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Overall: 40% of our 7-12 grade students
participate in athletics
Boys' Soccer: Noah Svanberg NBC League Player of the Year &
2nd Team All-State
Cross Country: Ashton Serrato 2nd in NBC League Meet; 3rd at
Districts; 30th at Regionals
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Football: 2nd in the NBC League
with a 7-3 record; Austin Meier 1st Team All-State Wide
Receiver; Mitchell Downs - 3rd
Team All-State Quarterback;
Cole Steele - Special Mention
All-State
Girls' Golf: Repeated as NBC
League Champions; advanced to
districts; set all new school
records; Olivia Jackson repeated as Player of the Year
Volleyball: 2nd in the NBC
League; Sectional Champions

OTSEGO LOCAL SCHOOLS NEWSLETTER

ATHLETIC INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

Students, have you dreamed of working in the
sports world? If so, the Otsego High School
Athletic Internship Program is designed for
you. This is your opportunity to explore
various career fields in the sports world.

Details

Jr. & Sr. candidates will be given first
priority.
■ The Intern’s responsibilities will run
through the Otsego High School Athletic
Department.
■ Complete and submit a Portfolio to the
Athletic Director.
■ Maintain a journal with entries that
reflect and document experiences during
the internship program.
■ Students will work a minimum of 80

The foundation was established in 1999 by
three former Ohio State University football
players - Luke Fickell, Ryan Miller and Mike
Vrabel. Their outreach has grown into a
national “Tackle Illiteracy” program. The
Foundation issues free books to young students
and encourages high school and college
athletes to get involved. Reading focuses on the
Hog Mollies series of books that teach
valuable life lessons.

450,000

hours (1 semester or year round), during
after school functions.
■ Duties may include, but are not limited
to, the following: meet and greet teams,
film sport events, stream/broadcast
athletic contests, play music during
events, record stats, announce events,
work with the media, etc.

Student Transportation
Miles Driven per year

140,000

■
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FISCAL STEWARDSHIP
COST PER STUDENT

OTSEGO ATHLETES TACKLE ILLITERACY
Over the past three years, on the second
Tuesday of every month, Otsego varsity
student athletes have volunteered to read to
second graders in the Otsego School District.
This year, 40 athletes are participating in the
reading program. Their work is part of the
non-profit 2nd & 7 Foundation.

News

18505 Tontogany Creek Rd., Suite 1
Bowling Green, OH 43402
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School District
Rossford
Patrick Henry
North Baltimore
Eastwood
Woodmore
Northwood
Perrysburg
Liberty Center
Anthony Wayne
STATE AVERAGE
Elmwood
OTSEGO
Lake
Genoa
Napoleon
Bowling Green

“The 2nd & 7 name comes from football, and
it refers to second down and seven yards to
go,” says Tom Ferdig, Otsego High School
Athletic Director and Assistant Principal for
Grades 6-12. “It’s a correlation to the reading
gap that many students face after leaving
second grade. The Tackle Illiteracy program
aims to close that reading gap.” Ferdig says the
program recognizes the importance of athletes
in the lives of young people, and it attempts to
capitalize on their popularity by putting them
in front of the youngsters.
For more information about the program,
contact Tom Ferdig, High School Athletic
Director, at tferdig@otsegoknights.org.
otsegoknights.org

PG 5

PG 6

Per Pupil Spending
$12,217
$12,065
$11,982
$10,313
$10,297
$10,280
$10,046
$9,959
$9,455
$9,356
$9,132
$9,069
$8,589
$8,384
$8,378
$8,312

Breakfast and
Lunch Meals
Served per year

245,477

COST SAVINGS

Square Feet of
Buildings Cleaned
& Maintained Daily

Insurance: We are very fortunate and very thankful that our unions agreed to change insurance
plans. The plans they selected have high deductibles and higher out of pocket costs to the
employees. This allows the school’s cost to decrease. We have saved $59,788 this year over last year
at this time.
Bus Savings: We have been working to save money through the consolidation of four bus routes
and using propane powered buses. The four fewer routes save fuel, labor and maintenance costs.
Propane powered buses will require less maintenance costs moving forward.

$2,854,285

Software: We recently have been able to renegotiate and change software companies. This will
generate significant savings moving forward. We have done this while not reducing the services we
are offering students and families.
Well Changes: Last summer we put in a well to water our athletic fields. This has lowered our
expense on water from $48,561 in FY17 to $36,388 in FY18. So far in FY19 we have seen even
further savings. We are expecting to spend less than $30,000 this year.
OSC Program: We are part of the Ohio Schools Council (OSC) buying program, and we
benefit by paying less for our natural gas. We have been part of this for 21 months, and we have a
total savings of $67,476. The OSC is able to offer a lower price due to the volume they purchase.
Revenue vs. Expenses: When comparing our revenues and expenses from 2016 through 2023,
we see that our expenses are growing at a faster rate than our revenue. While we have been
working hard to reduce costs, we have very little control over the revenue that comes in. With this
model, we are showing that we will deficit spend every year of the forecast.

Our Students, Our Community, Our Success.

Total College
Scholarships Offered
to the Class of 2018

364

College Semester
Credit Hours Earned
in the 2017-2018
School Year through
College Credit Plus Program
PG 1

GOING GREEN
After months of planning, Otsego Schools is close
to reducing its electrical bills by installing solar
power and LED lights on campus. The school
district plans to begin construction in the next two
to three months, and the project will take about 45
days to complete. All of this will be done at no
cost to the school district.
“This all began with Treasurer Steve Carroll and I
researching ways to reduce operating costs,” says
Adam Koch, Otsego Schools Superintendent.
“Utilities are an area where we can look to cut
costs, especially with electricity, which is our most
costly utility. Steve began looking at LED lights for
our campus, which will reduce our kilowatt-hour
usage every day of the year. At the same time, I
was working with an HVAC company, and they
suggested we look into the installation of solar
panels. So here we are.”
Solar Power & Light of Miamisburg, which has
installed solar power for several rural schools
around the state, will install Otsego’s solar panels
at no cost to the school district. The solar field will
be constructed on four acres where the dirt pile
was located, near the bus garage. The company
also offers an educational component for students

Our Students, Our Community, Our Success.

and plans to offer a curriculum that ties solar
power to educational programs.

Otsego currently spends around $350,000
annually for electricity. The 5,000 panels that will
be installed will provide the school district with
600,000-900,000 kilowatts of solar power. That
translates to roughly 40% of the district’s energy
needs. The company will also offer Otsego
Schools a flat rate for each kilowatt hour of usage.
“We were anticipating a 2% to 5% increase each
year in energy costs, so that’s a huge savings for
us,” says Koch. “We conservatively estimate saving
$100,000 a year, which will total at least $2.5
million over 25 years.”
The dirt on campus was left from previous
construction projects. It was excavated and leveled
by Local 18 of the Ohio Operating Engineers.
“Ben Brooks, one of our parents, is part of Local
18, and he facilitated the work by his union at no
cost to the school district,” says Koch. “They made
it part of the training they offer to apprentices.”
Koch said the district could use energy smart
rebates for the LED lights, bringing the cost down
even more. “When we began looking at this
project, we had many goals. Saving money is one.
The educational component is another. It’s a
win-win situation for us.”
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Jeanne Jeffers, Otsego Schools Food Service
Director, helps manage all of the outside raised
beds and uses the vegetables in the school
cafeteria.
■ Otse-Grow students have planted
tomatoes, peppers, onions,
cucumbers, carrots, green beans,
lettuce, watermelon, sweet
potatoes, and flowers.
■ Over 1,000 lbs of vegetables grown
in the raised gardens have been
given to the Otsego Food Pantry.
■ Vegetables are also used in the high
school cafeteria as the vegetable of
the day or on salads and hamburgers.
■ 50 lbs of sweet potatoes from eight
plants made a mountain of sweet
potato casserole for the cafeteria and
in culinary arts classes.

Randy Donald (Alumni 1971, Employee - P.E.
Teacher & Baseball & Football Coach)
Ann Laskey (Employee - Math & Business Teacher)
Lawrence Sprague (Alumni 1938)

CLASS OF 2014-2015

After the holidays, students will fill the
greenhouse with thousands of plants for use in
the raised garden beds, school landscaping
projects, and local neighborhood yards.

John Brown (Alumni 1965)
Madge Brown (Employee - English Teacher & Girls
Volleyball & Track Coach)
Fred Moor (Friend of Otsego)
Bernard Scott (Employee - Agriculture Teacher)
Jean Scott (Employee - Cafeteria)

“This is a great example of Project Based
Learning,” says Otsego Schools Superintendent
Adam Koch. “They have used their minds and
their hands to lay out and build gardens, create
fertilizer, scout for insects, make bouquets, and
market produce. The bigger picture, though, is
that they are seeing the value in creating a
quality product. In addition, they are learning
responsibility and employability skills while
engaging community members for their
expert guidance.”

CLASS OF 2015-2016

Class of 2017-2018 Inductees Steve Kendall and Ann Titus
In the 2012-13 school year, the Otsego Hall of
Fame program was launched as a way to
recognize individuals who have brought honor to
themselves by making significant impacts or
contributions to the school, community, or its
students. It also strives to recognize alumni who
have earned distinction and made noteworthy
achievements in their chosen careers and/or have
served as benefactors of mankind. In addition, the
Otsego Hall of Fame recognizes individuals who
have made outstanding contributions to Otsego
Local Schools as a staff member, coach, or friend
of Otsego.

In addition to the raised beds, grant money was
also used to construct a 24’ x 42’ greenhouse.
The facility was built by a group of students
and staff, with help from community members.
They were led by student Nathaniel Digby and
community supporter Dick Bostdorff. Digby
used the greenhouse project to fulfill his Eagle
Scout requirements.
The greenhouse opened this past fall, and
the first plants grown were tomatoes. They
have served to teach students the basics of
greenhouse plant care. The students have also
planted herbs, lettuce, and poinsettias. They
hope to have the flowers ready to sell for the

CLASS OF 2013-2014

Criteria for Consideration

Alumni - Eligible 5 years after
their year of graduation from Otsego
High School
■ Former School Employee - Must
have been employed for 10 years or
more at Otsego Schools
■ Former Coach - must have coached
for 10 years in the Otsego Athletic
Program
■

otsegoknights.org

PG 2

PG 3

■

Friend of Otsego - must have
ongoing and outstanding
contributions to the school district
over many years

Nominations for the 2018-19 school year have
already been received, and a selection committee
will meet by mid-December to select a new group
of Hall of Famers.
The Otsego Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony
will be held on Friday, January 18, 2019, 6:00 pm,
between the JV and Varsity Basketball Games at
Otsego High School. This will be the 7th class
inducted into the Otsego Hall of Fame. The event
is financially supported by the Otsego Alumni and
Friends Association.
For more information about the Otsego Hall of
Fame, contact Otsego Schools’ staff member
Lauri Dunham, ldunham@otsegoknights.org.

Our Students, Our Community, Our Success.

Barb Vollmar (Employee - Assist. to the
Superintendent)
Howard Bluhm (Friend of Otsego)
Charlene Genson (Employee - Music Teacher &
Media Specialist)
Carter Genson (Alumni 1990, Employee - Wrestling
Coach)
Tim Downey (Employee - Track/Pole Vault Coach)

CLASS OF 2016-2017

Edward C. Byers Jr. (Alumni 1997)
Mary Frazier (Employee - Elementary Teacher)

CLASS OF 2017-2018

Steve Kendall (Alumni 1972 & Friend of Otsego)
Ann Titus (Employee - Health & P.E. Teacher & Girls
Volleyball, Basketball & Track Coach)

Edward C. Byers, Jr.,
a 2017 Otsego Hall
of Fame Award
Recipient, has
announced his
intentions to honor
local hometown heroes
in the Otsego School
District. Byers, himself
a hometown hero,
received the Medal of
Honor on February 29, 2016 for rescuing a
U.S. civilian physician from the Taliban in
Afghanistan in 2012. He is one of two Medal of
Honor Recipients on active duty and serves as a
United States Navy SEAL.
Byers contacted the school district on November
1st about his plans and wrote, in part:
“It has been a little over a year since I helped
implement the Congressional Medal of Honor
Foundation, Character Develop Program (CDP),
into the school district, and it is with sincere hope
that it is being well-received. This youth-based
program is designed to help reinforce sought after
everyday principles, which is the embodiment of
the Medal of Honor: Courage, Commitment,
Citizenship, Sacrifice, Integrity, and Patriotism.
During that time I unveiled my vision to establish
a way to pay it forward and recognize hometown
heroes.
I’m happy to officially announce the
Edward C. Byers Jr. Awards for
Exceptionalism and Heroism. These
awards have been designed around the following
premises:
1) It takes a village to raise a champion.
2) Success is a product of an incredible
amount of sacrifice.
3) There is a hero in each one of us.

these two awards, and nomination forms can
be found on the Otsego Schools’ website,
www.otsegoknights.org. Completed forms should
be turned into the Otsego Schools Central Office
by April 1, 2019.

A $500 check
Medal of Accomplishment
presented on Awards Night in May
■ Lunch with Master Chief Edward
C. Byers, Jr. and your immediate
family members
■
■

Heroism Award
To be presented to an individual for an act of
selfless bravery or community commitment that
goes above and beyond what would be expected
from a good citizen. Must embody selfless service
and have two separate parties submit witness
statements.
Criteria
1) Be part of the Otsego School District or live in
the district and be homeschooled.
2) Be in grades 6-12.
3) You must have been recommended by your
peers, teachers, students, or friends.
4) You may not nominate yourself for this award,
and nominations must be made by those who

OTSEGO SCHOOLS 2017-18 REPORT CARD
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A Note from the Superintendent:

Edward C. Byers, Jr. Awards for
Exceptionalism & Heroism
Nominations are currently being accepted for

PG 4

Adam Koch, Otsego Schools
Superintendent

otsegoknights.org

Award Recipients

Exceptionalism Award
To be presented to an individual who has excelled
in the academic and extracurricular domains. For
achievements above and beyond what would be
expected of a normal individual. Must be able to
submit supporting documentation for various
academic and extracurricular domains.

We cannot rely solely on the data
in the state report card to make
improvements, and we are constantly
working to ensure positive outcomes
for our students. We continue to work
towards modernizing our students’
educational experiences through the
use of technology, hands-on learning
through cooperative projects,
and providing them real-world
experiences. I thank the students,
staff, parents, and the Otsego
Community for their hard work.
It takes the support and dedication
of the entire community!

It is my vision, with the help of the Otsego
Family, to grow this award into an enduring
recognition and honor that is cherished by those
in the community and revered by college
admissions boards throughout the Great State
of Ohio.”

are not immediate family members. The intent
is to drive community collaboration.
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“The goal with this project was to produce
authentic, high quality products from the hands
and minds of Otsego students,” says Debbie
Ayers, Food Science Instructor.

The Otsego Schools’ FFA Chapter was recognized
as a Top 10 Chapter in the Nation for Model of
Excellence. Otsego FFA also received the National
Chapter 3 Star Award, which is the highest level a
chapter can earn among all chapters in the
nation. Pictured (L-R): Jacob Caris & Seth Pullins.

Dan Cocke (Alumni 1973, Employee - P.E. Teacher
& Football Coach)
Holly Frantz (Alumni 1998)
Deb Kendall (Alumni 1972, Employee - ELA
Teacher)
Gordon Wenig (Alumni 1971 & Friend of Otsego)

HONORING HOMETOWN HEROES

GRADUATION RATE
(98%)

M

Christmas holiday. Elizabeth Gorski, from BG
Blooms, also spoke to the classes and taught the
students how to design floral arrangements.

CLASS OF 2012-2013

GAP CLOSING

C

A group of 40 students at Otsego High School
are getting their hands dirty - literally. They are
students in the two Greenhouse Science classes
taught by Debbie Ayers and Michael Brewster.
Along with their classroom work, the students
spend time tending to six “Otse-Grow”
Community Gardens. These 4’ x 50’ raised
garden beds were built two years ago with a
$25,000 grant from the America’s Farmers
Grow Rural Education. Five of the raised beds
are at the high school, and one is at the
elementary school. Community member Laurie
Limes helped kick off the project.

HALL OF FAME
AWARD

VALUE-ADDED

STUDENTS LEARN TO
‘OTSE-GROW’

OTSEGO HALL OF FAME:

B
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Jeanne Jeffers, Otsego Schools Food Service
Director, helps manage all of the outside raised
beds and uses the vegetables in the school
cafeteria.
■ Otse-Grow students have planted
tomatoes, peppers, onions,
cucumbers, carrots, green beans,
lettuce, watermelon, sweet
potatoes, and flowers.
■ Over 1,000 lbs of vegetables grown
in the raised gardens have been
given to the Otsego Food Pantry.
■ Vegetables are also used in the high
school cafeteria as the vegetable of
the day or on salads and hamburgers.
■ 50 lbs of sweet potatoes from eight
plants made a mountain of sweet
potato casserole for the cafeteria and
in culinary arts classes.

Randy Donald (Alumni 1971, Employee - P.E.
Teacher & Baseball & Football Coach)
Ann Laskey (Employee - Math & Business Teacher)
Lawrence Sprague (Alumni 1938)

CLASS OF 2014-2015

After the holidays, students will fill the
greenhouse with thousands of plants for use in
the raised garden beds, school landscaping
projects, and local neighborhood yards.

John Brown (Alumni 1965)
Madge Brown (Employee - English Teacher & Girls
Volleyball & Track Coach)
Fred Moor (Friend of Otsego)
Bernard Scott (Employee - Agriculture Teacher)
Jean Scott (Employee - Cafeteria)

“This is a great example of Project Based
Learning,” says Otsego Schools Superintendent
Adam Koch. “They have used their minds and
their hands to lay out and build gardens, create
fertilizer, scout for insects, make bouquets, and
market produce. The bigger picture, though, is
that they are seeing the value in creating a
quality product. In addition, they are learning
responsibility and employability skills while
engaging community members for their
expert guidance.”

CLASS OF 2015-2016

Class of 2017-2018 Inductees Steve Kendall and Ann Titus
In the 2012-13 school year, the Otsego Hall of
Fame program was launched as a way to
recognize individuals who have brought honor to
themselves by making significant impacts or
contributions to the school, community, or its
students. It also strives to recognize alumni who
have earned distinction and made noteworthy
achievements in their chosen careers and/or have
served as benefactors of mankind. In addition, the
Otsego Hall of Fame recognizes individuals who
have made outstanding contributions to Otsego
Local Schools as a staff member, coach, or friend
of Otsego.

In addition to the raised beds, grant money was
also used to construct a 24’ x 42’ greenhouse.
The facility was built by a group of students
and staff, with help from community members.
They were led by student Nathaniel Digby and
community supporter Dick Bostdorff. Digby
used the greenhouse project to fulfill his Eagle
Scout requirements.
The greenhouse opened this past fall, and
the first plants grown were tomatoes. They
have served to teach students the basics of
greenhouse plant care. The students have also
planted herbs, lettuce, and poinsettias. They
hope to have the flowers ready to sell for the

CLASS OF 2013-2014

Criteria for Consideration

Alumni - Eligible 5 years after
their year of graduation from Otsego
High School
■ Former School Employee - Must
have been employed for 10 years or
more at Otsego Schools
■ Former Coach - must have coached
for 10 years in the Otsego Athletic
Program
■
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■

Friend of Otsego - must have
ongoing and outstanding
contributions to the school district
over many years

Nominations for the 2018-19 school year have
already been received, and a selection committee
will meet by mid-December to select a new group
of Hall of Famers.
The Otsego Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony
will be held on Friday, January 18, 2019, 6:00 pm,
between the JV and Varsity Basketball Games at
Otsego High School. This will be the 7th class
inducted into the Otsego Hall of Fame. The event
is financially supported by the Otsego Alumni and
Friends Association.
For more information about the Otsego Hall of
Fame, contact Otsego Schools’ staff member
Lauri Dunham, ldunham@otsegoknights.org.
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Barb Vollmar (Employee - Assist. to the
Superintendent)
Howard Bluhm (Friend of Otsego)
Charlene Genson (Employee - Music Teacher &
Media Specialist)
Carter Genson (Alumni 1990, Employee - Wrestling
Coach)
Tim Downey (Employee - Track/Pole Vault Coach)

CLASS OF 2016-2017

Edward C. Byers Jr. (Alumni 1997)
Mary Frazier (Employee - Elementary Teacher)

CLASS OF 2017-2018

Steve Kendall (Alumni 1972 & Friend of Otsego)
Ann Titus (Employee - Health & P.E. Teacher & Girls
Volleyball, Basketball & Track Coach)

Edward C. Byers, Jr.,
a 2017 Otsego Hall
of Fame Award
Recipient, has
announced his
intentions to honor
local hometown heroes
in the Otsego School
District. Byers, himself
a hometown hero,
received the Medal of
Honor on February 29, 2016 for rescuing a
U.S. civilian physician from the Taliban in
Afghanistan in 2012. He is one of two Medal of
Honor Recipients on active duty and serves as a
United States Navy SEAL.
Byers contacted the school district on November
1st about his plans and wrote, in part:
“It has been a little over a year since I helped
implement the Congressional Medal of Honor
Foundation, Character Develop Program (CDP),
into the school district, and it is with sincere hope
that it is being well-received. This youth-based
program is designed to help reinforce sought after
everyday principles, which is the embodiment of
the Medal of Honor: Courage, Commitment,
Citizenship, Sacrifice, Integrity, and Patriotism.
During that time I unveiled my vision to establish
a way to pay it forward and recognize hometown
heroes.
I’m happy to officially announce the
Edward C. Byers Jr. Awards for
Exceptionalism and Heroism. These
awards have been designed around the following
premises:
1) It takes a village to raise a champion.
2) Success is a product of an incredible
amount of sacrifice.
3) There is a hero in each one of us.

these two awards, and nomination forms can
be found on the Otsego Schools’ website,
www.otsegoknights.org. Completed forms should
be turned into the Otsego Schools Central Office
by April 1, 2019.

A $500 check
Medal of Accomplishment
presented on Awards Night in May
■ Lunch with Master Chief Edward
C. Byers, Jr. and your immediate
family members
■
■

Heroism Award
To be presented to an individual for an act of
selfless bravery or community commitment that
goes above and beyond what would be expected
from a good citizen. Must embody selfless service
and have two separate parties submit witness
statements.
Criteria
1) Be part of the Otsego School District or live in
the district and be homeschooled.
2) Be in grades 6-12.
3) You must have been recommended by your
peers, teachers, students, or friends.
4) You may not nominate yourself for this award,
and nominations must be made by those who
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Award Recipients

Exceptionalism Award
To be presented to an individual who has excelled
in the academic and extracurricular domains. For
achievements above and beyond what would be
expected of a normal individual. Must be able to
submit supporting documentation for various
academic and extracurricular domains.

We cannot rely solely on the data
in the state report card to make
improvements, and we are constantly
working to ensure positive outcomes
for our students. We continue to work
towards modernizing our students’
educational experiences through the
use of technology, hands-on learning
through cooperative projects,
and providing them real-world
experiences. I thank the students,
staff, parents, and the Otsego
Community for their hard work.
It takes the support and dedication
of the entire community!

It is my vision, with the help of the Otsego
Family, to grow this award into an enduring
recognition and honor that is cherished by those
in the community and revered by college
admissions boards throughout the Great State
of Ohio.”

are not immediate family members. The intent
is to drive community collaboration.
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“The goal with this project was to produce
authentic, high quality products from the hands
and minds of Otsego students,” says Debbie
Ayers, Food Science Instructor.

The Otsego Schools’ FFA Chapter was recognized
as a Top 10 Chapter in the Nation for Model of
Excellence. Otsego FFA also received the National
Chapter 3 Star Award, which is the highest level a
chapter can earn among all chapters in the
nation. Pictured (L-R): Jacob Caris & Seth Pullins.

Dan Cocke (Alumni 1973, Employee - P.E. Teacher
& Football Coach)
Holly Frantz (Alumni 1998)
Deb Kendall (Alumni 1972, Employee - ELA
Teacher)
Gordon Wenig (Alumni 1971 & Friend of Otsego)

HONORING HOMETOWN HEROES
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Christmas holiday. Elizabeth Gorski, from BG
Blooms, also spoke to the classes and taught the
students how to design floral arrangements.

CLASS OF 2012-2013

GAP CLOSING
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A group of 40 students at Otsego High School
are getting their hands dirty - literally. They are
students in the two Greenhouse Science classes
taught by Debbie Ayers and Michael Brewster.
Along with their classroom work, the students
spend time tending to six “Otse-Grow”
Community Gardens. These 4’ x 50’ raised
garden beds were built two years ago with a
$25,000 grant from the America’s Farmers
Grow Rural Education. Five of the raised beds
are at the high school, and one is at the
elementary school. Community member Laurie
Limes helped kick off the project.

HALL OF FAME
AWARD

VALUE-ADDED

STUDENTS LEARN TO
‘OTSE-GROW’

OTSEGO HALL OF FAME:
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Jeanne Jeffers, Otsego Schools Food Service
Director, helps manage all of the outside raised
beds and uses the vegetables in the school
cafeteria.
■ Otse-Grow students have planted
tomatoes, peppers, onions,
cucumbers, carrots, green beans,
lettuce, watermelon, sweet
potatoes, and flowers.
■ Over 1,000 lbs of vegetables grown
in the raised gardens have been
given to the Otsego Food Pantry.
■ Vegetables are also used in the high
school cafeteria as the vegetable of
the day or on salads and hamburgers.
■ 50 lbs of sweet potatoes from eight
plants made a mountain of sweet
potato casserole for the cafeteria and
in culinary arts classes.

Randy Donald (Alumni 1971, Employee - P.E.
Teacher & Baseball & Football Coach)
Ann Laskey (Employee - Math & Business Teacher)
Lawrence Sprague (Alumni 1938)

CLASS OF 2014-2015

After the holidays, students will fill the
greenhouse with thousands of plants for use in
the raised garden beds, school landscaping
projects, and local neighborhood yards.

John Brown (Alumni 1965)
Madge Brown (Employee - English Teacher & Girls
Volleyball & Track Coach)
Fred Moor (Friend of Otsego)
Bernard Scott (Employee - Agriculture Teacher)
Jean Scott (Employee - Cafeteria)

“This is a great example of Project Based
Learning,” says Otsego Schools Superintendent
Adam Koch. “They have used their minds and
their hands to lay out and build gardens, create
fertilizer, scout for insects, make bouquets, and
market produce. The bigger picture, though, is
that they are seeing the value in creating a
quality product. In addition, they are learning
responsibility and employability skills while
engaging community members for their
expert guidance.”

CLASS OF 2015-2016

Class of 2017-2018 Inductees Steve Kendall and Ann Titus
In the 2012-13 school year, the Otsego Hall of
Fame program was launched as a way to
recognize individuals who have brought honor to
themselves by making significant impacts or
contributions to the school, community, or its
students. It also strives to recognize alumni who
have earned distinction and made noteworthy
achievements in their chosen careers and/or have
served as benefactors of mankind. In addition, the
Otsego Hall of Fame recognizes individuals who
have made outstanding contributions to Otsego
Local Schools as a staff member, coach, or friend
of Otsego.

In addition to the raised beds, grant money was
also used to construct a 24’ x 42’ greenhouse.
The facility was built by a group of students
and staff, with help from community members.
They were led by student Nathaniel Digby and
community supporter Dick Bostdorff. Digby
used the greenhouse project to fulfill his Eagle
Scout requirements.
The greenhouse opened this past fall, and
the first plants grown were tomatoes. They
have served to teach students the basics of
greenhouse plant care. The students have also
planted herbs, lettuce, and poinsettias. They
hope to have the flowers ready to sell for the

CLASS OF 2013-2014

Criteria for Consideration

Alumni - Eligible 5 years after
their year of graduation from Otsego
High School
■ Former School Employee - Must
have been employed for 10 years or
more at Otsego Schools
■ Former Coach - must have coached
for 10 years in the Otsego Athletic
Program
■

otsegoknights.org

PG 2

PG 3

■

Friend of Otsego - must have
ongoing and outstanding
contributions to the school district
over many years

Nominations for the 2018-19 school year have
already been received, and a selection committee
will meet by mid-December to select a new group
of Hall of Famers.
The Otsego Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony
will be held on Friday, January 18, 2019, 6:00 pm,
between the JV and Varsity Basketball Games at
Otsego High School. This will be the 7th class
inducted into the Otsego Hall of Fame. The event
is financially supported by the Otsego Alumni and
Friends Association.
For more information about the Otsego Hall of
Fame, contact Otsego Schools’ staff member
Lauri Dunham, ldunham@otsegoknights.org.

Our Students, Our Community, Our Success.

Barb Vollmar (Employee - Assist. to the
Superintendent)
Howard Bluhm (Friend of Otsego)
Charlene Genson (Employee - Music Teacher &
Media Specialist)
Carter Genson (Alumni 1990, Employee - Wrestling
Coach)
Tim Downey (Employee - Track/Pole Vault Coach)

CLASS OF 2016-2017

Edward C. Byers Jr. (Alumni 1997)
Mary Frazier (Employee - Elementary Teacher)

CLASS OF 2017-2018

Steve Kendall (Alumni 1972 & Friend of Otsego)
Ann Titus (Employee - Health & P.E. Teacher & Girls
Volleyball, Basketball & Track Coach)

Edward C. Byers, Jr.,
a 2017 Otsego Hall
of Fame Award
Recipient, has
announced his
intentions to honor
local hometown heroes
in the Otsego School
District. Byers, himself
a hometown hero,
received the Medal of
Honor on February 29, 2016 for rescuing a
U.S. civilian physician from the Taliban in
Afghanistan in 2012. He is one of two Medal of
Honor Recipients on active duty and serves as a
United States Navy SEAL.
Byers contacted the school district on November
1st about his plans and wrote, in part:
“It has been a little over a year since I helped
implement the Congressional Medal of Honor
Foundation, Character Develop Program (CDP),
into the school district, and it is with sincere hope
that it is being well-received. This youth-based
program is designed to help reinforce sought after
everyday principles, which is the embodiment of
the Medal of Honor: Courage, Commitment,
Citizenship, Sacrifice, Integrity, and Patriotism.
During that time I unveiled my vision to establish
a way to pay it forward and recognize hometown
heroes.
I’m happy to officially announce the
Edward C. Byers Jr. Awards for
Exceptionalism and Heroism. These
awards have been designed around the following
premises:
1) It takes a village to raise a champion.
2) Success is a product of an incredible
amount of sacrifice.
3) There is a hero in each one of us.

these two awards, and nomination forms can
be found on the Otsego Schools’ website,
www.otsegoknights.org. Completed forms should
be turned into the Otsego Schools Central Office
by April 1, 2019.

A $500 check
Medal of Accomplishment
presented on Awards Night in May
■ Lunch with Master Chief Edward
C. Byers, Jr. and your immediate
family members
■
■

Heroism Award
To be presented to an individual for an act of
selfless bravery or community commitment that
goes above and beyond what would be expected
from a good citizen. Must embody selfless service
and have two separate parties submit witness
statements.
Criteria
1) Be part of the Otsego School District or live in
the district and be homeschooled.
2) Be in grades 6-12.
3) You must have been recommended by your
peers, teachers, students, or friends.
4) You may not nominate yourself for this award,
and nominations must be made by those who

OTSEGO SCHOOLS 2017-18 REPORT CARD
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A Note from the Superintendent:

Edward C. Byers, Jr. Awards for
Exceptionalism & Heroism
Nominations are currently being accepted for

PG 4

Adam Koch, Otsego Schools
Superintendent

otsegoknights.org

Award Recipients

Exceptionalism Award
To be presented to an individual who has excelled
in the academic and extracurricular domains. For
achievements above and beyond what would be
expected of a normal individual. Must be able to
submit supporting documentation for various
academic and extracurricular domains.

We cannot rely solely on the data
in the state report card to make
improvements, and we are constantly
working to ensure positive outcomes
for our students. We continue to work
towards modernizing our students’
educational experiences through the
use of technology, hands-on learning
through cooperative projects,
and providing them real-world
experiences. I thank the students,
staff, parents, and the Otsego
Community for their hard work.
It takes the support and dedication
of the entire community!

It is my vision, with the help of the Otsego
Family, to grow this award into an enduring
recognition and honor that is cherished by those
in the community and revered by college
admissions boards throughout the Great State
of Ohio.”

are not immediate family members. The intent
is to drive community collaboration.
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“The goal with this project was to produce
authentic, high quality products from the hands
and minds of Otsego students,” says Debbie
Ayers, Food Science Instructor.

The Otsego Schools’ FFA Chapter was recognized
as a Top 10 Chapter in the Nation for Model of
Excellence. Otsego FFA also received the National
Chapter 3 Star Award, which is the highest level a
chapter can earn among all chapters in the
nation. Pictured (L-R): Jacob Caris & Seth Pullins.

Dan Cocke (Alumni 1973, Employee - P.E. Teacher
& Football Coach)
Holly Frantz (Alumni 1998)
Deb Kendall (Alumni 1972, Employee - ELA
Teacher)
Gordon Wenig (Alumni 1971 & Friend of Otsego)

HONORING HOMETOWN HEROES

GRADUATION RATE
(98%)

M

Christmas holiday. Elizabeth Gorski, from BG
Blooms, also spoke to the classes and taught the
students how to design floral arrangements.

CLASS OF 2012-2013

GAP CLOSING

C

A group of 40 students at Otsego High School
are getting their hands dirty - literally. They are
students in the two Greenhouse Science classes
taught by Debbie Ayers and Michael Brewster.
Along with their classroom work, the students
spend time tending to six “Otse-Grow”
Community Gardens. These 4’ x 50’ raised
garden beds were built two years ago with a
$25,000 grant from the America’s Farmers
Grow Rural Education. Five of the raised beds
are at the high school, and one is at the
elementary school. Community member Laurie
Limes helped kick off the project.

HALL OF FAME
AWARD

VALUE-ADDED

STUDENTS LEARN TO
‘OTSE-GROW’

OTSEGO HALL OF FAME:

B
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Overall: 40% of our 7-12 grade students
participate in athletics
Boys' Soccer: Noah Svanberg NBC League Player of the Year &
2nd Team All-State
Cross Country: Ashton Serrato 2nd in NBC League Meet; 3rd at
Districts; 30th at Regionals
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Football: 2nd in the NBC League
with a 7-3 record; Austin Meier 1st Team All-State Wide
Receiver; Mitchell Downs - 3rd
Team All-State Quarterback;
Cole Steele - Special Mention
All-State
Girls' Golf: Repeated as NBC
League Champions; advanced to
districts; set all new school
records; Olivia Jackson repeated as Player of the Year
Volleyball: 2nd in the NBC
League; Sectional Champions
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ATHLETIC INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

Students, have you dreamed of working in the
sports world? If so, the Otsego High School
Athletic Internship Program is designed for
you. This is your opportunity to explore
various career fields in the sports world.

Details

Jr. & Sr. candidates will be given first
priority.
■ The Intern’s responsibilities will run
through the Otsego High School Athletic
Department.
■ Complete and submit a Portfolio to the
Athletic Director.
■ Maintain a journal with entries that
reflect and document experiences during
the internship program.
■ Students will work a minimum of 80

The foundation was established in 1999 by
three former Ohio State University football
players - Luke Fickell, Ryan Miller and Mike
Vrabel. Their outreach has grown into a
national “Tackle Illiteracy” program. The
Foundation issues free books to young students
and encourages high school and college
athletes to get involved. Reading focuses on the
Hog Mollies series of books that teach
valuable life lessons.

450,000

hours (1 semester or year round), during
after school functions.
■ Duties may include, but are not limited
to, the following: meet and greet teams,
film sport events, stream/broadcast
athletic contests, play music during
events, record stats, announce events,
work with the media, etc.

Student Transportation
Miles Driven per year

140,000

■
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FISCAL STEWARDSHIP
COST PER STUDENT

OTSEGO ATHLETES TACKLE ILLITERACY
Over the past three years, on the second
Tuesday of every month, Otsego varsity
student athletes have volunteered to read to
second graders in the Otsego School District.
This year, 40 athletes are participating in the
reading program. Their work is part of the
non-profit 2nd & 7 Foundation.

News

18505 Tontogany Creek Rd., Suite 1
Bowling Green, OH 43402
419.823.4381
otsegoknights.org

School District
Rossford
Patrick Henry
North Baltimore
Eastwood
Woodmore
Northwood
Perrysburg
Liberty Center
Anthony Wayne
STATE AVERAGE
Elmwood
OTSEGO
Lake
Genoa
Napoleon
Bowling Green

“The 2nd & 7 name comes from football, and
it refers to second down and seven yards to
go,” says Tom Ferdig, Otsego High School
Athletic Director and Assistant Principal for
Grades 6-12. “It’s a correlation to the reading
gap that many students face after leaving
second grade. The Tackle Illiteracy program
aims to close that reading gap.” Ferdig says the
program recognizes the importance of athletes
in the lives of young people, and it attempts to
capitalize on their popularity by putting them
in front of the youngsters.
For more information about the program,
contact Tom Ferdig, High School Athletic
Director, at tferdig@otsegoknights.org.
otsegoknights.org

PG 5

PG 6

Per Pupil Spending
$12,217
$12,065
$11,982
$10,313
$10,297
$10,280
$10,046
$9,959
$9,455
$9,356
$9,132
$9,069
$8,589
$8,384
$8,378
$8,312

Breakfast and
Lunch Meals
Served per year

245,477

COST SAVINGS

Square Feet of
Buildings Cleaned
& Maintained Daily

Insurance: We are very fortunate and very thankful that our unions agreed to change insurance
plans. The plans they selected have high deductibles and higher out of pocket costs to the
employees. This allows the school’s cost to decrease. We have saved $59,788 this year over last year
at this time.
Bus Savings: We have been working to save money through the consolidation of four bus routes
and using propane powered buses. The four fewer routes save fuel, labor and maintenance costs.
Propane powered buses will require less maintenance costs moving forward.

$2,854,285

Software: We recently have been able to renegotiate and change software companies. This will
generate significant savings moving forward. We have done this while not reducing the services we
are offering students and families.
Well Changes: Last summer we put in a well to water our athletic fields. This has lowered our
expense on water from $48,561 in FY17 to $36,388 in FY18. So far in FY19 we have seen even
further savings. We are expecting to spend less than $30,000 this year.
OSC Program: We are part of the Ohio Schools Council (OSC) buying program, and we
benefit by paying less for our natural gas. We have been part of this for 21 months, and we have a
total savings of $67,476. The OSC is able to offer a lower price due to the volume they purchase.
Revenue vs. Expenses: When comparing our revenues and expenses from 2016 through 2023,
we see that our expenses are growing at a faster rate than our revenue. While we have been
working hard to reduce costs, we have very little control over the revenue that comes in. With this
model, we are showing that we will deficit spend every year of the forecast.

Our Students, Our Community, Our Success.

Total College
Scholarships Offered
to the Class of 2018

364

College Semester
Credit Hours Earned
in the 2017-2018
School Year through
College Credit Plus Program
PG 1

GOING GREEN
After months of planning, Otsego Schools is close
to reducing its electrical bills by installing solar
power and LED lights on campus. The school
district plans to begin construction in the next two
to three months, and the project will take about 45
days to complete. All of this will be done at no
cost to the school district.
“This all began with Treasurer Steve Carroll and I
researching ways to reduce operating costs,” says
Adam Koch, Otsego Schools Superintendent.
“Utilities are an area where we can look to cut
costs, especially with electricity, which is our most
costly utility. Steve began looking at LED lights for
our campus, which will reduce our kilowatt-hour
usage every day of the year. At the same time, I
was working with an HVAC company, and they
suggested we look into the installation of solar
panels. So here we are.”
Solar Power & Light of Miamisburg, which has
installed solar power for several rural schools
around the state, will install Otsego’s solar panels
at no cost to the school district. The solar field will
be constructed on four acres where the dirt pile
was located, near the bus garage. The company
also offers an educational component for students

Our Students, Our Community, Our Success.

and plans to offer a curriculum that ties solar
power to educational programs.

Otsego currently spends around $350,000
annually for electricity. The 5,000 panels that will
be installed will provide the school district with
600,000-900,000 kilowatts of solar power. That
translates to roughly 40% of the district’s energy
needs. The company will also offer Otsego
Schools a flat rate for each kilowatt hour of usage.
“We were anticipating a 2% to 5% increase each
year in energy costs, so that’s a huge savings for
us,” says Koch. “We conservatively estimate saving
$100,000 a year, which will total at least $2.5
million over 25 years.”
The dirt on campus was left from previous
construction projects. It was excavated and leveled
by Local 18 of the Ohio Operating Engineers.
“Ben Brooks, one of our parents, is part of Local
18, and he facilitated the work by his union at no
cost to the school district,” says Koch. “They made
it part of the training they offer to apprentices.”
Koch said the district could use energy smart
rebates for the LED lights, bringing the cost down
even more. “When we began looking at this
project, we had many goals. Saving money is one.
The educational component is another. It’s a
win-win situation for us.”
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Overall: 40% of our 7-12 grade students
participate in athletics
Boys' Soccer: Noah Svanberg NBC League Player of the Year &
2nd Team All-State
Cross Country: Ashton Serrato 2nd in NBC League Meet; 3rd at
Districts; 30th at Regionals
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Football: 2nd in the NBC League
with a 7-3 record; Austin Meier 1st Team All-State Wide
Receiver; Mitchell Downs - 3rd
Team All-State Quarterback;
Cole Steele - Special Mention
All-State
Girls' Golf: Repeated as NBC
League Champions; advanced to
districts; set all new school
records; Olivia Jackson repeated as Player of the Year
Volleyball: 2nd in the NBC
League; Sectional Champions
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ATHLETIC INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

Students, have you dreamed of working in the
sports world? If so, the Otsego High School
Athletic Internship Program is designed for
you. This is your opportunity to explore
various career fields in the sports world.

Details

Jr. & Sr. candidates will be given first
priority.
■ The Intern’s responsibilities will run
through the Otsego High School Athletic
Department.
■ Complete and submit a Portfolio to the
Athletic Director.
■ Maintain a journal with entries that
reflect and document experiences during
the internship program.
■ Students will work a minimum of 80

The foundation was established in 1999 by
three former Ohio State University football
players - Luke Fickell, Ryan Miller and Mike
Vrabel. Their outreach has grown into a
national “Tackle Illiteracy” program. The
Foundation issues free books to young students
and encourages high school and college
athletes to get involved. Reading focuses on the
Hog Mollies series of books that teach
valuable life lessons.

450,000

hours (1 semester or year round), during
after school functions.
■ Duties may include, but are not limited
to, the following: meet and greet teams,
film sport events, stream/broadcast
athletic contests, play music during
events, record stats, announce events,
work with the media, etc.

Student Transportation
Miles Driven per year

140,000

■
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OTSEGO ATHLETES TACKLE ILLITERACY
Over the past three years, on the second
Tuesday of every month, Otsego varsity
student athletes have volunteered to read to
second graders in the Otsego School District.
This year, 40 athletes are participating in the
reading program. Their work is part of the
non-profit 2nd & 7 Foundation.

News

18505 Tontogany Creek Rd., Suite 1
Bowling Green, OH 43402
419.823.4381
otsegoknights.org

School District
Rossford
Patrick Henry
North Baltimore
Eastwood
Woodmore
Northwood
Perrysburg
Liberty Center
Anthony Wayne
STATE AVERAGE
Elmwood
OTSEGO
Lake
Genoa
Napoleon
Bowling Green

“The 2nd & 7 name comes from football, and
it refers to second down and seven yards to
go,” says Tom Ferdig, Otsego High School
Athletic Director and Assistant Principal for
Grades 6-12. “It’s a correlation to the reading
gap that many students face after leaving
second grade. The Tackle Illiteracy program
aims to close that reading gap.” Ferdig says the
program recognizes the importance of athletes
in the lives of young people, and it attempts to
capitalize on their popularity by putting them
in front of the youngsters.
For more information about the program,
contact Tom Ferdig, High School Athletic
Director, at tferdig@otsegoknights.org.
otsegoknights.org
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Per Pupil Spending
$12,217
$12,065
$11,982
$10,313
$10,297
$10,280
$10,046
$9,959
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$9,069
$8,589
$8,384
$8,378
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Breakfast and
Lunch Meals
Served per year

245,477

COST SAVINGS

Square Feet of
Buildings Cleaned
& Maintained Daily

Insurance: We are very fortunate and very thankful that our unions agreed to change insurance
plans. The plans they selected have high deductibles and higher out of pocket costs to the
employees. This allows the school’s cost to decrease. We have saved $59,788 this year over last year
at this time.
Bus Savings: We have been working to save money through the consolidation of four bus routes
and using propane powered buses. The four fewer routes save fuel, labor and maintenance costs.
Propane powered buses will require less maintenance costs moving forward.

$2,854,285

Software: We recently have been able to renegotiate and change software companies. This will
generate significant savings moving forward. We have done this while not reducing the services we
are offering students and families.
Well Changes: Last summer we put in a well to water our athletic fields. This has lowered our
expense on water from $48,561 in FY17 to $36,388 in FY18. So far in FY19 we have seen even
further savings. We are expecting to spend less than $30,000 this year.
OSC Program: We are part of the Ohio Schools Council (OSC) buying program, and we
benefit by paying less for our natural gas. We have been part of this for 21 months, and we have a
total savings of $67,476. The OSC is able to offer a lower price due to the volume they purchase.
Revenue vs. Expenses: When comparing our revenues and expenses from 2016 through 2023,
we see that our expenses are growing at a faster rate than our revenue. While we have been
working hard to reduce costs, we have very little control over the revenue that comes in. With this
model, we are showing that we will deficit spend every year of the forecast.
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Total College
Scholarships Offered
to the Class of 2018

364

College Semester
Credit Hours Earned
in the 2017-2018
School Year through
College Credit Plus Program
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GOING GREEN
After months of planning, Otsego Schools is close
to reducing its electrical bills by installing solar
power and LED lights on campus. The school
district plans to begin construction in the next two
to three months, and the project will take about 45
days to complete. All of this will be done at no
cost to the school district.
“This all began with Treasurer Steve Carroll and I
researching ways to reduce operating costs,” says
Adam Koch, Otsego Schools Superintendent.
“Utilities are an area where we can look to cut
costs, especially with electricity, which is our most
costly utility. Steve began looking at LED lights for
our campus, which will reduce our kilowatt-hour
usage every day of the year. At the same time, I
was working with an HVAC company, and they
suggested we look into the installation of solar
panels. So here we are.”
Solar Power & Light of Miamisburg, which has
installed solar power for several rural schools
around the state, will install Otsego’s solar panels
at no cost to the school district. The solar field will
be constructed on four acres where the dirt pile
was located, near the bus garage. The company
also offers an educational component for students
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and plans to offer a curriculum that ties solar
power to educational programs.

Otsego currently spends around $350,000
annually for electricity. The 5,000 panels that will
be installed will provide the school district with
600,000-900,000 kilowatts of solar power. That
translates to roughly 40% of the district’s energy
needs. The company will also offer Otsego
Schools a flat rate for each kilowatt hour of usage.
“We were anticipating a 2% to 5% increase each
year in energy costs, so that’s a huge savings for
us,” says Koch. “We conservatively estimate saving
$100,000 a year, which will total at least $2.5
million over 25 years.”
The dirt on campus was left from previous
construction projects. It was excavated and leveled
by Local 18 of the Ohio Operating Engineers.
“Ben Brooks, one of our parents, is part of Local
18, and he facilitated the work by his union at no
cost to the school district,” says Koch. “They made
it part of the training they offer to apprentices.”
Koch said the district could use energy smart
rebates for the LED lights, bringing the cost down
even more. “When we began looking at this
project, we had many goals. Saving money is one.
The educational component is another. It’s a
win-win situation for us.”

