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St. Christopher School Mission
St. Christopher School is dedicated
to excellence in education, complemented by a strong moral and spiritual
foundation within the tradition of the
Catholic Church. We strive to develop
students who are confident, independent, lifelong learners, who lead by
example, and who live their lives with
integrity and concern for others.

Students enjoy visiting Europe!

From October 11 through October 21,
a giant floor map of Europe found a
temporary home here at St. Christopher School. Measuring 26 feet by 26
feet, the oversized vinyl map occupied
much of the church hall! Social Studies
teacher Mary Lou Wefers discovered this
unique opportunity after reading about
traveling maps in National Geographic
Kids. The map arrived with a trunk full of
educational activities and materials for all
ages, accompanied by a binder explaining how to use the various resources for
lessons.

Bishop Christian meets students after
celebrating Mass with us in January.

St. Chris teachers took turns using the
map with their classes. The map allowed
students and teachers the chance to
“walk across Europe” as they explored

different countries and adjacent bodies
of water. Students practiced locating
countries on the map, learning about
capital cities, physical features, archeological sites, and iconic landmarks. Older
students also discussed wars, population
trends, scientific discoveries, technological advancements, and other conditions
that shaped European life over time.
Miss Wefers reports that having the giant
map at St. Chris generated new enthusiasm for geography and cartography. She
added, “I can see that it has carried over
into our classwork and beyond. Some
students have even taken it upon themselves to find map apps to use in their
free time at home!”

WWW.STCHRISSCHOOLNH.ORG
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A MESSAGE FROM
THE PASTOR

NEW WINDOWS BRIGHTEN ST. CHRIS

From January 28
through February
5, St. Christopher
School joined
over 6,500 other
Catholic schools
from around
the country to
commemorate Catholic Schools Week.
Students celebrated with masses,
service projects, special presentations,
spirit days, and themed events. By all
accounts, our students thoroughly
enjoyed each day’s activities (especially
the ice cream social!).
I am a strong believer in the power of
Catholic schools. For many years, I
have been blessed to be a pastor at
parishes with a Catholic school, so I
know firsthand of the care, concern,
and expertise that faculty and staff
provide each of their students.
Recent statistics released by the
National Catholic Education Association (NCEA) show that Catholic schools
provide superior academic preparation. The national high school graduation rate for Catholic students stands
at 99%, with standardized testing rates
well above average. Other studies
indicate that Catholic school graduates
are more involved in parish and community life.
I ask you to join me in giving thanks for
Catholic schools, their faculty and staff,
and their students. Although Catholic
Schools Week ended on February 5,
I believe Catholic schools are worth
celebrating each and every day!
God Bless,

Marvell Plate Glass in Merrimack took advantage of the quiet summer months to
install brand new windows and doors throughout the school! The attractive greentrimmed panels not only enhance the exterior of our building, but also provide many
important advantages for teachers and staff. The tinted glass reduces glare and improves visibility on sunny days, particularly in the front of the building, and keeps the
classrooms warmer in the winter and cooler in the spring and the fall. The windows
and doors are also easier to use and offer increased safety features.
We have received many compliments about our new windows, and how they
mondernize our facility inside and out. People especially notice how the green accent color blends nicely into the neighborhood environment of our school.

(Rev.) Richard J. Kelley
Pastor
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We are very grateful for the support we received through our Annual Fund drive
which helped make this important improvement possible. Thank you to all of our
parents, alumni, friends, and supporters who generously contributed to our effort!
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A WORD FROM THE PRINCIPAL . . .
Dear Alumni, Parents, Parishioners and Friends,
At St. Christopher School, we emphasize our strong community connected in education and in faith,
where Christ remains at the very heart of all that we do. Through experiences such as liturgies, prayer
services, Eucharistic adoration, acts of charity, and service, our students graduate well-grounded in
gospel values. The feedback we receive from our families and the greater community confirms the
success of our programs. Our students not only excel academically, but they grow as leaders within
the school community and beyond. They exemplify the values we strive to instill here at St. Chris!
When I speak to prospective parents, I explain how our community is like family. We continually promote trust and collaboration among teachers, working with parents as the primary educators of their children. We also pay especially close attention
to the quality of interpersonal relations between teachers and students, ensuring that a student’s intellectual growth is harmonized with spiritual, religious, emotional, and social growth. We care about helping students achieve academic excellence,
and recognize that teaching about respect, individual responsibility, and social skills is equally important.
St. Chris is blessed with a supportive parent community. Meaningful parent involvement demonstrates a strong commitment to Catholic education and contributes to the success of our school. Whether helping in classrooms, coaching teams,
serving hot lunch, or coordinating events like the auction, parent volunteer hours are valued and appreciated!
As we enter into every new day, may God continue to bless our extraordinary community.

Cynthia Vita Clarke
Principal

DRAMA CLUB PREPARES FOR THE LION KING, JR!
Here’s a sneak peak at what’s in store this
spring for St. Chris Drama Club’s production of the spirited Disney musical
The Lion King, JR. Art teacher Rebecca
Fessenden and her enthusiastic stage
crew are hard at work creating spectacular scenery, props, and costumes for this
fun show. You won’t want to miss the
pagentry and talent on display on
Friday, March 24th at 7:00 pm at
Nashua Catholic Regional Junior High!

WWW.STCHRISSCHOOLNH.ORG
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CODING CLASS COMMENCES
Alumni parent and school Advisory
Board member Mark Roy has been
sharing his varied talents with St. Chris
for many years. A software developer
by day, Mark chairs our Technology
Committee and serves as a technology
advisor for the school whenever needed.
He is responsible for the installation and
operation of the display board in our
lobby, as well as the design and continued maintenance of our school website.
He also founded the STEM Committee
several years ago and spearheaded
efforts to institute an annual STEM Day
and STEM Fair each spring. Mark’s latest
endeavor is to teach a coding class for
interested students before school.
The class is offered to fifth and sixth
grade students and began its first
eight-week session this fall, meeting on
Thursday mornings from 7:30 AM – 8:30
AM. For the initial term, Mark introduced
Scratch programming, a visual block
based programming environment created by MIT and shared with the world free
of cost. Scratch is intended as an entry
level programming language for users
of all ages. One defining principle of
Scratch is the sharing of information and
innovation. Scratch allows users to view
what others have created, encouraging
people to copy, modify, and improve
upon the work of others in order to learn.
This practice is known as “remixing.”
St. Chris students began by exploring the
Scratch environment, discovering how
to navigate the website and the project
editor tools. Mark explained the basic
programming elements of Scratch called
command blocks. Students also worked
through available tutorials to better
understand the components of Scratch,
and then extended the concepts they
had learned. Students experimented
with various techniques by putting the
blocks together in creative and interesting ways to form their own applications,
or “programs,” such as games, animated
stories, and musical creations. For example, some students fashioned a game
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in which the user maneuvers a basket
to catch falling objects and win points.
They personalized the games by adding
more objects, changing the speed of
the falling objects, and awarding different point values according to the size
or speed of an object. Other students
developed animated stories by creating unique characters and adding word
bubbles. Mark especially enjoys “sharing
the satisfaction of students as they create
successful applications and witnessing
their enthusiasm for programming.”
Mark plans to continue teaching Scratch
and to explain new concepts during the
second session of the coding class this
winter. When the coding class meets for
a third session this spring, it will focus
specifically on Lego Robotics programming, building important skills for our
First Lego Club which competes each fall.
Enrollment priority for the third session
will be given to students committed to
participating in First Lego League next
year.
Mark believes that offering coding as an
extracurricular activity allows students
to broaden their exposure to program-

ming and expand on the skills they learn
from Mrs. Litch during computer class.
He recognizes, first hand, the value of
programming in the work force across all
industries and professions, as well as in
our personal lives. Regardless of anyone’s future career goals, however, Mark
explains that programming “promotes
creativity, develops critical thinking, and
teaches people how to solve problems”
. . . useful for any discipline!

NEWS AND NOTES

COMPUTER LAB ADDS A GREEN SCREEN
THANK YOU CLASS OF 2016
Families from the Class of 2016 came
together last spring to donate a gift in
honor of their students’ graduation. They
chose to purchase a green screen for our
Computer Lab! A green screen enables
users to replace the background in pictures or video, making the subject posing
in front of the green screen appear to
be present in a different background
environment superimposed behind the
subject. Mrs. Litch is excited to explore
all the fun and interesting ways to use
this wonderful gift. She has already
begun researching the possibilities and is
enrolled in a class to learn more about its
educational benefits.
Mrs. Litch will begin by using the green screen with her youngest readers in first and second grade. She will record video of the
students reading aloud pages from a book in front of the green screen. Next, the students will select illustrations from the book
to create different backdrops. In the finished video, students will appear to be inside the story while they are reading! Later
in the year, Mrs. Litch will show her sixth grade students how to use the green screen to prepare video versions of the morning
announcements to be viewed in all of the classrooms each morning. These students will choose different background locations
around the globe from which they will appear to be broadcasting the announcements. From retelling stories and broadcasting
the news to acting out plays and simulating adventure journeys, the creative possibilities are endless.
A special thank you to the Bourn, Casey, Dion, Finn, Haight, Klevisha, and Kouchalakos families for this generous gift! We love it!

SKI CLUB MAKES WINTER FUN!
The St. Christopher School Ski Club has been around as long as we can remember! What better way to appreciate the cold winter
months than to build memories together in the snow?? Led by parent volunteers Tara Canaway and Meghan McCarthy, the Ski
Club meets after school on Fridays for five weeks in the months of January and February. More than 60 students and their families
head to Crotched Mountain in nearby Bennington, NH for hours of skiing and snowboarding fun. Faculty supervisor Kathy Litch
has been skiing since she was in 9th grade and loves to spend time on the slopes and in the lodge with the kids. She explains, “I
get to see students in a completely different environment outside the classroom and have a chance to get to know them better.”
Mrs. Litch adds, “it is an awesome opportunity for familes to spend quality time outdoors together and for students to make new
friends.” Ski Club is open to students in grades three to six, but younger siblings are welcome to attend with their families too.

WWW.STCHRISSCHOOLNH.ORG
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TEACHER PROFILE
Since starting at St.
Chris eleven years
ago, fifth grade
teacher Sally Mitchell has enriched our
school community
in countless ways!
Her contributions
in the classroom and beyond make St.
Chris an even better place to learn and
work. Often the first person in the door
each morning, Sally begins her day in the
teachers room preparing several pots of
coffee for teachers and staff. She also
serves as a Eucharistic Minister for school
masses and chairs the Sunshine Committee. In her role as chair of the Sunshine
Committee, Sally collects a modest donation from every staff member and utilizes
this fund throughout the year to deliver
birthday treats, get well wishes, and various gifts on special occasions.
Her most important work, of course, is
performed inside her classroom as a 5th
grade homeroom teacher and the 5th

and 6th grade science teacher. There,
Sally embraces changes in the curriculum as well as new equipment and
technology. Since arriving at St. Chris in
2005, Sally helped institute many additions to the science program. She has
welcomed large science tables, a flexible
life-size model of a skeleton, a digital
microscope, a rooftop weather station,
new textbooks, and the Eno board.
Sally also enlists IPads for particular lessons. She explains that the IPads provide
a means “to reach students at different
academic levels and with different learning styles, and allow students to work at
their own pace.” She appreciates having
an assortment of tools to teach students
in alternative ways – auditorily, visually,
and kinesthetically. Sally recently began
requiring her students to construct
“interactive notebooks,” in which they
engage in active learning by cutting and
pasting scientific information in various
forms. Sally especially enjoys teaching
about space, earth, volcanoes, weather,
and how to care for the human body.

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
St. Chris alum, alumni parent, school
Advisory Board member, and community volunteer Nick Dahl (‘79, P’10, ‘11,
‘16) exemplifies the values we hope to
instill in our students every day. From his
dedicated career in the public sector to
his extensive involvement in community
service, Nick demonstrates the importance of helping others and giving back.
After graduating from St. Christopher
School, Nick went on to attend St. Aloysius de Gonzaga (now Nashua Catholic),
Bishop Guertin High School, and the
University of New Hampshire, earning a
Bachelor of Science degree in Business
Administration. Upon graduation from
UNH, Nick began working at the Department of Veterans Affairs Office of the Inspector General, where he has remained
ever since. Nick currently serves as a
Deputy Assistant Inspector General and
oversees eight regional offices around
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the country. His work often involves a
great deal of travel, helping to ensure
that VA hospitals, benefit offices, and
related projects are run properly.
When in town, Nick spends many hours
volunteering his time in and around
Nashua. For nearly ten years, Nick has
served on both the St. Christopher
School Advisory Board and the Nashua
Police Athletic League (“PAL”) Board. In
2013, Nick became PAL Athletic Director,
managing the operation of various athletic programs serving more than 1,500

Sally was born in Portland, ME and grew
up in Weymouth, MA near the water. She
attended Weymouth North High School
and received her Bachelor of Education
from Boston State College. Sally came to
us after working with fourth grade and
special education students at Matthew
Thornton Elementary School in Londonderry. Sally reports that she loves
working at St. Chris because “we are like
a family where everyone cares about
each other.” She also loves that St. Chris
teachers can talk about God and how He
wants us to live our lives and treat others.
She uses examples of God’s love to teach
kindness and respect toward all people.
Sally and her husband Paul have four
children, five grandchildren, and two
dogs. Sally volunteers at St. Mark’s
Church where she teaches CCD to first
graders and serves as a Eucharistic Minister and a Sacristan. In her free time, Sally
enjoys visiting her grandchildren and
reading. Several years ago Sally and Paul
took a cross country trip together, stopping in such places as Glacier National
Park in Montana, Mount Rushmore in
South Dakota, and Niagra Falls in Canada.
children, including football, cheerleading, cross country, boxing, basketball,
and street hockey. In 2014, PAL named
Nick as the Volunteer of the Year, in recognition of his tremendous commitment
to the youth of our city. In 2015, then
Governor Maggie Hassan appointed Nick
one of three Nashua Police Commissioners responsible for working closely with
the police department on matters such
as hiring and budget management. Nick
also volunteers as treasurer of Boy Scout
Troop #272.
Nick loved the many years he spent at St.
Chris. He particularly remembers great
teachers such as Mrs. Sylvia and Mr. Burroughs, and his many great friends. Nick
lives in Nashua with his wife Kerrie (also
a St. Chris volunteer extraordinaire) and
their three children Andrew (’10), Erica
(’11), and Nick (’16). When not traveling
the country or criss-crossing the city of
Nashua, Nick enjoys reading and and attending all sorts of local sporting events.
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CHRISTMAS BRINGS CHEER TO ST. CHRIS

Christmas is always a special time at St.
Christopher School. This year was no
exception! From Shopping for Kids, to
our Christmas tree lighting event, the Salvation Army shoebox drive, sixth grade
Jesse Trees, Christmas performances, the
Christmas prayer service, and Fine Arts
Night, we all enjoyed sharing the beauty
of the Holy season together as a community. Even teachers and staff got in on
the act with ugly sweater day followed
by dinner at the 110 Grill.
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