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Secondary Education - Maintaining Our
Focus on Literacy and Language
Instructional Leadership Teams forge ahead with Literacy across all content areas.
The GGUSD 7-12 Instructional Leadership
Teams (ILT) came together on September
27th and October 4th in the Edgar MPR to
continue the important work of literacy and
academic language. ILT members from all
18 secondary schools explored how to
meaningfully infuse the Literacy Domains
of Reading, Writing, Listening and
Speaking, and Language into instruction as
a means to build content knowledge.

ILT MEMBERS FROM PACIFICA CREATE A PLAN FOR MEASURING EFFICACY OF THEIR
LITERACY STRATEGIES ACROSS ALL CONTENT AREAS.

In this third year with a literacy focus, ILT
members, along with administrators, reviewed district and site data to examine progress, areas of growth, and
areas of need in regard to literacy and academic language support. Additionally, ILT members were
introduced to the new GGUSD Literacy in Practice tool and utilized rubrics to reflect on and monitor literacy
implementation. Lastly, ILT members created a site-specific tool as a means to further gauge their site’s
progress toward literacy goals. Instructional Leadership Teams across the secondary schools will continue the
powerful work around literacy throughout this school year, as they share their work back at the sites in order to
best support students in their journey toward college and career success.

History Social Science
As the 2018-2019 school year gets underway, History-Social Science teachers have
undertaken the exciting work of textbook/materials adoption. All core courses,
including World History (grades 7 and 10), United States History (grades 8 and 11),
Civics (grade 12), and Economics (grade 12) have embarked on the pilot process.
During Super Week, teachers attended publisher trainings from pilot publishers
McGraw-Hill and Pearson. As students experience the pilot materials, Consults
will continue to meet throughout the school year to evaluate the curriculum, with
the goal of making a final recommendation for adoption to the GGUSD School
Board in late winter, 2019. Additionally, History-Social Science elective and
Advanced Placement courses are previewing available materials and preparing to
INTERMEDIATE PILOT TEACHERS EAGERLY
make recommendations as well. This truly is an exciting time to be a HistoryLEARN ABOUT NEW MATERIALS.
Social Science teacher!
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Content Area Highlights

GROUP PICTURE WITH LEADERSHIP (2018 PARTICIPANTS)PANORAMIC PICTURE INCLUDES DR. MAFI, LEADERSHIP, ADMIN, TEACHERS, AND COUNSELORS.

AVID/Self-Regulatory
This past June, over a hundred fifty content and AVID teachers participated in professional learning at AVID’s Summer
Institute in Anaheim. Teachers engaged with strategies to support college and career readiness for ALL students. During
Super Week, teachers attended sessions that addressed literacy across content including strategies supporting focused
note-taking, data analysis, and collaborative study groups.

Science
Science is in the second year of implementation of the Next
Generation Science Standards (NGSS). Teachers are using new
unit plans developed last year by the NGSS consult; however, they
will not be piloting new textbooks until Fall of 2019. Many
teachers attended Super Week sessions focused on supporting implementation,
including: science and engineering practices, backwards planning, and two
strategies called out in the science framework: modeling and claim-evidencereasoning. In addition, after school workshops and PLCs are being offered each
month to facilitate collective learning and collaboration.

SCIENCE TEACHERS ENGAGING IN INQUIRY AND
HANDS-ON LEARNING TO SUPPORT DEEPER
UNDERSTANDING OF CONTENT AND REAL-WORLD
CONNECTIONS.

Physical Education
Physical Education teachers came together during Super Week 2018 to collaborate on a Physical Education Resource
Binder (draft for 2018-19). Participants heard directly from the major contributors the rationale behind creating the
resources as well as the vision to continue to develop the resources
during the 2018-2019 school year, after which online versions of the
resources will be made available. This project has been, and will
continue to be, a truly collaborative effort as multiple PE Teachers
from our secondary school sites continue to
contribute to these resources to make them
relevant and comprehensive tools for Secondary
Physical Education.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION INSTRUCTIONAL LEADERS, KATRINA KERSHAW (LAHS) AND JOI STEWART (IRVINE INTERMEDIATE), PRESENT
NEW PHYSICAL EDUCATION RESOURCE NOTEBOOKS TO SECONDARY PHYSICAL EDUCATION TEACHERS DURING SUPER WEEK 2018.
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Math
To better support student success in mathematics, math teachers from all 7-12
intermediate school sites participated in two days of professional learning centered
around supporting academic language in the math classroom. Teachers engaged in
a professional learning experience which included a model lesson and opportunities
to integrate language practice and support into daily lessons. These same teachers
reconvened at their sites to see a demonstration lesson with students and
collaborated with colleagues to plan an upcoming lesson that embeds academic
language support and practice. Incorporating reading, writing, speaking/listening
and critical thinking into mathematics provides students opportunities to develop
literacy while deepening their comprehension. Teachers in GGUSD are highly
dedicated to preparing students for life beyond high school!

MATH TEACHERS COMPLETE A TASK
ANALYSIS FOR A MATH LESSON.

World Language
We are excited to share that World Language teachers have
begun implementing the newly adopted program materials. French,
Spanish, and Vietnamese language teachers attended initial
implementation professional development sessions to investigate print
and digital program resources that support the 3 modes of
communication: Interpersonal, Interpretive,
SPANISH LANGUAGE TEACHERS EXPLORING DIGITAL RESOURCES FOR THE NEWLY ADOPTED
Presentational. Further, World Language
PROGRAM, AUTENTICO, DURING THE INITIAL IMPLEMENTATION PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT.
Pacing Consults and Workgroup Members will continue
to meet throughout this academic year to develop draft pacing guides that meet the needs of our students and align to
current expectations and standards. We want to express our gratitude to all World Language teachers for their
commitment throughout the textbook implementation process.

ELA/ELD
The newly expanded Integrated/Designated
ELD Pacing Consult met in October with the
addition of Core ELA teachers. Consult
members studied the ELA/ELD Framework in
order to create a common understanding of
Integrated and Designated ELD,
ELA/ELD TEACHERS DISCUSS IMPLICATIONS OF
as well as to ground their work
THE ELA/ELD FRAMEWORK ON PACING.
moving forward. Through a
series of readings and discussions,
Consult members had the opportunity to dive deep into the concept that
comprehensive ELA/ELD instruction supports the dual obligation of the
standards: Language and Content. Once this foundation and common
understanding was established, Consult members moved forward with
generating Designated ELD pacing guides for each ELD course. The
Integrated/Designated ELD Pacing Consult will continue their work on
ELA/ELD TEACHERS WORK THROUGH DEFINING
DESIGNATED AND INTEGRATED ELD.
January 10, 2019 at Hare High School.
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Special Education
Inside/Edge pacing guides for English SE and Reading courses have been
revised in order to highlight the domains of literacy. Specific writing projects
have been called out by genre (argumentative, narrative, and informational/
explanatory) each quarter. In addition, the number of texts per unit has been
reduced in order for teachers to delve deeper into select texts, providing
students more time to utilize academic language and content vocabulary.
Also, at least one Moderate-to-Severe teacher per site met for the MS Health
Workgroup in order to identify changes within the
California Healthy Youth Act and create modified lessons,
TEACHERS WORKING TOGETHER TO MODIFY LESSONS THAT ARE DEVELOPMENTALLY
utilizing General Education resources and embedding
APPROPRIATE FOR STUDENTS IN MODERATE-TO-SEVERE CLASSES.
academic language supports.

Visual and Performing Arts
7-12 VAPA teachers are busy engaging students in the creative
process through multiple disciplines including visual art, dance,
theater, and music. Many of them are in the middle of preparing
students for upcoming competitions, festivals, shows, and more. In
some cases, the work they are doing may not be showcased in
public, but the magic in the classroom is impacting students
tremendously. Last year, GGUSD brought on two new teachers to
bring music instruction to our 7-12 M/S students across the
district. Students receive weekly 30 minute music lessons from
STUDENTS AT IRVINE INTERMEDIATE ADD MOVEMENT
credentialed music teachers that allow them to explore music
TO SONG IN THEIR WEEKLY MUSIC LESSON.
making, movement, composition and more. We're excited to
continue building this new program and to continue providing opportunities for ALL students to express their
creativity.

Committed to College Going Culture
District-wide initiatives continue to support lifelong success for GGUSD students.
The 7-12 Counseling Team had their first meetings of the 2018-19 school year and had the opportunity to work on
California Colleges Guidance Initiative (CCGI) lessons. The 2018-19 Implementation Plan was reviewed with the
teams and Counselors are excited to work with students providing opportunities to research careers and maximize
their success after high school. CCGI provides students with
an all-inclusive guide for their college and career paths and
is aligned to GGUSD’s goal three, lifelong success.

7-12 COUNSELORS MEET TO WORK COLLABORATIVELY ON
CCGI INITIATIVE LESSONS.

Currently, seniors are working on their CSU applications and
we are excited to share that as a partner district with CCGI,
students can now upload transcript data with a click of a
button! In addition to other district endeavors, such as PSAT
day for sophomores and juniors and Princeton Review SAT/
ACT preparation classes, this solidifies our commitment to
strengthening our college-going culture in GGUSD.
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