We Are North Wilkes
Preparing for your High School Experience

Understanding High School Lingo
Credit- Each passed class is
worth one credit. You will
need 28 credits earned to
graduate.
Elective - Classes that are not
required, but those you can
take that are of interest to you
that will help you earn credits.

Semester- 2 quarters or half of
the school year.
Graduation Project - A large
project that a student
completes in their senior year.
Required Class - Classes you
must take in order to graduate.

Impact of 8th Grade
● Why are my grades in 8th grade important?

● How do my grades impact registration and
other possible opportunities in high school?

What are high school credits?
•High school credits are what students earn each
year to work towards graduation.
•Students may earn up to eight credits per year.
•28 credits + successful completion of the
Graduation Project (senior year) are required to
earn a NC high school diploma.
•9th graders must earn 6 credits or more in order
to be promoted to 10th grade.

What is the total number of credits you see
here?

What classes am I required to take in high school?

CTE stands for Career & Technical

Alternate--a course you
register for that you may
get! Choose carefully!

Education. Examples of courses
that fall under the CTE umbrella are
Foods I & II, Parenting, Health Team
Relations, Microsoft Excel &
AP stands for Advanced
Access, Personal Finance, etc.
Placement. These courses allow
students to take college level
Honors courses are offered curriculum and attempt to earn
credit at the end of the year by
for some standard classes at
taking an AP exam. AP courses
the high school. Beginning
will award 1.0 additional quality
with the class of 2019, honors
points to the GPA (effective with
courses will award 0.5
class of 2019 NC Policy: GCS-L-004)
additional quality points to the
Example:
GPA. (NC Policy: GCS-L-004)
English IV = A = 4.0 points
English IV Hrs = A = 4.5 points
Example:
AP English IV = A = 5.0 points
English I = A = 4.0 points
English I Hrs = A = 4.5 points

Honors, AP, CTE, CCP ...WHAT???

CCP stands for Career &
College Promise. 11th &
12th graders that qualify
for CCP courses are
allowed to take them
tuition-free to earn
college credit or career
training. Any NC
supported university will
accept CCP credits
earned while in high
school. Students must
have at least a 3.0 GPA in
order to qualify to enroll
in CCP courses.

What is a Career Cluster?
Career Clusters help students prepare for college and the workforce by
forming a pathway for them to meet career and college goals.

Get involved!
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Beta
Chess
Drill Team
Kitty Hawk Air Society
FCS- Family Consumer Science
Drama Club (Spring Only)
Dream Team
Disc Golf Club
Journalism Club
Hunter Safety Club
Math Club
Photography Club
Art Club
Battle of the Books
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HOSA - Health Occupations
Key Club
Latin Club
Quiz Bowl
Skills USA
FCCLA- Family, Career, &
Community Leaders of America
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Board Games
Envirothon Team
FFA- Future Farmers
Interact
Welding Club
Project Unify
Student Council

Athletics
Baseball

Football

Swimming

Basketball

Golf

Tennis

Cheerleading

Soccer

Track

Cross-Country

Softball

Volleyball

Wrestling
In order to participate in an extracurricular activity and athletics, the student
must be considered in good standing with academics and attendance. In
order to try out for Fall and Winter sports in 9th grade, you must have
passed at least 70% of your courses in the Spring of 8th grade and have
been present for at least 85% of the same semester.

Ready for Driver’s Education?

You must be 14.5 years old before taking driver’s education courses. The course costs $65 and
is offered after school for a total of 30 hours of coursework. (Usually 15 days after school for 2
hours each class)
To be eligible to get your “driving eligibility certificate” or DEC, you must:
1. be enrolled in a NC school and have good attendance,
2. be passing at least 70% of academic courses in which you are enrolled,
3. not have been suspended from school for more than 10 days for possession of a controlled
substance, weapon, or assaulting a school staff member.
The DEC is received from the principal at the school at which you are currently enrolled. Once
you turn 15 years old, you are eligible for your driver’s permit.

How is high school different from
middle school?
●
●

●
●
●
●
●

You have 4 classes per semester.
Your attendance is very important! If you miss 6 days of a class, you will fail that class.
This means if you are chronically late in the mornings, missing your first class you will fail
that class. There is an appeals process for failed classes due to absences.
If you fail a class, you do not receive credit and will need to retake the course.
You will have more independence, which also means you are more responsible for
yourself and your work.
You will have more freedom to choose classes that interest you.
You have to be on top of things and keep organized. Your teachers will not remind you of
missing work.
You can get involved in a lot more ways: clubs, student organizations, sports, etc.

● At the high school, attendance is taken at the beginning of
every class period.
● You must be present for more than half of each class
period to be counted present for that period.
● If students receive more than 6 absences in any given
course, they may not earn credit for that course even if
they have a passing average.
● BE SURE YOU KNOW THE ATTENDANCE POLICY
BEFORE YOU BECOME A VIKING!

ATTENDANCE POLICY

Why is this important to me? I can’t afford to go to college!

Trade School- A school in which you are an apprentice and you learn a trade.
Associate Degree-Typically from a community college. It includes one and two year programs.Associate's degree
students can take courses in preparation for a specific career, or they can take classes in general studies. Credits
earned for an associate's degree can be counted toward completion of a bachelor's degree. A student can earn an
associate's degree at a community college or state university by taking about 20 classes within a specific curriculum
designed by the school.
Bachelor’s Degree- Generally a four year degree from a university. Bachelor's degree programs require approximately
120 credits of coursework to complete. A bachelor's degree is considered the minimum level of education needed to
work in many fields, such as teaching and engineering.
Master’s Degree-A master's degree is a type of graduate degree, degree earned after completion of an
undergraduate degree (BA or BS). Typically the master's degree requires about 30 credits of coursework and takes 2
years of full time study beyond the bachelor's degree. In addition to coursework, the master's degree sometimes
entails completing comprehensive exams and/or a thesis.
Doctorate Degree-A doctorate degree is the highest level of academic degree. Everyone is familiar with the medical
doctor, who holds an M.D. (Medical Doctorate). But you can earn a doctorate in almost any subject area.

Types of College Degrees & What do they Mean?

nwhs.wilkescountyschools.org/ - North Wilkes High School
Students/ Registration Handbook
-wilkescountyschools.org/ - Resource Links/ Student Links/ HS
High School links to SAT, ACT, and WCC
-wilkescountyschools.org/ - Departments/ Instructional Services/ Career &
Technical Education
Career Cluster Guide and Resources
CFNC.org - Student/ Middle School Student/ Explore
Helpful in exploring careers and planning for high school and beyond.

Where can I go to explore my future?

High School registration forms and Transportation
forms due Wednesday, February 13th.
Early College Applications due no later than
4:00pm Thursday, February 14th to NWMS.

Upcoming Dates

