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... fostering gold standard partnerships!

Our Mission
The mission of the
San Benito CISD is
to provide a premier
education for all
students, through
a positive and
safe learning
environment, so that
its graduates are
college, career, and
workforce ready.

Our Vision
The vision of San
Benito CISD is to be
the gold standard in
all areas of public
education.

Congratulations, Dr. Cash Elementary!
Dr. C.M. Cash Elementary earns America’s Best Urban School Bronze Award
Dr. C.M. Cash Elementary has been selected by the National Center for Urban School Transformation
as a Bronze winner of the 2018 America’s Best Urban Schools Award.
The prestigious Gold, Silver, and Bronze level awards were presented to 15 urban schools from throughout
California, Texas, Colorado, North Carolina, Nevada, and New York for achieving excellent and equitable results for
their students.
Campus principal Dilia Cornett and assistant principal Marleen Araiza – joined by district administrators, trustees,
and campus personnel – proudly accepted the award during the 2018 America’s Best Urban Schools Symposium in
San Diego, California.
“It was an honor to accept this prestigious award on behalf of our amazing Dr. Cash team. The commitment and
dedication of our scholars, teachers, staff, and parents is evident in this national recognition. I am extremely proud
our Dr. Cash team!” explained Cornett.
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Nate Carman said, “I’m proud of the successes at Dr. Cash Elementary. Being
recognized at the national level as one of America’s Best Urban Schools by NCUST is a noteworthy accomplishment.
Mrs. Cornett and her faculty and staff are to be commended as their hard work and high expectations are paying off
with remarkable levels of student achievement.”
NCUST started in 2005 as the vision of then-president of San Diego State University (SDSU), Stephen Weber and
then-dean of the SDSU College of Education, Lionel “Skip” Meno. Both envisioned SDSU playing a constructive role in
improving urban education throughout the nation.
Today, NCUST partners with schools and
districts to transform urban schools into places
where all students achieve academic
proﬁciency, evidence a love of learning, and
graduate well prepared to succeed in
post-secondary education, the workplace, and
their communities.
The National Excellence in Urban Education Award
Program was established as a strategy to identify and
begin to study some of the nation’s most successful
urban schools. An extensive site visit process is
instrumental in selecting each years’ honorees.
The ﬁrst ﬁve schools were honored in May 2006
at the Center’s ﬁrst symposium. These ﬁrst
Dr. C.M. Cash Elementary places great emphasis on college and career readiness.
award-winning schools and their successors
The campus recently hosted a College and Career Week that included activities such
nurtured the NCUST team’s conviction that all urban as Open House, future career dress up for students, and guest speakers that spoke to
scholars about their careers.
schools could achieve excellent learning results.

SAN BENITO CISD
EDUCATION CONNECTION
“Education Connection” is a
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Dr. C.M. Cash
Elementary Principal Dilia
Cornett and staff members
proudly display their bronze
award banner during a special
recognition ceremony at the
October board meeting. The
campus was selected by the
National Center for Urban
School Transformation as a
winner of the 2018 America’s
Best Urban Schools Award. The
prestigious Gold, Silver, and
Bronze level awards were
presented to 15 urban schools
from throughout California,
Texas, Colorado, North
Carolina, Nevada, and New
York for achieving excellent
and equitable results for their
students.
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“The only
place where
success
comes before
work is in the
dictionary.”
Vidal Sassoon,
British
Businessman

A message from Dr. Carman ...
The 2018-2019 school year got underway with San Benito CISD opening its
ﬁrst elementary School of Choice – Dr. Raul Garza, Jr. STEAM Academy. The
STEAM Academy faculty and staff are hard at work introducing students to
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics in innovative and
engaging ways, including the use of robotics, coding, and drones as well as
through many other interesting and exciting hands-on activities.
Realizing that parents have choices in their children’s education, San Benito
CISD plans to increase the Schools of Choice opportunities. Elementary
campus principals, along with their staffs, are considering whether they would
Nate Carman, Ed.D.
like to convert their traditional campus to a School of Choice such as a Fine Arts
Superintendent of Schools
School, International Baccalaureate School, Environmental Science School, or a
Leadership Academy to name a few of the possibilities. All SBCISD elementary
campuses will continue to teach the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills as the
required curriculum for the State of Texas. However, Schools of Choice will offer cross-curricular units that will
closely align offered electives and after school programs with the focus area for the respective campus.
Final decisions on which elementary campuses will be selected will be made by February 2019. Principals
and their leadership teams will present their proposals to the Superintendent and his Cabinet,
selected schools will be presented to the Board of Trustees, Town Hall Meetings will be held for the
selected schools, and then parents and students will be given the opportunity to either select a
school focusing on their area of interest or continue attending a traditional elementary school.
The choice for students and parents won’t end there. Additional Career and Technical
Education (CTE) courses have been added at the high school along with a new Early College
Academy. These advanced course offerings will continue to increase in availability. In order to ﬁll
the gap between our elementary Schools of Choice and our increased dual credit and CTE
courses at the high school, our middle schools will be reviewing academies as options for our
students. Areas being considered include a STEAM Academy, Early High School Academy,
Environmental Science Academy, and Health Occupations Academy to name a few. The belief is
that if we identify students’ areas of interest and allow them to have choices into the areas they
would like to focus on, we will have more engaged students who are better prepared for college or
their chosen career by the time they graduate from San Benito High School.
Watch for more to come throughout this school year as San Benito CISD develops these
concepts into reality as we work to become the Gold Standard in all areas of public education.

Keep up
with us ...
on the web!

@sbcisd

@SanBenitoCISD

sanbenito.cisd
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Congratulations!
The San Benito High School Mighty Greyhound Marching Band earned a DIVISION ONE (SUPERIOR) rating at the 76th Annual Pigskin Jubilee UIL
Marching Contest! The marching band performs under the leadership and direction of the school district’s Director of Bands Dayri Mendoza, an
amazing band program staff, and drum majors Ivan Hernandez, Luis Moreno, and Angel Contreras.

District observes
National School Bus
Safety Week
School bus transportation plays a critical role in
the education of our nation’s students. For more
than 25 million children, riding a school bus is
precisely how they get from their homes and
neighborhoods to their schools and classrooms.
Throughout the country, school districts recently observed this year’s National School Bus Safety Week – “My Driver - My Safety Hero!” – to
bring continued awareness to the importance of school bus safety.
Locally, Transportation Director Erica Flores and her staff visited elementary schools to educate students on the size and dynamics of a school
bus, the proper way to sit while being transported, and the importance of not distracting their bus drivers. Students also practiced boarding the
bus normally and evacuating the bus during emergency situations.

2018 Royal Court
This year’s Homecoming Royal Court is
comprised of Homecoming Queen
Niquelle Lopez and King Carson Ayala;
senior Duchess Olivia Alvarado and Duke
Carlos Rodriguez; junior Duchess Angelin
Cruz and Duke Alex “Hondo” Garcia;
sophomore Duchess Adaleida Ulloa and
Duke Seth De Leon; freshman Duchess Lina
Garza and Duke Michael Benavidez.
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Congratulations!
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San Benito schools promote a drug-free community
In solidarity with millions of Americans, San Benito Schools’ staff and students recently
celebrated Red Ribbon Week, proudly pledging to remain drug free and wearing red
ribbons to demonstrate their opposition to drugs and to honor those individuals who
have lost their lives in support of our nation’s struggle against drug trafﬁcking and abuse.
Fun, educational, and engaging campus-based activities celebrated included:
• “RED-y to be DRUG FREE!” Day – wear as much red as possible;
• “Follow your dreams – NOT drugs!” Day - wear favorite (appropriate) pajamas;
• “Team up Against Drugs!” Day - wear a favorite team jersey/shirt or spirit shirt.
Throughout the week, representatives from law enforcement agencies such as the
U.S. Border Patrol, City of San Benito Police Department, the San Benito CISD Police
Department, and the Cameron County Constable’s Ofﬁce prove instrumental in
promoting drug prevention awareness.
Students of all ages were given a glimpse into how our land borders and coastal
waters are secured and how K-9 A police dogs are trained to assist law-enforcement.
During this year’s Red Ribbon Week, San Benito Schools also observed Unity Day – a
national day to stand together against bullying and united for kindness, acceptance, and
inclusion. Students and campus personnel were invited to wear or display orange to
show support for individuals who have been bullied as well as to educate and raise
awareness of bullying prevention. Various schools held anti-bullying presentations to
share a message of support, hope, and unity so that all students feel safe and supported.

Thank you, Trustees!
Trustees play important role in
TASB governance
Throughout the years, San Benito
School board trustees have taken
active roles within the Texas
Association of School Boards (TASB),
ensuring that Texas school districts‘
voices are represented at the Capitol
and elsewhere.
Michael A. Vargas, current school
board president, was honored by TASB
for his service on the TASB Legislative
Advisory Council and for serving as a
representative of the TASB Legislative
Committee.
Congratulations, Mr. Vargas!
Vargas was elected to the TASB
Michael A. Vargas, president of the San Benito Schools
Legislative
Advisory Council in 2016
Board of Trustees, was honored by the Texas Association of
during a regional grassroots meeting
School Boards (TASB) for his service on the TASB
Legislative Advisory Council and for serving as a
comprised of public school board
representative of the TASB Legislative Committee.
members. As one of four council
Vargas, left, is shown alongside TASB Executive Director
members, Vargas contributed efforts
James Crow during the recognition segment of the 2018
Delegate Assembly in Austin.
towards setting legislative priorities
Thank you, Mr. López!
while working with other elected
school board leaders around the state
Local trustees represented San Benito Schools at this
year’s Texas Association of School Administrators (TASA) /
of Texas. The council developed a statewide list of priorities to guide the Association,
Texas Association of School Boards (TASB) Convention in
focusing on issues related to school ﬁnance, governance, and accountability.
Austin, Texas.
Vargas explained that as a group, they advocated for more priorities and participated
Trustee Orlando López, center, served as a delegate
in weekly conference calls. They also spoke with members of the state legislature. “It’s a during the 2018 Delegate Assembly. Trustee Victor Rosas,
far left, had been designated as an alternate delegate.
collaborative effort. It is great to share ideas with districts that have similarities such as
They are pictured alongside fellow trustee Sonia Weaver.
ours,” he added.
During September’s regular board meeting, San Benito Schools trustees designated
fellow trustee Orlando López as a delegate and trustee Victor Rosas as an alternate delegate to the 2018 TASB Delegate Assembly.
“It was a great honor to be nominated by fellow board members to represent SBCISD as a delegate to the TASB Delegate Assembly in
Austin. Delegates are the voices of our schools, and we will work collaboratively to have our voices heard,” said López.
“I was fortunate enough to share the experience with several hundred delegates from across the state of Texas. It was a very
humbling experience,” he added.
Delegates play an important role in TASB’s governance – helping develop the vision for the Association. Because Texas schools are
facing long-term legislative challenges, it is more important than ever for Texas trustees to stand up and advocate for public schools.
Serving on the Delegate Assembly empowers local trustees to be those advocates for public education in Texas.
TASB is a voluntary, nonproﬁt association established in 1949 to serve every public school district in Texas. Membership also includes
county school boards, junior colleges, tax appraisal districts, cooperatives and education service centers. School board members are the
largest group of publicly elected ofﬁcials in the state, and the districts they represent serve more than 5.3 million public school students.

Congratulations, Mr. Galvan!
San Benito Veterans Memorial Academy Principal
Gilbert Galvan, far left, who serves as the Region IA
representative on the Board of Directors of the Texas
Association of Secondary School Principals, has
been named TASSP Region I Principal of the Year.
Galvan is pictured alongside TASSP State
President Dr. Herb C. Cox; TASSP Executive Director
Archie E. McAfee, M.Ed.; TASSP Region 1
Coordinator Jennifer Sanchez; and TASSP Region
1B Representative Adriana Ramirez at the Region I
Fall Meeting at Laredo United High School in
Laredo, Texas.
The TASSP vision is to offer Texas principals and
assistant principals a forum to explore the best
practices in school administration with the ultimate
goal of helping facilitate student learning. Members
are committed to the Association’s motto, “Above
All, Students First.”

Mariachi Del Sol provides grand opening entertainment
San Benito High School’s Mariachi Del Sol performed favorite tunes at the recent American Electric Power (AEP) Service Center facility’s grand
opening ceremony. Dignitaries, including local and state elected ofﬁcials, attended the event. The talented Mariachi Del Sol performers are
shown alongside Judith E. Talavera, AEP Texas president and chief operating ofﬁcer; the AEP mascot, Louie the Lightning Bug; and mariachi
instructors Karina Vela and Avigái González. Those in attendance participated in a ribbon cutting ceremony and tour. The new facility will house
110 employees and is located at 1401 East Business 77 on 40 acres of land near the former municipal airport.

AEP presents rebate check to district leaders
District leaders accepted a rebate check totaling $56,840.31 from American Electric Power (AEP) Texas representatives for the
LED lighting projects (energy efﬁcient lighting retroﬁts) at Dr. Raul Garza, Jr. STEAM Academy and La Encantada Elementary.
Shown at the presentation are, from left, trustees Janie Silva and Sonia Weaver, board president Michael A. Vargas, Assistant Superintendent of
Academic Services Hector Madrigal, AEP ofﬁcials Mario Garcia and Russell Bego, trustee Victor Eloy Rosas, board secretary M.L. Garcia, trustee
Orlando López, and Director of Energy Management and HVAC Christopher Cole.

Employees THINK PINK
Every October, San Benito CISD
employees wear pink in awareness of
breast cancer research and the ﬁght
against breast cancer, to honor those
who have lost their battle with the
disease, and to celebrate breast cancer
survivorship.
Several employees of the school
district’s administration ofﬁces and the
orchestra program are shown proudly
wearing various styles and shades of
pink. They are also committed to
educating and encouraging their family
members and friends to join the ﬁght
against breast cancer by promoting
early detection through self-exams,
clinical exams, and mammograms
based on the individual’s age and
health history.

Multi-Purpose
Sports Facility
AQUATICS Center

Performing Arts center

Election Day
Tuesday, November 6
7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

With No Tax Rate Increase

Election Day Polling Places
PRECINCT
Part 17
18
19
21
22
23, Part 43
Part 24
25
40
Part 44
Part 50
51
Part 79

SITE
La Encantada Elementary
San Benito Fire Station
San Benito Community Building
Frank Roberts Elementary
Sullivan Elementary
Community Bldg. Bonita Park
Santa Maria ISD Admin. Building
Los Indios Community Center
Fred Booth Elementary
Treasure Hills Presbyterian Church
Ed Downs Elementary
La Paloma Elementary
Harlingen Medical Center

ADDRESS
35001 FM 1577
1205 S. Sam Houston Blvd.
210 E. Heywood St.
451 Biddle St.
900 Elizabeth St.
601 S. Rangerville Rd.
11119 Military Hwy. 281
309 E. Heywood
705 Zaragoza St.
2120 N. Ed Carey Dr.
1302 N. Dick Dowling St.
35076 Padilla St.
5505 US-77 Frontage Rd.

CITY
San Benito
San Benito
San Benito
San Benito
San Benito
Harlingen
Santa Maria
Los Indios
San Benito
Harlingen
San Benito
San Benito
Harlingen

News Briefs & Upcoming Events
Daylight saving time ends on November 4
Daylight savings time ends at 2:00 AM on Sunday, November 4. Remember to set your clocks back one hour
before bedtime on Saturday, November 3.

General Elections are on November 6
This year’s General Election will take place on Tuesday, November 6. Remember, your vote is your voice ...
therefore, let your voice be heard at the polls!

Veterans to be honored on November 12
A Veterans Day ceremony will be held on Monday, November 12, from
3:00 to 4:30 PM at San Benito Veterans Memorial Academy, located at
2115 N. Williams Road. All Veterans are invited to attend.

Thanksgiving holiday begins on November 19
The school district will observe the 2018 Thanksgiving holiday from
Monday, November 19, through Friday, November 23. There will be no
classes for students, and the district’s administrative ofﬁces will be closed.
All classes will resume at their regular time on Monday, November 26,
and the school district’s administrative ofﬁces will reopen at 7:30 AM that
same morning.
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The San Benito Consolidated Independent School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, sex, disability,
or age in its employment practices in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Educational Amendments
of 1972; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended; and Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act. • Es norma del Distrito Escolar
de San Benito no discriminar por motivos de raza, religión, color, origen nacional, sexo, impedimento o edad, en sus procedimientos de empleo, tal
como lo requieren el Titulo VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, según enmienda; el Titulo IX de las Enmiendas en la Educación de 1972; la
Ley de Discriminación por Edad de 1975, según enmienda; y la Sección 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 1973, según enmienda.

