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Find us on:

8th Grade Washington D.C. Trip

The 8th grade at the South Lake Middle School took an amazing trip at the end of
September to Washington D.C.
Mrs. Kowalski, Mrs. Sahadi, Mrs. Jordan and many parent chaperones accompanied
the students on this amazing trip. It was a four day adventure that started with
a bus ride to Philadelphia where the group was able to see the Liberty Bell and
Independence Hall. The next stop was Washington D.C. where the students and
chaperones were able to see the Washington Monument, many war memorials,
many museums, the Capitol Building and, of course, the White House. The group
even enjoyed some shopping time and a dinner cruise on the Potomac River. Our
last stop was to the Luray Caverns in Virginia.
Mrs. Kowalski is busy planning the trip for next year's 8th graders and can't wait
for more of our students to experience the trip of a lifetime!

www.facebook.com/
SouthLakeSchools or www.
solake.org and get the latest
news and photos
UPCOMING DATES
2018-19

Jan. 7		
School resumes
Jan. 7-		
Schools of
Jan. 23		
of Choice
		
applications
		
accepted for
		grades K-11
Jan. 21		
NO SCHOOL
Jan. 23		
Early release at
		elementaries
		Half-day at
		
SLMS and SLHS
Jan. 24		
Half-day at
		SLHS
Jan. 25		
Half-day at all
		buildings
		
End of first
		semester
Jan. 31		
Half-day
		Eats, Beats and
		Greets
Feb. 18-19
NO SCHOOL
Feb. 23		
Kdg. & GSRP
		Preschool
		Enrollment
		
Event at 		
		Koepsell
		
10 AM - 12 PM

Elmwood Kids Thank Local Vets!

Our 4th and 5th grade students at Elmwood teamed up with Little Caesars Pizza
on Greater Mack to help thank some local veterans on Veterans Day. The local
franchisee (and South Lake alumni) offers a free lunch to qualifying service members
on Veterans Day, and for the past few years they have received handwritten letters
of gratitude from our upper elementary students. The kids really enjoyed learning
about service to our country, and the veterans really enjoyed the messages of thanks
from our kids.
All of us loved the positive attention on FOX 2 News with our special guest, Ms.
Amy Lange!
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From the Office of the
Superintendent
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The South Lake Bistro is now open
to the public for lunch service.

South Lake High School Career and Technical Education
(CTE) students are now serving the public at our own
restaurant, the South Lake Bistro. Students enrolled in
the Hospitality/Culinary Arts program experience what
it is like to own and run their own restaurant. Students
not only serve our guests; they prepare all the food on
the weekly menu. Lunch service is open on Wednesday,
Thursday, and Friday when school is in session from
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Visit https://southlakebistro.
weebly.com/ for more information.

All South Lake Schools students may utilize
District provided transportation for safe travel to
and from school.

Kindergarten through twelfth grade access to busing
to and from school continues to be a great asset to our
students and community. Our transportation services
not only help reduce congestion in the parking lots, but
it also provides greater convenience for all South Lake
families to access our schools and help improve the
effectiveness of our instructional program. Visit our
Transportation page at www.solake.org for updated bus
routes and additional information.

Safer, more convenient, and less congested
student drop-off/pick-up at South Lake Schools.

The benefits of summer bond projects that changed
traffic patterns and added other safety enhancements
are now visible to all families and community members.
The parking lot improvements not only enhanced the
appearance of our buildings, they demonstrate our
commitment to the safety of our students, staff, families,
and the community.
Ted VonHiltmayer, Superintendent
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South Lake Community
at the 2019 - 20
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Fuel Up to Play 60 Rally

Six representatives from the Koepsell Student Health Team, along with Ms. Lefchick, Julia Huck and
Mrs. Boehm, went to Ford Field on Oct. 9 for a Fuel Up to Play 60 Rally. Kevin Laue, a motivational
speaker, spoke about the challenges of growing up without an arm and how he became a basketball
player against the odds. Students spent 60 minutes exercising on Ford Field with coaches from the
Detroit Lions. Cheerleaders led a dance routine with Roary, the mascot, and Herman Moore, who
also posed for pictures with the students. Another speaker explained how movement can improve performance and an
experiment using reaction time helped illustrate the point. A variety of healthy food options were available and students
went home with mini-helmets, lanyards, autographed pictures, t-shirts and great memories!

• Meet staff from our elementary, • See the many improvements
to our buildings
middle and high schools
• Enjoy food from the high school • View student work
Culinary Arts program
• Engage in a variety of fun
activities
• Listen to our South Lake bands
and choir

THURSDAY, JANUARY 31, 2019
South Lake High School | 5:00–7:00 p.m.
21900 E. 9 Mile Road
586-435-1600 | www.solake.org

MY COMMUNITY.
MY SCHOOL.

Elmwood PTA Walkathon is a Success!

During the month of October
our students, families and local
businesses helped to raise funds
for our dedicated PTA. The goal
was set to raise $20,000 and that
goal was met! The students and
their families shared links through social media accounts,
walked door to door and emptied out a few piggy banks
to meet the goal. Throughout the fundraising month
the students met weekly goals and wrapped this up with
our annual Halloween Walk down California street. The
whole school enjoyed a final celebration/field trip at
South Lake High School by playing the human version of
Hungry Hungry Hippos in the big kids' gym! Our PTA
uses all of these funds to support classroom instruction,
pay for field trips for all of our students and provide funds
and plans for celebrations throughout the year. This
group of parent volunteers is very much appreciated!

Thanksgiving in Avalon Kindergarten

Avalon Kindergarten learned all about Thanksgiving
and why we celebrate it! They even shared what they
are thankful for and enjoyed a Thanksgiving "feast" with
their friends dressed as Native Americans and Pilgrims.
The students paraded through the classrooms showing
off their costumes! The Kindergarteners had so much
fun learning together! The teachers had fun too!

Elmwood's Cub Scout Pack Makes History!

The primary fundraising for
Cub Scout Packs and Boy
Scout Troops is done through
popcorn sales. These annual
sales help fund adventures
for our scouts and the organizational structure of the Boy
Scouts. This year, our scouts and families in pack 1472
earned the top popcorn sales spot for the entire state of
Michigan! These scouts and parents were out everywhere
over the past few months and they have been enjoying
quite a bit of positive attention and significant rewards as
a result. Selling more than $79,800 worth of popcorn is a
huge accomplishment for anyone, but meeting this goal
with kid power is a feat worth celebrating. The boys and
girls in our pack celebrated their accomplishment with a
trip to the Emagine Theater in Novi this past weekend,
and the celebrations and adventures will continue for the
remainder of the year.

Have a Wonderful
Winter Break!
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South Lake Announces Two Year
Kindergarten Program

STUDENTS ARE ELIGIBLE FOR
KINDERGARTENͷ
ͳǡʹͲͳͻǡ ͷ
 ͳǡʹͲͳͻǡ
  Ǥ

Sat., Feb. 23, 2019
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
held at:
Koepsell
Elementary
21760 Raven
Eastpointe

STUDENTS ARE ELIGIBLE FOR THE FREE
GSRP PRESCHOOL Ͷ
ͳǡʹͲͳͻǡ 
Ǥ 
Ǥ

ITEMS TO BRING WITH YOU THE DAY OF THE EVENT
FOR KDG. REGISTRATION:

FOR GSRP REGISTRATION:

Child’s original birth certificate
Immunization records & vision & hearing test
Driver’s license or State of MI ID
Current lease, mortgage statement or property
tax statement
Two current utility bills & one additional proof

Child’s original birth certificate
Immunization records
Last year’s income tax return
Two proofs of residency

YOU WILL BE ABLE TO  ǡ 
 ǡ Ǥ PLEASE JOIN US  FUN,
INFORMATIVE Ǩ

Kindergarten Progress

Koepsell Kindergarten class is growing academically and socially. We have
learned how to be responsible, respectful, and safe and in control.
This year we introduced centers on every other Friday with the
help of our parent volunteers. Ms. Klokow is looking forward
to watching this class continue to grow.
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Next year, South
Lake Schools will
launch a new program
designed to help our
youngest learners be
successful in school.
Developmental
Kindergarten (DK)
is intended to be a 2-year kindergarten program that
will give children the gift of a second year of learning
and growing in order to ensure readiness for first
grade. Students in developmental kindergarten will
go on to kindergarten the following year. However,
children who excel in developmental kindergarten and
meet the end of year kindergarten expectations will
be recommended for first grade. This program will be
a full day experience for students and the district will
offer transportation for all students within the South
Lake district boundaries, although the program will
have an alternative daily schedule.
There are many factors that should be considered
when placing a student in developmental kindergarten.
Parents who believe their child may not be ready for
the rigors of kindergarten usually make their decision
based on these factors.
Factors to consider: (usually 2 or more)
•

Social skills - child has not been exposed
to many settings in which the child plays
independently with other children, child
struggles to communicate needs, child may not
share toys, child often hits when frustrated

•

Emotional needs - child is shy or worried
when away from parent, child cries easily,
child has meltdowns, child struggles to
communicate feelings

•

Developmental factors - child is smaller than
peers, child has a late summer or fall birthday,
child may have been born premature or had
health concerns, child has been behind on
developmental growth charts

•

School experience - child has not attended
preschool/has limited academic experience

•

Academic tasks - child has difficulty
sustaining their attention to follow through a
designated task

The Developmental
Kindergarten
program is designed
to provide children
many opportunities to
manipulate materials,
explore and discover
ideas, interact with
others, and develop
at their own unique rate. This program fosters the
development of a positive self-image and enhances
children’s growth toward their individual potential.
Developmental kindergarten will provide learning
experiences and opportunities for children that may
look similar to the kindergarten classroom, however,
teachers will be using a modified kindergarten
curriculum, that will blend preschool and kindergarten
standards. Developmental kindergarten will be taught
at a pace and intensity dependent on individual
readiness. The Developmental Kindergarten class will
have its own unique feel and pace due to the needs
of the individual students enrolled. We strive to help
all children become risk takers, problem solvers, and
decision makers. Our ultimate goal is for children
to gain an understanding of the world around them
and become committed, caring, responsible, lifelong
learners. Developmental Kindergarten is a child-based
program that gives the enrolled students a smaller
classroom environment to be better prepared for
educational successes.

Held at:
Koepsell Elementary
21760 Raven
Eastpointe, MI 48080

•
•
•
•

Meet Kindergarten teachers
Meet principals
Participate in fun, learning activities
Visit www.solake.org for items
needed for registration

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2019

10:00 A.M.-12:00 P.M.
586-435-1600

SOUTH LAKE
SCHOOLS

If you would like more information about
Developmental Kindergarten in South Lake
Schools, please contact the Curriculum Office
at 586-435-1640.
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Positive Culture Continues at South Lake Middle School

Through our PBIS incentive and binder program, students had the opportunity to be rewarded for their efforts with
many fun and exciting activities. Mrs. Obeid and Mr. Peddycord kicked off the school year with random/weekly prizes
that were given out throughout the month of September. These prizes were earned by the students who followed the
SLMS Cavaliers "3-to-Be" program.
In October, Mrs. Boylan and Mrs. Jordan arranged a trip to the Blake's Big Apple Orchard in which 160 students were
eligible. Mrs. Whiteside then headed up the end of Quarter 1 Ice-Cream Social. To be eligible for this popular event,
students were required to have 0-1 infractions on their Focus Cards for the first quarter. We had 146 students qualify
for this event. Mr. Malburg and Mr. Whitney headed up an auction for students to spend their stamps that were earned
during the quarter. Among the many prizes auctioned were a trip to Wally's Ice Cream with 10 of their friends, extra hall
passes, a homework pass and being a DJ for the day.
To kick off the second quarter which began in November, Ms. Bialke and Mrs. Obeid headed up another opportunity for
the students to earn random/weekly prizes. Upcoming events that the students can earn are as follows: In December, Mr.
Quick and Mrs. Prainito will head up the cookies and milk treat with the showing of a movie; In January, Mrs. Jaroma
and Mrs. Kowalski will be organizing a field trip to Great Skate.
The staff at South Lake Middle School enjoys rewarding students for their hard work and caring behavior. As a parent
we encourage you to monitor your child's grades in Power School and to encourage them to follow the "3-to-Be" which
is Safe, Respectful and Responsible. We look forward to the upcoming PBIS events.

Flexible Seating at Avalon!

Students at Avalon get to sit in so many different ways! Whether it
is a traditional desk sitting or standing, to a bean bag or an exercise
ball, a beach chair or a pillow, students get to choose how they sit!
This type of arrangement in the classroom gives students freedom, a
sense of comfort and the power to choose how they sit! Avalon is so
lucky to have the support of the Parent Club and the Wood's Church
with donations to our Flexible Seating initiative!

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Please remember to update any change of address you have with your school office.
We need to have your current contact information on file.

Rewarding South Lake High School's Best

Once again we have much to be proud of at South Lake High School. One of our greatest points of pride is our amazing
students. Between the rigorous daily curriculum, exams, state testing, data collection, and all of the other daily obligations
of our staff and students, the school year is flying by quickly. We feel it is important to stop and take time to acknowledge
our greatest assets to our school—the students. Therefore, we continue to make it a point to identify and highlight
exceptional behavior.
One of the favorite activities for our staff and students is our “Student of the Month” luncheon. This is a time when we
get to honor a few exceptional students who went above and beyond the expectations that month. Various students are
nominated and voted upon, and, ultimately, are invited to enjoy a delicious lunch prepared by our culinary art students.
Another motivator is our “Hard Working Hero” program. Every day teachers are keeping an eye out for exceptional hard
work in the classroom or hallway. When they are “caught,” they receive a ticket to be entered into a drawing for one of the
highly desired “Hard Working Hero” t-shirts. Winners are chosen on a biweekly basis. We have found that this serves as
a reminder for students to go out of their way to help others and represent our school in a positive way. This reinforces
the importance of consideration and cooperation outside of the classroom during less structured time.

Trim-a-Wreath Contest

Students at Koepsell recently got into the holiday spirit by
participating in the Trim-a-Wreath Contest for the Edsel &
Eleanor Ford House in Grosse Pointe Shores. The decorated
wreaths (from several local school districts) will be displayed
outside in the Visitor Center tent for the holidays. Thousands
of visitors will have the opportunity to appreciate our students'
work! Visitors to the Edsel & Eleanor Ford House will be asked
to vote on their favorite wreath during the holidays, from
Thanksgiving 2018 to New Year's day 2019. Winners will earn
money for their schools. For more information, call (313) 8844222 or go to http://www.fordhouse.org.

6

We also continue to reinforce great behavior through our 3-to-Be tickets. Our school's “3-to-Be” represents the
foundation of our behavior motto—students being responsible, respectful and safe. On a daily basis, staff members pass
these tickets out to students exhibiting these characteristics. These tickets are entered into a drawing where students get
a public “shout-out” and a small gift card to Buffalo Wild Wings. We would also like to thank Buffalo Wild Wings for
matching gift cards we purchase through teacher fundraisers.

7

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 1
St. Clair Shores, MI

South Lake Schools
23101 Stadium Boulevard
St. Clair Shores, MI 48080

POSTAL PATRON
Carrier Route Pre-Sort
South Lake Schools

BOARD OF EDUCATION
MEETINGS
Sept. 12
Oct. 17
Nov. 14
Dec. 19
Jan. 16
		
Feb. 20
March 20
April 17
May 15
June 19
July 17

2018-19
Regular Mtg.		
Regular Mtg.		
Regular Mtg.		
Regular Mtg.		
Regular &		
Organizational Mtg.
Regular Mtg.		
Regular Mtg.		
Regular Mtg.		
Regular Mtg.		
Regular Mtg.		
Regular Mtg.		

6:30
6:30
6:30
6:30
6:30

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

6:30
6:30
6:30
6:30
6:00
6:00

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

SOUTH LAKE SCHOOLS
2018-2019
Board of Education
Charlotte Rebelein, President
Michael Damiani, Vice-President
Robert Penn, Secretary
Kelly Gattuso, Treasurer
Lois Cardenas, Trustee
Melissa Gordon, Trustee
Julie Ann Magee, Trustee
Ted Von Hiltmayer
Superintendent
586- 435-1600

School Enrollment Information
ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADES KDG. - 12TH
Child's original birth certificate & immunization record
Preferred residency proofs listed below:
•
•

Current lease, property tax or mortgage statement
Two current utility bills

In addition, we will need your driver’s license or Michigan State ID
with current address for identification purposes only.
We will also need your child's transcript if child is in high school.
Enrollment for grades K-12 is done at the South Lake
Administration Building at 23101 Stadium Blvd., St. Clair Shores.
For Great Start Readiness Preschool inquiries, please contact
Heather Robotnik at hrobotnik@solake.org or
Ginny Francis at gfrancis@solake.org. or
Nancy Gauthier at ngauthier@solake.org

Schools of Choice Applications will be accepted
on an unlimited basis for the second semester of the
2018-19 school year from Jan. 7 - Jan. 23, 2019, for
Kdg. - 11th grade Macomb County residents.
There are NO OPENINGS for 12th grade students.
If approved, your child will begin school for the
second semester on Mon., Jan. 28, 2019.
Please see www.solake.org or call 586-435-1640
for more information.

South Lake Schools Nondiscrimination Policy
The Board of Education is committed to maintaining a learning and working environment in which all individuals are treated with dignity and respect, free from discrimination and harassment. There will be no tolerance for
discrimination or harassment on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, creed or ancestry, sex, marital status, genetic information, height, weight, sexual orientation, disability or age. The School District prohibits
harassment and other forms of discrimination whether occurring at school, on School District property, in a School District vehicle, or at any School District related activity or event. Furthermore, the Board is committed to
equal employment opportunities and the prevention of discrimination in all aspects of employment, including recruitment, selection, training, promotion and retention of staff. The Superintendent will designate compliance
officers and develop and implement regulations for the reporting, investigation and resolution of complaints of discrimination or harassment. For additional information, contact the Director of Human Resources or the
Director of Special Services, 23101 Stadium Blvd., St. Clair Shores, MI 48080, (586) 435-1600.

