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Dear Parents,
As we begin the Lenten journey we reflect on the three elements most associated with
Lent: prayer, fasting and almsgiving.
Prayer is found in the faithfulness of every Catholic and of every person who believes in
Christ. In the weakness and frailty of our lives, we can turn to God with the confidence of
children and enter into communion with him. In the face of so many wounds that hurt us
and could harden our hearts, we are called to dive into the sea of prayer, which is the sea
of God’s boundless love, to taste God’s tenderness. Lent is a time of prayer, a more intense prayer, and a more intentional prayer. As we take time to pray during Lent, offer a
special prayer for the children of our school, that they may be touched by the tenderness of
God’s loving embrace.
Secondly, we reflect on fasting. We must be careful not to “give up” something, simply because it makes us feel good about ourselves. Fasting can actually be viewed as eliminating old habits and replacing with new actions that offer a benefit to others. Perhaps, it is
cultivating the style of the Good Samaritan, who bends down to his brother in need to take
care of him. Fasting involves choosing a sober lifestyle– a way of life that does not waste,
a way of life that does not “throw away”. Fasting helps us to attune our hearts to essential
and to sharing. It is a sign of awareness and responsibility in the face of injustice, abuse,
especially to the poor and the vulnerable, and it is a sign of the trust we place in God and
in God’s providence.
The third element of the Lenten journey is almsgiving: it points to giving freely, for in almsgiving one gives something to someone from whom one does not expect to receive anything in return,. Gratuitousness should be one of the characteristics of the Christian, who
aware of having received everything from God, learns to give to others freely Today, gratuitousness is often not part of daily life. Almsgiving helps us to experience giving freely,
which leads to freedom from the obsession of possession. Lent provides the perfect opportunity to discuss gratitude with our children, and recognize how we can assist and provide for others.
On Thursday, March 7 and Thursday, March 14, you will have the opportunity to see how
Christ is alive in our school community during the annual Open Houses. This is a chance
for our families to gather as a school community and celebrate the accomplishments of our
students. On March 7, the South Campus is hosting an ice cream social, and on March
14, the North Campus will also host an ice cream social. The Open Houses will be held
from 5:00pm-7:00pm on both evenings. Parents and children are invited to visit the classrooms, view student projects, and visit with our faculty, staff, and friends.
I am so thankful for all the wonderful parents and students that give generously to our
school. As we continue the Lenten journey, may our loving Father continue to bless you
and your family.
Yours in Christ,

Mr. Jon Myers
Principal

A Gala Shout Out and Thank You to
Our Kindergarten Teacher Patrons

Hala Abboo
Jill Offer
Jennifer Smyczynski
Katie Zezula
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Volunteers are needed for the 2019-2020 School year.
We are looking for a Co President, Secretary and a
Treasurer for the PTG Board. If interested contact any
board member.
There are several events in need of volunteers for
next year please go to the sign up genius to sign up.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c49a5ae2ba
0f58-ptgcochair

Announcements
Author’s In April
Ice Cream Socials

UPCOMING EVENTS
UPCOMING
EVENTS
•
•
•
•

3/7 Ice Cream Social SC
3/8 Fish Fry SC
3/12 PTG General mtg 9
am SC
3/14 Ice Cream Social NC

Author’s In April Book sales will start at the Ice Cream
Socials at either campus. Please go to the PTG website
for book descriptions and order form.
https://www.holyfam.org/apps/pages/PTG
2018-2019 PTG Executive Board
Tara Haener, Co-President
Erin Malick, Co-President
Jessica Cossette, Vice President Jaclyn Swanson, Treasurer
Renee Smith, Secretary

Other news…
SCRIP Dates
3/11 Scrip orders due
3/14 Scrip orders distributed

"In this life we cannot do great things. We
can only do small things with great love"
Mother Teresa

PTG Website

Subscribe to the PTG web page
for the most current information and calendar.

http://www.holyfam.org/apps/pages/PTG
Also check for upcoming VIP signups for PTG and other school events!
Notices for event publications or for FOFTY items should be sent to Renee
Smith, Secretary at smithr2679@gmail.com. 1-2 day advance notice.
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Right to Life - LIFESPAN Ed. Fund
presents

BE
THE

CHANGE

An engaging pro-life training for 7-12th grade students including interactive dialogue training,
insightful tips on reaching pregnant students, and a delicious lunch.

Saturday, March 16th 2019 at Oakland University
Registration 10:30am, Event 11:00am-2:00pm
Register online at: www.milifespanbethechange.eventbrite.com

Nathan and Emily Berning, founders of
Let Them Live, will be giving an
interactive Embryology Lesson and talk
on Planned Parenthood's Real Goals.

Trevor Pollo, Director of Training at
Protect Life Michigan and speaker
of Stump the Pro-lifer will be giving
a pro-life advocacy training.

Amber Gier, President of Protect
Life OU, will present on how to
reach and talk to pregnant students
and abortion-vulnerable women.

For more details, contact Lynn Gura at 248-816-1546, oakmac@rtl-lifespan.org, or
Anne Marie Morin at 734-422-6230, youth@milifespan.org

Encounter Jesus

Dynamic Preaching
Praise & Worship Music

Date - Time

March 9, 2019
Saturday, 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm

Please join us at Come, Encounter Christ for Youth and
Families on Saturday, March 9th from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm at
historical Ste. Anne Parish in Detroit.
This evening will provide dynamic preaching, powerful praise
& worship music, opportunities for reconciliation, and
adoration of our Lord, Jesus.
Invite high school youth, middle school youth, and their
families, and come for time to grow in your own relationship
with Jesus this evening!

Ste. Anne Parish
1000 Sainte Anne Street
Detroit, MI, 48216
Free on-site parking
For more info:
www.Detroityouthministers.com

God’s Infinite Mercy
Sunday, April 7, 2019 • 7:00pm

Special Guest Speaker, Fr. Grayson Heenan

The Gifts of the Holy Spirit
Sunday, June 9, 2019 • 7:00pm
Special Guest Speaker, John Thorne
Jesus And Me (JAM) is an evening of
Praise and Worship, Adoration, and
spiritual message.
It is a time for families and friends to join
in contemporary song and adoration of Jesus
in the Real Presence of the Eucharist.
Fr. Grayson Heenan
Associate Pastor,
St. Damien of
Molokai Parish

For more information contact us at
standrewjam@gmail.com if you would like an
email reminder as each event approaches.

Music Minister and
Pastoral Associate,
Sacred Heart Detroit

Stay connected with
St. Andrew Catholic Church
Website:
www.standrewchurch.org
www.facebook.com/
StAndrewCatholicChurch
www.twitter.com/
@standrewchurch
St. Andrew Catholic Church
1400 Inglewood Ave.
Rochester, MI 48307
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