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Merced Is
the Move
By Pamela Garcia
Staff Writer

Don’t be discouraged if you
didn’t get into UCLA; other UCs
can benefit you more than you’d
expect. Linda Garcia is attending
UC Merced this Fall.
She is majoring in Computer
Science and Engineering. Garcia
was pleased to find out that UC
Merced would offer her a full ride
scholarship.
Money is important when choosing a college.
A full ride is nice, but, she also
got a scholarship from the California Scholarship Federation, because she is an officer.
Garcia initially wanted to go out
of state for university, but the tuition cost would be twice as much.
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READY TO FLY: Senior
Parrot Linda Garcia is getting
ready to move on to UC Merced.
Garcia got into the Fiat Lux
Scholars program at Merced which
is for low income and first generation students to provide academic
and financial stability in college.
Aside from financial aid and the
Cal grants (which is around $7,000)
the program provides $20,000 to
be used if the student runs out of
money from both financial aid and
grants, which acts as a safety net
for tuition and housing.
Linda was an active student. She
involved herself in various clubs
such as Coding, and the California
Scholarship Federation, but Linda
also founded the Python Coding
Club.
Linda benefited from classes
such as AP English Language with
Wendy Elam. It helped her write
essays in a more effective way
helping her with college applications.
“Keep working hard, try to get
leadership roles inside or outside
of school. I feel like the leader
roles helped me a lot. Find a bunch
of events to attend, ultimately you
just have to seek opportunities.
Colleges love to see students who
are eager to learn, grow, and build.”
Merced certainly saw that in her.
Garcia is planning to go to grad
school with a focus in Artificial Intelligence after she graduates from
Merced.
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From Parrots to Beavers
By Melody Martinez

By Daisy Mejia & Pamela Garcia

Jan Adlawan is heading to
the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) in the Fall
of 2019. Adlawan is interested
in majoring in computer
science and wants to research
nanoscience.
Adlawan’s story is more
a journey. Like some other
Poly students, Jan was born
outside the United States. He
was born in the Philippines
along with his brother. Jan’s
father worked abroad and
sent money to the Philippines
to help the family make ends
meet. In time, Jan and his
brother came to the United
States for a better future and to
spend time with their father.
Jan and his brother traveled to
Santa Barbara first then came
here to the San Fernando
Valley. “We came here when
I was seven, and he was two,”
he says.
At Poly, Jan joined Drama.
“I was in Drama for two
years, 10th and 11th grade.
12th grade I stopped doing it
because I wanted to focus on
college applications,” he says.
At first Jan joined to satisfy
one of his A-G requirements
and to free up a period during
his senior year of high school.
But something changed. Jan

Pete Gatenil is attending
the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) this Fall.
He plans to major in
Mechanical Engineering and
Material Science. Gatenil got
into schools like UCLA, Cal
Poly Pomona, UC Berkeley,
and many more but ultimately
decided that MIT was the fit
for him.
Being in the magnet
program, Gatenil had a huge
advantage
academically,
saying that it was the most
influential program for him.
“It provided me with a
smaller network and getting
to know the teachers better
and they got to know me
better.
I got a lot of motivation
from teachers to keep pushing
myself and get into more
competitive schools.
The magnet teachers and
counselors are why I was able
to get far in my application,

Staff Writer
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FUTURE BEAVER: Jan
Adlawan is heading to MIT.
claimed that Drama became
something fun, something he
actually enjoyed. Jan plans to
join a Drama Club at MIT.
During high school, Jan
took multiple AP classes,
one was AP Physics 1, which
taught him something about
himself: “Passing the exam,
I was, like, I can actually do
stuff. I’m actually not stupid
and decided to push myself
further.” AP Physics 1 allowed
Jan to recognize his ability to
excel at many things.
He hopes that when he
leaves Poly that everyone,
both students and faculty,
will remember him in a
specific way: “I want to be
remembered as someone who
chose to really enjoy their
high school and not stress too
much about their future.¨ He
certainly had fun.

Parrot Attends CalTech
By Vanessa Gonzalez
Staff Writer

Owen Jenkins is no ordinary
Poly High School student.
He will be the first Poly Parrot
to attend CalTech in over 20
years, one of the most selective
and prestigious universities in the
world.
To put his accomplishment
into perspective, for the class
of 2022, only 6.6% were
offered admissions out of
8,208 applicants, according to

CalTech’s website.
But who is this remarkable
young man?
Naturally more aloof than
driven, Owen for a large part
of his high school career did
not have fixed expectations
about his future; it was really
Owen’s teachers, counselors, and
especially his mother who pushed
him to exceed and find himself.
“Most people and friends
weren’t really considering for me
[ See CalTech, pg 3 ]
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READY TO FLY: Owen Jenkins first Parrot to be accepted to
CalTech in 20 years.
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MIT BOUND: Pete Gatenil
attends MIT this Fall.
apply, and eventually get in.”
Pete also feels that he
got to this point because of
his friend group since they
were all academically driven
and always had friendly
competition together.
“Not putting each other
down, but as motivation to
improve more.” He says.
Gatenil has also been
looking into the programs
[ See Gatenil, pg 3 ]

Remembering
a Poly Parrot
By Aimee Bonar
Staff Writer

Nemilitzi Aguilar radiated
warmth and light that influenced
everyone who was fortunate
enough to be around her.
Her honesty and kindness were
felt by her friends and teachers in
everything that she did, from her
doodles on the edge of her paper
to the heartfelt contributions in a
class discussion.
She was outgoing and unafraid
to speak her mind, always
being genuine with anyone who
inquired the truth.
Though she seemed to have
a hard exterior, Nemi cared
deeply for each of her friends
and enjoyed sharing spontaneous
and memorable adventures with
them.
A fellow classmate and friend,
Jackie Casteneda, shared one of
her favorite memories: “We went
to Six Flags.
We were all stressed with our
research papers and grades. She
was so happy that day. She got
me to go on Tatsu, her favorite
ride.”
Another adventure she shared
with a friend was a twenty-one
pilot's concert she attended with
Mary Tashjian.
“It was July like two years
ago she randomly called me and
said, ‘What are you doing?’, and
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I said ‘Nothing’ and she said
‘Get ready, I’m taking you to a
concert.’ It was a really fun day.”
On her trip to Europe with
her friends, Nemi also shared a
favorite memory with another
one of her classmates Byron
Pauc.
“We went to Europe together
and we climbed all the way to the
top of the Eiffel Tower.
She was up there making jokes
and I don’t think that’s something
I’ll ever forget,” Pauc recalled.
Nemis teachers also share
happy memories with her. AP
Calculus teacher Cesar Felix
reflects on the fun moments he
had with Nemi in his class.
When asked about her
[ See Fallen, pg 3 ]
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EDITORIALS

Letter from the Principal

Poly students of the Class of
2019,
Congratulations
for
your
accomplishment! I cannot be
more proud of how you have
grown in the last 4 years.
As we near the end of your
senior year in high school, I ask
that you reflect on the guidance,
knowledge and skills that your
parents, guardians, Poly staff and
faculty have offered you and the
choices you’ve made.
Each of you is tasked with
using all you have learned and
put into your life “tool box,”
from childhood until now, to
make decisions for your future.
Some decisions may lead
to obstacles and struggles, but
continue to persevere.
As you make these life
decisions, ponder this quote from
William Shakespeare’s Hamlet:
“To thine own self be true.”
To do this requires that you
know yourself.
Do a self-inventory: take
a moment to identify your

likes, dislikes, strengths and
weaknesses and decide where
you want to go with them.
You will realize that what
makes you who you are comes
from a variety of influences.
These
influences
include
your cultural upbringing, the
local community, social media
messaging, and opinions of
friends and family.
As you do your self-inventory,
reflect and determine what is still
relevant, and what still matters to
you.
As you move to the next stage
of your life, you may choose
to attend a vocational school,
community college, university,
join the military, or enter the
workforce directly.
No matter the choice, be sure
it’s your choice! Initially you
may be nervous, discouraged
and even afraid, but see it all the
way through and nervousness
will lead to confidence, fear to
victory and discouragement to
self-assurance.
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And when all is said and done,
if the path you chose doesn’t lead
you to where you want to go, try
another path and never shy away
from change. Trust yourself and,
remember, to thine own self be
true.
You are a Poly Parrot today
and always!

Parrots Say Goodbye to Ms. Kenion
By Kevin Chicas
Layout Editor

Optimist

Calling all journalists!

Students, we need YOU. If you’re interested in writing, photography,
publishing, and producing a student-created school newspaper, enroll
in Journalism for the 2019-2020 school year. The class will meet in
room 35 after school, Monday through Friday (except Tuesday), from
3:15 to 4:15 pm.
Join the Polytechnic High School tradition! Since 1913, Poly High
School students have published stories about their communities and
their lives. Many have gone on to become successful web designers,
journalists, media producers, and professionals. The few I’ve been
lucky to meet attribute their success to being a part of The Optimist.
We at The Poly Optimist work hard to find stories and bring them
to life through strong, evocative storytelling. From writing about
sports to covering concerts and politics, journalism students will
record and interpret our historical present with precision and grace.
It's challenging yet rewarding to work in a team with passionate, likeminded students who push their imaginations while they mediate the
world around them.
If you have something to say, or want to record history itself, inform
your counselor and join next year’s Journalism class!

More Fun for Fonarow
By Steven Larin
Staff Writer

E. Vazquez
Principal

Woman Behind the Classes
Jamille Kenion, Assistant
Principal
for
Counseling,
is retiring after 19 years at
Polytechnic High School.
Kenion’s original career was
not in education, however.
Earning her first degree at Cal
State Long Beach in Dietetics
and Food Administration, Kenion
aspired to be a dietician.
She worked in food service
management for nine years but
eventually yearned for more
fulfilling work, which lead her
to adult education where she
worked at the Pacoima Skills
Center for 11 years supervising
their Welfare to Work program.
It was fulfilling for Kenion
to see “students meet their goals
and change their lives” through
education, watching adults earn
their high school diplomas and
build their lives.
Kenion went on to earn her MA
in Counseling at Cal Lutheran
University.
Kenion believes teaching was
always in her, it just “kind of kept
coming up,” but she didn’t realize
it until a ninth grade English class
required a tutoring component
and she began tutoring students
at Pacoima Elementary School.
She realized that teaching was
“where I was supposed to be.”
Jamille’s primary role at Poly
HS since 2000 has been to create
the master schedule, which is
“really to create all the classes the
students take.”
Kenion
had
to
gather
information from counselors
and adjust it to Poly’s ‘4 X
4’ block schedule, figuring
out
class
requirements,
finding corresponding teacher

The Poly

Special
education teacher
Judith Fonarow is retiring after
working at Poly since 1994.
Fonarow will leave for Oregon
where she plans to continue to
work in education as a substitute
teacher.
Fonarow describes her decision
to retire from the LAUSD as
“bitter-sweet” because it’s a new
life and Poly has been her family
for so long. As with any big
move, she is scared of leaving it
all behind, especially this “very
rewarding profession.”
Fonarow started working in
education as a special assistant
working in the Resource
Program at Poly. She became
part of the Alternate Curriculum
Program designed to introduce
alternate curriculum activities to
students with moderate to severe
disabilities. Most recently she has
taught students with intellectual
disabilities.
She was motivated to work
in special education because of
her daughter, who attended Poly
HS. Fonarow felt that students
who suffer from a disability

have so much potential, just
like her daughter, who presently
works as a Special Assistant in
Burbank Unified School District,
following in her mother’s
footsteps. Fonarow’s daughter
was able to overcome her learning
and physical disability with
support from special education
opportunities.
Originally from Southampton,
England, Fonarow came to the
USA as a teenager and has lived
in the United States ever since.
Fonarow earned both her BA
and MA at CSUN, and earned
her National Board Certification
in 2000.
A unique thing about Judith
Fonarow is her connection to the
infamous Titanic. Judith’s GreatUncle was part of that tragic
voyage across the Atlantic, and
did not survive.
To students chasing their
dream jobs, Fonarow suggests,
“Make sure you really enjoy what
you do. If you don’t, then it’s
probably not the right profession.
Go easy on yourself, keep a sense
a humor and everyday you can be
inspired.”
Once a Parrot-always a Parrot.
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GOODBYE: Jamille Kenion retires after 19 years in Poly.

compliance, and balance these
variables with teacher preference
according to a matrix.
“I am responsible largely for
the schedule and what classes
the students will be offered,” she
says. It’s no easy feat and soon
Poly HS will try to fill this crucial
position.
What’s next?
Kenion has one son who
attended
Hamilton
Music
Magnet and graduated with a
business degree from CSUN,
and one grandson, who’s five
years old, and who Kenion says
is absolutely the love of her life.
In retirement, Kenion looks
forward to spending time with
him as he enters kindergarten in

the Fall.
Kenion will also visit family
in Boston, exercise more, travel
more, and most importantly not
wake up at 5:30 in the morning
everyday.
Mrs. Kenion’s parting words
of wisdom for students: “Find
someone on campus that you feel
comfortable with, that you can
trust, that you feel open to ask
for help in whatever scenario it
may be because the amount of
investment that the staff at this
school puts into the success of
students is evident, thus students
need to know that they’re cared
for and to essentially take
advantage of it so they can
achieve.”

Editor-In-Chief

Layout Editor

Aimée Bonar

Kevin Chicas
Melody Martinez

Photography
Hong Le
Jonathon Ochoa

Writers
Daisy Mejia
Hong Le
Pamela Garcia
Steven Larin
Vanessa Gonzalez

Letters
To The Editor
Letters to the Editor must
be typed or neatly printed in
ink and include the writer’s
signature. The OPTIMIST reserves the right to edit submissions. Send letters to Rm.35 or
Mr. Muñoz’s box.

Sports Editor
Amna Shah
Anthony Naranjo

Optimist Advisers
Edgar Muñoz
Ethel Matlen

Editorial
Policy
The OPTIMIST is the
voice of the Poly community
and accepts the responsibilities of a free press. The OPTIMIST follows the Code of
Ethics for the Society of Professional Journalists. Editorials
are the opinions of the staff
writers.

The Poly

Campus

Optimist

A Poly Parrot
in CalTech
[ Continued from pg 1 ]

to apply to CalTech,” says Owen
about CalTech not being in the
plan, “but it was my mom who
told me that I had to apply.”
Mom was, of course, ecstatic
when her son was admitted
especially when CalTech offered
Owen a full-ride scholarship to
attend their school.
“Owen displays an inordinate
serenity and calm coupled with
a profound non-linear approach
to problem solving and a polite,
kind spirit,” says History
teacher Ron Lehavi, calling
him a “true genius brought up
with care” and fully crediting
Owen’s “exceptional” mother
for overcoming “tremendous
odds” through dedication and
“support.” Poly HS’s magnet
program helped Owen learn more
about colleges and opportunities
available.
Owen didn’t even know
about MIT or other selective
colleges until he met Dr. Hunt, an
executive for Boeing, who visits
Poly HS to encourage students to
apply to MIT.
Jenkins, who not so long ago
couldn’t distinguish from one
school and another, was accepted
to various colleges, including

UCLA, Columbia, Williams,
MIT, and number 1 ranked
Princeton.
Jenkins’ friends, too, left an
impression through friendly
competition, and this competition
seemed to motivate Owen to
constantly improve and excel,
taking multiple AP and college
preparatory classes.
Described by peers as a “chill
and relaxed” person, Owen
enjoys playing video games like
Destiny and League of Legends
and building robots after school
with friends in Poly’s Robotics
Club.
What’s more, he was also part
of MITES, the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology’s (MIT)
highly competitive summer
research program for select high
school seniors from across the
country.
Owen looks forward to the
various programs and research
carried out at CalTech. First up,
however, is the SURF Program,
a Summer Research project
aimed at helping undergraduates
start new work experiences in
laboratory work.
Owen hopes to major in
Computer Science. Fly, Parrot,
Fly!

Gatenil to
MIT
[ Continued from pg 1 ]
that MIT offers.
He is particularly interested
in
the
Undergraduate
Research
Opportunities
Program, which is a program
that cultivates and supports
research
partnerships
between MIT undergraduates
and faculty - whether you join
established research projects
or pursue your own ideas.
He is also interested in the
MIT International Science and
Technology Initiatives (MISTI)
which connects MIT students
and faculty with research and
innovation around the world.
MIT students can become
mentors for younger students
in schools for various subjects.
Pete thinks it might be a
fit for him because he likes
helping and teaching younger
students.
The past 4 years at Poly
have been quite the journey
for Pete, and he has a piece
of advice for other striving
graduates who want to get
into competitive schools.
“Don’t make it a burden, make
it known to the university that
you’d do well and represent
them and make them proud.”
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A Fallen Parrot
[ Continued from pg 1 ]

personality, Felix responded with
fond words.
“She would make me laugh
every day. She was funny in like
a sarcastic way but she’s really
bright so when kids like her are
really bright they tend to be really
funny. We miss her. She was a
good kid.”
Nemi was making plans to go
to San Francisco State University
to study Film or Psychology.
Although unsure of what she
wanted to major in, she favored
writing and literature.
“She was unsure of what she
wanted to major in but I know
that she was favoring something
in the writing field.
I know that SF state has a good
journalism program so I would

see her doing very well in that,”
says Cesar Felix.
History teacher Dana Brooks
also had fond memories of Nemi
in her class.
“She didn’t sugarcoat anything
so if they [classmates] were
acting stupid she would tell them
they were acting stupid. But at
the same time, she was a softie
on the inside. She’s so unafraid
of just being herself.”
Nemi’s assertive nature and
loving heart left an imprint in the
lives of everyone who had the
opportunity to know her.
Buried under sunflowers and
butterflies, Nemilitzti was put to
rest by her family and friends on
April 12th, 2019.
She leaves her imprint evermoving and ever-unafraid on
every member of our Poly family.
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Poly Loses a Great Physicist
By Hong Le
Staff Writer

Room 50 is cool and refreshing.
The A.C. is always on. ROY G
BIV, a “drinking bird,” dips its
beak into a beaker of water.
Class pictures adorn his
whiteboard. Sitting relaxed in his
chair he says, “I’m Jim Schwagle
and I’m 61 years old.”
Magnet Physics teacher Jim
Schwagle is retiring after nearly
30 years of teaching at John H.
Francis Polytechnic High School.
Schwagle has worked at Poly
since 1989, five years before the
Magnet program was created.
Film teacher Dennis Madrigal
and other teachers presently
at Poly were past students of
Schwagle’s.
Schwagle earned both his B.
A. in Physics and an M. A. in
Science Education from CSUN,
with an “unofficial minor” in
Engineering.
Besides attending CSUN, he
also took programming classes at
local community colleges.
Schwagle was interested in
teaching Physics since his late
teens. Schwagle says his high
school Physics teacher, Jerry
Fuji, influenced him greatly.
After high school Schwagle
worked at a summer camp
where a fellow camp counselor
was interning with LAUSD
and pushed Schwagle to give
teaching a chance.
Schwagle taught briefly at Hart

High School in Santa Clarita,
with the remainder of his career
here at Poly H.S.
Schwagle started teaching
Physical Science to juniors.
After moving to the Magnet he
taught Chemistry and eventually
Physics.
Schwagle has also taught the
programming languages C++,
Java, and Basic over the years.
Schwagle’s room is filled with
oddities, including his toy pig and
bat. He hangs up a toy pig with
wings that he use to demonstrate
physics.
“Usually, if I see something I
start thinking, hmm, gee, I could
use that, like the pig for circular
motion. So I’ll only buy it if I
have really a use for it in mind,”
he says.
Schwagle’s
instruction
includes countless experiments.
His favorite experiment was
one performed by the seniors that
requires them to find the strength
of the magnetic field of the Earth
using electricity from a coil and
a compass swing that the seniors
made themselves.
The lab forces students to
learn about vectors, currents, and
the magnetic field to complete
the task. Schwagle made the
lab apparatus himself since
apparatuses are expensive.
Schwagle’s classroom displays
a playful tone, including various
quotes such as “I’d agree with
you, but then we’d both be
wrong”.
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POLY PHYSICIST: Jim Schwagle says farewell to Poly after nearly 30 years of teaching.

Schwagle is a jokester,
borrowing from Monty Python,
other teachers, online, or
newspapers.
Schwagle will miss Poly
students: “To be honest with you,
the achievements the students

make, it’s because of their hard
work, not anything I’ve done.
But I’m certainly proud to see
them succeed, to see them come
back after having graduated
several years ago and find out
how successful they are [which]

makes me feel good.”
His last words to students is to
“Work hard. Achieve your best.
Don’t waste the opportunity.”to teachers, “Push the students.
They know more than you think
they do.”

Sports
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Poly’s Athletes of the Year
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By Amna Shah &
Anthony Naranjo
Staff Writers

Allan Brandau
Heads to Pierce

Allan Brandau joined the
volleyball team in his sophomore
year with little knowledge of the
sport.
Joining volleyball has helped
him achieve a sense of leadership.
“I’ve shown my leadership
during the game and how much
fun it can be on the court when
all we wanna do is win,” he
exclaims.
Brandau adds that although they
haven’t won any championships,
their team this year is much more
solid than last year.
He is proud to say that they have
proven throughout the league that
they have the power and skills to
make it to a championship.
The sport of volleyball has
changed Brandau as he has
become more of an enthusiastic
and confident person.
“My team and my coaches have
always supported me, whether
it’s through practicing volleyball
or life advice when one of us has
an issue outside of school,” says
Allan.
Volleyball wasn’t all he was
taught while on the team: “It’s
a place where a family is made
with many bonds being formed,
whether it’s on or off the court.”
Brandau would love to give a
big thank you to Poly’s Volleyball
coaches: Coach Daniel, Coach
Arnold, Coach Cesar, Coach
Jose and all his teammates for
supporting him through tough
times and making his high school
years fun.
Brandau plans to go to Pierce
College where he looks to major
in Marine Biology or Nursing.

Quarterback Carrillo Choose UC Berkeley
Fernando Carrillo, quarterback
for Poly Football, has played for
Poly since his freshman year.
His love for being active
inspired him to join the football
team.
Carrillo
won
a
league
championship during his tenth
grade year and earned a National
Football Scholars Award that
is only given to the top student
athletes in the San Fernando
Valley.
He is now Polytechnic High’s
‘Senior Athlete of the Year.’
“I’m proud that my 4 years of
hard work has manifested into
something great,” he says.
During his years at Poly,
Carrillo focused on building team
chemistry, which for him means
students caring about one another
and striving to be the best athletes
possible.
He calls the Poly Football team
a “brotherhood” and “family”

who he practices with “for three
to four hours a day” and learned
to love “no matter what.” Carrillo
praises Coach Darryl Daniels for
motivating him to play at the top
of his abilities and for pushing
him to succeed in college.
Offered a Scholarship from
Chapman University to play
football, Carrillo opted for UC
Berkeley instead, minus the
football.
He would love nothing more
than to continue playing sports
in college, except not for a
college team. Carrillo wants to
join club teams so he can focus
on his studies and career while at
Berkeley.
Carrillo shares wise advice for
underclass athletes wondering
about their future: “Always put
your heart into everything you do
with or without having someone
looking at you.”

Byron Pauc
Wants to Play
Tennis
Adona in Track Rivera in Baseball
Byron Pauc is the captain of
the boys tennis team here at Poly.
Pauc joined the tennis team at
the end of his freshmen year after
hearing about open practice.
“It sounded like fun and I
ended up sticking with it,” says
Byron.
He became captain of the tennis
team eventually and maintained a
4.1 GPA throughout high school.
His former Coach and English
teacher Evan Rabins stressed the
importance of academics and
insisted on good grades.
Pauc will miss the “sunburns
after practice” and the bus rides
he shared with Poly pals but he’s
ready for the new friends he’ll
make at UC Santa Barbara where
he’ll study Political Science.
Who knows? Maybe his tennis
days will continue.
“It’d be fun to play next to the
beach,” he says.

Kirk Adona has been on Poly’s
track team since a freshman.
“I’ve always loved running,”
said Adona.
Although Usain Bolt has been
Adona’s inspiration, a senior
convinced him to join the track
team during his freshman year.
Track helped Kirk become a
more academically responsible
person and to use time wisely.
As a result, he has won many
awards because of track.
“I’ve had so much fun at all of
the track meets that I’ve gone to.
I’ve met hundreds of other
track athletes who love the sport
just as much as I do,” he says.
Adona applied to many CSUs
but hasn’t decided where he’ll
attend.
Whatever happens, Adona
discloses that he would love
nothing more than to run track
during his college years.

Arthur Rivera plays right field
and pitcher for Poly’s baseball
team.
Rivera first joined the team in
his freshman year and has won 4
League Championships.
He says that the team and its
staff showed him how to become
a better teammate and leader.
“We all built a brotherhood and
learned how to be there for one
another.
They influenced me into making
the right decisions and being
careful with what I do,” says
Rivera.
He will attend CSUN and plans
to enter the real estate field.
Rivera will not continue baseball
in college, however, opting for
focusing on academics instead.
Still, Rivera will miss his Poly
Baseball family and wishes them
and the program a bright future.

UC San Diego Waits for Mary Tashjian
Mary Tashjian has played for
Poly’s volleyball team for all four
of her high school years.
Her friends and parents have
been her number one supporters
from the start.
“I knew I always wanted to
play because I took a heavy
interest in it in eighth grade.”
When she heard about tryouts
for the team, she just “went for
it.” Tashjian was one of only four
girls who made the team out of
60 who tried out.
Last season’s team won the
league title, beating rival Verdugo
for the first time in 8 years.
Despite all the work put
into volleyball, Tashjian made
sure to balance both sports and
schoolwork, as coaches expected.
“Coach Elton would always

emphasize that we’re ‘student
athletes,’ not just ‘athlete
students,’ meaning that we need
to focus on our school and then
our sport,” she says.
Joining volleyball helped
Tashjian develop her ability to
socialize and cooperate with
others.
She describes her four years
on the team as “wild” because
the team “proved themselves”
in spite of not always having a
coach.
Coach Elton pushed them to
their limit and helped the team
reach their goals.
Tashjian is going to UCSD to
major in marine biology. “I really
hope to play for their competitive
team,” she says.

Matador in Mallary a
the Making Real MVP
Selvin Ramirez, the Parrots’
midfielder, put on his first pair of
cleats when he was very young.
With the coaching of his father,
Selvin developed a passion for
the sport and got the chance to be
captain of the varsity team during
his senior year.
As captain, he lead the team
to a league championship. But
it wasn’t only sports that helped
Selvin.
“It was a class that chtanged
my life,” says Selvin. The class
he means was Computer Science,
for which he earned an A.
He took it seriously because
the coaches motivated him with
academics by making sure that
players only got to play if they
were passing classes.
“Soccer at Poly helped me
realize time management is very
important.”
The best experience he had
with the team was in his junior
year.
The Poly Soccer team
played against their rival North
Hollywood.
Although it was an intense
game, his teammate Willy
Pocasangre scored in the last
minute, giving Poly a 1-0 victory.
“The excitement when that
happened was insane.”
Ramirez will attend CSUN
where he will major in Computer
Science and plans to play for the
CSUN Matadors soccer team.

Mariah Mallari has been on
both Varsity Girls Volleyball
and Varsity Girls Basketball
throughout her four years of high
school.
She grew up around basketball,
joining a sports club when she
was in fourth grade.
Along her journey hooping,
Mariah earned a Most Valuable
Player (MVP) award, a League
Athlete of the Year, and an AllCity:Division I Championship.
But shining in one sport isn’t
enough for Mariah!
Through volleyball, she has
earned 2 MVP Awards, a League
Athlete of the Year Award,
and an All-City Division I
Championship.
School has always been first
for Mallari.
She loves playing both sports
because of her teammates.
“Both teams are just amazing
and they’re the people that I’m
going to miss the most. They’re
family,” she says.
Mallari passionately thanks
her coaches: “I wouldn’t play
the way I play right now and got
the awards I got throughout my
4 years of playing without them.”
“I work hard to to win
championships,” she says, when
she realized the honor she earned.
Mallari will attend Glendale
Community College where she
is excited to continue playing
Basketball.

