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Dear Parents & Guardians,
As we approach Spring Break, there
is much to be thankful for here at
school.
Rep. Mark Nakashima has
managed to gain $2 mil. for the Senate
for the planning and design of our new
classroom building. The construction
funds will be approved next year. Our
National Blue Ribbon application
packet has been approved by our DOE
superiors and is ready to submit to
Washington D.C.
We have received 18 teacher
applications for our three posted
vacancies. Most of the applicants are
highly qualified, making the selection
process time consuming. Our goal is to
select the best candidates possible for
the future of our school and the
children. Children first – every time!
We also need to thank VP Travis
Toriano for three outstanding years at

The 6th Grade Cast Members of the production of “Ancient River Valley Civilizations”.

Calendar
March 13 - Super Bee Assembly
8:30 am Covd Court
March 16-20 - SPRING BREAK

our school. Travis has been tapped to
assume a VP position at Waiakea High
School in order to learn more about all
aspects of education.
He will be
missed.
I understand that all folks in our
school community are justifiably
concerned about the advent of the
Coronavirus (COVID-19). Within the
school we are asking our students to
wash their hands thoroughly, avoid
touching their eyes, mouth, and nose.
Our custodial staff has been directed
to use copious amounts of disinfectant
in all high traffic areas.
We will
purchase a large quantity of Clorox
wipes to be used in the classroom to
clean student desks.
The CDC
recommends: avoid close contact with
people who are sick, avoid touching
eyes, nose, and mouth, stay home
when sick, cover your cough or sneeze
with a tissue—then dispose of in the

March 26- Prince Kuhio Day
No School
April 3 - PTA Imiloa Night
5-8 pm at Imiloa

trash, clean and disinfect frequently
touched areas/objects, wash hands
often with soap and water for at least
20 seconds, use an alcohol based hand
sanitizer. The CDC believes that these
are every day habits that can help
prevent the spread of several viruses.
Please contact the school at any
time that we can be of assistance to
you and/or your child. We are here to
serve you. Our school phone no. is
(808) 974-4855, my home phone is
935-2610, or contact me via email at
< D e n n i s _ O ’ B r i e n / D E S I LVA /
HIDOE@HIDOE>

Warm Regards,

Dennis R. O’Brien - Principal

Our Vision: “Educating for Excellence”
Our Mission: “The E. B. DeSilva teachers, administrators, parents, students,
staff and community share the responsibility to promote life-long learning and
excellence.”
For more school information, visit our website at ebdesilva.org
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STATE OF HAWAI'l
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P.O. BOX 2360

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96804
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT

March 3, 2020

Dear Parent(s)/Legal Guardian(s):

The Hawai'i State Department of Education(HIDOE)continues to monitor the Coronavirus Disease {COVID-19)

situation. HIDOE remains in contact with the HawaiT Department of Health(DOH),the Governor's office and
relevant state agencies to ensure proper prevention measures and plans are in place.

This update provides information that in the event a student or staff member contracts COVID-19, we will work
closely with the DOH to enact a response protocol for the safety and security of our students, families and staff.

We want to ensure you that on-campus precautions are being prepared. Maintenance and facility staff are following

specific cleaning procedures to effectively clean common areas and classroom surfaces. School Health Assistants and
Hawai'i Keiki nurses are being trained on how to properly respond if or when a student becomes ill.

Additionally, HIDOE is following the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention(CDC)travel guidance. All schoolrelated travel and programs related to Warning Level 3 and Alert Level 2 countries are suspended until the CDC
lowers its travel advisory to Watch Level 1. This includes summer school enrollment and non-essential visitors on

campus from these countries. We appreciate your understanding that guidance from the CDC may change suddenly.
This is a quickly evolving situation. We will provide information and updates on our website at:
http://bit.ly/HIDOE_COVlD19. In preventing the transmission of respiratory illnesses, HIDOE would also like to

advise schools and families to follow CDC guidelines:

• Wash hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after blowing your
nose, coughing or sneezing, before eating, and after going to the bathroom;

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth;
•

Stay home when sick;

• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash; and

• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using a regular household cleaning
spray or wipe.

Thank you for your patience through this process. We appreciate your kind consideration and help with our collective

efforts to protect the health and safety of our schools and school communities.
Sincerely,

Phyllis Unebasami

Deputy Superintendent
PU:lc

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

A#er School Pick up
During drop oﬀ and pick up kmes of
the day, we have seen a handful of
folks who ask children to cross the
busy parking lot down at the bus stop
area unassisted. Please drive up to
the curbside and pick up your student
instead. Drivers may not see students
walking in between the
cars. A
number of people have also been
seen busily talking on their cell
phones. We must ask that everyone
please be alenkve when driving
through our school and neighborhood
and obey the rules of the road.
We have a few students who are lem
on campus for at least 30 minutes
amer the end of the day.
We are
asking parents to pick their student up
within 15-20 minutes amer the end of
the school day. Children who must
remain amer school are expected to
wait in front of the main oﬃce unkl
their ride arrives.
Designated pick up areas are in front
of the oﬃce and at the bus stop.
However, amer 2:30 (M, Tu, Th, F) and
12:45 (W) students waikng at the bus
stop will be sent to the oﬃce for
pickup due to limited supervision.
PLEASE remember that there are a
number of students who walk to and
from school. There are also neighbors
who walk the neighborhood or ride
their bikes for health reasons. Let’s all
make our community safe for
everyone to live, work, play and go to
school. Mahalo for your kokua!

Farewell Message
from
VP Toriano
Aloha SuperBee Ohana,
Over the past 3 years I have had the privilege of serving the
students as the school’s Vice Principal. Starting at the beginning of
the fourth quarter I will be moving to the same position at Waiakea
High School. It has been an honor to be a small part of our
students’ lives and hope to have built a lasting impression. I will
dearly miss my interactions with the students and am amazed at
how much I have watched them grow over the past few years. I
want to send a heartfelt thank you to all of our families for their
support of the students, teachers, and the school. E.B. deSilva
Elementary is a special place. What makes it special is the
investment the families, faculty, and staff put into prioritizing our
children and their needs. I am sad to leave the kids but rest well
knowing that they are in excellent hands. I look forward to their
continued growth and hope to work with the students and the
community in the near future.
Mahalo,
Travis Toriano
Vice Principal, E.B. deSilva Elementary School

PERSONAL HYGIENE
DRIVE
Mahalos
Mahalo nui loa to our Na Hale
teams for pulling together and
making our Personal Hygiene
Drive for the Salvation Army a
success.
Teams brought in over 690 lbs of
items that will be distributed to
persons in need in our
community. Basic everyday items
like soap, shampoo, lotions,
toothbrushes and toothpaste
were graciously donated. These

items will surely be appreciated
and put to good use.
Hale donations are as follows:
Pueo - 178 lbs
Iiwi - 139 lbs
Nene - 128 lbs
Palila - 126 Lbs
Io - 124 lbs
Special mahalo to the following
generous donors:
Dr. Ammon Kau, Dr. Ruth Ohata,
and Dr. Bryce Takata for the oral
hygiene products!!!
Once again, mahalo nui loa for
sharing your aloha with our
community!

Continued Request for Support - New Classroom Building
Aloha Parents and Supporters of E.B. deSilva Elementary School,
Our school’s greatest need is more classroom space. We have been hard at work over the last several
years along with the unwavering support of Representative Mark Nakashima. We are happy to
report that House Bill 2725 (HB2725) which has the Financial Budget for Capital Improvements
includes $2Million for the plan and design for a 6 classroom building on our campus.
The next step in the process will be for final approval of HB2725 in April in the Senate Ways and
Means Committee (WAM). We are lucky to have the support of Big Island Senator Kai Kahele on the
Senate side as well.
So that we continue to move this along, we ask for you to please write a letter or email of
appreciation to Senator Kai Kahele, requesting that he continue to support us through the WAM
approval:
Send to Senator Kai Kahele at: senkkahele@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sample email:
Aloha Senator Kahele,
House Bill 2725 relating to Capital Improvement Projects has been referred to the Senate Ways and
Means Committee. E.B. DeSilva Elementary School in Hilo, Hawaii is in dire need of more classroom
space as our small school is built for 350 and the student count is at a record breaking 485 and rising.
We would like to show our deep appreciation for your support of the $2million funds allocated to the
plan and design of a new classroom building. Mahalo for making this one of your top priorities.
While our children may be off to the next campus before a new building ever opens, we can help
make a difference to benefit the future Super Bees of E.B. DeSilva Elementary. If you have any
questions, you can email me at Christineg808@gmail or call our Principal Dennis O’Brien at
808-974-4855
Don’t hesitate and please send an email before mid-April to show how important this is. Your
support in this effort is much appreciated!
Mahalo,
Christine Gumbs
PTA President on behalf of E.B. DeSilva PTA Board 2019-2020
LOST AND FOUND REMINDER
We have a large amount of items at the Lost and Found in front of the office. Please check your child’s
belongings and take a moment to see if we are holding any item(s) your child may have misplaced.
Unclaimed items will be donated over the Spring Break to a worthy cause. MAHALO NUI LOA!

Ancient River Valley Civilizations

Thanks,
Lia Kuo, for
designing these
awesome
shirts!

Mahalo Auntie Jennie Kaneshiro - “Drama Coach Extraordinaire” - for
sharing your patience, valuable time and talent. You’ve truly made this a
special moment for our 6th grade students and teachers!

SAVE THE DATE
60th Anniversary Ho’olaulea
Thursday, May 21, 2020
and

Friday, May 22, 2020
In honor of our school’s 60th Anniversary, we will be
having 2 performances to help with the large number
of people we expect will be attending.
We ask that Students with
last names that start with
the letters A-L have their
families attend on
Thursday, May 21
and M-Y attend on
Friday, May 22.
Additional information will be shared as we get closer to the
event.

Hilo Lions Club Flag Day Presentation
Members of the Hilo Lions Club visited our third graders
recently and gave their annual “Flag Day” Presentation. A
brief history and the significance of our flag was shared. The
Hilo Lions generously gifted every student and teacher a
miniature flag to take home.
The official Flag Day observance is on June 14th of each
year. Flag Day is a time to respect the flag, to celebrate its
origin, and to honor those who created the first flag. The flag
flies over the United States to remind us that we are one
nation; to remind us that we are a nation that is indivisible;
and to remind us each day of those who fought to protect all
who live within this nation.
Mahalo, Hilo Lions for sharing
this important patriotic
message with us!

PTA UPDATE
Aloha Parents,
Our deSilva PTA 3rd Quarter General
Membership Meeting and Member
Appreciation Night will be Friday April 3rd at
Imiloa Astronomy Center. Please join us!
This will be a fun family event free to all
DeSilva Students and families. Look for
more information on event time, special
Hale activity and a delicious Bento option
from Sky Garden Restaurant.
We are currently looking for members to
join a Nominating Committee to help find
eligible persons for next year’s PTA Board.
Elections will be held at the May General
Membership Meeting.
Please let us know if you are interested in
joining the Nominating Committee or
serving on the PTA board for the
2020-2021 school year. No experience
necessary! Ask any board member and you
may be surprised to hear how fun and
rewarding it is to be part of such an
amazing group.
We have a few upcoming PTA sponsored
events including our Teacher Appreciation
Event and Fund Run in May. Keep a look
out for flyers and volunteer opportunities.
We are so grateful for your support!
Mahalo,
Christine Gumbs, President
E.B. deSilva PTA

Catch the latest buzz
at EB! FOLLOW US
ON TWITTER: @eb_superbees
INSTAGRAM: e.b.desilva
Website: ebdesilva.org

The Beehive
“The Beehive” Social Committee
at E.B. recently held a coffee
and donut get together for
faculty and staff.
Everyone
who attended enjoyed the small
break in the day to relax and
talk story with co-workers.
Mahalo nui loa to Mrs. Charity
DeMattos, Ms. Yvette DePonte
and Mrs. Iris Hatakenaka for
coordinating this event. A VERY
SPECIAL MAHALO TO MR.
BRYSON TOMA, FATHER OF
KENDALL TERAO-TOMA FOR
H I S G E N E RO U S D E S S E RT
DONATION FOR THE EVENT.

EDVENTURE…
FUN IN THE AFTERNOON

Lights! Camera! ACTION!
Fourth graders Carson
Hunter and Ian Iida film
video clips of the 6th
grade play for their
Digital Media project in
Mrs. Ferreira’s class.

In-District
Kindergarten Registration

.

Kindergarten registration for the 2020-2021 school year
is currently underway.
The following are necessary to register your student:
1. Birth Certificate or Proof of Birth
2. Proof of Residence in our school district. The following are the
ONLY accepted documents:
Copy of current lease, rental agreement or Real Property Tax Bill
Copy of most recent HELCO (Hawaii Electric Light Co.), Cable,
Gas, Landline phone or water bill.
Parent name(s) needs to be on one of the documents listed above and mailed to the indistrict address dated within 2 months of enrollment. If not, your child’s registration will
be denied, and student will return to home school of attendance.
Falsification on a government application is a
MISDEMEANOR (H. R. Sec 710-1063)
3. TB Clearance
4. Form 14, Pupil’s Health Record: Immunization &
Physical Exam required.
Please visit the school office or call 974-4855
for full detailed information

Clip here and return bottom portion to the office

Attention Parents: If your child will no longer be attending E.B. deSilva School or will NOT be attending Hilo
Intermediate School (for 7th grade) for the 2020-2021 school year due to moving out of district, out of state,
change of school due to preference, or for other reasons, please fill out the information below and return it to the
school office as soon as possible.
Student Name: ________________________________________________________ Current Grade: _____
Last day at E.B. deSilva: _______________
Reason: _____________________________________ New School: ________________________________
School Address (out of state
only):___________________________________________________________________________________
Street

City

State

Zip Code

New Home Address (if
applicable):______________________________________________________________________________
Street

City

State

Zip Code

Telephone: ___________________________________Parent Name: ________________________________
Home

Cell

33

Grab the paper towel and dry your hands. Then use the paper
towel to turn off the faucet, and throw the paper away. At
home, you can use a cloth towel and use bare hands to turn off
the faucet.

Step 5 – Dry off your hands.

Point your hands down into the sink so that the soap runs
from your wrists to your fingertips. Make sure all the soap
comes off.

Step 4 – Rinse off your hands.

Lather up for at least 20 seconds. Sing the “Happy Hand
Washing” song twice, the alphabet song, or the version of “If
You’re Happy and You Know It” in this guide. The 20 seconds
will seem to fly by!

Step 3 – Sing while you wash!

Rub your palms, the back of your hands, in between your
fingers, and under your nails. Quickly dip your hands under
the running water to make more bubbles and suds.

Turn one palm up flat under the soap nozzle and pump out
some soap with your other hand. Or wet the bar of soap. Then
rub the soap between your palms to make bubbles.

Get your hands wet by quickly running both hands under the
warm water.

Step 2 – Wet your hands and soap up.

Turn on the warm water. If you have 2 faucets, turn on the
cold first and then the hot until the water is warm.

Step 1 – Turn on the warm water and let it run.

Do you know the right way to wash your hands?
Take these 5 simple steps to good hygiene.

5 Steps to
Good Hand Washing!

Handout #13

Handout #12

• Praise children when they practice these ways to stop germs
in their tracks.

• Set a good example.

Follow up with your children to make sure they follow the rules
of good hygiene:

Step 3: Remind your children to use good hygiene.

• Use hand gel or hand wipes.

No soap around?

• Count slowly to 20. Or wash long enough to sing the
“Happy Hand Washing” song twice or our special
version of “If You’re Happy and You Know It.”

How long is 20 seconds?

Wash your hands with soap and warm water. Do it for 20 seconds.

Step 2: Clean your hands often. Teach your children to
do the same

• Your sleeve (elbow) or shirt (shoulder)

No tissue? Cough or sneeze into:

How? Cough or sneeze into a tissue and then throw it away.

Step 1: Cover your mouth and nose when you cough or sneeze.
Teach your children to do the same.

What can you do to stop the spread of germs?
Take these 3 simple steps today!

People who have the flu usually cough, sneeze, and have a runny
nose. This makes droplets with virus in them. Other people can
get the flu by breathing in these droplets or getting them in their
nose or mouth. You can also get the flu by touching a hard surface such
as a desk, doorknob, phone, or toy that has germs on it from a cough or
sneeze and then touching your eyes, mouth, or nose before you wash your
hands. We know that some viruses and bacteria (germs) can live for 2 or
more hours on these hard surfaces.

People catch the flu by:

How germs spread

Help Your Child
Be a Germ Stopper!

MARCH/APR
2020
Fri.
Wed.
Thurs.
Mon.

9

Tues.

10

11

12

13
Super Bee
Assembly 8:30 am
in the Covd Court

16

17

18

19

20

SPRING BREAK
23

24

25

26

27

KUHIO DAY
NO SCHOOL

30

31

APRIL 1

2

3
PTA Imiloa Night
5-8 pm at Imiloa
Astronomy Center

6

7

8

9

EASTER CRAFT
NIGHT 5-6 PM
IN THE CAFETERIA

10
GOOD FRIDAY
NO SCHOOL

Consider the PTA Board
One of the best examples of being an ackve member of our school community and shaping students’ learning experience on
campus is through the PTA Board. Please consider lending your kme and talents to such a worthy cause. If you are interested in
serving on the PTA Board next school year, please contact current President, Chriskne Gumbs, or Principal O’Brien at 974-4855.
Please help us to conknue our legacy of parent involvement in furthering the educakon of our children.

