will need to register.
-Valid Email Address
-Basic Personal Information
-Educational History

-Sports Participation History
-Payment

Students will also need to submit a request through ScribOrder via the counseling website in order for their
transcript to be sent to the NCAA Eligibility Center.
When taking the SAT or ACT, students should use the NCAA Eligibility Center’s code of 9999 to have scores
sent directly to the Eligibility Center.
For information on academic eligibility requirements, students should refer to the NCAA Guide for the
College-Bound Student-Athlete. Copies can be found in the Counseling Office or online at
http://www.ncaapublications.com/productdownloads/CBSA19.pdf.
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Financial Aid Information
The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) will be available in January. Seniors will need to
complete the application online at www.fafsa.ed.gov. Below is a list of what you will need in order to fill out
the FAFSA.
●
●
●
●
●
●

Your Social Security Number
Your Alien Registration Number (if you are not a U.S. citizen)
Your most recent federal income tax returns, W-2s, and other records of money earned. (Note: You may be
able to transfer your federal tax return information into your FAFSA using the IRS Data Retrieval Tool.)
Bank statements and records of investments (if applicable)
Records of untaxed income (if applicable)
A Federal Student Aid PIN to sign electronically. (If you do not already have one, visit www.pin.ed.gov to
obtain one.)

If you are a dependent student, then you will also need most of the above information for your parent(s).
Source: www.fafsa.ed.gov

Junior Year College Planning
Fall/Winter
●
●
●

Make lists of your abilities, preferences, and personal qualities. List things you may want to study and
do in college and characteristics you want in a college.
Learn about colleges. Look at their Web sites (www.collegeboard.com) has links. Talk to friends,
family, teachers and recent grads of your school now in college.
Be sure to make the most of the opportunities at BLHS throughout the year. Ed-Op will be on October
25th. We will also offer the PSAT at BLHS on October 11th. Listen to the announcements for more
information on how to sign-up.

● Keep your grades up!
Spring
●
●
●

●
●

Sign up to take the SAT and/or ACT in the spring.
If you’re in the Advanced Placement classes, you will take the AP exams given in May. Remember, if
you score a 3, 4, or 5 on the test, you will earn 3 hours of college credit at most colleges.
Make the most of the two college visits you are allowed during your junior year. During the spring
semester, these visits are excused absences if you bring a note from the college back and turn it into
the Attendance Secretary.
Create a résumé—a record of your accomplishments, activities and work experiences since you started
high school.
Continue to make good grades!

Summer
●
●
●
●
●
●

If you are an athlete planning to continue playing a sport in college, register with the NCAA Eligibility
Center.
Find a full-time or part-time job, or participate in a camp or summer college program.
Visit colleges. Take campus tours and, at colleges you’re serious about, make appointments to have
interviews with admissions counselors.
Download applications (or request paper copies) from colleges to which you’ll apply.
Check application dates — large universities may have early dates or rolling admissions.
Update your resume with any summer activities that you participated in.
Source: www.actstudent.org and w
 ww.collegeboard.org
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ALL YEAR
●

●

Senior Year College Planning

Keep your grades up! Colleges look at your senior year grades and receive a copy of your final
transcript at the end of your senior year. Scholarships are often times based on grades and GPA as
well.
Check with the office for scholarships that are available.

August/September
●

●

●

●
●

-Narrow your list of colleges. If you’ve not yet done so, download college applications and begin filling
them out along with any financial aid forms. If you need to, meet with a counselor about your college
choices.
-Make the most of the two college visits you are allowed during your senior year. These visits are
excused absences if you bring an excuse from the college back and turn it into the Attendance
Secretary.
-If you have not taken or plan to retake the SAT and/or ACT, be sure to sign up for the date that you
would like to take it. Also make sure that you indicate which colleges you would like your scores sent
to when you take the test.
-Representatives from various colleges will come to BLHS throughout the fall. Be sure to talk to the
representatives that visit from colleges that you’re interested in.
-Create a master list or calendar that includes:
○ Tests you’ll take and their fees, dates and registration deadlines
○ College application due dates
○ Required financial aid application forms and their deadlines (aid applications may be due before
college applications)
○ Other materials you’ll need (recommendations, transcripts, etc.)

October
●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●

Try to finalize your college choices.
Prepare early decision/early action or rolling admission applications as soon as possible.
Ask a teacher for recommendations if you need them and give them plenty of time to complete the
recommendation. Be sure to turn your Senior Information Sheet into Guidance with all of the
information that will be helpful for teachers to have when writing your recommendations.
For each recommendation, provide a stamped, addressed envelope and any college forms required.
If you’re submitting essays, write first drafts and ask teachers and others to read them. If you’re
applying for early decision, finish the essays for that application now.
Make the most of Ed-Op on October 25th. Talk to any colleges that you are interested in and be
prepared to ask them any questions that you may have.
College Application Day will be on October 18th. This is a day where you will be given time to apply to
colleges online during the school day. Make the most of this opportunity.
The FAFSA will be available in October. Be sure to complete the online application at
www.fafsa.ed.gov.
Be sure to continue updating your resume throughout your senior year.

November
●
●

Be aware of early decision and common notification application deadlines.
Fill out a transcript request form in Counseling Office for every college application you send in.

December
●
●
●

For common notification, most applications are due by December 1st or early December. Be aware of
deadlines and turn your applications in on time!
As you finish and send your applications and essays, be sure to keep photocopies.
If the college wants to see second-semester grades, be sure to let the counselor know and give any
specific form to your counselor.
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January
●

If you apply online to colleges, be sure to have your high school send a transcript.

February
●
●

No senioritis, please! Accepting colleges do look at second-semester senior grades.
Watch for your Student Aid Report (SAR). It should arrive after the FAFSA is filed. The SAR confirms
the information you sent on the FAFSA and tells you how much your family will need to contribute to
your education--the Expected Family Contribution (EFC).

March
●

April
●

May
●

●
●
●
●
●

Keep active in school. If you are waitlisted, the college will want to know what you have accomplished
between the time you applied and the time you learned of its decision.
You should receive acceptance letters and financial aid offers by mid-April. If you’ve not done so yet,
visit your final college before accepting. As soon as you decide, notify your counselor of your choice.
May 1: Colleges cannot require your deposit or your commitment to attend before May 1. By that
postmarked date, you must inform every college of your acceptance or rejection of the offer of
admission and/or financial aid.
If you’re in the Advanced Placement Program at BLHS, you will take the AP exams given in May.
Remember, if you score a 3, 4, or 5 on the test, you will earn 3 hours of college credit at most colleges.
Send your deposit to one college only.
Waitlisted by a college? If you intend to enroll if you are accepted, tell the admission director your
intent and ask how to strengthen your application. Need financial aid?
Ask whether funds will be available if you’re accepted.
Fill out and return the Senior Follow-Up sheet that your counselor will give you. We must have this in
order to send your final transcript to your college of choice. This form is also where you list the
scholarships that you have received, and BLHS uses that list to recognize you for the scholarships you
have received.
Source: www.actstudent.org and w
 ww.collegeboard.org

NON DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT
Lexington County School District Three does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, age, national origin,
immigrant status or English speaking status, or disability in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its
programs and activities, in compliance with all applicable federal and state laws.
504 Coordinator – Jaime Hembree – jhembree@lex3.k12.sc.us
Title IX Coordinator – McKenzie Taylor – mtaylor@lex3.k12.sc.us
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