matrimonial expenses? The questions seemed to be
coming at him from all sides. He responded, “First, let us
gather together the entire extended family for a meal.”
They all (daughters and sons-in-law, sons and daughtersin-law) came together for dinner. Shortly before Bircas
Hamazon, Rav Leib rose from his chair and addressed the
group, “You are all aware that I traveled to Vilna in order
to secure funds for the upcoming wedding. My first stop in
this city was at the home of my revered Rebbe, the Gaon.
When I entered his house he was in the midst of eating
dinner. I waited for him to complete his meal and bentch.
When he bentched, I noticed that when he reached the
words, u’mikol tuv l’olam al yichasreinu, “and from all
good things, may He never deprive us,” all those at the
table responded, “Amen!” This was a tremendous
chiddush, novel idea, to me, as I had never heard that one
recites Amen after al yechasreinu. I decided right then and
there to leave for home immediately, to inform all of you
of this chiddush. Once you are proficient in bentching in
this manner, I can return to Vilna.”
Rav Leib could not remain in Vilna as long as he
knew that there was one Amen that his family was missing
out on. Apparently, it was worth it for this great tzaddik to
travel back and forth to Vilna just to teach his family the
significance of reciting a single Amen.
We recite Krias Shema thrice daily. While some
employ the proper kavanah, others focus on the meaning
of the words, while yet others complacently fly through
the words as they complete the rest of the davening.
Perhaps the following Torah thought will add a new
dimension to the way we recite Krias Shema. The Zohar
HaChadash, cited by the Yesod U’Shoresh Ha’Avoda,
teaches that there is a place in Heaven which has 365
heichalos, rooms corresponding to the days of the year.
These 365 rooms are under the dominion of the Avos,
Patriarchs: Avraham, Yitzchak, Yaakov, and Adam
HaRishon. Into these rooms enter all of the Krias Shema
recitals of the entire year. Adam stands by the entrance
and does not allow any deficient Krias Shema (a missing
word, letter, lack of concentration) to gain entrance into
the corresponding portal. Every Krias Shema that passes
“inspection” is taken and given to the Avos who, in turn,
kiss the Krias Shema and the individual who recited it.
When it comes time for this person to leave this earthly
abode, his soul is seated twice daily next to the Avos!
Having said this, we now have a new dimension
concerning Krias Shema to consider seriously.

Va’ani Tefillah
 – כי לישעתך קיוינו כל היוםKi l’yeshuascha kivinu kol
hayom. Because it is for Your salvation that we hope.
We begin by asking for Moshiach, his salvation
and redemption, and conclude by asserting that it is
Hashem’s salvation for which we are yearning. Horav
Shimon Schwab, zl, explains that Moshiach will lead,
inspire, purify and catalyze our return to Hashem via the
medium of teshuvah, repentance. However, without
yeshuas Hashem, the Almighty’s salvation, Moshiach is
incapable of redeeming us. Indeed, Moshiach himself will
have to have undergone a process of teshuvah previously.
Without yeshuas Hashem, there is no yeshuah. When one
leaves this world, his soul enters up into Heaven where it
is asked, Tzipisa l’yeshua? “Did you eagerly await yeshuas
Hashem?” This question has been pejoratively interpreted
as, “Did you wait for Moshiach as if it is all in Moshiach’s
hands?” We must pray to Hashem that He send Moshiach,
and that once Moshiach arrives he will, under the
guidance of Hashem, lead us from sin and direct us on the
path of repentance. Indeed, the Melech haMoshiach will
be the tzaddik, righteous leader, who leads Klal Yisrael to
redemption, but he himself will also be one of those who
are redeemed.
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Parashas Eikev

תשע"ט

וידעת עם לבבך כי כאשר ייסר איש את בנו ד' אלקיך
מיסרך
You shall know in your heart that just as a father will
chastise his son, so Hashem, your G-d, chastises you.
(8:5)
Every time that we as a nation – or Jews
individually – are challenged with adversity, be it in the
guise of illness, economic troubles, childrearing, or
circumstances that cause unspeakable pain, we ask
ourselves: What is the purpose of this challenge? Is this
Heavenly punishment meted out against a person, or is it
a Heavenly Father’s loving discipline? Is it punitive, or
therapeutic? The distinction is in the word, “Father.” How
do we view the Source of the adversity? Is it from a Master
or from a loving Father? The Torah gives us the answer
with the above pasuk: “Just as a father chastises his son,
so, too, Hashem chastises you.” It is loving discipline. Will
the awareness that it is being sent to us by Hashem in His
role as Father make a difference? Absolutely. We realize
that Hashem seeks our return to Him. The adversity serves
as a reminder: “Although you have acted out of character,
I still love you. You are My son. I would like you to come
home. This is a reminder that I care about you.”
Concerning the pasuk in Mishlei 3:12, “For
Hashem admonishes the one He loves; as a father, He
mollifies the child,” the Gaon, zl, m’Vilna writes that “A
father disciplines a child that he loves until he sees a
positive reaction, when the child changes the
downward/negative course of his trajectory. This
chastisement is a manifestation of deep, abiding love. A
father wants his son to change; thus, he ‘encourages’ his
return
through
various
media,
of
which
pain/trouble/adversity is a powerful motivator.” The Gra
adds, “The sign that this adversity originates from deep
love is, that when it is over, one sees the father making
every attempt to fulfill the wishes of the child.” (Once the
censure has run its course and succeeded in turning
around the child’s behavior, the father is prepared to do
anything to “get into his child’s good graces.”) Veritably,
when one chastens, employing the medium of painful and
troubling challenges, it is an indication that a loving father
is behind the “slap.” One does not slap a stranger’s child,
because it is none of his business. When it is my child who
requires “straightening out,” however, I will apply the
necessary discipline.
Horav Simchah Wasserman, zl, underscored this
idea in light of the unspeakable horrors and tragedies
which our People sustained during the Holocaust. This was

פרשת עקב

both a churban gashmi, physical/material destruction, and a
churban ruchni, spiritual devastation, in which the greatest
Torah leaders and yeshivos were destroyed. What is the
Heavenly sign that indicates that this was all part of the
Heavenly Father’s plan? The fact that today we are blessed
with an extraordinary abundance of yeshivos, Torah scholars
of all genres, means that Klal Yisrael is building both
spiritually and physically. (One only has to take a look at the
sheer numbers of Torah families throughout the United
States, Europe and, of course, Eretz Yisrael, to affirm this
verity.) We are on the upswing. As in the Egyptian exile,
when we grew exponentially with each mother giving birth
to sextuplets, we are growing today. Kiruv/Jewish outreach
is at an all-time high. Young people are returning “home” to
the Judaism of their grandparents and great-grandparents.
All of this is a sign that the suffering which we endured
seventy-five years ago was orchestrated by Hashem as a
Father acting out of love for His children. We are not privy
to His reasoning, but we accept His decree as children who
respect their Father should.
It is with this logic in mind that we are, perhaps,
able to understand how some of our greatest and holiest
leaders accepted Divine will with consummate love. Horav
Yisrael Gustman, zl, was a Talmudic genius without peer. At
the age of twenty, he served as a dayan, judge, on the
illustrious Bais Din, Rabbinical court, of Horav Chaim Ozer
Grodzinski, head of European Jewry. Rav Gustman suffered
terribly throughout the horrors of the Holocaust. He related
that during the entire period of the war, he recited Viduy
(confession before death) hundreds of times. Death had
approached him so often, and so close, that he used the
shorter, abridged version of Viduy, because he was
uncertain whether he would live long enough to recite the
long form. (The mere fact that he had the presence of mind
to recite Viduy, to confess his sins, is an indication of his
enormous love for Hashem and His profound understanding
that the tragedy which was occurring before his very eyes
was part of a Divine plan.)
Rav Gustman was subjected to the most inhuman
physical and psychological torture. How he survived in body,
mind and soul is a mystery. I take the liberty of sharing some
of his experiences, so that the reader can have a deeper
appreciation of this great Rosh Yeshivah. On one occasion
the Nazis decided to “relieve” the Vilna labor camp of its
Jewish population. Rav Gustman and others were marched
to the Ponary Forest at the outskirts of Vilna and lined up at
the edge of a large pit. An SS man walked down the line of
Jews and shot each one in the head, after which each one
fell backwards into the pit. (I do not think anyone of our

generation has an idea about – or is able to fathom – the
by him. This time, however, he found himself unable to do
immense suffering endured by these brave, martyred men
so. He felt that he was eating his own son’s flesh.
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realized
experiencing such unspeakable horrors? There is only one
movement in his arms and feet. He was not dead. He was
answer: He believed with complete faith that whatever
very much alive! He lay there, playing dead, until the Nazis
had occurred was part of a Divine decree; part of our
concluded their beastly work. He then untangled himself
Divine Father’s love for His children.
from beneath the corpses and pulled himself out of the pit.
We are unable to grasp Hashem’s decree. As the
He had no question in his mind: he had been the recipient
Kotzker Rebbe, zl, would say, “If one understands what Gof an overt miracle. The bullet had penetrated his skull and
d does, then He is not G-d.” All we can do is affirm, believe
remained embedded there, invisible, with no apparent
and accept. This is how children are to respond to their
wound inflicted.
parents.
On another occasion, once again in the Ponary
Forest, Rav Gustman was present when Jewish families
...  עשו להם מסכה... קום רד מהר מזה כי שחת עמך
were brought to be murdered. A pit had been dug, and the
 ואשברם... ואתפש בשני הלחת ואשליכם
men were separated from the women and children. This
Arise, descend quickly from here, for your people have
was the scene that confronted him: men on one side of
the pit; women and children on the other side. The Nazis
become corrupt…they have made themselves a molten
then took the children from their mothers’ arms (in some
image…
I grasped the two Tablets and threw them… and
cases they pried the children from their mothers’ arms),
I smashed them. (9:12-17)
flung them up in the air, and shot them while they were
The chet haeigel, sin of the Golden Calf, went
still in the air. The corpses of these tiny Kedoshim, holy
down in infamy as the greatest religious outrage, the
martyrs, fell into the pit, after which their murders were
ramifications of which continue to haunt us to this very
followed by that of their parents. Mothers would run over
day. The wrath manifest by Hashem against His nation
to the Nazis and plead that they be killed before their
almost catalyzed our extinction. Horav Avraham Pam, zl
children, in order not to witness the death of their
(“Messages From Rav Pam”/Rabbi Shalom Smith), posits
children.
that the sin of the Golden Calf was not merely idolatry.
After witnessing this horrific scene, Rav Gustman
This was not Klal Yisrael’s first jaunt with paganism. They
“lost it.” He could no longer contain himself. He was
had been idol worshippers while they were still in Egypt.
determined to speak to the “hearts” of the executioners.
The Golden Calf was difficult, because it was not ordinary
He approached the officer in charge and asked to speak
idolatry, but rather, a fusion, an attempted synthesis of
with him. The response was as to be expected from such a
kedushah and tumah, holiness and impurity. They had
subhuman beast: he raised his rifle and gashed the Rosh
created a molten image of a calf which they somehow
Yeshivah in the head with its butt. Rav Gustman fell to the
thought was infused with holiness. They thought they
ground, bleeding profusely from a gash in his head.
were doing the right thing. Since Moshe Rabbeinu was not
He never forgot this scene. Indeed, when Rav
present – they felt that they needed a replacement.
Gustman lived in Yerushalayim, he would stand and watch
Is it any different today, when we attempt to
as the children would parade through the streets on Yom
create a trans-religion by combining Torah with modern
Yerushalayim. He explained, “My eyes that have seen
culture, ignoring traditions of the past, labeling them
children murdered can appreciate the sight of Jewish
archaic and not in tune with the times? “Heaven forbid”
children marching in joy through the streets of
should we reject religious observance. We only want to
Yerushalayim.”
infuse it with contemporary culture. Let us come out of the
Rav Gustman had a ben yachid, only son, Meir,
dark ages, no longer relegate ourselves to being primitive
whom he called Meirke. He was the apple of his father’s
men, and do it the modern, progressive way. This has been
eye, a child so sweet and bright, as beautiful as a child
the clarion call of the reformers heralding back to the
could be. During a purge of the Jewish children of the Vilna
original eigel worshippers.
Ghetto, the Nazis discovered the hiding place where Rav
When the Heavens parted during the Giving of
Gustman had concealed Meirke. He held the boy in his
the Torah, Hashem’s Throne had been visible. On it, Klal
arms to protect him from the beasts. It was not enough, as
Yisrael saw the engraved form of a calf. Voila! This would
the Nazis beat the child relentlessly, raining blows on the
be a suitable form of a godhead. Indeed, Hashem would
boy and his father until the child bled out over his father.
even be pleased. The underlying chet, sin, of the eigel was
When the Nazis were convinced that the child had
the blurring of the distinction between holiness and
succumbed, they pushed the father and dead son into a
impurity, to the extent that some of them actually thought
pile of manure.
that they were performing a mitzvah!
Rav Gustman washed off his son’s body and then
This was the coup d’etat, ultimate success of the
personally buried him. He removed the boy’s shoes which
yetzer hora: Convincing the sinners that they were saving
he used to secure bread for his starving wife and daughter.
Judaism from itself. They claimed that idolatry that is a
His usual procedure was to divide whatever food he was
mitzvah is no longer idolatry. They were serving Hashem
able to obtain, with the largest portion going to his son and
in a more progressive, more inclusive, manner. This
daughter, the next to his wife. The last portion was eaten

explains why Moshe did not immediately shatter the
Luchos. He waited until he had descended and had seen
the moral and spiritual outrage of their religious
perversion with his own eyes. Idolatry alone would not
have spurred Moshe to shatter the Luchos. The people had
been idolatrous in Egypt, and yet they had been able to
return to Hashem. This form of idolatry, a fusion of
holiness and impurity, took no prisoners. It was ultimate
destruction. An aveirah, sin, which is thought to be a
mitzvah, is the most insidious and lethal form of sin,
undermining the opportunity for return. After all, people
believe that they are saving Judaism – not destroying it.
It was only after Moshe Rabbeinu personally saw
the revelry and the morally abberative behavior
associated with the “service” to the Golden Calf that he
arrived at the conclusion that this was not just idolatry – it
was a lethal fusion of holy and profane. This is a recipe for
disaster. A number of situations and issues exist in Jewish
religious life in which the dichotomy between the holy and
profane is a matter of opinion, based on how one chooses
to interpret halachah or whom one chooses to follow in
his views. This is one of the greatest challenges of our
time. In order to survive one must have a rebbe who is a
consummate Torah scholar, an individual whose moral
and ethical purity is unquestionable and only superseded
by his yiraas Shomayim, fear of Heaven.
ולעבדו בכל לבבכם
And to serve Him with all your heart. (11:13)
What is meant by service of the heart? Rashi
quotes the Talmud (Taanis 2a) that states: Zu hee tefillah,
“This is prayer.” Tefillah is the service of Hashem which is
performed in the heart. Mental and emotional
concentration is an essential component of prayer. One
who does not concentrate during prayer is simply reciting
words. Prayer is man’s conversation with Hashem. One
cannot have an effective, intelligent conversation unless
he thinks about what he is saying and to Whom he is
speaking. When one prays, it is critical that he divest
himself of all extraneous thoughts, so that he can focus his
mind on what he is doing: speaking with Hashem. Prayer
is actually much more than conversation. It is avodah
she’b’lev, service of the heart. It is a service; we serve
Hashem through prayer.
Let us attempt to describe the depth of the
service, so that we can better understand the critical
importance of maintaining complete focus on the prayer
that we are offering up to Hashem. Horav Yechezkel
Abramsky, zl (quoted by Horav Reuven Karlinstein, zl), asks
the following question. The Kohen Gadol would enter the
Kodesh HaKedoshim, Holy of Holies, four times on Yom
Kippur. (This was the only time that he went into this holy
place. He was the only person who ever entered.) Prior to
the first three times that he entered, he would remove his
golden vestments and change into white linen vestments.
The first time he entered, he burned the Ketores, Incense.
The second time was to sprinkle the blood of the par,
young bullock. The third time was to sprinkle the blood of
the se’ir, goat. He then once again donned his golden
vestments and continued the avodos ha’chutz, the outer
service, performed in the Kodesh, Holy. He then once
again changed into linen vestments in order to enter the

Kodesh HaKodoshim for the purpose of removing the kaf,
spoon, on which he transported the Ketores and
Machatah, shovel, which was used to carry the burning
hot coals. After removing these two utensils, he once
again changed into his gold vestments. Having said this,
we turn to the question. It is understandable that in order
to remove the shovel, it was necessary for the Kohen
Gadol to return to the Kodesh HaKodoshim. Initially, when
he left the shovel with burning hot coals on it, he would
wait until the Ketores was burnt. The spoon, however, was
emptied of Ketores. It was clean. Why did he not remove
it when he left the first time? Why was it necessary to
return for the purpose of retrieving the spoon? During this
time, the spoon did not serve a specific purpose. Why did
he not take it out when he left?
Rav Abramsky explains that when the service of
the Ketores was concluded, the Kohen Gadol would stop
and recite a short prayer. When one prays, he should not
be holding an empty cup (or anything) in his hand, because
it is distracting, and he cannot concentrate completely on
the prayer. Therefore, he leaves the spoon (which might
be a distraction during his short prayer) in the Kodesh
HaKodoshim, only to return a fourth time to retrieve it.
Rav Karlinsky now adds his piece d’resistance. If
one’s spoon in his hand is considered a distraction and
impugns the integrity of the prayer, can we begin to
imagine what one hundred “spoons in the head” will do to
one’s prayer? (This means: We pray to Hashem with a
wandering mind that is thinking about everything but the
words of his prayer. Is this appropriate?)
Prayer is not necessarily defined by the number
of words, but rather, by the quality, meaning and depth of
each word. Indeed, one word in the gamut of prayer has
compelling significance and efficiency. This is the word,
Amen. When one answers, responds to a blessing with the
word Amen, he solemnly ratifies the blessing. Much has
been written in Torah literature concerning the
importance of, and power associated with, the word
Amen. I want to relate a story concerning a talmid,
disciple, of the Gaon, zl, m’Vilna, who was known as Rav
Leib Chasid. Obviously, that such an appellation replaced
his last name, is an indication of his extraordinary level of
spiritual devoutness.
Tefillah was a large part of Rav Leib’s life. When
he was not praying, he was learning, thus spending his
entire day in devotion to Hashem. This is how he earned
his nom de plume. When Rav Leib’s daughter became
engaged and he realized that he would have to make a
wedding and prepare some sort of dowry, he knew that he
would have to take time off from his previous level of
spiritual devotion and involve himself in the outside world.
Since he did not own a business, he decided that he would
travel to Vilna, a city well-known for its adherence to
Torah, where his reputation preceded him. Perhaps in
Vilna he would be able to “raise” the necessary funds in
order to marry off his daughter. (Rav Leib was not a
schnorrer. This is how people used to live. The “have nots”
would reach out to the “haves.”)
Rav Leib traveled to Vilna, where he remained
for a few days before returning home. His family was
incredulous. Is it possible that during his short stay he was
able to secure sufficient funding to pay for his daughter’s

