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Meet the News Team Academy
Aloha! My name is Miss Morishige, and I have the privilege of leading our News Team Academy this year!
Our team is made up of 5th and 6th grade students…some of whom chose to write for our newsletter, and others of
whom ended up here as a default, but all of whom have been working hard and putting forth great effort to grow as
writers.
Every month, the students on our team are tasked with the responsibility of interviewing staff and students,
writing, revising, and editing their own pieces, supporting their peers in revising and editing, taking photographs,
creating “extras” such as polls and games, and getting our newsletters ready for distribution. This is quite an
undertaking, as these students typically only get between 2 – 3 one-hour sessions in which to complete all of this in!
Let’s give a hand to our new News Team Academy students!

Waiahole News Now
Keeping families and keiki up-to-date on what’s happening at Waiahole Elementary.

“E ho’okela, e Waiahole” Waiahole Strives towards Excellence
Aloha e Waiāhole ʻOhana!

March
Ezekiel Wong, Grade 5

Kekoa Kea-Boots, Grade 5

Xylen (Keahi) Lee, Grade 5

“In News Team Academy we
work hard. We come in even on
our recess to write the
newsletter. I think writing is
but at the same time
.fun,
Kekoa
challenging.”

“I enjoy writing because it gets
my fingers energized. In News
Team Academy we are learning
how to write a Book Review.
For example, you don’t spoil the
end you just tell the first and the
second part.”

“I think the News Team
Academy is challenging because
we have to learn new stuff.
Like we have to revise, edit, and
make puzzles for the
newsletter.”

Word Find
Created by: Ezekiel Wong, Xylen
(Keahi) Lee, and Kekoa Kea-Boots

Manoa Kahalepuna, Grade 6

Jahsiah Kaina, Grade 6

“I enjoy the newsletter because
it gives me the opportunity to
write about this school and
helps my speaking skills when I
do interviews.”

“I’ve learned how I can
interview people and ask them
about how they got a positive
office referral. It also helps me
know much more about
Waiahole. I also am learning
how to use the iPad and
Chromebook better.”

Continuous Notice of Non-Discrimination
The Hawaii State Department of Education (HIDOE) and its schools do not discriminate on the
basis of race, sex, age, color, national origin, religion or disability in its programs and
activities. Please direct inquiries regarding HIDOE nondiscrimination policies as follows:
ADA/Section 504 inquiries
Krysti Sukita, ADA/504 Specialist
Civil Rights Compliance Office
Hawaii State Department of Education
P.O. Box 2360
Honolulu, Hawaii 96804
(808) 586-3322 or relay
crco@notes.k12.hi.us

Title VI, Title IX, and other inquiries
Anne Marie Puglisi, Director
Civil Rights Compliance office
Hawaii State Department of Education
P.O. Box 2360
Honolulu, Hawaii 96804
(808) 586-3322 or relay
crco@notes.k12.hi.us
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Spring Break
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26

Prince Kuhio Day
Holiday: No School

Fri
29

Positive Office
Lunch Referral

Happy New Year!

Where does the time go? This month we will be having our WASC
Accreditation visit beginning on March 11th and ending on March 14th. The
teachers and staff reviewed our data and evidence and identified strengths and
growth areas in the following areas: curriculum, instruction, assessment,
organization and school culture. A team will visit us and speaking with different
role groups (students, teachers, parents, staff) to learn more about Waiāhole
Elementary School.
For the month of March, we have the following activities taking place:
March 9 - 5R Festival at Windward Mall
March 11-14 - WASC Accreditation Visit
March 15 - Student Field Day Celebration
March 18-22 - Spring Break
March 26 - Holiday: Prince Kūhiō Day
March 29 - Positive Office Lunch Referral
Thank you for supporting our students and the school!
Sincerely,
Ms. Obra

A Book Review by: Manoa Kahalepuna, Xylen (Keahi) Lee, Kekoa
Kea-Boots, Jahsiah Kaina, and Ezekiel Wong

Rosie Revere, Engineer
By: Andrea Beaty
Rosie Revere wanted to be a great engineer. She dreamed about, and created, lots of inventions. One day, she invented
a cheddar cheese hat for her most-loved uncle. This hat would scare away pythons (which would be helpful, as he
worked in a zoo).
BUT…he laughed at her invention!
Rosie felt heartbroken. She thought that she would never, ever dream of new inventions ever again. Read Rosie
Revere, Engineer to find out what will happen next!

What Are Your Plans for Spring Break?

by: Xyles (Keahi) Lee & Ezekiel Wong

We went out around
campus, asking the
students, “What are your
plans for Spring
Break?” This is what was
said!
Kekai, Grade 1
“Play Xbox forever…go
to my cousin’s house.”

Arizin, Grade 2
“Go to the waterpark. Go
on rides.”

Harlynn, Grade 3
“I might go to summer
fun. I think we might
have a water play day. I
think we might have an
Olympic climb thing.”

I Hate Writing… by: Miss Morishige, Academic Coach
I hate writing.
I know, I know. I can already hear the gasps.
What? A teacher saying that she hates writing? Believe
me, I have already experienced the looks of disbelief
from my first News Team Academy when I broke the
news. Unfortunately for the team, I finished my
statement before they could begin plotting ways to use
my words against me and get out of having to write.
I hate writing…BUT, I love it. Oooh…Didn’t see
that one coming, did you? I love a good plot twist.
Let me explain.
I’m the kind of writer that will sit in her chair,
trying to start a sentence a gajillion times with no success.
I will have thoughts swirling around in my head,
sentences on the tip of my tongue, and nothing written on
my paper. It’s not because I don’t want to, and it’s not
because I have no ideas…it’s because the right words just
seem to escape me. It’s frustrating, and I hate it.
I’m also the kind of writer that will go back and
forth with myself over grammatical errors. Should I use
a comma or a semi-colon? Should this be written in
present tense or past tense? Does punctuation go inside
the quotation marks or outside? There are so many rules
to think about, and I hate it.

I know that words have power. Immense power.
Words have the power to make people smile, to make
them laugh. They have the power to touch people’s hearts,
to ignite passion, to make others cry along with me, and to
rally a crowd. Writing is powerful. And I love it.
This is why I spend so many frustrating hours,
days, and weeks turning out a single piece for the
newsletter. I will write, then rewrite and rewrite and
rewrite until I’ve lost count of how many drafts I’ve
written. In each draft I will tear words apart, fiddle with
punctuation, change the order of sentences, and delete
entire paragraphs, writing and rewriting to make my
words sing.
And I love it.
I love working to find just the right words to create
impact. I love carefully crafting sentences and paragraphs
that shout my message and incite emotion. I love reading
my final piece (which, by the way, is never truly final)
with the knowledge that I’ve created something that
speaks to my readers. Whether they love it or hate it...they
will notice it.
I love writing because it’s me…my voice, my
thoughts, my chance to share, my opportunity to convince.
I hate writing…BUT, I love it. I absolutely love it.

BUT…

Raydrick, Grade 4
“Game all day, go outside
and ride bike, read.”

Kaimipono, Grade 5
“Go to Universal
Studio…spend my life
there.”

Manoa, Grade 6
“Spend more time with
my family. Also, sleep
in!”

Counselor’s Message: Mr. Shane
The end of the 3rd quarter and Spring Break are just around the corner! To celebrate,
we will be holding our 3rd Quarter Awards Assembly on March, 15, 2019 right after
our morning assembly in the cafeteria. A letter will be going home a week in advance
if your child has been selected for one of the following awards: 5R student of the
month (January, February, and March), GLO student of the quarter, or perfect
attendance.
Thank you to all of the students and families for donating and participating in our
Kids Heart Challenge, which was held last month on February 15th! As a school, we
collected a little over $840, with our biggest donator being Raydrick Rodrigues who
collected $270!! Most importantly, our students had the opportunity to help save
lives, learn about heart health, and earn fun heart hero gifts! The Kids Heart
Challenge donations were submitted at the end of February so be on the lookout for
your child’s gifts, which should be sent to the school in about 4-6 weeks. Check out
some of the photos that were taken from Waiahole Elementary’s Kids Heart Challenge
event below!

