Dear Fontbonne Families,
The week of May 28th marked a series of celebrations as Fontbonne graduated
its 78th class. The week was filled with pride, love, and joy as our senior class,
faculty, staff, parents, and other friends of Fontbonne participated in our
baccalaureate mass, our graduate luncheon, Senior Day, and graduation.
I would like to share with you my message to the senior class from our June 1st
Senior Day. As a parent of a young woman, I hope this message resonates with
you. It was inspired by our guest speaker, Dr. Laura Izzo, Class of '07 at the
graduate luncheon, when she said, "I want you to not hope to be set up with a
prince, but to be someone everyone thinks the prince is lucky to be with." Our
school strives to develop women who are inspired by the Mission of the Sisters
of St. Joseph, and through that charism are empowered to lead and make an
impact on our world.
Please view the video by clicking on the image below.

Finally, as we now move into the end of June, and we complete our 2017-2018
school year, I would like to thank everyone for making our 80th Anniversary
year such a memorable one. We especially thank you for all the financial
support that you give that allows us to offer the exceptional academic and extra-

curricular programs that make a Fontbonne education a life-altering experience
for a young woman. I truly hope that this academic year re-affirmed for all of
you the excellent decision that you have made to invest in a Fontbonne
education for your daughter.
Have a great summer.
Best Wishes,
Mary Ann Spicijaric
Principal

BONNIE NEWS
We are so proud of our recent graduates, congratulations!

DR. HERRON ACCEPTS
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AWARD
Dr. Fred Herron recently accepted the
Excellence in Religious Education Award
on behalf of Fontbonne Hall Academy at the
Executive Leadership Dinner sponsored by
the Center for Catholic School Leadership
and Faith Based Education at Fordham
University, Lincoln Center. The award was
present by Father Joseph McShane. SJ,
President of Fordham University. Awards
were presented to outstanding programs in

Religious Education as a part of Fordham
University's celebration of the legacy of Avery
Cardinal Dulles, SJ. Dr. Herron was
especially pleased to accept this award at an
event celebrating the legacy of Cardinal
Dulles, his thesis advisor at The Catholic
University of America.

SOPHOMORES EMBRACE SPIRITUALITY WHILE IN NATURE
For the first time ever the sophmore year trip took a detour from the usual
Philidelphia or Amish country tours. While still culminating with a trip to Hershey
Park, as is tradition, the sophmore class and its coordinators Mr. Ugenti and Ms.
Sosa went to the South Mountain YMCA in the mountains of Reinholds
Pennsylvania. Focusing on the year's theme of spirituality the students focused on
the spirituality within themselves, their classmates, and in the nature around them.
Students did various activities such as teambuilders, survival scenarios, lowropes courses, a rock climbing wall, and archery. At night students watched a
movie while making smores. Students spent the night in cabins.The following
morning students went off to Hershey Park for a fun-filled day in the amusement
park.

POP ART
TRADITION
CONTINUES
9th grade Art
students complete
their Pop Art
Sculptures.
Select artworks
were displayed
during Open
House.

AP CAPSTONE MILESTONE
The first class of students have gone through the AP Capstone program. This
new, two-year College Board AP sequence includes AP Seminar in 11th grade
and AP Research in 12th grade. At the culmination of the program, students in
AP Research writer a 4,000-5,000 word paper on a research topic of their own
choosing. Students then present and defend the research, just like at a university
setting. The seniors completed their presentations to the board which consisted
of the AP Research teacher, Mr. Ugenti, AP Seminar Teacher: Ms. Stevenson,
and Assistant Principal: Mrs. Wierzbowski. In particular, Ashley Kelly will now
always be the first student to ever present an AP Research presentation at
Fontbonne!
On 4/ 30 the final papers were submitted to College Board. The seniors are: 1.
Fedukovitch, Erica 2. Hatziminadakis, Spiridoula 3. Kelly, Ashley 4. Mahaney,
Sophia 5. Meristil, Sabrina 6. Venegas-Delval, Sophia

BUSINESS
BOOTCAMP FOR

ENTREPRENEURS
Students will be attending a
5 day entrepreneurship
bootcamp at St. Francis
College. Students will
experience the excitement
of starting a business!
Teams will brainstorm
ideas, choose a business
name and logo and create
marketing strategies.
Teams will pitch their ideas
to faculty and corporate
mentors.

STUDENTS COMPETE IN NATIONAL DC TOURNAMENT
CFL Nationals is a tournament that competitors qualify for through a tournament
held in March. The top 6 in each category from leagues all over the country
compete for the National Title. This year, Fontbonne qualified 10 students, the
most in the team's history. Of the 10, three were ninth graders. Arianna Heinsch,
sophomore, took 8th in the country in the category of Declamation. Caitlyn
Schmidt, senior, and Larissa Mignano, sophomore, were octofinalists.

FRIENDS FOR LIFE ANNUAL
BABY SHOWER
Seniors in Miss Connolly's Child
Development class helped sort baby

clothes collected during Friends for
Life annual baby shower.
The items will be donated to the New
York Life Center in Bay Ridge to be
distributed to Mothers in need and
their babies. Many thanks to all who
participated!

2018 YEARBOOK REVEALED
On Senior Day the 2018 FHA Yearbook was handed out to seniors, staff, as well
as underclassmen that ordered a yearbook. This year's theme was Seniors at
Sea. While including pictures and momentos form the 2017-2018 yearboook, the
Yearbook was also full of student artwork. This artwork were submissions for the
annual yearbook cover contest. Runner-ups serve as divider pages, and senior
Melody Tobin's Design graces the front and back cover. Any additional
information, including ordering a 2018 Yearbook should be directed to Mr.
Ugenti, Ugenti@fontbonne.org.

ART STUDENTS PREP

PORTFOLIOS
Major Art students, Allison Bartholmeo, '19
and Margaret Comer, '19, worked on
shadow portraits for their portfolios.
Students were instructed to draw on black
paper using white pastel.

FORENSICS STUDENTS SOLVE MURDER
The forensics project was based on Carmen Lopez, a fictional faculty member at
Fontbonne, last seen on the corner 99th Street and Shore Road. Forensic
investigators (forensics senior class) discovered three crime scenes, which based on
trace evidence (hair, blood, fibers, etc.), were linked to the same crime. Investigators
were informed that the body recovered from Crime Scene #2 belonged to Carmen
Lopez who was brutally murdered in Fab Lab 1 located in the school's foyer.
Forensic investigators interviewed suspects and eyewitnesses as well as created
detailed logs of the evidence collected by using videos, and social media, Twitter to be
exact. Forensic investigators analyzed blood, soil, fiber, fingerprints, hair, cosmetic
(makeup), shoe prints, and ultimately: RFLP-based DNA fingerprinting. RFLP stands
for 'restriction fragment length polymorphism,' which is a term that refers to a variation
in a sequence of DNA (unique to a single human being) that is detectable through gel
electrophoresis analysis. In this particular DNA experiment, simulated genetic material
from two suspects was digested with two restriction enzymes in separate reactions
and compared to the crime scene samples after agarose gel electrophoresis. This
was the most important lab analysis; which ruled out every possible suspect, allowing
forensic investigators to put the murderer behind bars, bring justice to Carmen, and
close the case.

ART SHOW
WINNERS
Congratulations to
Fontbonne Art Students
for selected exhibition at
the La Salle Academy Art
Show.

Teressa Martinelli, Jenna Slevin, Melody Tobin, Tiffany Chen and Lillian Hui.
Teressa Martinelli, '18 won Best in Show and First place in the Visionary
Category. Lillian Hui, '20 won Honorable Mention. Jenna Slevin, '18 won 1st in the
Pencil Category and Melody Tobin, '18 won 2nd place in pencil.

THERAPY DOGS BRING
COMFORT TO CAMPUS
Lifestream was excited to end the 2017-2018
school year with a visit from very special
guests! Therapy dogs visited the Fontbonne
campus on two mornings prior to finals.
Interacting with therapy dogs can increase

levels of the stress-reducing hormones, and
ideally make one feel more relaxed, which
was perfect for finals. Over the course of
these two days we welcomed back Luna and
Nester and met a new friend named Frank.

SERVICE CAN BE
DECISION MAKER
IN COLLEGE
ADMISSIONS
We wanted to share this
article on the benefits of
doing community service for
college applications. One
admission counselor said
that "Assuming all factors are
equal (such as GPA,
SAT/ACT scores, and rigor of curriculum), then community service details are an
important decision-making factor." Click here to read entire article.

EVENTS & REMINDERS
CHEER CAMP- Registration is now open! Details below and
registration link is here.

Connect with us!

Follow us on Instagram!

