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An Interview with MacFarland Intermediate School’s
“New” Principal—Mr. Riether
By: Shriya Machanpalli Fifth Grade

Do you love hearing the morning announcements as much as I
do? It is great to start my day with a smile! How about a weekly pop-in to
share an interesting anecdote or fun fact related to what you are learning?
If you said yes to any of those things, then you know how awesome it is to
have Mr. Riether as your principal. Honestly, I am not quite sure how many
schools can say their principals are super funny, smart, caring, or former
teachers. Our principal is all of those things and loves MIS.
An interesting fact about Mr. Riether is that he has taught and
been a principal for about twenty-one years. Mr.Riether started off as a
third grade teacher at Lore Elementary School. Then, he came to Clara
Barton as an Assistant Principal from 2005 to 2006. After that, he went to
Peter Muschal as Assistant Principal from 2006 to 2008. Following that,
Mr. Riether went back to Clara Barton as Principal from 2008 to 2013.
Then, he returned to Peter Muschal from 2013 to 2018 as Principal. Therefore, many students have had the distinct pleasure of calling Mr. Riether
their principal. Thankfully, Mr. Riether is now MacFarland’s Principal.
Here are a few questions I had for Mr. Riether: What are you looking forward to as Principal of MIS? What do you miss about the other
schools? What are some of your outside hobbies? Are their other subjects
you love besides English? To start, Mr. Riether hopes that all of his students are successful in learning and making friends with others while he is
MacFarland’s Principal. He also misses the teachers, students, and staff
that he worked with in the other buildings. As far as other subjects, he
would want to teach fourth or fifth grade social studies, science or language arts if he was not a principal. As I mentioned earlier, students
probably received a visit from Mr.Riether once or twice this trimester, but
why does he like doing this? He likes visiting classrooms because he gets
to talk to the teachers and students, and he likes to see what students are
learning.
Finally, Mr. Riether loves being a principal, but he enjoys spending
time with family, gardening, and watching the Eagles and the Phillies. He
wanted to become a principal because he believes he can help teachers
and students. Mr. Riether enjoys being a principal a lot; however, like any
career, there are a few challenges. These challenges can be difficult but
that’s why he likes this job. He has to deal with lots of things quickly and be
a good problem solver. In conclusion, anyone can see that Mr.Riether is a
great principal. MIS is very lucky to have him. We hope for more pop-ins
and that Mr. Riether continues to make the students and the staff of
MacFarland smile. Welcome to MIS, Mr. Riether!!
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A New Location for a Fabulous
School Secretary—Mrs. Boberg
By: Solana Kpehe —Fifth Grade

Do you ever wonder how school supplies get ordered, lunch counts get done, or who answers the
phone all day here at MacFarland? I needed to know.
Here is what I found out in my interview with Mrs.
Boberg--- MacFarland Intermediate School’s Secretary.
And for those of you that didn’t know, this is her first
year at MacFarland but not her first year being a school
secretary. This interview includes ten questions that
Mrs. Boberg answered. She took time out her busy day
to answer them. Read on to learn more about Mrs.
Boberg!
The first set of questions I asked Mrs. Boberg
had to do with college: “Did you go to college? If so,
what college did you attend, and what did you study?”
She replied, ”I went to Trenton State, but now it is
called The College of New Jersey, and I studied business. Interesting fact! I learned that Mr. Riether also attended
TCNJ.
A few other interesting questions I asked Mrs. Boberg
were: “What was your first job and how old were you?”
She answered, “ My first job was cleaning houses.”
Did you know she was just 14 years old when she started
working. Wow!! That is IMPRESSIVE! Most kids hate cleaning their
own room at 14.
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Furthermore, I asked Mrs. Boberg when she
actually started to work as a secretary. Mrs. Boberg replied, “I started working in schools in 2009.”
In addition to my first set of questions, I asked
Mrs. Boberg how she likes working in a new location or
building
Her reply was, “It’s good. I’m getting to meet a lot
of new people and do different things from Clara Barton.”
I then asked her if she always wanted to be a
school secretary. Mrs. Boberg answered, “I didn’t plan
on being a school secretary; I once wanted to run a
doggy daycare, but that didn’t happen. I am glad it
worked out that I am here at MIS.”
We are also glad it worked out!! We couldn’t
ask for a better secretary. Lastly, I asked Mrs. Boberg
how she became a school secretary?
She responded, “I was working as a lunch aide at
Clara Barton, and the secretary there had left, so I applied for her job.
Luckily, I saved the best questions for last! I
asked Mrs. Boberg what’s the best part of working at
MIS, and she replied: “The best part about working here
is I get to meet new kids, teachers, and staff.
I hope you enjoyed learning about Mrs. Boberg
as much as I enjoyed interviewing her. In conclusion, I
think Mrs.Boberg is an amazing school secretary. I also
think Mrs. Boberg’s answers should influence students
in seeing that anything is possible. Sometimes things
turn out differently for a reason.

Continued: A New Location for a Fabulous
School Secretary—Mrs. Boberg
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Teacher Spotlight: Meet Mrs. Maxwell
By: Hansika Gokavarapu
Third Grade
Meet Mrs. Maxwell, a third grade teacher here at
MacFarland Intermediate School. Mrs. Maxwell is new to
MacFarland but not to our school district. She taught first
grade for seven years, and this is her sixth year in third
grade. Her favorite subject to teach is Reading. Mrs.
Maxwell enjoys sharing books with her students and
loves to hear about books that have been read by her students. Her favorite author is Patricia Polacco because
she tells personal narratives with vivid details.
Mrs. Maxwell knew she wanted to be a teacher since
the second grade. She graduated from the College of
New Jersey. When she is not teaching, she is busy taking
care of her two sons. Her favorite food is tacos, and her
favorite colors are pink and blue.
ELPAT NEWS: WATCH OUT FOR ENDANGERED SPECIES!
By: Kashika, Conall, Hasini, Shriya, and Ceilidh
ELPAT students will be finishing their comic books about some of Endangered
Species in New Jersey. These should be available at the end of January. ELPAT
students are creating comics as part of a fundraiser! They are raising money by
selling creative fact-filled comics to students at MIS, and donating that money to
Conserve Wildlife! They will also be adopting an Endangered Species from NJ!
Help New Jersey’s Endangered Species and have fun, by getting ready to buy Endangered Species Comics from ELPAT!
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Spotlight on
Mrs. Wright:
An Amazing
Art Teacher!

By: Hasini Nandyala
Fifth Grade
You probably know Mrs.
Wright, formally known as
Miss Wesson. She owns the
title: MacFarland’s Fabulous
Art Teacher. Since she is sort
of new to the school, I decided to use this opportunity to
interview her. She is really
nice and amazing at art.
Students should know a little
more about her!
Mrs. Wright has enjoyed art
for so long that she can’t remember when she started liking art. She remembers that a
lot of it was inspired by her
art teachers. They all inspired
her and showed her that she
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was really
good in art. When
she was little, she started to
draw as soon as she came

home from school.
Let’s skip to college. Mrs.
Wright said she was also in a
big art show in college. Although her main hobby is art,
Mrs. Wright also likes cooking
and traveling. She loves cooking and likes to cook on
Sundays. And, she
likes traveling because
it is fun. She really
loves doing both, but
she still likes art the
best.
Mrs. Wright chose to
teach art because she
is very passionate
about it. She also
wants to pass her
skills and passion to
her students because
if they are good artists, she will teach
them how to be even
better. She wants to
do it just like her art
teachers taught her.
Mrs. Wright’s favorite thing
about teaching art is that
there is no right or wrong
way; art is about creativity.
Another thing she enjoys
about teaching art is she gets
to work with kids.
She started teaching art in
2014, which was four years
ago. Mrs. Wright, formerly
Miss Wesson, came to this
district in 2015 and started
teaching at Clara Barton. She
also taught in Sayreville, NJ.
Lastly, Mrs. Wright thinks
this is going to be a great
year. She is looking forward
to working with all of the students at MIS. Personally, I
think Mrs. Wright is everything that is “RIGHT” about
teaching art!!
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Spotlight on Ms. McKown Fifth Grade Teacher
By: Kashika Manak Fifth Grade

“ Who wrote the first draft of The Declaration of Independence?” are some of the
words that a new and spectacular fifth grade teacher would
say, followed by a small giggle. Who could this teacher be?
The one and only Ms. McKown!
Ms. McKown has been teaching for seventeen years.
When Ms. McKown attended college at Gwynedd Mercy
University, she decided to become a teacher because she
loved working with children. She started teaching at St.
Paul’s School in Princeton. Ms. McKown wanted to make
school a positive place where students can feel
comfortable, successful, and motivated to learn new things.
She also taught at Clara Barton Elementary School for
some years, until she started teaching fifth grade at
MacFarland Intermediate School. Ms. McKown misses all
of the teachers she worked with prior to MIS; she created great friendships and bonds
over the years.
Some new things for Ms. McKown at MacFarland are: the teachers, the content she
teaches, switching classes, and the clubs.
Outside of school, Ms. McKown enjoys gardening, crafts, and cooking. Therefore, if
she wasn’t a teacher she would most likely be enjoying a job that works with plants,
animals, and nature. Even though Ms. McKown is new to MacFarland, she brings joy
and smiles to her class everyday! She never lets her team or class down!
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Spotlight on Mrs. Shipman Fifth Grade Teacher
By: Danielle Trancon
Fifth Grade

My name is Danielle Trancon, and I am a fifth grader in Mrs. Shipman’s class. Recently, I interviewed Mrs. Shipman. She is here to tell us a
bit about how she became a teacher and to answer some questions.

One question I had for Mrs. Shipman was, “How do you feel about teaching
in this school?”
She replied, “This is my first year teaching fifth grade. I am very excited
to be teaching fifth grade. I love the curriculum, and I love the students. Seeing the faces of kids I had in third grade makes me smile.”
Another question I had for Mrs. Shipman was, “If you could teach any
other subject what would it be?” If I could teach any other subject, it would be
horticulture, because I have a degree in horticulture and love working in my
greenhouse.
“Which of the grades you taught was your favorite to teach?”
I love teaching in general. I taught third grade for twelve years, and before
that I taught sixth grade for one year.”
“Why did you choose teaching as job?”
“I owned my own flower shop for twelve years, then I was a stay at home
mom. When my youngest went into college, I decided to go back
to school, so I could actually work with children.”
“What do you like doing after school hours?”
I love to work in my garden and in my greenhouse. I also like to
ride my bicycle and hike in the woods. During the summer, I like to
sit at the beach with a good book.”
“Thank you, Mrs. Shipman, for your time and help for with this
interview. We are glad to have you teaching at MIS this year.”
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An Interview with Mrs. Davis:
A Fourth GradeTeacher
By: Cassie Bryan and Aviana Rosario

Fourth Graders
On November 21, 2018, Cassie Bryan and I interviewed
Mrs. Davis. Here are the questions we asked and answers we
received. But before we share the questions and answers, we
wanted to tell you how nice and fun it was to interview Mrs. Davis.

Hello MacFarland Intermediate School! This is Aviana Rosario and Cassie Bryan reporting on the topic, “Interviewing a
Fourth Grade Teacher.” For this, Cassie and I have decided to interview Mrs. Davis together.
How long have you been teaching for?
Mrs. Davis said: “I have been teaching for seven years including this year.”

Have you taught at other schools?
Mrs. Davis said: “Yes, I have taught at other schools in this district and elsewhere.”
What other schools did you teach at other than MacFarland?
“Bordentown Regional Middle School and in a school in Philadelphia.”

What grades did you teach?
“I have taught Kindergarten, 4th grade, 5th grade, and 8th grade.”
replied Mrs. Davis.

What is your favorite subject to teach?
Ms. Davis said: “Math is my favorite subject to teach.”

Have you had any other jobs before you were a teacher?
Ms. Davis said: “Yes, I had other jobs before teaching. I worked at a daycare.”
Finally, our last question: If you weren’t a teacher what would you be?
Ms. Davis said: “If I didn’t teach, then maybe I would be a wedding/party planner.”
So there you have it students and teachers, we know just a little bit more about Ms. Davis. See
you all in the halls!
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Miss Pechota: Soon-to-be Teacher
By: Sairah Khurana
Fifth Grader
Have you ever wondered why someone would want to be a
teacher? I recently interviewed my student teacher, Miss Pechota.
She told me why she wanted to be a teacher. Some people may
have different reasons on why to become a teacher, but these are
Miss Pechota’s reasons.
The first question that I asked was: “What inspired her?”
She thought for a moment then said, “Well that’s a good
question... I like giving back to the community for all that they’ve
given me. I love kids, too. I like the excitement they have, when
they learn something for the first time.” I think she is right about how much excitement us kids have.
After that, I asked her, “What subject is her favorite to teach?”
She replied, “I like all subjects, but my favorite to teach would probably be
writing. I like seeing how creative students are, how a student thinks, and how imaginative they are.” I should add that , Miss Pechota mentioned that it was hard to
choose which subject she wanted to teach because she likes to teach every subject.
Then I asked her, “What was her favorite part of teaching?”
She answered, “When the students finally understand the concept... it's like a
light bulb goes on in their head.”
Soon after that, I asked, “Why do you want to teach fifth grade.?”
Her answer was, “I like the age group and the students are getting old enough to
understand and express their knowledge and ideas.”
After that, I asked her about the ups and downs of being a student teacher.
She thought and responded: “The ups are working with the students and teachers. The downs would be that I have to be a student and a teacher which can be a lot
of work. Also, I hate having to say goodbye to all the kids.”
I hope Miss Pechota’s interview inspires kids to maybe become teachers or even
firefighters (Oh yeah, Miss Pechota is a firefighter!!). Hopefully it teaches kids about
the demands of becoming a teacher. I chose to interview Miss Pechota because she is
very passionate about being a teacher. I think other teachers might have similar
answers as Miss Pechota.
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Favorite Books of Fifth Graders at MIS
By: Gabriella Cuccia and Ceilidh Manigrasso
Fifth Grade

Thank you to all of the MacFarland Fifth Graders who helped us by participating in our survey
and poll. The survey was called “Favorite Books and Book Series of Fifth Graders.” We went
around our playground one day in November and got a wide variety of titles of the books. We
also met a few students who liked the same books and/or book series; however, our “Favorite
Fifth Grade Book Poll” took place in the fifth grade classrooms. We asked fifth graders to rank
their favorite book out of the following book choices: Wonder by RJ Palacio, The Mysterious
Benedict Society by Trenton Lee Stewart, The Red Pyramid by Rick Riordan, and
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Double Down by Jeff Kinney.

Results of the book poll that 74 fifth grade students participated
in:
• In

first place, can we have drumroll please...the winner is —Wonder! with a

whopping (but not surprising) 53 votes! Who can blame them? Wonder is amazing! For those unfamiliar with Wonder, it is about a boy who looks different
and is trying to make friends in a new school.
• In

second place, we have Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Double Down!

This book only received 11 votes. Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Double Down is about
a kid named Greg Heffley who has to put down his controller and explore his creative side .
•It

is not surprising then, that The Mysterious Benedict Society received only 7 votes. The

Mysterious Benedict Society is about four gifted children who are all picked to form into the
Mysterious Benedict Society and are sent to investigate an institution called L.I.V.E.
•And

last but not least, since it is Gabby’s favorite book, The Red Pyramid received 3 votes.

With Riordan’s Red Pyramid, it is about two siblings who find out they are descendants of
pharaohs and magicians of ancient Egypt. They also find out they are host gods and can wield
magic.
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Book Buzz on the Playground
By: Gabby and Ceilidh
Along with the poll, there a was a buzz on the playground. A lot of fifth graders like the I
Survived Series. We found two of our friends who had that for their favorite book series; these
students are Nathan and Arda. We also found that there was one more pair students who liked
the same books-- Ethan and Srinithi. Their favorite book series is Percy Jackson.
Then, we found a whole bunch of different books and different genres liked by many fifth
graders. Olivia Delaney’s favorite is just a single book called Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz
Ryan. The rest of the books are single books and book series: Patrick likes Wonder by R. J. Palacio, while Reilly and Gabby like The Red Pyramid by Rick Riordan. Conall’s favorite book is
Jake and Lily by Jerry Spinelli. Lilliana likes MOO by Sharon Creech. Katy’s favorite book is
Hang 1,000 Trees with Ribbons by Ann Rinaldi. Maya likes Twilight by Stephenie Meyer. Jackie’s favorite book is Harry Potter and the Cursed Child by J.K. Rowling. Ellis’s favorite
book is Thrillogy by Mark-Wayne Harris. Sika likes Dork Diaries: Not So Secret Crush by Rachel Renee Russell. Giselle’s favorite book is Kingdom Keepers by Ridley Pearson. Matthew
likes Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Bloom. Demitri likes Hideout by Watt Key. And
Kyle S.’ favorite book is Dinosaur World Records by Darren Naish. Ceilidh’s favorite book is
The Babysitters Club: The Truth About Stacey by Raina Telgemeier. There are SOOO many
wonderful books out there. Go see Mr.Hammel about grabbing one of these titles. We know you
will not be disappointed! One more thing, thank you to all of the wonderful fifth grade staff that
let the students participate in our poll!
ttps://janiceheck.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/001-4.jpg

http://r.search.yahoo.com/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/9a/TheRedPyramid.jpg

•ylt=AwrExdlF9hpcDjkAqt2jzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBtdXBkbHJyBHNlYwNmcC1hdHRyaWIEc2xrA3J1cmw-/RV=2/RE=1545299653/RO=11/RU=https%3a%2f%2fjaniceheck.wordpress.com%
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Book Buzz: What Fourth Graders Are Reading!
By: Thomas Lee
Fourth Grade

Hey there! Do you like to read books? Well hopefully you do because I
have some recommendations for you.
My first book is called Dog Man. Dog Man is a graphic novel with lots of
characters. At the back of the book, there are the characters that you can draw step by step.
Maybe one day you would want to read the book or draw a character.
One more book that I would like you to know about is called Tiger Rising. It is a chapter book with lots of characters. It’s about a kid who lives in a
motel, and he finds a tiger in the woods. I don’t want to give too much detail but
third graders you will be reading this book next year so be ready! You will like it!
Well, maybe you could go to Mr. Hammel and ask him if he could get you
one of these books because you really will not be disappointed!!!!!!!!
https://www.scholastic.com/content5/media/products/80/9780545935180_mres.jpg
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/tiger-rising-kate-dicamillo/1100160461#/

Book Review: Dork Diaries

By: Caylee Zdrojewski Fourth Grade
Have you ever read Dork Diaries? Dork Diaries is a series of fiction stories. This series is super funny! I recommend this series to you. When your done reading this, I hope you go
read a book from the Dork Diaries!
Dork Diaries series has 13 books, so I recommend starting from the first book and
working your way up from there. It’s okay if you skip a couple books, but if you
have never read them, then start with the first book. The books I’ve read so far
are 1,5,7,8 and 10.
The main character is a girl named Nikki. Her best friends are two girls named
Chloe and Zoey. Nikki, Chloe and Zoey get bothered by the CCP girls (Cool, Cute
and Popular girls). The girl that bothers them the most is a Makenzie. Makenzie’s
locker is right next to Nikki’s, so it’s SUPER hard. Another character of interest is
a boy named Brandon. Nikki has a HUGE crush on Brandon, but so does Makenzie :( You will have to read the books to find out more!!
There are a lot of other characters that appear throughout the story, but I haven’t
read all the books yet, so I don’t know a lot of them. You can find these books at
the Bordentown Library, our school library, and a nearby Barnes and Noble. I really hope you read Dork
Diaries!
https://dorkdiaries.com/2016/05/dork-diaries-tales-from-a-not-so-fabulous-life/
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Book Review
By: Hailey Higgins
Third Grade
I highly recommend the book Dolphin Summer, a novel by
Catherine Hapka. The main character is Lily and there’s
also Wanda, the dolphin. The story takes place at the canal where Wanda gets stuck. Wanda loses her way and
winds up in the canal. Lily finds her and starts to worry
about Wanda’s condition. Lily calls someone to come help
Wanda.
The book is a fun-filled adventure, and it is so exciting. It is easy to read and a simple, loving story. I think
this is a realistic fiction book because it is something that
could actually happen in real life. My favorite part was
definitely when Lily... Well, you will have to read it to find
out!! I would rate this book 5 out of 5 stars. I feel if you
are caring, loving, and like marine animals, then this book
is for you.
https://prodimage.images-bn.com/pimages/9781338136449_p0_v3_s550x406.jpg
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My Favorite Subject
By: Ariyani Caraballo
Third Grade
The third grade classes began the school year studying the United States
Government as our Social Studies Unit. We began the unit studying the colonists
and their conflict with King George in England. King George wanted the colonists
to pay taxes which led to the Boston Tea Party and then King George sent his
soldiers to the colonies to enforce his rules. The Declaration of Independence
declared us independent from England. We also learned about the Revolutionary
War and the writing of the Constitution. Do you know the three branches of our
government? The Legislative, Judicial and Executive Branches all play and important part in forming our government and laws we still follow today.
In Mrs. Bacovin’s class, we created our own bills in hopes that they would
become laws. We reenacted the process of passing a bill. Some students were
the House of Representatives, some were the Senate and some of us played the
President and his Cabinet. It was a great learning experience as we role played
the different steps the Legislative Branch follows when passing a bill into law.
http://clipart-library.com/congress-judicial-cliparts.html
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Fourth Grade Happenings
By: Colston Rosina
Fourth Grade

Hello fourth graders!! Our school year is going by so fast. We’ve
already had our first Bingo Night and Halloween Parade followed by a fall
party and a winter party. Let’s focus on December and the end of the first
trimester, we had the first field trip of the year to the New Jersey State Museum on December 7th. If you wanted to go, then you had to make sure
you turned in your form with a parent signature and $9.75; forms were due
December 3rd.
We also had pretzel day this month. On December 10th, we had a
mini field trip to the Bordentown Train Show at the Old City Hall. There
were no forms to send in or money needed to go. I believe some third
graders also attended.
On the eleventh, there was the first Winter Band Concert. In
E.L.P.A.T. this month everyone is making their own themed city. On the
twelfth, report cards were sent home and P.T.O. had Panera Night. On the
fourteenth, there was the P.T.O. Movie Night at MIS. That seemed to be a
success!!
And that is it for fourth grade “happenings” for the first trimester.
See you all in the New Year!!
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Fifth Grade Student Council News
By: Candise Davis

Student Council: Representatives and officers are planning some very important
events. A few days ago, I visited a student council meeting and got all the student
council names and upcoming events!
Our Five Officers:
Brynn Bowyer as President
Maya Planas- Borgstrom as Vice President
Patrick Conroy as Treasurer
Jules Morolda as Secretary of School Spirit
Ceilidh Manigrasso as the Secretary/Reporter
Homeroom Representatives:
Sadeen Farraj and Jack Beauchman for Mrs. Scott’s class
Lilliana Thorn and Grace Kennedy for Ms. McKown’s class
Henry Tober and Emma Kadubec for Mr. Oliver’s class
Gracie Tyler and Conall McManimon for Mrs. Campellone’s class
Lauren Herold and Ifebuche Nnebe for Mrs. Shipman’s class

Recent News:
Here is information our student council was talking about
at the last meeting: They were
talking about creating posters and drafting the school
posters to share an upcoming
event that happened on
December 14th-- First School
Spirit Day: “Identical Friend
Day.”
They were also talking about
more school spirit days. So far,
on January 25th, we will have a
Sports Day. On March 1st will
be dress as your Favorite Book Character, and etc. And the last thing they discussed
was about: “ Color Cycle It!” Basically, Crayola is setting the event for students to bring
used markers or highlighters that are dried out. The plastic is used to make things we need
on a daily basis, so we can keep our environment in good condition. So far, looks like a
bunch of old markers are filling up the bin!!
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MIS and PMES Meet at the Boo Bash

By: Eidma Chowdhury
Fifth Grade
Every year, a Halloween dance happens in one or more of the Bordentown Regional
Schools (MacFarland and Peter Muschal). This year’s dance took place at Peter Muschal
Elementary School, but every year prior to this year fourth graders and fifth graders had this
dance at MacFarland Intermediate School, so this year was an exciting change of venue.
For starters, the dance took place on October 19, 2018. The Halloween Dance lasted
from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. First, the cafeteria was filled with food of course.
There was also a place where you could guess how much candy or snacks were in a jar, and
each jar had the name of a homeroom teacher. When you wanted to be in the party, the
PTO gave you an photo booth ticket for 4 free photos with your friends or yourself. As for my
friends and I, we all took a photo with signs, emoji faces, quotes, hats and other similar
things. After we took our picture, we got two copies of the photo with a background with
graves with a logo “Peter Muschal Spooktacular”.
Next up was my favorite part of the party, a DJ at the gym with games! The DJ was
playing different kinds of music that is popular at the time: Havana, Lucid Dreams (they
played it like 5 times!), In my Feelings, Cha Cha Slide, and other songs. Kids were dancing and
singing along with it. Besides that, you could play games that were across the gym including: bean bag toss, cups and then you have to throw balls to make it fall and other games.
Since it was dark in the gym, all kids received small and large glow sticks.
When it was 8:30 p.m., the DJ and principals told the people in the gym to go back to
the cafeteria and sit at the table that listed their homeroom teacher’s name. The Peter Muschal kids were in the front of the cafeteria while the MacFarland kids were in the back. Students waited for their parents to get them. Many, MANY adults and kids said it was very fun.
That was the 2018 Boo Bash from my perspective.

19

Halloween Parade 2018
By: Emma Kudabec Fifth Grade
All of the students at MacFarland Intermediate School had a boo-tastic time at the
Halloween Parade! This year the parade was held on October 31st. It is a tradition
for MIS students and Clara Barton students to dress up in their Halloween costumes
and parade down Crosswicks Street around behind Clara Barton School. Many parents
and other family members showed up to watch the Halloween Parade for the MIS and CBS
students.

As is customary, fifth graders led the parade, with the fourth graders and third graders following behind them. After the fifth graders walked the official Halloween Parade path, they lined
up outside CBS to watch the younger students parade by. This included not only the 4th and
3rd graders from MIS, but also the kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd grade students from CBS. It
was fun to see the different costumes worn by the CBS and MIS students. While watching
the parade, I noticed characters like Harry Potter seemed to be a popular costume this year.
This turned out to be a “Spooktacular” parade for all!
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Fifth Grade Costumes for 2018’s
Halloween Parade
By: Olivia Delaney
Here is a list of some of Fifth Grade
Halloween Costumes for the Halloween Parade. There were a bunch of
costumes, but this is what I was able
to remember and document.
1. Black Panther
2. Gingerbread -Fortnite man
3. Ghost Face
4. Witch

11. Scary Man Guy
12. Queen of Hearts
13. Harambe
14. Mike Trout
15. Robot
16. Bengal’s Player
17. Eleven from Stranger Things
18. Lucille Ball
19. Minnie Mouse
20. Mad Hatter
21. Ballerina cat
22. Fox

5. Nurses

23. Panda

6. Assassins Creed Character

24. Pineapple

7. Jedi

25. Joker

8. Slenderman

26. Evie

9. Classic Smart Kid

27 Draco Malfoy

10. Baseball player

28. Greek goddess
29. Alice
30. Kylo Ren

31. Carson Wentz
32. Zach Erez
33. Pink Ladies
34. Hogwartian Half-blood
35. Snow Princess
36. Zombie Hunters
37.Zipper face
38.Venom
39.Harley Quinn
40. Ninja
41. Eeyore
42.The Rake [It is not a garden tool
nor anything you ever want to find in your garden!]
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MIS Lunch Food…
Read this before you eat another morsel!!
By: Emerson Magby
Hello MacFarland,
This is Emme Magby, and I am here to help you out by telling you the best foods
in our cafeteria. Of course, this is my opinion but many of my fellow fifth grade
consumers would agree. Below is a list of the best foods on the MIS menu and just thinking about them will leave you craving more.
First of all, the Mac & Cheese is absolutely DELICIOUS! When I first saw it, I
thought, “ Uh oh, this looks like that disgusting mac and cheese that I had in Disney!” but,
thankfully, it was a lot better. I loved the gooey, thick cheese, and the noodles are cooked
to the perfect texture.
Another favorite of mine—French toast sticks, they are coated with a doughy texture which I love and sprinkled with a little cinnamon.
Don’t get me started on the mozzarella sticks, Bosco sticks, and breadsticks; they
are basically the same thing. Gooey mozzarella cheese in warm breading. Yum!!
Then there’s the egg and muffin Bento boxes. They have a hard boiled egg, and a
muffin— either chocolate or blueberry. The pizza, pizza, pizza is very yummy, yummy,
yummy. I heard the chicken patty is good as well, but I have never had it. These are some
of the best foods to buy. Enjoy!!
Below is an original piece of art by Fifth Grader Emme Magby.
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Favorite Pets
of Fifth Graders
By: Conall McManimon

Thank you fifth
graders and fifth
grade teachers for
taking this poll.
The results were
surprising.
Here they are:
1st PlaceDog
2nd Place-Cat
3rd Place-Bunny
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Feast of Characters
By: Riddhi Raijpal

What’s Happening in Fifth Grade:

What do you mean by a Feast of Characters? I have heard of a feast but ...of characters?
This fifth grade project is a great way to really get to know characters more deeply and understand
them.
To get a better understanding about this event, I have interviewed Mrs. Scott (the teacher who
created the Feast of Characters). The first question I had provided for Mrs. Scott was: “What do you
want the students to learn from participating in the Feast of Characters?
Mrs. Scott confidently replied, “Ms. Campellone and I want students to learn about other
books and characters, so that they might want to read one of the books based on the characters they
meet during the feast.”
The next question I had ready for Mrs. Scott was: “Why do you think it is important for the student to stay in character?
Mrs. Scott replied, “I think it is important to stay in character during this event because it helps
kids believe that they really are the character. It also makes their partners want to learn more about
the character— see them as real people.”
The third question I asked Mrs. Scott to answer was: “When and how did she get the idea for
Feast of Characters?”
Mrs. Scott said, “I created this project based on the concept that it would be great to see different characters around a table or room interacting and socializing. I also started Feast of Characters in 2013 because I thought it was a good way to get kids to make inferences, understand their
characters, and find out about other books. Kids also enjoy acting and becoming a character much
like the wax museum experience in fourth grade.”
The last question for Mrs. Scott was, “Why are you trying to get students to understand their
characters more deeply. What’s the purpose?”
Her response to the last question was, “ The more in
tune or in touch with a character’s feelings, emotions, and
thoughts, then I hope students will have a richer understanding of a story. It is important to see characters as people or
have empathy for their character’s experiences.”
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For the amazing Feast of Characters, I was Kate Wetherall from The Mysterious
Benedict Society. Basically, there are a series of questions that students must develop
and answer as if they are a character from a book. While staying in character, you
answer those questions, and you have to think like your character while answering them.
Every student in the fifth grade gets poster paper and are asked to type their questions,
or just write them on the poster. Along with the questions, they must draw a small portrait
of their character. On a separate sheet of paper they answer the questions as if they are
the character.
For example most fourth graders will read the book Number the Stars in fourth
grade. Students might pretend to be Annemarie and a question for Annemarie might be:
What are you most thankful for? As Annemarie they might say , “I am most thankful for
my best friend, Ellen, and my mom.” or something along those lines. For additional
points, students have the choice to even dress up as the character they have chosen. If
your character has a British accent, you must talk with a British accent to stay in character. You must stay in character until the teacher tells you to become your normal self
again.
As Mrs. Scott had said, she was hoping maybe if kids talked to other story book
characters that, maybe, students would want to read a book based on the character they
met. Personally, that is exactly what happened to me. As I was talking to other story book
characters that my fellow students had become, I already had some books in my mind
that I considered reading just because I thought the characters were cool. In my opinion,
Feast of Characters was a success. I am so glad Ms. Campellone (my fifth grade teacher) and Mrs. Scott let fifth graders become characters for a day. I hope you understand
more about Feast of Characters.
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My Favorite Holiday
By: Sophia Morolda
Third Grade
Did you know that the Thanksgiving menu
for Pilgrims consisted of deer, wild turkey,
cod, bass, mussels, clams, corn, nuts,
squash, beans, and berries? Thanksgiving is
a holiday that we all gather as families and
think about all that we are thankful for. My
family and I play a huge football game. We
gather and eat an amazing feast and we enjoy visiting with our many family members. There are many facts about the
Thanksgiving holiday here in America.
Abraham Lincoln made Thanksgiving a
national holiday in 1863. Another fact is that
Franklin D. Roosevelt set the third Thursday
of November, in 1939, as the official day to
celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday. Football
is a favorite pastime of many households in
America. Either watching football on television or playing the game in the backyard is an
activity played by many families on this holiday. The most important part of this special
day is enjoying the relatives that you only see
a few times a year. Catching up on family
stories, memories and sharing good food and
laughs is a special part of this holiday too!
What are your family traditions? What are
you thankful for? I have too many to list, but I
am certainly thankful for my MacFarland Intermediate School family and all the teachers
that help me become a better student. I can’t
wait to do that Thanksgiving feast again next
year!
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A Poem

By: Avery Taylor– Fourth Grade

Fall
Fall is a great time to jump in the fallen leaves
In the cool air as you play
You kick the ball in the air
As it falls you run in joy to catch it

When the ball hits your arms
You fall into a pile of fallen leaves
Raked up just for you to jump in
Fall is your time to catch leaves
Falling from the trees into your gloved hands
The sound of crunchy leaves
Hitting the ground
Crunch them with your feet
You look up to the trees and watch the falling leaves
You smile
It’s fall

Acrostic Poem
About
Thanksgiving
Turkey for main dish
Ham at the table
Asking others for another croissant
Nine kids, twelve
adults at the table
Kind manners
Saying prayers before dinner
Gravy for the
turkey

I ate all of the corn
Valuable family time
I love the mashed potatoes

MIS EXPRESS is thankful for all
the administrators, teachers,
staff members, and students
that make coming to
school fun and safe.
Miss Vicky, Mr. Pete,
and Ms. Justine are all
amazing. Our custodial
staff keeps our building
clean and safe as well.
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Nice to others
Giving love to each
other
By: Gregory
Stalnaker
Fourth Grade
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SHOUT OUTS!!
Thank you to our nurse and
counselors for taking care of
us when we are ill, injured,
under the weather, or just
need someone to lend an
ear.
Thank you to our teachers!
You are making us better
readers, writers, mathematicians, scientists,
musicians, artists, athletes,
healthy human beings, and
team players.

Thank you to the PTO and
all our room parents for the
fabulous classroom events,
pretzel sales, School Store,
and Scholastic Book Fair!
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Happy New Year!!
From,

MIS Express
Look for our next
edition at the end of
March!!!
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