St. Joseph Catholic School
Volunteer Opportunities
Our school is a better place because of our parents’ generous
donations of time and talents. We volunteer for St. Joseph School
Parent Association (SJSPA) sponsored activities, Athletics or School
Advisory Committee (SAC) affiliated events. Opportunities are
available within the classroom and for the school as a whole. We
strongly encourage all parents to participate in your child’s
educational experience both in and out of the classroom.
Signing up to volunteer is done online via our portal called
ivolunteer. The opportunity to volunteer will be provided in the
spring and again in the fall for a window of time that will be well advertised. There is something for everyone in which
to get involved. For more information, please contact our SJSPA Presidents, Wendy Horan at wbhoran@gmail.com or
Katie Sivak at Katie.m.sivak@gmail.com.

All volunteers are required to be compliant with Archdiocesan regulations which include a background check,
paperwork and a Virtus Training session. More information can be found on the Volunteer Now tab in the
Parents section at www.sjscatholic.org.
On the following pages is brief overview of some of the special events that happen at our school along with
pictures and testimonies from our parent volunteers
Also included here is a breakdown of things that are unique to each grade. Volunteer registration for grade
level events will take place in the fall and be specific to each classroom. Two room parents are assigned to
each classroom and will help coordinate volunteers for all of the class’s needs.
Thank you in advance for your time, efforts, and energy to volunteer! It is appreciated!

Art In A Box (Preschool – 4th grade)
Participate in one to four one hour artist presentation
sessions. The goal is to introduce students to some of the
world’s best loved artists. It is also one of the best ways to
volunteer in your child’s classroom!
EVERYTHING is provided “in the box”: scripts, artwork,
DVDs, art project and supplies. Parents may assist or
present – whatever they choose. There’s absolutely
nothing to prepare and art skills are NOT required. This
program is completely user friendly for the parent
volunteer.
Co-Chair Leads the Art In A Box Program
 Purchase new supplies and stock art boxes (summer)
 Lead “info” meeting at the beginning of year
 Coordinate Art Institute field trip for 4th grade
 Assist with Catholic Schools Week display
Art Volunteer
 Participates in art
 Assist with Catholic Schools Week display
 Lead or assist with classroom for presentation
“Art in a Box is a great way to get in the classroom and have fun with
the students. The children get so excited when the Art Parents come
in. Many students don't know how good they are at art and it so very
easy for the Art Parent too. It literally is all in the box! " ~Colleen

Athletic Committee
Administers the extracurricular athletic activities of St. Joseph
School. The purpose of the athletic program is to teach teamwork,
basic skills, and sportsmanship in a Christian environment.
Activities include:

Basketball: 5th-8th grade boys and girls
Season starts late October and ends in late February.
(Intramural basketball is available to 3rd and 4th grade
boys and girls. Intramural basketball starts in mid to late
February and ends in mid to late March).
Cross Country: 5th-8th grade
boys and girls
Season starts in the first week
of school and ends in mid-October. There will be a pre-season
summer workout.
Soccer: 7th-8th grade boys and girls
Boys’ season starts in the first week of
school and ends in the end of October
for boys. Girls’ season starts in early
March and ends in mid May.
Track & Field: 5th-8th grade boys and girls
Season starts in early April and ends in mid-May.
Volleyball: 6th-8th grade
Girls’ season starts in the
first week of school and
ends in mid-October. There will be an early August
workout sessions for girls. Boys’ season starts in midMarch and ends early May.
“The rewards part is the best. Seeing the event come together
and watching the people having a good time makes the whole
thing worth it. I hope when my last child graduates from St.
Joe’s I made a difference and the school is a better place
because I tried.” ~Vince
“Volunteering on the Athletic committee is a wonderful way to have your voice heard and to help shape the
future of the athletic programs at St. Joseph’s School. There are many ways to participate, not only on the
committee but also with the annual Golf Outing each fall, which raises the largest amount of the funds we use
to buy equipment and pays for facilities use like the Sports Complex in the winter. We also encourage
volunteers for parent coaches for our younger students’ sports teams. It’s also a great way to meet other
parents at the school and to foster that sense of community within the church and school.” ~Roman

Battle of the Bags Tournament (late spring)
The Battle of the Bags brings the
adult community of St. Joseph
Catholic School together for a laidback evening featuring fun, food,
dancing and friendly competition. A
school spirit raffle at the event
features teacher experiences and
reserved seating opportunities at
school events such as the Christmas program and graduations.
“This is a fun night out
celebrating the St.
Joseph Catholic School
community!”

Book Fair (end of January)
Help plan, set up and/or staff the Book Fair during Catholic Schools Week as well as during the
Catholic Schools Week Open House.
“I really did enjoy the book fair. I only helped with the younger ones, but it was so fun to see how excited they
were to make some of their own selections. I also think that volunteering there allowed me some extra time to
browse the great selection and make some gift purchases too. It was not a huge time commitment at all.”
~Kim

Catholic Schools Week (end of
January/early February) -

Teachers’ Lunches
Coordinates lunches held throughout Catholic Schools
Week. Bakers and volunteers are needed to contribute
food, set up, and clean up.
“Many parents really want to do this for the teachers since they know the teachers do not
make as much as in the public school.” ~Barb

Catholic Schools Week - Java with Joe at Weekend Masses
Serve coffee and donuts after all weekend Masses in the Narthex. This is a great opportunity
to volunteer on one weekend in the school year.

Christmas Cookie Exchange
Coordinates a donation event for the St. Joseph School teachers.
Bakers are needed to donate sweet treats for the teachers who get
to “shop” from the collection of goodies.
“The Cookie Exchange is simple to organize and implement. It's just a feel good event that everyone looks
forward to. A long standing tradition at St. Joes the teachers, staff and parents love.” ~Colleen and Molly

Christmas Parish Ornaments
Create a budget friendly ornament that the entire school can make (kindergarten-8th grade)
during the Christmas Teachers’ Luncheon under the supervision of parent volunteers in the
class.
“A beautiful remembrance of what
Christmas is all about!” ~Parishioner

Christmas Teachers’ Luncheon
Coordinates a Christmas luncheon for the St. Joseph School teachers and parish staff.
“I enjoying baking, so this was a great way to express my gratitude for the teachers that have done so much
for us! This was a way to give back in which my son could help! It was a fun activity for us to do together and
we incorporated a little lesson about showing our thanks.” ~Suzanne

End of the School Year Picnic (grades 1-7)
Plan the school picnic for students held at Libertyville Sports Complex (LSC). Work with LSC to
coordinate games and activities. Solicit and schedule volunteers for each classroom to work
at the picnic. Coordinate lunches for the teachers and volunteers. Help serve ice cream upon
students return to school in the early afternoon. Three shifts scheduled throughout the day.
“The picnic is a great way to end the school year.” ~Melissa

Family Fun Night (January)
Plan a social family fun night that brings the school community
together during the winter. Chili cook off and bingo – what a pair!
“This is a fun event that does not require a lot of work.” ~Margaret

Father Daughter Dance (Winter)
Coordinate dance for fathers and daughters of St. Joseph School featuring a DJ, games, and
desserts. Volunteers are needed to set up, serve, and clean up.
“I loved volunteering at the Father Daughter Dance and seeing all the smiles and joy it brought to the dads and
their girls.”
~Christine
“For me volunteering at the Father Daughter Dance was an easy way to be involved. The awe on the girls’
faces when they entered the room and saw the decorations and treats was true reward of my time.” ~ Mary

5th and 6th Grade Social (fall)
Coordinate a non-dancing activity (Halloween party, magician, improv,
etc…) and food for a 1-1/2 hour social.
“Parents graciously donate time and efforts to put on this fun event.” ~Cynthia

Fundraisers
Box Tops for Education Program
Promotes, collects and tallies General Mills Box Tops to raise
money for the school. Each Box Top is worth $0.10 to our
school. Box Tops typically brings in $800-$1500 annually. This
is a great opportunity that can be fulfilled in your home.

SCRIP
SCRIP is a retail card program where families can purchase store specific cards in a variety of
denominations to use at a huge lineup of
retailers - including fine dining and fast
food restaurants, grocery stores, movie
theaters and gas stations. The cards are
sold at a rebate (ranging from 1% up to
25%) which is split between the families
and the school. Parents save money just by
shopping and the school benefits too. You
get paid to shop! Rebate checks have
ranged from $5 to over $500! Enrollment
form can be found on school’s website.
AmazonSmile
Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases to St. Joseph Catholic School
whenever you shop on AmazonSmile. Use the
following link to get started:
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-217482

Shoparoo
Shoparoo is an app available for your smart phone. You can take
pictures of your grocery store receipts in exchange for earning
money for St. Joseph Catholic School.

Lunch Room Helpers
This paid position supervises the daily lunch & recess times for our students.
M, W,TH,F: Shift 1 (K-4th) is 10:45-11:25 and Shift 2 (5-8th) is 11:32-12:17
Tuesday (mass day): Shift 1 (K-4th) is 11:09-11:49 and Shift 2 (5-8th) is 11:56-12:36

Mother Son Knight (spring)
Coordinate night for mothers and sons of St. Joseph Catholic School featuring all sorts of fun
and memories at the Libertyville Sports Complex. Date and location of this event is subject to
change. Volunteers are needed for a variety of roles (decorating, check in, and serving
refreshments).

New Family Welcome Committee
Matches a school family (mentor family)
with a new family to help welcome them
and the new student to St. Joseph Catholic
School. As a mentor family you will
connect with a new family and offer any
“guidance” as they become acclimated to
the school. The New Family Welcome
Committee hosts a breakfast in the Spring
for the incoming new families, Play at the
Park right before the start of school and a
cocktail party for all new parents shortly
after the school year begins. They also help to
coordinate grade level playdates over the
summer for Preschool, Kindergarten & 1st grades.
“I chose St. Joe's knowing it would be a good place for my
children. I soon realized this was a community that
embraced our whole family. ~Christie

Pancake Breakfast (February)
Set up, serve, and clean up pancake breakfast in the
school gym on the Sunday that ends Catholic Schools
Week.
“The St. Joseph School Pancake Breakfast is a throwback to the pancake breakfasts you used
to go to as a kid. The dads are wearing aprons behind the grill, laughing and flipping
pancakes and serving sausage. Families are sitting together, enjoying a nice breakfast with their friends after
Mass. Groups of kids are helping clear the tables, having a blast together while they're doing it. Yes, it's a
minor fund raiser, but really it's a community builder. We have over 70 volunteers help out each year, because
it's low-key and fun! And the pancakes are really, really good, too. “I do it for the love of pancakes!” ~Jon

Parent Teacher Conferences (Fall)
Coordinates hospitality at Parent/Teacher Conference(s) with food, snacks, and drinks for
teachers.

Room Parents
Function as a bridge between teachers, class parents, and Parent Association. It is a special
and unique opportunity to become involved with various aspects of your child’s class activities
throughout the school year. The roles of room parents include communication facilitator
between the teacher/school/parents and teacher support for helping plan and organize
classroom activities (field trips, parties, community service projects, and student
performances). Send emails to find volunteers for in class activities.

Santa’s Secret Shop

Program that allows children to purchase their own special holiday gift
for family and friends held during the school day. Help set-up, decorate,
inventory items before and after, lead children
through the shop, and clean up.
“After hearing my own children talk about how much fun
they've had buying surprise gifts for us, I wanted to
experience it for myself." ~Gerard
“It is really fun watching the kids shop for their family and
friends.” ~Laura

School Ministry Committee
The School Ministry Committee’s mission at St. Joseph Catholic School is to provide
opportunities for parents and volunteers to share the joy of their faith with ALL the students of
St. Joe’s. The spirituality of this committee comes through by helping at special Masses,
reverent prayer services and the preparation of the sacraments. Throughout the school year,
there are many ways to enjoy the mission of St. Joseph Catholic School ~ nourishing each
child’s mind, body and spirit!

School Supply Program (May/August)
Coordinate supply orders in May and distribute in August at Play in
the Park Day.
“Happy to help with this activity and reacquaint with families as they come to
pick up their School Paks in mid August.” ~Carey

Sock Hop (September)
Coordinate Sock Hop for preschool-4th grade. Volunteers
are needed to decorate, set up, serve food/drink in the
kitchen, provide security, run games, and clean up.
“This is an easy activity to volunteer for since I
have to be there anyway with my children.
Great activity too for working parents!” ~Dawn

Spirit Run and Rosary Balloon Launch (fall)
Organize school led rosary outside in park followed by rosary balloon launch and spirit walk.
“What a beautiful expression of our faith-filled community!” ~Susan

St. Joseph School Parent Association (SJSPA)
The mission of the St. Joseph School Parent Association (SJSPA) is:
We are called to enhance the school community experience by facilitating communication
among parents, volunteers, the school and the parish; promoting active volunteer
participation in activities and supporting our Catholic identity.
Meetings are held bi-monthly in the evening and all are invited to attend.
“It is a fun easy way to get involved and know what is going on in the school. Even though I work full time I
was still able to do it.” ~Kathleen
“As a parent my initial thought was how can I get involved in my child's life and know what is going on in the
school as well. SJSPA has given me that opportunity! My years on SJSPA have allowed me to learn so many
things about how the school functions are run and all my chances to volunteer. Volunteering has been a
blessing in my life. I love being able to see my kids at school a few days a week. ~Tiffany

St. Nicholas Day
Decorate the classrooms and teachers’ lounge the
night before as if St. Nicholas had been there to drop
off treats and spread Christmas cheer!
“The children and staff love the surprise when they come in to
school that day!” ~Nicholas

Volunteer opportunities for parents who are not available during the
day include: Athletic Committee, Box Tops, Catholic Schools Week and
Weekend Masses, Family Fun Knight, Father Daughter Dance, 5th and 6th
Grade Social, Mother Son Knight, New Family Welcome Committee,
Room Parents, SCRIP, Sock Hop, St. Nicholas Day, Teachers’ Conferences,
and Teachers’ Cookie Exchange.
Thank you for making a difference in a child’s life by volunteering!

