ISSUE 13

SEPTEMBER 2019

the

Pathways Phoenix
In this Issue:
• Directors Updates,

from Executive
Director Sara Jordan
• Guidance Counselor

Update
• Awareness Events

Directors Update

• Tech/CTE Update
• Book Review

By Sara Jordan, Executive Director
Welcome Pathways Families!
Another fall has found us and is guiding us along the path back to school.
By now, you have heard from your child’s Independent Study Teacher and
likely have selected courses and classes and made your initial plan. We
know that this “start-up” cycle has a steep curve and we want to do all that
we can to support you and your student to start off right this fall semester.

• Enrollment
• Student Services

Update
• Library
• Sonoma Regional

Update

How to stay connected
We know it can be challenging to stay connected to school when you are
not visiting a physical campus everyday. We work hard to provide up-todate information using the following tools:
 Our website







Regional eBulletins (all parents are registered when they enroll their child)

Student/Parent Portal
Facebook
Relationship with your child’s IST
Newsletters like this one 

Calendar
Under the tab “Contact US” we have both a live School-Wide google
calendar and a pdf version of the full year. If you use the Google calendar,
be sure to check the box in front of the region where you live so that those
events populate on the calendar.
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Speaking of the portal
We now have a link on our website to the student/parent portal. Look in the upper righthand corner. All parents and students should have received an email with your current login information. Teachers can also access your information if needed. Through the portalyou can access: class grades and assignments, transcripts and report cards, online classes
in Buzz, household data form, and more. Also- exciting news that later this month- the
RegOnline log-in will merge with the portal for a single-sign on!!

Parent training video series
We know that teaching your children at home requires planning and preparation. In order
to better support parents, we are developing launching a series of videos about the home
learning environment. The first video, featuring yours truly (be kind- I hate how I look on
film) is now posted to our website. To check it out, go to Parents/Students - Training TK8-- and look in the sidebar on the right-hand side for the video link. I hope it is helpful.
Breakfast Program
Beginning in Fall 2019, Pathways will serve
breakfast to students who qualify for free or
reduced lunch. To determine if your child qualifies,
please complete the household data form in
RegOnline or your Portal account. After we review

your confidential form, we will mail letters to
qualifying families. If your child is eligible for a
free breakfast they may access one on any day
that they are at one of our learning centers
(pre-scheduled for 2 hours or more for
classes/activities).
This project is supported by Raley’s Extra Credit Program through a grant to help fund food
purchases. Please contact your regional learning center for details on your regional program.

Student Gmail Accounts
For grades 6th-12th, many teachers and
class instructors use your child's Pathways'
Gmail account for communication. Be sure
that your child has set up their Gmail
account and checks their email daily. This
is a great resource for staying connected
with your teacher and the school.
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Permissions
To update your child’s permission related
to photos, computer access,
communication formats etc, please go to
Parent/Students- Forms and Resourcesand select release/permissions
update/change form from the sidebar.

Welcome new department chairs
This fall two of our high school departments will have new department chairs. Please
welcome AnnMarie Ginella as our new English Chair and Nora Plofker-Ray as our math
chair. They are both excited to begin these roles and support high school students and
staff! To contact a department chair, please visit our website Academics- Curriculum 9-12
and look for the photo and email address of each chair on the subject pages on the right
sidebar.
Welcome new hires
This





fall we are excited to welcome several new staff members, including:
Gloria Gonzalez, Solano/Napa Library Tech
Ellen Mattesi, Sonoma Art Instructor
Sharon Payne, Solano/Napa IST
Vince Hamilton, School Psychologist

Sharon has been with us for several years now, serving as our Solano/Napa library tech.
Over the last couple of years she has diligently been working on her teaching credential. In
June 2019, she graduated with her teaching credential and has chosen to continue
working with us. We are truly excited to continue working with her and wish her very well
in her first year teaching with Pathways!
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We’re here to support student/parent needs! Visit the Pathways website’s ADVISING tab.
Find resources or schedule an appointment from our page!







Academic Advising
College Information
Financial Aid Information
JC Jumpstart Support/Dual enrollment information
Career Exploration
Other Paths Beyond Pathways

Meet your counselor and support staff!

Alyssa Payne
Student Services Generalist
Email: alyssa.payne@pathwayscharter.org

Naomi Yedlosky
Guidance Coordinator
Email: naomi.yedlosky@pathwayscharter.org

4

ISSUE 13

SEPTEMBER 2019

Orientations, G:Suite, and Tablets
Regional High School Orientations the week of September 3rd are VERY
IMPORTANT! Students will be guided through setting up their G:Suite to
maximize efficiency, and students taking BUZZ online classes and/or
receiving a T-Mobile Android tablet will have sessions to help them get
started. Please check your regional calendar on the website to make sure
you attend your orientation and assessment days.

CTE Classes
Are you a high school student interested in art, technology, or building your resume with
certifications? Consider taking one of our Fall CTE classes. All CTE classes are offered online.

Help Desk Digital Literacy A - Great for all HS students, this class will help prepare students for a
myriad of career options through learning how to safely use and operate technology in an office or
workplace setting.
Media Arts Computer Graphics & Media A - Great for all HS students, this class will bring out your
inner artist and introduce you to many different forms of digital art and design.
Leadership - Great for all HS students, this class gives you the opportunity to develop leadership
skills, participate in the job shadow program in January, and earn your G:Suite student certification.
Tech and Online Support
Students should use this google calendar to schedule an online appointment for support with loaner
devices, BUZZ, or other tech/CTE support during the school year.
Welcome Back for the 2019-20 School Year!
Brenda Peterson
IT/CTE Coordinator
brenda.peterson@pathwayscharter.org or
tech@pathwayscharter.org
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Dreamers
By: Yuyi Morales
Winner of the 2019 Pura Belpré Illustrator Award!
A New York Times / New York Public Library Best
Illustrated Book of 2018

In 1994, Yuyi Morales left her home in Xalapa,
Mexico and came to the US with her infant son. She
left behind nearly everything she owned, but she
didn’t come empty-handed.
She brought her strength, her work, her passion, her
hopes and dreams. . . and her stories. Caldecott
Honor artist and six-time Pura Belpré winner Yuyi Morales’s gorgeous picture book Dreamers is
about making a home in a new place. Yuyi and her son Kelly’s passage was not easy, and Yuyi
spoke no English whatsoever at the time. But together, they found an unexpected, unbelievable
place: the public library. There, book by book, they untangled the language of this strange new land,
and learned to make their home within it.
Dreamers is a celebration of what migrants bring with them when they leave their homes. It’s a story
about family. And it’s a story to remind us that we are all dreamers, bringing our own gifts wherever
we roam. Beautiful and powerful at any time but given particular urgency as the status of our own
Dreamers becomes uncertain, this is a story that is both topical and timeless.

Enrollment Update
We are still enrolling for
Fall 2019! Don’t be shy
about referring friends.
Have them connect with
us on our website or on
our Facebook page.
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Student Services Department
Elizabeth Sanchez, Student Services Coordinator
Welcome to Pathways Charter School! We are so happy that you have chosen to attend Pathways. As the student
services coordinator, my job is to oversee the Special Education Department, 504 plans, English Language Learners, and
provide instructional support/guidance to teachers or students who qualify for services.
For students with IEPs we have a skilled support team to provide services to students. We just hired a new psychologist,
Vince Hamiliton, who comes to Pathways with 30+ years’ experience. We are very excited to have him as part of our
team. Davida Elsbree will continue to serve Sonoma County students as the Educational Specialist. Davida has been at
Pathways for many years and has long established relationships with our students, families, and teachers. Janet Van
Winkle will serve as Educational Specialist in Marin, Solano, and Napa Counties. Lastly, Barry Vejby is our speech
language pathologist who serves Sonoma County along with our on-line providers via Presence Learning.
I look forward to meeting all of our new students and their parents. If you have any concerns or questions you may call
me, email me or schedule a time to meet with me at elizabeth.sanchez@pathwayscharter.org; 707-585-6518.

Welcome to the Pathways Regional library!
We have two locations and are excited to welcome
parents and teachers alike to come in and browse our
collection.
This year we are excited to welcome our new
Solano/Napa library tech Gloria Gonzalez!
Sonoma Branch

Stop by and
say hi!

Located in our Rohnert Park Office

Monday: 11:30 – 2:30
Thursday: 11:30 – 2:30
Solano Branch
Located in our Vallejo Office

Monday – Thursday
9:00 – 12:00 & 1:00-3:00
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A great big, warm welcome to our new and returning Pathways families! We hope your
summer break was filled with all the things your heart desired! I can’t wait to see you all at
the Learning Center! As always, feel free to reach out with any questions or concerns you
might have. cheryl.townsend@pathwayscharter.org
Kindest Regards,
Principal Cheryl
Orientations and Assessments Grades 7-12, September 3rd-6th
We are excited to start the year with an opportunity for our older students to get a chance
to meet each other and learn the particulars of independent study. IST’s will provide
students with a schedule of events and important information. Orientations are
mandatory for all 7th-12th grade students.
Assessments/Orientation 9th-12th - Tuesday and Wednesday Sept 3rd-4th
Assessments/Orientation 7th-8th - Thursday and Friday Sept 5th-6th
Learning Center Classes
All Rohnert Park Learning Center classes start the week of September 9th.
Picture Days
Picture days for portraits and ID cards will be held Wednesday and Thursday October 9th 10th. We will be using Mugsy Clicks which offers online purchase of portrait packages. All
students will receive a free ID card.
Rohnert Park Library Parent/Student Hours – Our library is an excellent resource for
families new and experienced at finding good learning materials. Our library is open to
parents and students at the following days and times or by appointment. Mondays
11:30am-1:30pm Thursdays 11:30am-2:00pm
Back-to-School Skate Party!
Thursday September 26th, 2:00pm-4:00pm Cal Skate, 6100 Commerce Blvd, Rohnert Park
Open to all Pathways students and their families. See the eBulletin or Contact Julie Carter
for details at julie.carter@pathwayscharter.org.

Are you interested in taking the SAT or ACT?
For information and registration details please
visit the Advising page on our website or
contact the Guidance Coordinator directly.
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October Awareness Events

Each month we take time to recognize and celebrate cultural awareness events and
activities.

Talk to your IST for ideas and reccomendations on ways to integrate this months cultural awareness into your
assignments.

Every October, schools and other organization across the country join STOMP OUT Bullying in observing
National Bullying Prevention Awareness Month. The goal of these activities is to encourage and empower
students to work together to stop bullying and cyberbullying. We encourage students and staff join in and
actively participate in this effort to increase awareness of this issue that negatively affects our students.
How can you participate in the simple, but powerful, activities?


Monday, October 1st: Go Blue! Students and staff are encouraged to wear blue to show support
against bullying.
 The week of October 8th: Be a leader and meet a new friend. Take action to engage with other
students and talk to a student that you don’t already know. Challenge others to be kind.
 The week of October 15th: Be Kind. Go out of your way to speak and act positively to others.
Write an encouraging note or give a compliment. We will have a “Kindness Wall” set up for
students to leave encouraging notes on.
 The week of October 22nd: No one eats alone. Make sure to include fellow students and support
each other with friendship and kindness. Take time to learn about each other.
To learn more visit: https://stompoutbullying.org/
9
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Tennessee Valley GGNRA

Happy Late Summer and Welcome Back!
Our Learning Center is gearing up for action, teachers are starting their initial meetings with families, and the
official first day of school will be here in just two weeks.
Please read on for some important calendar reminders, as well as updates about our middle and high school
orientation days, learning center classes, and fall ice cream social. As always, if you have any questions or
concerns, please check with your teacher.

First Day of School: Tuesday 9/3
High School Orientation
Back-to-School Ice Cream Social
Tuesday 9/3 from 9:30am1pm and Thursday 9/5 from 9:30am-1pm

Friday 9/6 from 12:30-2pm, Marinwood Park
in San Rafael

Middle School Orientation
First Day of Learning Center Classes
Monday 9/9: Grades 6-8
Tuesday 9/10: Grades 9-12
Wednesday 9/11: Grades K-5

Wednesday 9/4 from 9:30am-1pm

San Rafael Learning Center Class Information
Our fall class schedules are posted to the Marin pages at the Pathways website, with links to class
descriptions, how to register, and the add/drop form for K-8. Teachers will manage the high school
class registrations for their students after consultation with students and parents.
Welcome to our new Marin teacher, Christine Bendik!
Christine has been an IST and class instructor out of our Rohnert Park site for several years. This
year she'll be dividing her time between Sonoma and Marin, and we're excited to welcome her to
San Rafael.
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Dear Families,
Summer is over and school is back in session! Here are a few updates and reminders for families regarding resources,
assessments, and more.












Orientations and Assessments: This year we will be holding orientation and assessments during the first week of
school. Who needs to attend? All students in grades 6-12 are expected to attend. High school students will
attend on both September 3rd and 5th. Middle School students will attend on both September 4th and 6th. What
will they be doing? Student Orientation topics will include: General independent study overview and student
expectations; Math curriculum overview; Google Apps; BUZZ overview; etc. All students will take fall
benchmark assessments on the second day.
Parents will have webinar trainings within first few weeks of school and are not expected to attend the student
orientation.
Breakfast Program at Learning Centers: Beginning in Fall 2019, Pathways will serve breakfast to students who
qualify for free or reduced lunch. To determine if you child qualifies, please complete the household data form
in RegOnline or your Portal account. If your child is eligible for a free breakfast they may access one on any
day during which they are at one of our learning centers (pre-scheduled for 2 hours or more for
classes/activities). Below is a brief description of how our meal program will be served at the Vallejo site. Each
breakfast consists of a grain, fruit, and milk such as a cereal box, apple juice, and 2% milk. Qualifying students
who elect to participate will be given a unique student ID card and must present it to center manager Alyssa
Payne to request their meal. Breakfast will be served from 9:00 to 9:25, Monday through Friday.
Website: Have you seen our website? We have loaded lots of resources for your review and convenience. We
even have a brand new training video! Please take some time to review these helpful resources.
Drop off/Pick up procedures: Please remember, we share our building with other tenants. As a courtesy, and at
the request of the landlord, do not stop or wait in front of the double glass doors to drop off/pick up students.
Drop-off/Pick-up students only along the building towards the dumpster. If waiting for your student, pull into a
parking stall.
History Fair: We will be having a History Fair this year. Students in grades 6-11th grade are expected to
participate. Students are engage in learning and get the opportunity to share their projects, research skills, and
practice oral presentation skills. History Fair packets will be given to students during LP 2. Look for an
eBulletin with more information on this event!
Stomp Out Bullying: Every October, schools and other organization across the country join STOMP OUT
Bullying in observing National Bullying Prevention Awareness Month. The goal of these activities is to
encourage and empower students to work together to stop bullying and cyberbullying. We encourage students
and staff join in and actively participate in this effort to increase awareness of this issue that negatively impacts
our students. An ebulletin will be sent out with more information.
Upcoming Events/Dates to remember:
End of LP1: Oct. 11th
Great Shake Out: Oct. 17th
Halloween dress up: Oct. 30th & 31st
Veterans Day: No School: Nov. 12th
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Let’s Go on a Field Trip!

Back to School
Celebration
@ Cal Skate
★Thursday,
★ 2:00
★ 6100

September 26

– 4:00 p.m.

Commerce Blvd, Rohnert Park

ALL Pathways’ Students & Parents Free
Quad Skates Provided
Guests $6.50
In-Line Skate Rental $4
Announcements of field trips are sent out to all e-bulletins and posted on our website! Registration
information is also made available online. Don’t delay, RSVP soon so you don’t miss out on these wonderful
opportunities.








Check out our first few scheduled field trips of the 2019-2020 school year!
WildCare Animal Refuge – Marin (September 20)
Angel Island Ferry (Tiburon) and Immigration Station Tour (September 27)
Apple Pressing and Luther Burbank Farm – Sebastopol (October 1)
Sturgeon's Mill – Sebastopol (October 10)
Tolay Fall Festival – Petaluma (October 16)
LBC Sewam American Indian Dance Company (October 22)

Questions?
julie.carter@pathwayscharter.org
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The Great Central U.S. ShakeOut is an annual opportunity to
practice how to be safer during big earthquakes: “Drop, Cover,
and Hold on!”. On October 17th, at 10:17 am, Pathways will
participate in a school-wide earthquake safety drill to promote
earthquake safety awareness. All students and staff on campus
will participate.
For more resources and information on how you can prepare your
home and family for an earthquake, please visit:
https://www.shakeout.org/centralus/index.html

Back to School
Author Unknown

The first day of school
Not sure what’s in store
A brand new teacher
And a whole lot more
Making new friends
And seeing old ones too
What will we learn?
I haven’t a clue
Will we learn about animals?
Or outer space?
Will we learn to be writers?
Or in gym will we race?
I have so many questions
About how this year will be
A brand new adventure
We’ll just wait and see
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