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Our Vision
Our vision is to have our students become leaders in all fields of personal endeavors through academia and to
be physically, emotionally and intellectually healthy with determination and compassion.
visus noster
consilium nostrum est ut discipuli principes in omnibus studiis per scholam fiant; ut sani in corpore et animo et
mente cum constantia misericordiaque sint.
ἡμέτερα δοκἠ
οἱ μαθηταὶ διὰ τῆς διατριβῆς τῶν πἀντων ἡγἠσονται καὶ ὑγιανοῦσι τὸ σῶμα τὀν τε θυμὸν τὀν τε νοῦν διὰ τῆς
συμπαθεἰας και τῆς τλημοσὐνης;
Our Mission
We implement a classical liberal arts and sciences, college preparatory curriculum that will train our students
to become critical thinkers and life-long learners with strong character.
officium nostrum
officium nostrum est ducere discipulos in semita ut discentes perpetui forti ingenio fiant per intelligentiam
artium liberalium classicarumque et scientiae. nos utimur cursu studiorum inter disciplinas ad universitatem
idoneo, qui nostros discipulos philosophos fieri instituet et conscios animorum societatisque.
ἡμἐτερα στἀθμη
παιδεύομεν μαθητὰς τὸ τὴν ἐπιστἠμην ἠθικῶς καἰ εἰς τελευτὴν διὠκειν διὰ τῶν τἐχνων τε καὶ τῶν
μαθημἀτων ἅ οἱ πἀλαι ἤσκησαν; διὰ τῆς αὐτῆς ἐλευθερἰου ἀσκἠσεως φιλοσοφἠσουσι καὶ σωφρονἠσουσιν;
Core Values
Truth, Goodness, Beauty
Virtutes Nostrae
Veritas, Virtus, Pulchritudo
Ἡμέτεραι Ἀρεταί
τὸ ἀληθἐς, τὸ ἀγαθὀν, τὸ καλὀν
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Principal's Message

Dear Parents:
Welcome to Maspeth High School! My name is Khurshid Abdul-Mutakabbir and I will be your child’s
principal this year. I enter this school year with great enthusiasm and desire to begin a rich classical education
with our students. Our mission is to lead students on the pathway to become lifelong learners with strong
character through an understanding of classical liberal arts, and empirical sciences. We implement an
interdisciplinary, college preparatory curriculum that will train our students to become critical thinkers and to
develop their social and emotional intelligence.
We are proud to provide a variety of courses, which will produce intelligent, literate, and curious young
adults. Our art, music, theatre, and athletic programs provide many opportunities for students to develop
talents and explore areas of interest that contribute to a comprehensive high school education.

We

understand that care and trust are fundamental to learning, personal growth, and quality relationships. By
putting these qualities into practice, students and staff ensure that together we achieve success. Maspeth High
School has high expectations of its students. We firmly believe that high expectations and appropriate supports
empower students to be responsible for their own behavior and learning.
I look forward to working with you and your child this year!
Respectfully,

Khurshid Abdul Mutakabbir
Principal
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Classical Education

Classical education is a language intensive and knowledge-centered approach to education existing for
over 2,500 years producing great minds like Socrates, Copernicus, Galileo, Shakespeare, Goethe, Newton and
Einstein. A classical education is more than simply a pattern of learning. It trains the mind to collect and
analyze data and to draw conclusions based on that information; it demands self-discipline and instills virtue;
it produces intelligent, literate, curious young adults who can read, write, calculate, think, understand, solve
problems, and follow through on a wide range of interests.
The first pillar of classical education is language-focused; learning is accomplished through words,
written and spoken, rather than through images (computers, videos, and television). Language-learning and
image-learning require very different habits of thought. Language requires the mind to work harder; in
reading, the brain is forced to translate a symbol (words on the page) into a concept. Images, such as those on
videos and television, allow the mind to be passive. In front of a video screen, the brain can “sit back” and
relax; faced with the written page, the mind is required to roll its sleeves up and get to work. A classical
education, then, has two important aspects. It is language-focused. And it follows a specific three-part pattern:
the mind must be first supplied with facts and figures, then given the logical tools to organize them, and finally
equipped to express conclusions in written and oral form. Furthermore, to the classical mind, all knowledge is
interrelated.
Classical education is that it uses history as its organizing principle, students learn the place of their
lives, families, and communities in the broad landscape of human existence and achievement. It imparts the
skills and passion for thinking and learning that allow a person to teach themselves for the rest of their lives.
Classical education is systematic and rigorous; it has purpose, goals, and a method to reach those goals.
The second pillar of classical education is that it rests on the concept of the Trivium— Grammar,
Dialectics, and Rhetoric—not as subjects, although these subjects are studied, but as the structure of every
subject and discipline. The Trivium is a structured approach that is highly effective when implemented
correctly. Every subject we attempt to learn, at any time in our lives, has its grammar, dialectics, and rhetoric,
from reading and math, to gardening and law, to music and auto mechanics. In a classical education, we
seek to find common threads amongst our various content areas and use inquiry to push students to connect
our curriculum to their lives. We stress the open exchange of ideas through reading, writing and speaking. We
will guide our students to mastery of both content and process.
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ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL
Official attendance will be taken daily during second period and will be reported to the main office. If a student is
absent, parent(s)/guardians are expected to submit a note or letter explaining their child’s absence from school.
The NYS Department of Education considers the following absences as excused:
· Personal illness: the student must provide a medical note if the student has seen a medical professional.
· Religious observance: the student must provide a note explaining the absence.
· Death in the family: the student must provide a note explaining the absence.
· Emergency beyond the student's control, such as fire, flood, etc.: the student must provide a note to explain the
absence.

A note from a doctor or health-care professional should be provided in cases of extended or frequent absence due to
illness. All absences require a written note explaining the reason for the absence and must be presented to the school.
The note should include the following information:
·
·
·
·
·

Student’s first and last name
The date(s) of the absence(s)
The reason for the absence
Parent/guardian first and last name
Parent/guardian signature

Please note: an e-mail and/or phone call notifying teachers and school personnel of a student’s absence is appreciated
but an official note from parent/guardian must be submitted for each absence.
ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY
Academic dishonesty includes cheating, plagiarism, using supplementary aids and electronic devices during academicrelated work including homework, projects, and examinations. Students who violate Maspeth high School’s Academic
Honesty Policy are subject to disciplinary action.
ADDRESS CHANGE
New York City law requires that every school maintain up-to-date biographical information for each student. It is
imperative that the school is able to contact families in the event of an emergency and that important mail is able to
reach parent(s)/guardian(s).
A Blue Emergency Contact Card must be completed whenever a student’s address changes or if a parents’ home phone
number, cell phone number, or e-mail is changed. Blue Emergency Contact Cards are available in the Main Office. A Blue
Emergency Contact Card should be submitted to the Main Office to document these changes as soon as possible after
the change takes effect.
Please note: In the event of an address change, the form must be submitted along with a copy of an electric bill showing
the new address.
ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES (AP)
AP or Advance Placement courses are college level courses taken in high school that culminate with an examination in
May. Students who enroll in AP courses are not required to take the AP examination at the conclusion of the course. AP
examinations are scored on a scale of 1 to 5, 5 being the highest score. Many colleges will offer credit or allow students
to skip the introductory course in subjects in which the student scores 3 or higher. The cost to take the examination is
approximately $89.00. Maspeth High School offers AP courses in many subjects; please refer to the Course Offerings
section of this handbook for more information.
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Please refer to the Standardized Testing section of this handbook for more information.
ADVANCED REGENTS DIPLOMA
Please refer to the Graduation Requirements section of this handbook for more information.
AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
All after school activities, including PSAL Sports, start at 2:45 p.m.
See Co-Curriculars and PSAL Athletics for more information.
AMERICAN COLLEGE TEST (ACT)
Please refer to the Standardized Testing section of this handbook for more information.
ARTS ENDORSEMENT
To earn an Arts Endorsement from the New York State Department of Education upon graduation, students must
complete 10 credits in one art form (visual arts, music, dance, or theater) and pass the corresponding art assessment.
Students earning an Arts Endorsement to the Advanced Regents diploma are required to earn 2 Language Other Than
English (LOTE) credits and are not required to pass the LOTE exam.
ATTENDANCE
School attendance is required by law and is critical to students’ success in school. Research shows that children who
miss 20 or more days of school in a given school year are less likely to graduate from high school. Missing even two
days a month adds up to 20 days a year.
As a school we strive to provide all Maspeth High School students with the best education possible. In addition to
exemplary academic performance, students are expected to conduct themselves in a professional manner that prepares
them for life beyond high school. Daily attendance is essential for all learning experiences; daily attendance helps
students establish a work ethic that will benefit them at higher levels of education and future employment. All students
are expected to attend classes regularly and in a timely manner.
We want to help ensure that every student has strong attendance every year. Parent(s)/guardians will be notified of
absence from school by school personnel. In the event of excessive absences, Maspeth High School’s attendance plan
provides for the effective implementation of attendance outreach, follow-up and support services if the 90% attendance
standard is not being met.
BETTING
Maspeth High School Students may not play games of chance (such as cards, betting) on school property. Students who
are caught engaged in betting will be subject to disciplinary action.
BILL OF STUDENT RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES
Maspeth High School, a New York City public school, seeks to cultivate a sense of mutual respect among students,
parents and staff. New York City schools also aim to involve students in activities and programs, within and outside the
school community, that stress a commitment to civic responsibility and community service. With the cooperation of all
members of our school communities, students can attain educational excellence while enjoying a rewarding learning
experience. The Bill of Student Rights and Responsibilities serves as a guide for students as they strive to become
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productive citizens in a diverse society.
I. THE RIGHT TO A FREE PUBLIC SCHOOL EDUCATION
While public schools serve many age groups whose rights may differ according to their levels of maturity, the right to a free
public school education is a basic “student right” guaranteed to all children.
II. THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION AND PERSON
All students are guaranteed the right to express opinions, support causes, organize and assemble to discuss issues and
demonstrate peacefully and responsibly in support of them, in accordance with policies and procedures established by the
New York City Department of Education.
III. THE RIGHT TO DUE PROCESS
Every student has the right to be treated fairly in accordance with the rights set forth in this document.
IV. ADDITIONAL RIGHTS OF STUDENTS AGE 18 AND OVER:
The federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (“FERPA”) gives students who have reached 18 years of age certain
rights with respect to the student’s education records.
V. STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES
Responsible behavior by each student is the only way in which the rights set forth in this document can be preserved.
Violation of some of these responsibilities may lead, in accordance with the Discipline Code, to disciplinary measures. Full
acceptance of responsibility with the exercise of rights will provide students with greater opportunity to serve themselves
and society.

For more information visit http://schools.nyc.gov. For questions, please contact the Office of School and Youth
Development at 212-374-6807.
BREAKFAST
Breakfast will be served each morning from 7:45 AM to 8:05 AM. Breakfast is always free for all students.
Please refer to the Cafeteria and Lunch sections of this handbook for more information about school meals.
BUILDING AND SCHOOL YARD PROTOCOL
Students are expected to attend all classes, respect one another and the physical plant of Maspeth High School. Any
student who violates Maspeth High School Regulations or New York City Department of Education Regulations will face
disciplinary action.
BULLYING
At Maspeth High School, it is a priority that every student feels safe and comfortable to be who they are at all times.
Therefore it is the policy of Maspeth High School and the New York City Department of Education to maintain a safe and
supportive learning environment that is free from harassment, intimidation and/or bullying committed by students
against other students on account of race, color, creed, ethnicity, national origin, citizenship/immigration status,
religion, gender, gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation or disability. Such harassment, intimidation
and/or bullying is prohibited and will not be tolerated at any time before, after, or during school hours, while on school
property, at school sponsored events (including, but not limited to PSAL athletics), on the internet, or traveling in
vehicles funded by the school or the New York City Department of Education.
CAFETERIA
The Maspeth High School student body shares the student cafeteria over several periods (4-7) of the school day.
Therefore, it is important that all students are able to enjoy a clean, healthy, and safe environment where they can
relax, eat, and socialize. Students must take the responsibility to clean up after themselves, dispensing of all waste into
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the garbage bins provided. Students are expected to recycle all materials that can be recycled; recycling bins are
provided throughout the cafeteria for this purpose. Students report to the cafeteria during their designated lunch period
with a valid Student ID card. Students are not permitted to bring food out of the cafeteria to other parts of the building.
CELL PHONE/ELECTRONIC DEVICE POLICY
New York City Department of Education Chancellor's Regulation A-412 mandates that students may not have cell
phones, laptops, tablets, MP3 players or other electronic devices within the school, or on school property, at any time.
Cell phones or electronic devices that are seen, heard or otherwise discovered will be confiscated and retained in the
Dean’s Office.
Please note: Maspeth High School is not responsible for lost or damaged confiscated devices.
COLLEGE ADMISSIONS
The college admissions process begins in freshman year. Guidance counselors will assist students throughout the
process, including course selection, monitoring grades, obtaining teacher recommendations, drafting college essays, and
registering for standardized testing. Some guidelines for students interested in the college admissions process:
●
●
●
●

Register for the most challenging classes in which the student will perform well.
Participate in extra-curricular activities beginning freshman year; Maspeth High School offers many clubs and PSAL
athletic teams. When students find an activity that they enjoy, they should continue to participate in that activity
throughout high school and work to obtain a leadership position.
Volunteer. 50 hours of community service is required of all Maspeth High School students. Additional hours of
community service will help students to stand out among their peers in the college admissions process.
Take all of the appropriate standardized exams. Please refer to the Standardized Testing section of this handbook
for more information.

Please refer to the Post Secondary Transition and Standardized Testing sections of this handbook for more information.
CO-CURRICULARS AND PSAL ATHLETICS
At Maspeth High School, we expect all students to participate in at least one co-curricular activity or PSAL athletic team.
It is important for Maspeth High School students to become a part of the larger community and to have a well-rounded
high school experience. Co-curriculars and sports give students the chance to enhance their personal skills and connect
with other members of the student body.
To try out for a PSAL athletic team, a New York City Department of Education Athletic Medical Form must be obtained
and completed by a physician, and a PSAL Parental Consent Form must be signed by a parent/guardian. Both forms can
be found outside of the athletics office and on the Maspeth High School website. For questions regarding PSAL Athletics,
see the Athletic Director or refer to the PSAL website for more information.
PSAL eligibility guidelines can be found here: http://www.psal.org/info/eligibility.aspx
Please note: Students with suspended privileges are ineligible to participate in any Athletics teams until their privileges
are reinstated.
Please refer to the Student Privileges section of this handbook for more information.
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Co-Curriculars

4H Club
Art Club
Build-On
Chess Club
Classics Club
Detention Club (by invitation only)
Fitness Club
Football Club
Future Doctors Club
Gilder Lerhman
Green Club
ITS (Thespians)
Junior States of America (JSA)
Key Club
Law Club
Library Club
Literary Magazine
Maspeth Aeronautics and Space Association (MASA)

Model United Nations
National Honor Society
Newspaper - “The Argo”
NHS Peer Tutoring
Philosophy Club
Red Cross Club
Science Club
Science Olympiad
Soccer Club
Speech and Debate
String Ensemble
Student Government
Tech Theatre Club
The Homeric Society
Theater Program
Unity Club
Yearbook
Yoga Club

PSAL Team Sports

Fall

Winter

Spring

Soccer
Volleyball

Basketball - Boys (Varsity)
Basketball - Girls (Varsity)
Basketball - Boys (JV)
Basketball - Girls (JV)
Wrestling (Varsity)

Baseball (Varsity)
Cheerleading
Cricket (Varsity)
Flag Football (Varsity)
Lacrosse
Rugby (Varsity)
Softball (Varsity)
Tennis - Boys
Tennis - Girls

COMMUNITY SERVICE
Participation in community service activities will expand the student’s view of the community, enhance personal growth,
encourage citizenship, and instil a sense of purpose and pride. Maspeth HIgh School students are required to earn fifty
(50) community service hours as a condition of graduation. All services hours must be documented in the Community
Service Log which is available on Maspeth High School’s website and the Maspeth High School Guidance Office.
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COURSE OFFERINGS
ATHLETICS AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Physical Education: This course combines the psychomotor (movement), cognitive (thought/strategy) and affective (social/safety) domains of
learning through various fitness and game-play activities. Students will engage in lifetime activities (sports and recreational activities that can be
easily played over the course of one's lifetime) as well as team sports (sports that require multiple players).
Health: This course will aid students in exploring their social, emotional, mental and physical well-being through cognitive (thought and strategybased) and affective (social and safety) learning strategies. There are factors governing our health that we can control and some that we cannot,
therefore, students will learn how to prescribe to a healthy-lifestyle based on positive choices.

CLASSICAL LANGUAGES - LATIN AND ANCIENT GREEK
Latin I: An introduction to the basic grammar, syntax, morphology, and vocabulary of the Latin language, the focus of this course is on vocabulary
memorization and derivation as well as translation of short Latin readings. Over the course of the year, extensive attention is paid to skill in reading
and translating longer passages Latin, while increasing vocabulary retention in both English and Latin.
Latin II: A course in which students hone translation skills as more complex grammar is introduced. Textbook and other readings become
continuous while the length and difficulty increases. Fluency and fluidity of reading Latin are central. As new grammar lessons, constant review of
older concepts merges with new readings and translations.
Latin III: This course focuses on the close reading and translation of authentic and un-adapted prose passages in Latin, exposing them to major
authors of the ancient world (Cicero, Seneca, Pliny), and examining Latin rhetoric and style. After thorough review of grammar and readings, this
course summates in a comprehensive examination in grammar, vocabulary, culture, and history. Passing the course and exam meets the
requirement for diploma with advanced designation.
Latin IVA: The Roman poet Ovid is best known for his love poetry and his mock-epic chronicling the creation of the world through the early empire
with mythology as a guide. In reading selections in Latin from his Amores and Metamorphoses, students explore Ovid’s amor, literary devices, and
meters.
Latin IVB: Catullus, a prolific poet in the Roman world, wrote 116 polymetric poems on a range of topics from poetry and propriety to politics and
parties. Students reading selections from his corpus will expand their knowledge of poetic rhetoric and stylistics, as well as illuminating life, love,
and loss in antiquity.
AP Latin: Students enrolled in Advanced Placement Latin will be required to read, understand, translate, analyze, and interpret selections in both
English and Latin from Vergil’s Aeneid and Caesar’s De Bello Gallico, summating in the College Board’s AP Latin Exam.
Ancient Greek I: An introduction to the basic grammar, syntax, morphology, and vocabulary of Attic Greek, the focus of this course is on vocabulary
memorization and derivation as well as translation of short readings in ancient Greek.
Ancient Greek II: Advancing grammar, vocabulary, and syntax in Attic Greek, supplemented by reading portions of authentic ancient Greek,
including selections from Herodotus’ Histories, and selections from Homer’s epic Iliad.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
Classical Mythology I: This course serves as a foundation to introduce freshmen to the core values and practices of Maspeth High School through
the examination of classical literature. Through such works as D’aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths, The Epic of Gilgamesh, and The Iliad, students will
learn to think metacognitively and critically, while cultivating an open mindset for all tasks, including Socratic Seminars and debates and
declamations.
Classical Mythology II: In this course students will continue their study of ancient works. In the second term, student focus will include: Sophocles'
Antigone, Apollonius of Rhodes', The Voyage of the Argonautica, and seamus Heaney's masterful translation of Beowulf.
Philosophy I: In this course students will explore the concept of virtus in greater depth through an analysis of the classical philosophers, Socrates,
Aristotle, and Descartes. Students will grapple with the concept of virtus, challenging its meaning and conceptualizing the ways in which the idea of
goodness has been presented in canonical works.
Philosophy II: In this course students will continue their study of “goodness” through more contemporary classics such as Candide, The Lord of the
Flies, and The Narrative of Frederick Douglass.
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American Literature I: This course focuses on comprehensive approach to American literature of the 19 and 20 centuries. Students will study
the nation’s personal approach to the literature. We will read such novels as The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn and To Kill A Mockingbird.Students
will take a European journey and delve into the British literature canon. Texts include but are not limited to: Paradise Lost, and A Tale of Two
Cities.
American Literature II: In this course students will explore more modern literature of the Americas. They will start to understand the different
literary movements in America over the last couple of centuries including The Great Gatsby and Death of Salesman.Then students will look at a
more modern perspective of British literature, students will engage in Gulliver’s Travels.
British Literature I: In the twelfth grade, students will engage in a literary and philosophical the assorted works of Aristotle.
British Literature II: Students will engage in a wide variety of genres including philosophy, poetry, and nonfiction including Plato’s Republic.
AP English Language: In this advanced class, student work will encompass more non-fiction and philosophy works from the canon.
AP English Literature: Bringing their critical understanding to a new level, students will read the European classic by Fyodor Dostoyevsky Crime and
Punishment, Jane Austen’s Emma, and Sense and Sensibility.
English Composition: This course is geared towards developing students writing abilities to better prepare them for college level writing.

FINE ARTS
Drawing and Art History IA: This course will introduce the study of art and examine the role that art has played in society. Students will gain skills
in drawing mediums such as pencil, charcoal, and ink. Observational drawing will be emphasized. Art history from prehistoric art through, Egyptian,
to Chinese art will be covered.
Drawing and Art History IB: This course will continue exploring the impact that society and art have on each other. Students will work on long term
drawing projects and refine their technical skills. Students will learn about art from the Greco-Roman period, the Gothic period, and indigenous
American art.
Painting and Art History IA: In this course, students will learn painting techniques with acrylic paint. Students will study art history beginning in
renaissance art through the beginning of modernism.
Painting and Art History IB: This course will continue focusing on painting techniques. Oil painting will be introduced. Students will continue to
study art history from impressionism through contemporary art.
Ceramics IA: In this course, students will learn basic ceramic techniques such as slab construction and hand building. They will explore how
ceramics have been created and used as both artworks and functional objects throughout history.
Ceramics IB: This course will continue the study of ceramics. Students will learn more advanced techniques such as wheel throwing and glazing.
Students will continue to explore the artistic contribution that ceramics have played historically.
Sculpture IA: This course will focus on the creation of three dimensional art works. Students will learn the techniques of casting and assemblage.
Students will think analytically about how art is used to represent concepts and ideas symbolically.
Sculpture IB: In this course students will continue developing sculpture techniques. Students will explore art history in more depth. Students will
think conceptually and critically about the artwork that they create.
Art Appreciation: This course will introduce the study of art and examine the role that art has played in society. An overview of art history from
prehistoric through contemporary art will be presented. Students will explore a variety of artistic mediums in the creation of their own artworks.

MATHEMATICS
Integrated Algebra I: Students will explore the concepts of variables, terms, expressions, equations, and inequalities. Additionally, students will
learn how to perform all the standard operations with polynomials, including fractions involving polynomials. Lastly, students will learn how to
factor using different methods as well as solve linear and quadratic equations.
Integrated Algebra II: Students will continue to explore the concepts of variables, terms, expressions, equations, and inequalities in the context of
linear, quadratic, and exponential functions. 2-D and 3-D geometric ideas will be briefly explored, and analytic geometry including the graphing of
functions will be stressed. Lastly, students will learn how to apply the fundamental theorems of probability to solve problems as well as to collect
and analyze data.
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Integrated Geometry I: Students will learn basic mathematical reasoning skills and logistics that they will extend to writing formal and informal
proofs. They will also learn and apply an extensive vocabulary that will become useful in understanding, applying and manipulating angles,
triangles, and other geometric objects.
Integrated Geometry II: Students will further developed their understanding of previously introduced theorems and properties that will be
extended to properties of parallel lines cut by a transversal, quadrilaterals, and solids. They will also be introduced to an in depth study of lines and
graphs, which will allow them to recognize information based on their equations, as well as, write them.
Integrated Algebra II/Trigonometry I: This semester is designed to build on algebraic and geometric concepts. It develops advanced algebra skills
such as systems of equations, advanced polynomials, quadratics, and concepts and includes the study of trigonometric functions. The content of
this course are important for students’ success on both the ACT and college mathematics entrance exams.
Integrated Algebra II/Trigonometry II: This course is designed to continue building on the algebraic and geometric concepts presented in the first
semester. Students will continue working on their advanced algebra skills – especially focusing on complex and imaginary numbers. Matrices and
matrix operations will also be stressed during this semester. Lastly, students will wrap up their understanding of probability and statistics.
PreCalculus I: Students will continue their study of algebra such as asymptotic functions/trigonometric concepts with real life applications such as
the law of Sines and Cosines. Polar coordinates for the imaginary plane are then introduced.
PreCalculus II: Students learn about series such as the Taylor series and McLauren series, which are fundamental in the understanding of Calculus.
The concept of a series eventually progresses’ to memorizing and applying limits along with the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus.
AP Calculus AB: An AP course in calculus consists of a full high school academic year of work that is comparable to calculus courses in colleges and
universities. The topics of study include: analysis of graphs, limits of functions, asymptotic and unbounded behavior, continuity, derivatives, and
integrals.
AP Calculus BC: Calculus BC is a full-year course in the calculus of functions of a single variable. It includes all topics covered in Calculus AB plus
additional topics. AP Calculus BC includes all of the topics covered in AP Calculus AB, as well as convergence tests for series, Taylor and/or
Maclaurin series, the use of parametric equations, polar functions, including arc length in polar coordinates, calculating curve length in parametric
and function (y = f(x)) equations, L'Hôpital's rule, integration by parts, improper integrals, Euler's method, differential equations for logistic growth,
and using partial fractions to integrate rational functions. Students in AP Calculus BC generally receive two semesters of Advanced Placement in
mathematics.

MUSIC
String Orchestra: Our orchestra will consist of violins, violas, cellos, double bass, piano, harp and percussion.
Jazz: Students will study the musical genre which originated in the United States through the confrontation of African American music with
European music.
Modern: Students will study the integration of technology into music and the increasingly innovative, dramatic and stylistic musical forms.
Musical Appreciation: Students will acquire the skills and knowledge to critically listen to and form developed opinions regarding musical genres
with an awareness of musical history.

SCIENCE
Living Environment I: Students will be introduced to the nature of science from biologist’s perspective. This introductory course focuses on the
study of organisms (living things) on the microscopic level including cell function, physiology, and function.
Living Environment II: This secondary course focuses on the interaction of organisms and their environments on a macroscopic level. Students will
also be able to develop an understanding how human activity has affected our planet and methods that may be used to conserve our ecosystem.
Chemistry I: This introductory chemistry course includes a broad spectrum of topics including matter & energy, atomic structure, periodic table,
chemical bonding and stoichiometry. Students will be expected to gather information, collect data, make connections, analyze experiments and
work interdependently. In accordance with Maspeth High School’s classical education, students will read The Disappearing Spoon by Sam Kean and
participate in many formal and informal presentations in the class based on knowledge they have obtained.
Chemistry II: As an extension of Chemistry I, this course covers topics including solutions, gases, kinetics and equilibrium, reduction - oxidation
reactions, organic chemistry, and nuclear chemistry. Based on their knowledge, students will analyze and interpret chemical reactions and
mechanisms in the world around them.
Physics I: This introductory course focuses on the nature of science from a physicist’s perspective. Students will increase their physics knowledge
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through the use of qualitative and quantitative reasoning to problem solve. Students will learn the basic principles of physical interactions and basic
formulas to assist in their understanding of the physical world around them.
Physics II: As an extension of Physics I, this course covers a broad spectrum of topics including mechanics, waves, force and motion,
electromagnetic radiation, relativity, energy, heat, light, and nuclear physics through the application of principles that were learned in Physics I.
AP Chemistry: This course is designed to be the equivalent of a college level general chemistry course. The course focuses on the particulate nature
of matter and emphasizes the chemical calculations and mathematical formulation of principles. This course centers around six big ideas which
include the structure of matter, bonding & intermolecular forces, chemical reactions, kinetics, thermodynamics, and chemical equilibrium. All
students in this course will be required to take the Advanced Placement Exam upon the completion, provided they have met all school-wide
requirements.
AP Physics B: This course is designed to be the equivalent of a college level general physics course. In addition to the vision of both Physics I and II,
students will develop a comprehensive understanding of the principles of mechanics, thermal physics, electricity, and magnetism. All students in
this course will be required to take the Advanced Placement Exam upon the completion, provided they have met all school-wide requirements.
AP Physics C - Mechanics: This course is designed to be the equivalent of a college level physics course. In addition to the vision of both Physics I
and II, students will develop a comprehensive understanding of the principles of Newtonian mechanics including kinematics, laws of motion,
energy and power, momentum, and planetary orbits. All students in this course will be required to take the Advanced Placement Exam upon the
completion, provided they have met all school-wide requirements.
AP Physics C - Electricity and Magnetism: This course is designed to be the equivalent of a college level physics course. In addition to the vision of
both Physics I and II, students will develop comprehensive understanding of the principles of electro-statistics, dielectrics, and electric circuits. All
students in this course will be required to take the Advanced Placement Exam upon the completion, provided they have met all school-wide
requirements.
AP Biology: This course is designed to be the equivalent of a college level general biology course. As an extension of Biology IA and IB, this course
focuses on cellular chemistry, genetics, evolution, and ecology. All students in this course will be required to take the Advanced Placement Exam
upon the completion, provided they have met all school-wide requirements.
Astronomy: This course examines branch of astronomy is concerned with the physical interactions of celestial objects. Some of the celestial objects
that will be analyzed in this course include stars, galaxies, planets, and electromagnetic radiation.
Physical Cosmology: This course examines branch of astronomy is concerned with the formation and development of the universe. It will analyze
Albert Einstein’s general theory of relativity, the “Big Bang Theory”, and other alternative theories about how the universe has come to exist. This
course also attempts to unite how all structures in the universe are related and maintain balance as we know it.

History
Global History I: By examining such concepts as belief systems, change, conflict, factors of production, geography, imperialism, movement of
people and goods, nationalism, scarcity, technology, and urbanization, among others, students will gain a deep understanding of trends in global
history. The first semester of the course begins with the origins of human civilization and proceeds into the Classical age of Greece and Rome,
ending with a study of the medieval period in Europe and the expansion of Islam. Second semester begins with the study of culture, conquest, and
trade in pre-colonial and colonial Africa, Asia, and the Americas, investigates the rebirth of Europe during the Renaissance and its expansion in the
Age of Exploration, and ends with Europe’s Age of Absolutism. Students will read The Prince by Niccolo Machiavelli and learn the art of Team
Debate.
Advanced Placement World History I: By examining such concepts as belief systems, change, conflict, factors of production, geography,
imperialism, movement of people and goods, nationalism, scarcity, technology, and urbanization, among others, students will gain a deep
understanding of trends in global history. This course adheres to the College Board’s standards for rigorous college-level instruction in the social
sciences. Students will begin preparing for the Advanced Placement World History Examination in the second year. Beginning in 8000 BCE and
ending in 1750 CE, this course will examine such classical civilizations as Mesopotamia, Egypt, India, China, Greece, Rome, the Americas, and the
Islamic world, with an emphasis on the interactions between cultures. Students will read The Prince by Niccolo Machiavelli and learn the art of
Team Debate.
Global History II: By examining such concepts as belief systems, change, conflict, factors of production, geography, imperialism, movement of
people and goods, nationalism, scarcity, technology, and urbanization, among others, students will gain a deep understanding of trends in global
history. The first semester of the course begins with the Enlightenment and proceeds into the Industrial Revolution and the Russian Revolution.
Second semester begins with World Wars I and II and continues into the postwar world up to the present. Students will read On the Social Contract
by Jean-Jacques Rousseau. They will write approximately one research paper in the first semester and learn the art of Parliamentary Debate.
Second semester will focus on Regents Examination preparation.
Advanced Placement World History II: By examining such concepts as belief systems, change, conflict, factors of production, geography,
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imperialism, movement of people and goods, nationalism, scarcity, technology, and urbanization, among others, students will gain a deep
understanding of trends in global history. This course adheres to the College Board’s standards for rigorous college-level instruction in the social
sciences. Students will prepare for the Advanced Placement World History Examination in May. Beginning with 1750 BCE and ending in the
present, this course will examine modern civilizations, starting with the Industrial Revolution, and will consider World Wars I and II and the Cold
War. Students will read On the Social Contract by Jean-Jacques Rousseau. They will write approximately one persuasive paper in the first semester
and learn the art of Parliamentary Debate. Second semester will focus on Advanced Placement Examination preparation and Regents Examination
preparation.
United States History: Students will analyze American history from Native American civilizations and early settlements through the Civil War in the
first semester of this course. They will discover how the development of the United States and New York have been affected by their geography
and how the ideals of freedom, equality, democracy, and economic well-being have been powerful motivators throughout our nation’s history. In
the second semester, students will analyze American history from Reconstruction to the present. They will discover how the history of the United
States is a story of diverse groups struggling to realize the American ideal and how the nation has been shaped dramatically by relatively rapid
economic growth. Students will write approximately one research paper in the first semester and learn the art of the Lincoln-Douglas Debate.
Second semester will focus on Regents Examination preparation.
Advanced Placement United States History: In this rigorous college-level course, students will prepare for the Advanced Placement United States
History Examination in May. Material covered will proceed from Classical Native American civilizations to the present. Issues in and between other
countries and their effect on the United States, as well as the effect of United States policy on other countries, will be analyzed. Students will write
approximately one research paper in the first semester and learn the art of the Lincoln-Douglas Debate. Second semester will focus on Advanced
Placement Examination preparation and Regents Examination preparation.
Participation in Government: In this one semester course, students will explore comparative government systems, with a principal focus on the
American political system. Students will study the theoretical foundations and origins of the American government, specifically the foundation in
Enlightenment thought. The three branches of American government will be studied in detail, as well as a thorough outline of the American legal
system. Students will be required to take an active role in the local political process and analyze current events and their implications. They will
debate, write approximately one research paper per semester, and earn required community service hours for graduation at Maspeth High School.
Economics: In this one semester course, students will explore concepts in macro- and microeconomics. They will master an understanding of the
basic economic questions, comparative world economic systems, and how those systems meet basic human needs. An in-depth study of how
supply and demand function will be undertaken. Students will debate, write approximately one research paper per semester, and earn required
community service hours for graduation at Maspeth High School.
AP Macroeconomics: Students will learn about concepts such as national income and price determination and develop your familiarity with
economic performance measures, the financial sector, stabilization policies, economic growth and international economics.
AP United States Government and Politics: Students will interpret classic and contemporary political writings and apply pertinent Supreme Court
rulings to enduring social and political issues in this country.

THEATRE
Shakespeare IA: This class introduces students to theater and Shakespearian studies. Students develop as thinkers, writers, and performers while
reading Shakespeare’s major tragedies. They perform literary and structural analysis on these plays while learning the basics of writing for
research. Students learn how to speak Shakespearian text with basic speech and oratorical skills. They conceptualize Shakespeare’s plays while
learning the process that directors and designers use to create plays and films.
Shakespeare IB: Students continue reading and analyzing Shakespearian tragedy while also exploring Greek and Roman Theatre. They examine
Shakespeare’s treatment of Greek and Roman history in his plays. Students learn the basics of acting technique while rehearsing and performing
scenes from Shakespearian tragedy. They practice various methods of academic writing through analytical essays and writing assignments.
Shakespeare and Screenwriting IA: Students read, analyze, and conceptualize Shakespeare’s major comedies. They compare Shakespeare’s plays
with treatments and interpretations of his texts on film and stage. Students learn and practice the techniques of writing for stage and film. They
write and refine short plays and screenplays, responding to the themes and structure of Shakespeare’s plays in the process. Students direct,
design, rehearse, and perform scenes from their original short plays.
Shakespeare and Screenwriting IB: Students read, analyze, and conceptualize Shakespeare’s romance plays. They compare Shakespeare’s plays
with treatments and interpretations of his plays on film and stage. Students learn advanced techniques on writing for stage and film. They write
and refine full length original screenplays and learn basic technique on acting for the camera. Selected short screenplays will be chosen to be
filmed, edited, and produced by the class.
Shakespeare and Acting Method IA: Shakespeare’s major history plays are read, analyzed, and researched. Students learn and rehearse
professional level acting and rehearsal technique for stage and film. They develop stage movement and vocal technique, while synthesizing this
acting process with scene work from Shakespeare’s history plays.
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Shakespeare and Acting Method IB: Students continue reading, analyzing, and researching Shakespeare’s history plays. They develop advanced
level acting, speech, and movement skills for stage and film while rehearsing monologues and soliloquies from Shakespeare’s plays. This class
culminates in a finished public performance project of Shakespearian scenes and monologues.
Ancient Theater, Stage and Production IA: In this class students read, analyze, and contextualize plays from other classical theater eras including:
Greek, Roman, Middle Ages, and the Renaissance in Europe. They learn acting technique for period and styles associated with conventions from
these eras. Students explore the role of design and production in the theater. They collaborate on projects in costume, set, and lighting design.
Ancient Theater, Stage and Production IB: Students continue reading, analyzing, and contextualizing plays from other classical theater eras. They
learn mask making and physical theatre techniques, including commedia dell’arte from the Italian tradition. Students rehearse and refine scenes
from commedia dell’arte plays, incorporating theatrical design and mask elements in their work. This class culminates in a finished public
performance project of physical theater from commedia dell’arte scenes.
Theater Appreciation: This class gives students a broad based survey of theater arts while instilling an appreciation of theater. It explores the
professional aspects of the theater and the theater disciplines, (such as acting, directing and designing), associated with this art form. Students
read, analyze, and reflect on a broad range of texts from classical to contemporary times, including plays and forms from the non-Western
dramatic tradition.

CUTTING CLASS
Students are expected to attend every class for which they are scheduled. Lateness is often an early indication of a
developing attendance problem and is therefore considered seriously by Maspeth High School staff. The primary
concern of Maspeth High School is each student’s safety, security, and education during school hours; if students do not
attend class when assigned, all of these factors are adversely affected. Students are subject to disciplinary action for
violations of the Maspeth High School lateness and class attendance policies.
DEANS’ OFFICE
Maspeth High School staffs multiple Deans of discipline who enforce school policy. Violations of Maspeth High School
policy are addressed initially by individual teachers and if necessary by a member of the Dean’s Office. If a student
encounters an issue caused by another student, he or she should report it immediately to a member of the Dean’s
Office. Deans are responsible for addressing student violations of Maspeth High School policy.
DRESS CODE
Maspeth High School is a place of business and learning; in order to maintain a positive educational environment, it is
important that a certain standard of dress be maintained. It is the obligation of all students to maintain their personal
appearance in a manner that reflects well on themselves and on the school community -- appropriate, modest, and in
good taste. Proper school attire should not be revealing, lewd, or offensive; such clothing is disruptive to the educational
environment and will not be permitted.
Students are dressed inappropriately will be removed from class until they are able to adhere to the Maspeth High
School dress code, and may have their parents/guardians contacted. Please refer to the following guidelines for
appropriate dress:
●

Not permitted:
○
○

●

Clothing that is suggestive, lewd, or with pictures or slogans that are obscene, promote drug use or other
illegal behavior, or that degrade religion or race or sexuality are banned.
Any other mode of dress which is deemed offensive by school officials or which interferes with the
educational process is likewise prohibited.

Hats/Head Coverings:
○ Hats, hoods, bandanas, other headgear, or sunglasses.
○ Exceptions are made for head coverings for religious purposes.
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●

Shirts/Sweaters/Hoodies:
○ Collared shirts - long or short-sleeved - or dress blouses.
○ All collared shirts must be buttoned closed.
○
A collared shirt or blouse is required underneath all sweaters, pullovers and school sanctioned hoodies.
○ Hoodies are not permitted unless they are sanctioned by the school (MHS, MHS clubs, MHS athletics
hoodies are acceptable).
○ Clothing should not contain any large logos or offensive words or phrases.

●

Pants:
○
○
○
○
○

Slacks, khakis, or corduroys.
Jeans are not permitted, regardless of the color of the jean material.
Tights are only permitted when worn under a skirt of appropriate length. Spandex and Jeggings are not
permitted.
Pants and skirts must be worn at waist level, and may not ride or sag below the waist. Pants may not be
excessively baggy and may not cover the student’s shoes.
Skirts must be of a length no shorter than two inches above the knee.

●

Belts:
○
○

●

Footwear:
○ Clean sneakers, casual shoes or boots with 1" or lower heel.
○ Flip flops are prohibited for safety reasons.

●

Underwear:
○ No underwear, undershirts, bras, or bra straps may be visible under any circumstance.

●

Tattoos/Piercings/Jewelery:
○ Visible permanent or temporary tattoos should be covered at all times.
○ No visible body piercings, including tongue rings, are permitted.
○ Jewelry must adhere to clothing guidelines, and may not be suggestive, lewd, or with pictures or slogans
that are obscene, promote drug use or other illegal behavior, or that degrade religion or race or sexuality.

Belts must be worn on a daily basis.
Belts should be buckled snugly, and not hang loose.

ELEVATORS
The elevators at Maspeth High School are for use only by students who have a documented need for their use.
Students must be evaluated by the school’s nurse and provide documentation from a physician prior to being
issued an elevator pass.

EMERGENCY CONTACT (BLUE EMERGENCY CONTACT CARD)
Blue Emergency Contact Cards must be filled out completely and returned to the Main Office as soon as possible. In the
event that Maspeth High School needs to contact a parent/guardian regarding their child, it is important for the school
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to have all telephone numbers where designated caregiver(s) can be reached during the school day. Please provide at
least two emergency numbers and if possible, one emergency contact who understands the English language. Students
will not be released to any person whose name is not on the Blue Emergency Contact Card. If information changes at
anytime during the year, Maspeth High School must be notified of the change as soon as possible.
Please refer to the Address Change section of this handbook for more information.
EMERGENCY PROTOCOL
Please refer to the General Response Protocol section of this handbook for more information.
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS (ELL)
Maspeth High School is dedicated to meeting the needs of students who speak a language other than English at home or
who have not yet demonstrated English language proficiency, and offers support services for English Language Learners.
For more information about support for English Language Learners please contact the school directly or refer to the New
York City Department of Education website: http://schools.nyc.gov/Academics/ELL/default.htm
EXTENDED VACATIONS
Maspeth High School understands the importance of family. However, frequent or extended absence due to family
events or religious observance can lead to excessive absences and can adversely affect a student’s education. Absences
that occur, even those that are justifiable, will affect a student academically as he or she misses time in the classroom
which is essential to his or her academic development. Additionally, it is required that students be in attendance the day
before and the day after all school holidays or vacations. Teachers are not required to create special lessons for students
who extend their vacation or who are frequently absent. Excessive undocumented absences may be considered
educational neglect, with reporting of such mandated by New York State.
Please refer to the Absence from School section of this handbook for more information.
FIELD TRIPS
Maspeth High School field trips are considered to be a student privilege. Please be aware that students with suspended
privileges are not permitted to attend any field trips until their privileges are reinstated.
Please refer to the Student Privileges section of this handbook for more information.
GENERAL RESPONSE PROTOCOL (EMERGENCY PROTOCOL)
Maspeth High School conducts drills throughout the year to prepare our staff and students in the event of an
emergency, and to make improvements in the school’s emergency planning. Under the New York City Department of
Education’s General Response Protocol (GRP), every school conducts drills designed to help prepare all school
communities for three different types of response to emergencies that may occur: evacuation, shelter-in, and lockdown.
Parents and their children alike are encouraged to take advantage of the many resources that are available to keep
families informed if there is an emergency at a school. Families are also encouraged to register with Notify NYC
(https://a858-nycnotify.nyc.gov/notifynyc/) to receive information about emergency events, and to call 311 for
additional information about a school during an emergency.
GRADES
Please refer to the Progress Reports, Report Cards and Transcripts section of this handbook for more information.
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Maspeth High School students are required to obtain a minimum of forty four (44) credits, meet New York State State
Department of Education Regents testing requirements and complete fifty (50) hours of community service to earn
either a Regents Diploma or an Advanced Regents Diploma. New York State Department of Education High School
Graduation Requirements vary depending on the year a student first enters 9th grade and which diploma that student
would like to earn. Students can obtain a New York State Department of Education Graduation Requirements card from
their Guidance Counselor; these cards outline credit requirements and Regents examination scores required for both a
Regents Diploma and an Advanced Regents Diploma.
Please refer to the graphic below as an example of NYSDOE Graduation Requirements.

GRADING POLICY
Teachers weigh various elements of student performance in determining a grade. Elements of a grade typically include
class participation, timely completion of homework, quizzes and tests. The emphasis upon each element is left up to the
department. Students should refer to the core syllabus for specifics on the breakdown of the elements.
Each term is divided into two marking periods. Students receive a progress report and report card for each marking
period. Maspeth High School utilizes a weighted numerical grading system.
In an effort to acknowledge the amount of work that goes into challenging courses, such as honors as AP courses, a
specific weighting system is used:
●
●

Honors classes: The grade earned in the honors course is multiplied by 1.05 in the calculation of the weighted
average for the term.
AP classes: The grade earned in the AP course is multiplied by 1.1 in the calculation of the weighted average for
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the term.
GRADUATION CEREMONY
Each year, Maspeth High School hosts a graduation ceremony at the end of our students’ senior year in celebration of
their achievements, and parents and family members are invited to attend. Please be aware that students with
suspended privileges may be banned from the graduation ceremony itself and denied tickets. All students with
suspended privileges will be ineligible to receive any extra graduation tickets for family members. Chancellor’s
Regulations state that students may be banned from graduation for defiance of school authority (such as not serving
detentions down to zero when assigned them for cutting or other infractions) or who are thought to be at risk for
interfering with the graduation ceremony. We will strictly enforce this policy.
Please refer to the Cutting Class and Student Privileges Sections of this handbook for more information.
GYM LOCKERS
Gym lockers may only be used during assigned gym periods or PSAL athletic team practice after school. Any lock left on
the locker will be subject to cutting and contents will be retained in the Dean’s Office.
All lockers located in Maspeth High School are the property of the New York City Department of Education and Maspeth
High School. Students may not store any illegal items in their locker including weapons, alcohol, or drugs. If a student is
found in possession of any illegal item they may be subject to disciplinary action, which could result in suspension or
expulsion. The student whom the locker is assigned to accepts full responsibility for any item stored in the locker. All
assigned lockers may be searched at any time at the discretion of the Dean and Maspeth High School administration.

HALLWAYS
No student is permitted in the hallway during the first ten minutes or final ten minutes of every class period. Any
student in the hallway during a class period for any reason is required to have a pass, which must be presented upon
request from Maspeth High School staff. Students are permitted to access their lockers at the beginning and the end of
each school day, and at the beginning of their lunch period before arriving at the cafeteria.
HEALTH CENTER
Maspeth High School’s Health Center is available during school hours, and is located in Room B27 on the basement level
of the school. Students who become ill at school must obtain a written pass from their teacher before leaving class
authorizing the student to visit the Health Center. Students are not allowed to leave the building due to illness unless a
parent or guardian arrives at the school to pick up the student. Parents will be called and informed of the nature of the
illness or injury.

ID CARDS
All students must carry their ID card at all times. ID cards must be presented upon request from school staff. Students
must use their ID card to swipe in every time they enter or leave the the building, this includes the cafeteria during lunch
periods and the library. Students who consistently do not have their ID card will face disciplinary action. Students who
do not have their ID card will not be permitted to use the library. Students who attempt to use another student’s ID card
will receive detention.
Cards that are lost, stolen or damaged must be replaced. Please refer to the ID Card Replacement Fee Schedule for
associated fees.
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ID Card Replacement Fee Schedule

1st ID Card Printed

No fee

2nd ID Card Printed

No fee

Additional Cards Printed

$1.00

Card Reactivation

No fee

Please note: Only one ID card is valid at a time.

INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM (IEP)
Maspeth High School is committed to meeting the educational, social and emotional needs of all students. Students who
qualify for Special Education will receive the services and support necessary to help them develop the skills to succeed in
the classroom and in their post-secondary endeavors. For more information about Special Education, please contact the
school directly or refer to the New York City Department of Education Website:
http://schools.nyc.gov/Academics/SpecialEducation/default.htm
ILLNESS IN SCHOOL
Please refer to the Health Center section of this handbook for more information.
IMMUNIZATIONS
All students must have complete and up to date immunization records indicating immunization against measles, mumps,
polio, rubella, diphtheria, pertussis and tetanus. Students who do not have a current immunization record on file may be
excluded from school. In addition, for the health and safety of all students, every student must have annual physical
examinations to participate in physical activities. Immunization records and other medical records are stored in the
Health Center.
INTERNET ACCEPTABLE USE AND SAFETY POLICY (IAUSP)
The New York City Department of Education (“Department”) provides access to the Department’s Internet Systems for
its employees, agents, students, and volunteers, collectively referred to as “users” for educational and business
purposes, in conformance with applicable law. This Internet Acceptable Use and Safety Policy (“policy”) governs all
electronic activity of users using and accessing the Department’s Internet systems, including Department e-mail and
Department-provided access to the Internet, and applies to the use of the Department Internet Systems both on and off
Department property.
The Department reserves the right to amend and/or revise this policy at any time as the need arises. This policy is
available upon request and on the Department’s website located at
http://schools.nyc.gov/Offices/EnterpriseOperations/DIIT/WebServices/iaup/default.htm#preamble.
JOHN F. KENNEDY JUNIOR SCHOOL (P721)
The John F. Kennedy Jr. School, a special education school under District 75, has a co-located site housed at Maspeth
High School. P721 currently serves high school age students (14-21 years), who have a broad range of abilities and
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challenges, which may include students on the autism spectrum, students with severe to profound cognitive challenges,
and students with multiple disabilities. Maspeth High School students are expected to be respectful of P721 students at
all times, and will refrain from entering sections of the school building that are designated as part of P721.
LATENESS
Students are scheduled three minutes to travel from one class to the next throughout the school day. Excessive lateness
will prevent students from full participation in subject classes, is highly likely to adversely affect a student’s grade and
will result in disciplinary action.
LIBRARY
The Maspeth High School Library is open during the school day and during office hours. Incorporated in the facility is a
research center with state-of-the-art computers and group study and conference areas which can be reserved for
student and teacher activities. In addition, students have access to numerous electronic databases which will aid them in
their academic study.
LITTERING
Students are responsible for cleaning up after themselves in the Cafeteria, classrooms, and all other areas of the building
and school yard. Students who are caught littering will receive disciplinary action.
LOCKERS
Every student is assigned a locker at the beginning of the school year for their personal use. Students may use their own
personal lock or they may purchase a combination lock in the Main Office or at the School Store. It is recommended that
students not share lockers or locks. Maspeth High School recommends students purchase two locks: one for daily use
and one for their Physical Education period. Physical Education lockers can only be used during the period in which
students are scheduled for Physical Education.
All lockers located in Maspeth High School are the property of the New York City Department of Education and Maspeth
High School. Students may not store any illegal items in their locker including weapons, alcohol, or drugs. If a student is
found in possession of any illegal item they may be subject to disciplinary action, which could result in suspension or
expulsion. The student whom the locker is assigned to accepts full responsibility for any item stored in the locker. All
assigned lockers may be searched at any time at the discretion of the Dean and Maspeth High School administration.
Please note: Maspeth High School assumes no responsibility for any lost or stolen articles taken from lockers. Therefore,
students should not leave valuables, such as electronic devices, money, or jewelry, in their lockers at any time.
Please refer to the Securing Personal Property section of this handbook for more information.
LOCKER ROOMS
Students are not permitted to loiter in school locker rooms at any time. No students are permitted in school locker
rooms without the permission of Maspeth High School staff. Any student in violation of these policies or the general
policies of Maspeth High School is subject to disciplinary action.
Please refer to the Gym Lockers section of this handbook for more information.

LOST AND FOUND
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Students who find lost items in classrooms or throughout the building should bring them to the Main Office. Students
who have lost items should go to the Main Office to see if their lost items have been turned in to the lost and found.
Please be aware that lost and found items are eventually donated or disposed; if an item is lost and has been submitted
to the lost and found, please promptly go to the Main Office to claim it.
Please note: Maspeth High School assumes no responsibility for any lost or stolen articles taken from lockers. Therefore,
students should not leave valuables, such as electronic devices, money, or jewelry, in their lockers at any time.
Please refer to the Securing Personal Property section of this handbook for more information.
LUNCH
Students are required to eat lunch in the Maspeth High School Cafeteria. Students are programmed for lunch
five days each week.
Lunch Forms are distributed in September and must be filled out by every student, regardless of whether or not a
student qualifies for free or reduced lunch. Students who are eligible will receive free or reduced rates for lunch.
Parent(s)/guardian(s) must fill out and return lunch applications immediately. Parents can also complete their lunch
applications online via www.applyforlunch.com. The purpose of lunch applications is to identify the needs of our
community, including school funding.
Please also refer to the Breakfast and Cafeteria sections of this handbook for more information regarding school meal.
MEDICATION AND MEDICAL SERVICES
The Maspeth High School Health Center manages the processes surrounding students needing medication
administration, medically-prescribed treatment, glucose monitoring, insulin pump maintenance, and other Section 504
and Individualized Education Program (IEP) services.
In order for medication to be administered in school, a Medication Administration Form, must be filled out and signed
by the doctor and parent. All medication must be in appropriate containers and properly labeled by the pharmacy or
physician and the exact time for in-school administration.
There are several health forms used in the New York City Department of Education to assure that children get the care,
services, and accommodations they need during the school day. Forms can be downloaded, completed by
parent/guardian and physician/health care provider, and submitted to the child's school.
All Forms must be printed and completed by hand, not on-line. For more information please visit
http://schools.nyc.gov/offices/health/schoolhealthforms/default.htm
Please refer to the Heath Center section of this handbook for more information.
METROCARDS
Student MetroCards are distributed at the beginning of the school year to eligible students and are different from
MetroCards available to the general public. According to New York City Department of Education Chancellor's
Regulation A-801, transportation eligibility for children who are not mandated for door-to-door transportation because
of their IEP (Individualized Education Program), is determined on the basis of the student's grade level and the distance
between the student's residence and school.
For information about eligibility visit
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http://schools.nyc.gov/Offices/Transportation/ServicesandEligibility/BusTransportation/default.htm
Student MetroCards:
●
●
●

●

Only for use by the student to whom it was issued and whose name is written on the card.
Good for travel to and from school and school-related activities between 5:30 a.m. and 8:30 p.m., only on days
when the student’s school is in session.
Good for three trips each school day. Three trips allows a student to travel to school, from school to an after
school activity, and then from that activity to home. A special four-trip student MetroCard is available on request
for pupils whose trip to school requires multiple transfers.
Good for an entire school semester.

A full fare student MetroCard allows an eligible student to travel to and from school and school-related activities by bus
and subway. On most trips, a student can also transfer free between the bus and the subway, between a bus and
another bus, or between the subway and a bus.A half fare student MetroCard allows an eligible student to travel to and
from school and school-related activities on buses only and is only valid for three trips per day.
Lost cards should be reported immediately to the Main Office. Lost cards will be replaced only if the school is supplied
with additional cards from the MTA; please guard issued metro card very carefully to prevent its loss or damage.

NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP QUALIFYING TEST (NMQST)
Please refer to the Standardized Testing section of this handbook for more information.
NEW YORK STATE REGENTS EXAMINATIONS
Maspeth High School administers New York State Regents Examinations in January, June, and August of each year.
Students will receive an exam entrance ticket for all tests for which they are registered. Students can obtain their
Regents Examination scores on PupilPath, as well as on their report cards and official transcripts.
OFFICE HOURS
If students are having academic difficulty, there are many resources available for assistance. One such resource is office
hours, which are offered weekly by Maspeth High School staff. Office Hours are offered during the school day, before
school and after school. If students need help in any academic subject, they are encouraged to take advantage of office
hours, peer tutors, and other supports. Students should consult with their teachers for further information regarding
office hours or to schedule an appointment.
ONLINE GRADE BOOK
Please refer to the PupilPath section of this handbook for more information.
PASSES
Students must obtain a pass if it is necessary to leave a class unless there is a medical emergency. Teachers have the
right to limit use and duration of the classroom pass. Passes are required at all times to use Maspeth High School’s
bathroom facilities, to access the school’s Medical Suite or the school Library. Students will not be issued a bathroom
pass within the beginning ten minutes or the final ten minutes of any class period.
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POST-SECONDARY TRANSITION
9th Grade

11th Grade

12th Grade

- Register for the most
- Continue to accumulate
challenging course possible. community service hours.

-Begin process for military
appointments if interested.

- Retake SAT or ACT in early
fall to improve scores.

- Join at least on club or
PSAL athletic team.

-Begin to visit colleges.

- Begin earning community
service hours.
-Begin researching
potential careers and
associated college
programs.

10th Grade

- Narrow college choices
based on the availability of
potential majors.
- Request information from
colleges.

- File for Financial
Assistance for Federal
-Register with NCAA
Student Aid form (FAFSA)
Clearinghouse if interested from school counselors or
in an athletic scholarship in post-secondary choice after
Division I or II schools (after January 1st.
second semester grades are *Private institutions may
received).
require additional forms

PRELIMINARY SCHOLASTIC ASSESSMENT TEST (PSAT)
Please refer to the Standardized Testing section of this handbook for more information.
PROGRESS REPORTS, REPORT CARDS, AND TRANSCRIPTS
Each school year is divided into two semesters - a Fall semester and a Spring semester. Each semester is divided into two
marking periods. Grades will be officially reported two times per semester at the end of the marking period. Grades for
both marking periods are numeric grades. Please note that only the second and final marking period grade is recorded
on each student’s transcript.
Progress reports, which are issued at the midpoint of marking periods 1 and 2 each semester will include numeric grades
indicating each student’s academic standing at that time. At the end of each semester, students receive an official report
card grade based on all of the work from the beginning of the semester. These are issued as numerical grades. These
numerical grades are entered into official transcripts and student records, and averaged in with all grades from previous
semesters to determine grade point averages.
Teachers may add comments to both progress reports and report cards to elaborate on the grades received. Examples
of teacher comments include “shows special aptitude in this field,” “excessive lateness,” etc… These comments do not
appear on school records or on official transcripts.
Progress reports and report cards are each distributed twice during the fall and spring semesters.
At any time, students and parent(s)/guardian(s) may review grades online by logging into PupilPath. PupilPath is used by
every teacher at Maspeth High School and updated regularly.
Please refer to the PupilPath section of this handbook for more information.
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PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES
Guidelines For the Provision of Health Services and/or Section 504 Accommodations
For Students in New York City Public Schools
The New York City Department of Education and the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene’s Office
of School Health work collaboratively to make certain that all students with special needs are provided services to
ensure their full participation in the educational setting.
There are four types of request and authorization forms:
• Medication Administration Form (MAF) - should be completed only for requests involving administration of medication
for students. For cases of asthma, providers may attach an Asthma Action Plan with the MAF. Use of nebulizers on
school trips can be cumbersome, please consider prescribing inhaler and spacer whenever possible.
• Provision of Medically Prescribed Treatment (Non-Medication) - should be completed when requesting special
procedures such as bladder catheterization, postural drainage, tracheal suctioning, gastrostomy tube feeding, etc. This
form may be used for all skilled nursing treatments.
• Diabetes Medication Administration Form: should be completed for students with Diabetes who require any of the
following: glucose monitoring, insulin and/or glucagon administration.
• Request for Section 504 Accommodation(s) - should be used when requesting special services such as a barrier-free
building, elevator use, testing modification, etc. This form should NOT be used for Related Services such as occupational
therapy, physical therapy, speech and language therapy, counseling, etc. which is properly addressed and provided by a
student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP).
Please contact the school with any questions.
PUPILPATH
PupilPath is a student information system that helps parents and students monitor student progress. PupilPath provides
important school information such as student attendance records, class schedule, assignment due dates and grades,
graduation eligibility, school announcements, and more.
To register for an account on PupilPath, go to https://pupilpath.skedula.com/ and click either "Parents Register" for
parents/guardians or "Student Register" for students. Please contact the Main Office if assistance is required.
SCHOLASTIC ASSESSMENT TEST (SAT) & SAT SUBJECT TESTS (SAT II)
Please refer to the Standardized Testing section of this handbook for more information.
SCHOOL BASED HEALTH CENTER
Please refer to the Health Center section of this handbook for more information.
SCHOOL CLOSINGS
Maspeth High School will adhere to its normal schedule unless there has been an official closing from the NYCDOE. In
cases of emergency such as severe weather conditions or major blackouts, school staff and parents should be advised to
check the following:
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Website

Phone

Radio

Television

http://schools.nyc.gov

Call 311

WINS (1010 AM)
WCBS (880 AM)
WABC (770 AM)
WLIB (1190 AM)
WADO (1280 AM)
WBLS (107.5 FM)
WNYE (91.5 FM)

WCBS (Channel 2)
WNBC (Channel 4)
WNYW (Fox Channel 5)
WABC (Channel 7)
Univision Channel 41
NY 1 (Channel 1 on Time
Warner Cable television)

SCHOOL STORE
The Maspeth High School store is located in the Cafeteria and is open during each lunch period to sell gym clothing,
pencils, pens, folders, books, and other school supplies. Tickets for shows, concerts, and other school activities may also
be available at the store.
SECURING PERSONAL PROPERTY
Maspeth High School students are responsible for securing their personal property. Maspeth High School is not
responsible for any lost or stolen items. Students can avoid the loss of personal property by adhering to the following
guidelines:
● Leave portable electronics at home
● Write identifying marks on property
● Never walk away from laptops
● Never leave purses, gym bags, or backpacks on desks, behind chairs or otherwise unattended
● Do not wear expensive jewelry to school
● Never leave any item deemed valuable in coat pockets, unlocked lockers, or in plain sight
unattended
● Never display cash
SEXUAL HARASSMENT
It is the policy of the NYCDOE policy is to maintain a safe and supportive learning and educational environment free
from sexual harassment committed by students against other students. Such harassment is unacceptable conduct and
will not be tolerated. It is a violation of this regulation for a student to harass another student through conduct or
communication of a sexual nature. Any instance of sexual harassment will be severely dealt with and can include
criminal punishments and/or suspension or expulsion.
Student-to-student sexual harassment is conduct and/or communication by a student directed against another student.
It consists of unwelcome and uninvited sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, sexually motivated physical conduct
and other verbal, nonverbal or physical conduct or communication of a sexual nature which is sufficiently severe,
pervasive or persistent to: (1) substantially interfere with a student’s ability to participate in or benefit from an
educational program, school-sponsored activity, or any other aspect of a student’s education; or (2) create a hostile,
offensive, or intimidating school environment; or (3) otherwise adversely affect a student’s educational opportunities.
Such behavior can constitute sexual harassment regardless of the gender, sexual orientation, or gender identity of any of
the students involved.
Sexually harassing behavior may take many forms, including but not limited to:
• engaging in physical conduct of a sexual nature such as patting, pinching, grabbing,
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• brushing up against another person in a sexual way;
• making sexual comments, remarks, insults, and/or jokes;
• displaying or distributing sexually oriented or suggestive objects, pictures, drawings;
• making obscene gestures;
• pressuring for sexual activity;
• spreading rumors of a sexual nature;
• engaging in sexually violent or coercive behavior (assault, rape).
Reporting Bullying, Sexual Harassment, and Other Issues
If any student feels that he or she is the victim of bullying, sexual harassment, or any other type of harassment, it is
important that he or she talks with a teacher, social worker, principal, or other school staff member to get the necessary
help. Whoever the student talks with will be as discreet as possible while addressing the problem.
SMOKING
Smoking is not permitted on school property, including the streets surrounding the school building. This is the law;
violation of this law will lead to suspension.
SOCIAL MEDIA
The New York City Department of Education (NYCDOE) works to provide all students with access to an
education that prepares them to succeed in college and careers. Part of being a successful citizen is
understanding that social media and digital communication are essential parts of our world today. It is
important to recognize that access to information can result in tremendous advantages, but it can also
create new responsibilities of which students should be aware.
The document, Student Social Media Guidelines (“Guidelines”), along with the Social Media
InfoGraphics (which was released in 2014), provides information about how to use social media
responsibly, both within and outside the school community by:
●
●
●

Outlining recommendations for healthy social media communications;
Providing ideas about how to create a smart digital footprint; and
Informing about what to do if students/parents should become aware of dangerous postings or other
hurtful information.

Feedback about these Guidelines should be directed via e-mail to SocialMediaPD@schools.nyc.gov.
Please also refer to the Internet Acceptable Use and Safety Policy of this handbook for more information.
SPECIAL EDUCATION
Please refer to the Individualized Education Plan (IEP) section of this handbook for more information.
STANDARDIZED TESTING
Maspeth High School students who would like to participate in standardized testing for college admissions can obtain
more information about the tests by scheduling an appointment with their guidance counselor or by visiting the
following websites:
PSAT, NMSQT, SAT I, SAT II, AP - http://www.collegeboard.com
ACT - http://www.actstudent.org
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Students who wish to participate in standardized testing should adhere to the following schedule:
th

th

Test

10 Grade

11 Grade

PSAT
(Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test) is given
once a year in October.

X

X

NMSQT
(National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test) is
given once a year in October. Required of any
student who is being accepted into the Governor’s
th
Honors Program when taken in 11 grade.

X

X

th

12 Grade

SAT I
(Scholastic Assessment Test) is given in October,
November, December, January, March, May, and
June. Apply through www.collegeboard.com (fee
waivers may be available)

X
Students who want a
second college entrance
exam score

ACT
(American College Test) is given in September,
October, December, February, April, and June.

X

X
Students who didn’t take
th
the exam in 11 grade, or
students who wish to have
a second ACT score

SAT II – Achievement
(Scholastic Assessment Test) is given 5 times
during the year.

X
Students who have
completed a course of
study that are collegebound

X
Students who have
completed a course of
study that are collegebound

X
AP students only take AP
exams

X
AP students only take AP
exams

AP
(Advanced Placement) is given each year in May.

X
AP World History only

STUDENT APPEALS COURT
The purpose of this court is to help students to think about and understand the mistakes they have made and be given
an appropriate disciplinary response for their actions. With Classical education in mind, we aim to have students use
spoken word to argue and/or defend their case, much as they would in a debate.
When a student is brought up on an accusation, such as a detention, the student may choose to appeal and will have to
appear before a judge and jury of their peers to explain their actions. The jury will hear the accused student’s arguments
and then meet together to discuss a proper disciplinary response. The jury will not be allowed to administer a
suspension; the highest level of disciplinary action that can be taken by this panel of judges is a Dean's Referral for
suspension.
th

All cases will be handled in Grade assigned Lunch Periods. Freshman cases will be handled during 4 period, sophomore cases will be
th
th
th
handled during 5 period, junior cases will be handled during 6 period and senior cases will be heard during 7 period. Students
may not skip class to attend a hearing.
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The Judges
The judges who manage the operations of the court will be elected members of student government. Each school year a new group
of judges will be elected amongst student government to serve. As judges, student government members will make sure that the
trial is in order, the judge will also read the final verdict. Judges will also be required to have knowledge of discipline code.
Community service hours will be given for their co-operation.
The Jurors
The Jurors who serve the court will be in term for a whole year. At the trials, there will have to be a set number of 7 jurors present. A
new set of jurors will be chosen for the new school year. Community service hours will be given for their co-operation.
Court Restrictions:
High level accusations that require immediate action will be handled directly by the head dean and will not be heard by the court.
High level infractions include, but are not limited to:
○
○
○
○
○
○

Possession of illegal substances
Gang violence
Bullying/harassment
Possession of a weapon
Infractions that violate the penal code
All incidents in the Chancellor's Regulations from B23-B62

The Head Dean of Maspeth High School reserves the right to take immediate action on all insubordination infractions (B21 in the
Chancellor's Regulations)

STUDENT GOVERNMENT
Maspeth High School has a representative student council of annually elected officers. Students have the right to run for
office if they meet the requirements set for candidates.
League of Presidents – The League of Presidents (or LOP for short) is the governing body of all of the clubs at Maspeth
High School. Membership to the LOP is limited to club officers. The LOP meets once a month to plan school wide
activities related to clubs such as the annual Club Fair. The LOP charters new clubs, with the consent of the Principal, and
is also in charge of day-to-day operations of all clubs.
TEXTBOOKS
Students must return all textbooks at the end of the school year in good condition so that the next class may use them.
Students who fail to return books will have their names listed on an “unreturned book list” and will not be given books
for the new class until the previous class books are returned.
WORKING PAPERS
Students seeking working papers can obtain an application in the Main Office of Maspeth High School.
504 ACCOMMODATIONS
Maspeth High School is dedicated to providing all students a safe, comfortable and productive learning environment.
Students who require 504 accommodations must submit a request for accommodations annually. The request for
accommodations form can be found on the New York City Department of Education’s website:
http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/9D996213-4452-4E03-BFACFC718CBBCAC6/0/4RequestforEducationalServicesFrontBack2.pdf
Please refer to the Provision of Health Services section of this handbook for more information.
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