Dear Fifth Grade Parents,
Welcome to Fifth Grade! Please visit the OLC website and click on the Summer
Enrichment link to access the packet. The packet includes: a summer book report to build
reading comprehension skills and prior knowledge of content taught across the curriculum, a
writing journal that will serve as reminders and examples of moments that occurred over the
summer that will better prepare them for their first Unit of Study in Writer’s Workshop, and a
landform project that the students will use while learning about our nation’s geography. In
addition, the packet includes a community action plan project in preparation for our STEM
Engineering Design Project in October.
The STEM Engineering Design project centers around the U.N. Sustainable Development
Goals (SDG), goals that the United Nations set to be completed by 2030. Some goals include no
poverty, zero hunger, clean water and sanitation, and clean and affordable energy. Students will be
working throughout the school year to development prototypes to help reach one of these goal
for a specific country in need. To help prepare for this project, this summer students will develop
a plan to help their local community.
The work is due the first week of school, as it will serve as part of the beginning of the year
academic instruction.
The attached pages outline the summer enrichment activities planned for incoming fifth
graders. I ask that you only focus on this packet to maximize skill development and quality of
work product.
Sincerely,

Miss Kelly and Mr. Floyd

Social Studies
Students begin the year learning about our nation’s
geography and major landforms of the United States.
Each student should choose from one of the landforms
listed below and create a diorama of a landform. A
diorama is simply a “shoebox creation.” Students need
to create a scene of the landform inside of a shoebox or
other small cardboard box.
Dioramas should be fun and inexpensive. Some
materials you might use for creating your scene:
aluminum foil, cotton balls, blades of grass, popsicles
sticks, paint, plastic figures, toilet paper, tubes, twigs,
clay, toothpicks, construction paper (from school),
etc.
Use the Internet (with parent supervision) to get
some ideas:

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/geography/landforms/
http://www.edu.pe.ca/southernkings/landforms.htm
http://www.harcourtschool.com/activity/types_of_land_2/index.html

Summer Writing Journal
Please purchase 1 composition notebook for journal writing.
Students will be asked to complete 20 detailed journal
entries (1 to 2 entries per week) about their summer
vacation. This assignment will serve as reminders and
examples of moments that occurred over the summer that
will better prepare them for their first Unit of Study, writing
Personal Narratives, in Writer’s Workshop. Students may
include pictures and captions in their journals that give the
reader a better visual and understanding of the moments
they had with family and friends.

Summer Enrichment for Students Entering Grade 5

Science/Engineering Enrichment
Design for Change
In preparation for a year of building and creating to make a difference in the world through our
STEM project centered around the U.N. Sustainable Development Goals, let’s start by
designing something to make an impact in your community!
In this “Design for Change” project you will work to develop a plan to make a positive
impact in their community. A PLAN IS ALL THAT IS REQUIRED. While students are welcome
to try to put their plans into action over the summer, this is not the goal of the project nor is it a
requirement.

Examples of student created action plans:
●
●
●

https://tinyurl.com/ycbmg24g Creating bike paths
https://tinyurl.com/yab5cjtt Making hospital rooms more welcoming for kids
https://tinyurl.com/ya8doro9 Community garden

Research: Think about and list changes or improvements that you feel could help make

positive impacts in the world around you. Speak to your parents, friends, community leaders (if
possible) to help you identify community needs.
1) Personal Life- (Hobbies, sports, extra-curricular activities, etc.)
2) School- (friendships, learning, waste, etc.)
3) Community- (playgrounds, litter, traffic safety, etc.)

Brainstorm: After reviewing your lists, choose one category to focus on that you feel you

would most like to help (Personal Life, School, or Community). Brainstorm possible solutions or
plans to help improve that area. Remember, there are NO bad ideas in the brainstorming phase!
There should be a minimum of 5 ideas in your brainstorm.

Design: Choose your favorite idea from your brainstorm and develop an action plan. Your
action plan should be typed and submitted with your presentation.

1) Identify the problem. Why is this something that needs to be improved?
2) Break down your plan into action steps. Plan how you will carry out each step.
3) List resources you will need.
a) How will you get them?
b) How many people will you need?
c) How much time will it take?
4) Identify challenges/issues you might face with your plan. It can still be a great plan,
nothing is perfect!

Share: During the design process, engineers share and celebrate more than just the finished
product. We love to see the whole process from start to finish. Create a presentation that
highlights the Research, Brainstorm, and Design phases of your project. Include any
necessary images or diagrams.
Presentation Methods:
● Online Presentation: Google Slides, PowerPoint, Prezi, etc.
● Mini Tri-fold Display (14 x 22): There should be a column for Research,
Brainstorm, and Design.
*Remember, these are only PLANS, there is N
 O requirement to put this plan into action!
*Project adapted from World’s Largest Lesson, an organization dedicated to teaching students about the
U.N. Sustainable Development Goals

Math Enrichment
Your summer enrichment work is in two parts. The first part is on IXL. You should work a total of
45 minutes. You can do more if you want. I suggest you work on several of the fourth grade
topics listed below. You should work on the areas that you feel you need to strengthen the most.
A. 1-9;
B. 1-9;
C. 1, 2, 6-7;
D. 1-7, 9, 10, 17-19, 22-23, 25, 29;
E. 1-11, 20-24
F. 1, 5, 7-10
Q. 1-4, 10, 11, 16, 19
R. 4-10
S. 1-10
U. any
V, 1-3
Remember this is a total of 45 minutes, not 45 minutes in each section. You will be given credit for
working for the required time. You will not be penalized for wrong answers.
Logging into IXL:
There are two options.
Option 1: go to www.ixl.com/signin/olc. Enter your user name (first initial and last name) and
password (student). For example I would enter "jcarroll" as my name and "student" as my
password. If you have a sibling with the same first initial, one of you has a "1" at the end of your
name.
Option 2: Go to www.ixl.com. Enter your user name plus "@olc" and password ("student"). For
example I would enter "jcarroll@olc" as my name and "student" as my password.
If you have any questions on accessing IXL, email Mr. Keating at keatingt@olcschool.org.

The second part are the pages that follow. I suggest you divide the work into weekly assignments,
rather than sitting down and trying to do the whole thing at the last minute. If you are having
difficulty solving problems, try answering some problems on IXL, and read the explanations.
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