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A “Happily Ever After” for The Stanner Players’ Season
This year’s spring
musical Once Upon A
Mattress was absolutely amazing. The cast continues
to impress everyone with their stellar performances.
Once Upon a Mattress is the story of a Queen who is
searching for a true Princess of Royal blood to marry
her son, Prince Dauntless. She declares no one in the
Kingdom can wed until she finds a suitable wife for
her son. The Queen creates impossible tests, which all
twelve applicants fail. Members of the Royal Court, Sir
Harry and Lady Larkin, are affected the most by the
Queen’s new rule. They need to get married because
Lady Larkin is with child. Sir Harry sets out to find
a Princess and returns with Princess Winnifred. The
Queen didn’t like Princess Winnifred and gave her
the hardest Royalty test of all. The Queen gave her a
sensitivity test. A pea was to be placed under twenty
mattresses, and if the Princess couldn’t sleep she
would prove her royalty. The Queen did everything
possible to make her tired before bedtime. Despite
how difficult the test was, Princess Winnifred passed.
Princess Winnifred’s royalty is proven, allowing her
and Prince Dauntless to live happily ever after.
“Spanish Panic” and “Happily Every After” were
two of my favorite scenes. The acting was great, and
this cast can really sing! Anthony Autera ‘19, who
played the King, and Molly McGuinness ‘22, the
Princess, had the audience laughing hysterically.
I worked backstage with the running crew during
Once Upon A Mattress. We were responsible for all
set changes. Being a member of the running crew
made me appreciate the musical even more because
I witnessed their hard work first-hand. All of the
Stanner Players came to rehearsal with a positive
mindset, ready to perform. The cast and crew

by Kamara Nyahuma ‘21

Lifting The Princess, Photo by Jennifer Marry ‘19.
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dedicated their time and effort to put on the best
show possible. It takes a special kind of person to get
through an eight hour dress rehearsal with a smile on
their face.
The entire cast is very talented and I hope they
know their Molloy family is proud. For our seniors,
this was their last show. They most definitely went out
with a bang! “There’s nothing more exhilarating than
that first view of the audience. From our ‘backstage’,
hearing them chatter before the lights come down
gives me butterflies. Then when I finally step on stage,
I’m overcome with joy. That feeling of joy, a warmness
in my heart, takes all the butterflies away, and replaces
it with pure bliss,” said Sarah Quispe ‘19.
I’d like to give a shoutout to the awesome stage
managers: Alex Celedon ‘19, Taylor Garcia-Lawson ‘19,
and Tatiana Egas ‘22. They did a great job instructing
the running crew, or should I say the “Theater Ninjas”
as Sydney Bryant ‘19 likes to call us. All of the set
changes went smoothly. Finally, on behalf of all the
Stanner Players, thank you Ms.Winters! None of
this would have been possible without your theater
magic. Thank you for providing a safe and welcoming
environment for students to express themselves. You
have created a second home for your students. “The
Stanner Players are more than a family, we are home.
Just being in the presence of everyone always fills me
with joy because it’s never a dull moment with any of
us,” said Vanessa Diaz ‘19. The Stanner Players is a
wonderful program. If you feel there is a desire to
act burgeoning in you, don’t delay another minute.
Join the group immediately. Your hidden talents will
be revealed. The spring musical Once Upon a Mattress
was one for the books. Everyone on that stage really
shined, and I hope you all treasured the experience.

Spirit Week: Another Year of Fun and Success!
by Nikita Persaud ‘21
This year’s Spirit Week brought
Molloy’s students together to celebrate
their school pride. It also allowed
students to express themselves through
enjoyable dress downs and friendly
competitions between grades. This
year the freshmen tried to climb to
victory with the most points, but the
seniors were victorious. The freshmen
came in second, juniors were third, and
sophomores were last.
During Spirit Week, each grade raised
money for a special cause. Freshmen
donated to Autism Awareness,
sophomores donated to cardiovascular
disease research, juniors donated to
animal cruelty awareness, and seniors
donated to Crohn’s Disease research.
Students also created posters for their
causes for the Poster Contest, which
the sophomores won.
There were also other contests and
activities for students to participate in.
On Monday, students dressed as jocks
or nerds and showed their “athlete”
or “mathlete” spirit. The first activity
was the Amazing Stanner Race, where
teams searched for clues around the
school to finish the game. Students also
had to find the one lie teachers told in
2 Truths 1 Lie contest on Monday and
Tuesday. On Tuesday, each grade wore
a different color (freshmen wore pink,
sophomores wore green, juniors wore
red, and seniors wore blue), and they
also participated in the Stanner Spirit
Games after school featuring the tug

of war. Much to everyone’s surprise,
the juniors upset the seniors in tug of
war! On Wednesday, students dressed
up as their favorite celebrity, character,
or meme, or in the style of their favorite
decade. The Ralph DeChiaro Theater
was beaming with talented singers from
the Yale A Capella group known as
Something Extra.
Although many students tried
to win, no one was able to match
freshman Pablo Ortega, who was
able to guess the exact amount of
candies in Wednesday’s Candy Count
competition. On Thursday, students
wore their fitness apparel, and after
school headed to the Jack Curran Gym
for an energetic session of Zumba led
by Ms. Murdocca and the Dance Team.
The last contest was the Faculty Head
Match, which involved matching bald
heads to the right teachers. To end this
fun-filled week, students were able to
chill out in their pajamas during classes,
but the only catch was that they weren’t
allowed to sleep.
According to an Instagram poll
conducted by The Stanner, most
students enjoyed Pajama Day because
they were very comfortable and relaxed
throughout the day. They also enjoyed
dressing down because it gave them
a chance to express themselves and
to see others express themselves too.
They also suggested that Celebrity/
Character/Meme/Decades Day should
be two separate days and that there
should be Twin Day and a day where

students dress up as teachers. One
thing that disappointed students was
the removal of the “Lip Sync Battle”
and most students want it to come
back for next year’s Spirit Week, but
students were still happy to participate
in Zumba.
Overall, Spirit Week was a great week,
and everyone is looking forward to
what’s in store for next year!

Photos by Daniel Ramirez ‘20, Isabella Fazio ‘19, Nyah Balram ‘19,
Kaaya Withanachchi ‘20, Jolene Ayroso ‘20, and Sofia Drobinko ‘22.

Stanners Strut Their Stuff At First Fashion Show
by Lauren Klein ‘19, Editor-in-Chief; Photos by Ms. McGrade.
Throughout Molloy’s history, many great men have walked the halls
of Stanner High and brought their values into the world. Some wellknown and successful alumni include: astronaut Dr. Charles J. Camarda
‘70, Olympian Kevin Joyce ‘69, Survivor winner Tom Westman ‘82,
two-time NBA Champion Kenny Smith ‘83, and FDNY Chief Peter
Hayden ’64 just to name a few. Girls have been part of the Molloy
population for only a short period of time – just shy of twenty years
– but in that time extraordinary alumnae have walked out of Molloy’s
doors and brought their own passions and talents into the world .
On March 24, 2019, the first annual Molloy Fashion Show was
not only a room overflowing with amazing men and women, but
also a prime example of proper empowerment for girls. In a society
that seems to only value women for their looks, the theme of the
fashion show reminded us that the intelligence and character behind
the outfit is most important. The event consisted of a wide range of
activities including a silent auction, prize raffle, and a 50/50 raffle. The
highlight of the afternoon was watching the students and faculty of
Molloy walk the runway. Showcasing a variety of business attire, the
ladies and gentlemen that volunteered their time to model absolutely
owned the stage.
Joanne Satin played a critical role in tying this event together.
This Molloy parent and textile designer devoted so much time and
energy for the occasion. From booking the designers, to delivering the
clothing, and returning all the materials, Ms. Satin was responsible for
the beautiful clothing displayed. The most-featured designers ranged
from Curete Collection and Donna Degnan, to eco-friendly brands
such as Habitat Clothes and Minan Wong who are committed to
keeping their clothes organic. Other designers included: Abbey Glass,
Everly, F.H. Clothing Co., Heydari, and Niche.
Us Stanners, we’re a family. Additionally, the women of Molloy join
a unique type of sisterhood. A bond consisting of empowerment,
equality, and unconditional support. The young women that first
walked the halls, paved the way for future students and continue to
set an example of courage and bravery. Say a quick thank you to Ms.
Kobinski ‘04, Ms. Rayappa ‘04, and Ms. Pastore ‘04 the next time you
see them.
This article would not be complete without expressing gratitude to
the dedicated female faculty that have been an inspiration to not only
decades of alumni, but recent generations of alumnae and current
students. They have set an example of eloquence, intelligence, and
kindness. A special thank you to outstanding women like Ms. Safrey,
Ms. Henning, and Ms. Gannon. And of course, people over the years
that have offered their unrelenting support and have helped push
this message even farther. That message being: a woman at work is
unstoppable.
Thank you to everyone who not only organized this wonderful
event, but who continues to be outstanding role models for future
generations. The world truly isn’t ready for the next wave of Stanner
alumnae coming their way.

International Fair Takes Visitors Around The World
by Esther Kim ‘20 & Noordeep Kaur ‘20

On Sunday, March 10th, Molloy held its annual
International Fair. Students and their families,
faculty, and other guests were welcomed by a wide
variety of ethnic cuisines and cultural performances.
The traditional foods and performances allowed
visitors to learn about and interact with each of
Molloy’s cultural clubs.
Dishes from various clubs were brought in by
members and alumni of each club. Every dish
played a significant role for their respective cultures
and traditions, and many were considered staples
of their nation. While the dishes were available in
the cafeteria, performances took place in one of

Molloy’s Jack Curran Gym, which allowed a natural
flow to the event as visitors could participate by
watching performances and visiting booths without
disruptions. America, Italy, Ireland, France, and
Asian countries were among those that had booths
in which representatives of each club informed the
visitors about the traditions and unique aspects of
their culture. In addition, numerous booths offered
stickers, beaded necklaces, and held entertaining
activities. For example, Asian Club had a chopsticks
game in which the goal was to use chopsticks to
transfer a set number of gummy bears into a bowl,
and the person with the shortest time interval won.

This year the Indian Club and the Afro-Caribbean
Club gave brilliant performances! The choreography
of each performance was inspired by the traditional
moves of that culture. Indian Club performed their
customary Bollywood dance and had new additions
of a West Indian performance and Bhangra. The
Afro-Caribbean Club also gave a lively performance
of an energetic song that created a very pleasant
atmosphere. Their performance was very powerful
and at the same time very soulful. Their voices
blended beautifully with the song’s instrumentals
and created a lasting impact on the crowd.

Henna tattoo. Photo by Nyah Balram ‘19.

Photo by Daphne Camacho ‘22.

Photo by Ryan Plut ‘22.
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Open Mics And Talent Show Hit a High Note
by Nikita Persaud ‘21

Billy Joel with their new member, Caine Orozco.
Also freshman Molly McGuinness (who played
Princess Winnifred in the spring musical “Once
Upon A Mattress”) sang “Shallows” by Bradley
Cooper and Lady Gaga. Senior Matthew Ingrao
ended the show with “Summer, Highland Falls”
by Billy Joel. Matt also mentioned that he might
be releasing an album soon.
Not only are the students talented at Molloy,
the teachers can sing too! Mr. Barbera, a teacher
in the Religion Department, sang a hilarious
original called “A Nose Full of Boogers”. Also,
the Co-Moderator of the Photography Club and
The Stanner Newspaper sang an original love
song called “When I Return From War”, which
is a love song from the perspective of a soldier.
The Moderator of the show, Mr. Gambino, along
with Mr. Sheehan, the Chairperson of the English
Department, performed the standard “Summer
Time” together, which the audience enjoyed.
As a matter of fact, the audience enjoyed all the
performances during the Open Mic and Talent
Show season. This season was a success due to
the hard work of the moderator, Mr. Gambino,

The Stanner community is filled with amazingly
talented students and faculty. At Open Mic,
organized by Mr. Gambino, students and faculty
are given the opportunity to showcase their
talents on stage in the Ralph DeChario Theater.
The Open Mic programs began with hilarious
introductions from the MCs, Alexandra Celedon
‘19 and Andie Ratilla ‘20. At the first Open Mic,
held on December 11th, junior Daniel Ramirez sang
“City of Stars” from LaLa Land with junior Andie
Ratilla. Senior Vanessa Diaz sang a rich cover of
“She Used To Be Mine” by Sara Bareilles, followed
by sophomore Nikita Persaud who sang “Part of
Your World” from The Little Mermaid accompanied
on the piano by senior Matthew Ingrao.
At the second Open Mic, held on January 15th,
seniors Nicole Khrimian, Taylor Garcia-Lawson and
Sarah Quispe performed “Sober Up” by AJR. The
audience was also introduced to a new boy band,
The Cherry Chapsticks, made up of Joseph Bruno
‘22, Jake Temkin ‘20, and Matthew Ingrao ‘19 who
sang “Hey Jude” by The Beatles. They also sang
“Fly Me To The Moon” by Frank
Sinatra at the third Open Mic held
on March 5th. Senior Sarah Doyle
sang “Skinny Love” by Birdy, and
freshman Kayla Schaaff ended
the third Open Mic by singing
“Someone Like You” by Adele.
The talent at Molloy doesn’t end
there. On April 10th, Molloy held
its Annual Talent Show, which
was also in the Ralph DeChario
Theater. This featured some of
the best performers and teachers
from the previous Open Mics.
From the first Open Mic, senior
Isabella Fazio began the show
with a bittersweet and beautiful
original about her senior year.
Sophomore Marina Tsimisiris
sang “A Whole New World”
from Aladdin, junior Juliana
Mayor sang “A Million Dreams”
from The Greatest Showman,
and senior Caine Orozco sang an
original called “Sweet Tea”. Senior
Taylor Garcia-Lawson returned
from the second Open Mic and
performed an original song called
“Play Me Again”, while The
Cherry Chapsticks performed
their last song, “Piano Man” by Molloy Talent Show. Photos by Mr. Sommo ‘03.

Prom Drama....“Prama”
by Olga Mavridis ‘20

With less than a month until prom, Molloy’s
Juniors and Seniors are getting ready for a
memorable high school night. However, until
that night comes, there is still so much to do.
From looking for dresses and tuxes to looking
for a date, prom has been a shadow looming over
upperclassmen. What do I wear? Who will I bring?
To act as a helping hand, Instagram accounts have
been made to share prom dresses to ease worries
about having the same dress as someone else.
Junior prom may not be important to some, but
for many it can still be seen as a night to remember. A
prom on a boat going around Manhattan with either
a date or friends is something to enjoy no matter
what. It can be a release valve on the stressful junior
year that was packed with SAT’s, ACT’s, AP’s, and
every other course imaginable that would determine

where you go to college and the credits you graduate
with. Junior prom is something that can be looked
at with a laid back demeanor, knowing that you still
have senior prom to look forward to as well.
While some may not be interested in junior prom,
senior prom can be seen as a last hurrah. With
senior year practically over this is the end of four
years with the same people, same friends, and prom
can be the night that is remembered as the end
of this chapter. After prom could be a trip to the
Poconos or something that is reflective of doing
things independently and very soon going away to
college. This can also be another stressor for those
who plan on orchestrating the trips, but ultimately
something that shows that your time as a student at
Molloy is coming to an end, and the rest of your life
is about to begin.

the MCs, and the talented performers of Molloy.
MC Alex Celedon remarked, “The Open Mic is
such an amazing way for students to step out of
their comfort zone and show off their talents. It can
be kind of scary at first, but the crowd is always so
welcoming that all those fears just melt away.”
Hopefully, the performances of past performers
will convince unsure performers of opening up and
taking a chance on stage next season.

School Stress
On Students
by Maggie Kelly ‘22

As we enter the fourth - and last - marking
period, it seems the stress level of students
increases everyday. Between the anticipation, or
fear, of the end of the school year and the constant
pressure put on high school students everywhere,
this time of year will definitely be tough. Stress is
so typical for teenagers in this time that it seems
like it’s just routine.
Ms. Henning, a guidance counselor at Molloy,
said that a large part of her school day is dedicated
to talking to students who are anxious and stressed.
What seems to cause stress the most? Grades, issues
at home, difficulties with friends, and the college
process in general are among the biggest stressors.
Pretty soon stress could start affecting your sleep
or eating habits, and it might worsen your overall
mood. Ms. Henning’s plan to deal with stress over
time management or grades is a study/homework
plan. She states, “This requires a small notebook
where a student can write down a ‘plan of attack’.
For example, write down a schedule that includes
many breaks. 3-3:45pm do the most difficult
assignment. 4-4:30pm take a break - watch TV,
have a snack, exercise or play a video game. 4:305:15pm complete a second assignment. 5:30-6:30
pm have dinner. 7:00pm study for one hour every
night. 8:00pm shower, relax, etc. I recommend that
if you write down a schedule, then you check off
each goal accomplished. I also recommend putting
your phone in a different room than the one you
are studying in. Set an alarm so you feel a sense of
accomplishment after completing each goal.”
If your stress is caused by family and/or friends
there are solutions as well. Ms. Henning, along
with the other guidance counselors at Molloy, are
wonderful tools to help you. They can even have
an open discussion between a parent or guardian
and you to assist in communication.
Although stress mainly has to do with mental
health, your physical health can also affect how
you feel. Try to eat breakfast every day and get a
reasonable amount of sleep. It actually will make
a difference. I also asked Ms. Henning if she
believes that there is a certain time of year when
students’ anxiety worsens. She replied, “It seems
the beginning of the school year causes stress
for freshmen so I always see my entire caseload
of freshmen within the first two weeks of school.
Another time of year that causes stress is the
holiday season and the third time of year that
causes stress is the end of the year because of final
grades, Regents, and seniors leaving Molloy.”
If you have a mental illness, that could also
affect your stress level. Students with conditions
including anxiety and depression typically have
more stress about school. Even though mental
illness is not talked about nearly as much as it
should be, especially in young students, thankfully
there are ways to help manage your symptoms.
You can talk to your parents, relatives, a guidance
counselor, or even a professional. A lot of kids
feel more comfortable talking to their friends.
Make sure that it is someone you trust and feel
comfortable talking to.
I think everyone can agree that stress affects us
every day in different ways. However, it is possible
to manage stress and the symptoms of it.
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Who Knows The
Loeffels Better?
by Lauren Klein ‘19, Editor-in-Chief

by Sydney Bryant ‘19, Editor-in-Chief; Photo by Jake Temkin ‘20.
Sarah Quispe is one of the most hardworking Stanners in the senior class.
Along with being an esteemed Campus Ministry Leader and Peer Group
Leader for Ms. Henning, Sarah is an Extraordinary Minister of the Holy
Communion. This spiritual and emotional intelligence is matched by her
academic leanings, which is culminated by her membership in the National
Honor Society. Mr. Sheehan’s AP Composition class has been her most
intellectually stimulating class at Molloy. “Hearing him talk about life and
encourage us to look back on our own lives is immensely impactful. He’s
taught us that art reveals what reality obscures. I’ve learned more about myself in that class than in any
other circle of life.” As she is thankful to continuously learn, Sarah shares the gift of knowledge in the
form of peer tutoring. She is currently deciding between schools, but plans to major in psychology and
criminal justice, perhaps with a minor in musical theatre. However, she sees herself in various career
paths and keeps an open mind.
While at Molloy, Sarah also exhibited her athletic and theatrical inclinations. A Varsity Volleyball player
and active member of Theatre Arts and Improv, she has been a cast member in eight Stanner Players
productions. In fact, she just finished playing Queen Aggravain in Once Upon A Mattress. “My favorite
memory would be standing onstage for my final curtain call on the Molloy stage. There is nothing
like the feeling of looking out at a cheering audience - the same audience that witnessed a character I
carefully crafted for months and months, and put all my heart and soul into. All I’ve ever wanted to do
was make people feel good, and seeing all those faces brightly smiling after telling such a crazy, chaotic,
and hilariously fun story was a true moment of bliss for me.” And she does have a penchant for making
those around her feel cherished. Sarah encourages underclassmen to take on the genial nature she is
known for. “Be the person in the hallway that can make someone else’s day with just a smile.” In the halls,
on the court, at Esopus, and on stage, Sarah is a Stanner that inspires many.
by Deepa Gopaul ‘19, Photo by Mr. Sommo ‘03.
Kelvyn Vargas’ friends describe him as a “friendly, good-natured guy whose
confidence and optimism can be quite refreshing.” He is also “unapologetic
about what he’s truly passionate about, but remains open-minded at the
same time.” Anyone who knows Kelvyn knows that his true passion is
history, which for the majority of his time at Molloy has been his favorite
class. He speaks especially fondly of Mr. Quinn’s A.P. European History
class, which stands out for its great discussions that encourage Kelvyn to
voice his opinions as well as consider the opinions of others. Along with
his love of history, Kelvyn also enjoys playing video games, watching anime, and playing chess with his
friends. At the beginning of sophomore year, Kelvyn had little knowledge of chess, but after much time
spent learning and practicing, he is now the President of the Chess Club. He is also a Peer Group Leader
and has from time to time been involved in other clubs, including the Sci-Fi Club and the Anime Club.
Among Kelvyn’s favorite memories at Molloy is the Senior Disney Trip, which he was originally
reluctant to go on, but soon realized would be an incredible, once in a lifetime experience. He says he
would advise any underclassmen to make the trip because it not only brought him closer to his current
friends, but helped him establish “several lasting friendships” with people he had never even spoken to
before. Additionally, he would encourage younger Stanners to work hard academically, but also remember
to have fun and explore the variety of extracurricular activities Molloy has to offer. As for Kelvyn, he
plans to attend SUNY Buffalo in the fall of 2019. He intends to pursue a career as a history teacher and
even jokes about returning to Molloy someday to teach alongside some of his favorite teachers.
by Kamara Nyahuma ‘21, Photo by Ms. Sawyer ‘07.
Juliana Giacone is the perfect example of a well-rounded and committed
student. She is an Associate Editor for The Stanner newspaper and a peer
tutor. Juliana is also a member of the National Honor Society, St. Marcellin
Champagnat Society, I AM Green Club, and Model UN. Her involvement
in school to such a large degree and maintaining a high average is very
impressive. Juliana also has a passion for music. She plays the piano and
sings in Molloy’s Chorus and the National Children’s Chorus. Juliana is
also a mentor to children outside of school. “My mother has been my
inspiration. She has always taught me to persevere, to find what I’m passionate about, and strive for it,”,
said Juliana regarding how her mother inspires her. Juliana’s favorite class is Constitutional Law with
Mr. DeSarno. She loves this class because “students are expected to think and justify their opinions with
facts.” Juliana is a hard-working, focus-driven student. Thinking on her feet is one of her strengths.
Juliana’s fondest memory of Molloy was the Senior trip to Disney World. “It was nice to go on a trip
with my Molloy friends, have fun, and let go,” she said. Juliana’s Senior Encounter was also something
she will treasure forever. “Not many schools have a place like Esopus, where people can just be true
to themselves.” She will truly miss Molloy’s “homey” feel and the comfort that Esopus offers. Ms.
Gannon, who taught AP English Literature, had the greatest impact on Juliana’s experience at Molloy.
“She had this way of talking about literature that just left you in awe before class was dismissed.” Juliana
will be attending Brandeis University and majoring in International Studies/Politics and minoring in
Journalism. I can attest to how motivated and sincere Juliana is. She was my Model UN conference
partner, and always did her best to help myself and others. Her advice and motivation was much
appreciated. I admired the way she conducted herself in front of others. I wish Juliana all the best in
college and her future endeavors. Remember, like Juliana, no matter what obstacles you face, Molloy
has instilled in you the ability to persevere.
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INSTRUCTIONS: Each question is accompanied by an
answer by either John or James Loeffel. The object of the
game is to guess which Loeffel said what. The answers will be
revealed on the bottom of the page.
1. What’s your favorite class at Molloy and why?
Chemistry sophomore year with Mr. Stolze. I had most of my
friends in my class and we did a lot of interesting experiments.
2. What is one of your favorite Molloy memories?
Winning the NYS Catholic Cross Country Championship
with my team.
3. What teacher has had a big impact on your high
school career?
Ms. Murdocca is a great teacher, mentor, and hilarious.
4. What is something Molloy has taught you that you
will carry for the rest of your life?
Molloy has taught me numerous things that I feel have made
me a better person. The teachers, coaches, and administrators
taught me to always respect the people around me. Through
the everyday balance of school and track, I was taught how
to manage my time. Lastly, I was inadvertently taught how to
tie a tie; a skill which will be greatly appreciated and needed
in my future.
5. As you leave Molloy, do you have any parting words?
Love what you do. Get good at it. Competence is a rare
commodity in this day and age.
6. Who’s the first teacher you’re going to say hi to when
you come back to visit?
It’s a tie between Mr. Desarno and Mr. Lyons, both great
teachers and both are full of great knowledge about literally
everything.
7. Additional Comments?
Y.O.T.S. Year of the Stanner!

John Loeffel to the left,
James Loeffel to the right.
Photo by Ms. Sawyer ‘07.

Answers:
1. John
2. Both!
3. John
4. James
5. James
6. John
7. Both!

Art by Nathan Papadogiannis ‘19

Time and time again, the popular Loeffel twins are mixed
up. As a matter of fact, several times a day they are confused
for one another. While John says he usually laughs it off, James
says, “I’m so used to it that I respond to John....so it’s like I
have 2 names.” Admittedly even the Stanner Newspaper has
previously mismatched the twins. In the last edition of the
newspaper under a photo of the Student Advisory Board, we
labeled a picture of John as James. To make life a little easier
for both the Loeffels and the readers, we’ve provided a game.

Dream Big, Do Bigger

by Juliana Giacone ‘19, Associate Editor

Cayla Kumar ’20 is just like you in many ways. her Gold Ribbon Project, out of thousands of Molloy since 6th grade. Molloy always stood out
She wakes up early in the morning to go to school, students in New York. The Prudential Spirit of to me because of how much they care about the
she studies for her numerous tests, and involves Community Awards program, created in 1995, success of their students,” says Kumar. “I knew
herself in school activities. But what sets apart has acknowledged over 125,000 middle and high that in coming here I’d be in an environment
this Molloy Junior is her dedication
that would push me to be the best
to service that started at the age of
version of myself.” Her dreams didn’t
11. She began by planting trees and
stop with attending Molloy. With
working with organizations such as the
aspirations to one day attend medical
National Pediatric Foundation, which
school, become a pediatrician, study
began her service-based roots. Just
oncology, and turn her Gold Ribbon
last year when she was crowned Miss
Project into an official Non-Profit
New York’s Outstanding Teen, she
Organization, Kumar’s work is clearly
was able to build upon her creation of
far from over.
The Gold Ribbon Project, which raises
Despite all her success, Kumar still
funds nationwide for pediatric cancer
has your typical high school struggles
research through selling gold ribbons.
such as juggling her time. It’s hard
“When I was five years old, I lost my
to imagine how Kumar manages her
great grandma who battled breast
time between studying, writing for
cancer for 15 years, and more recently
The Stanner, participating as a Spirit
my baby cousin was diagnosed with a
Leader, preparing for college, and
brain tumor, so I know what it’s like
volunteering; it’s much more than your
for a family to be affected by cancer”,
Pictured:
President
Karsten
‘81,
Cayla
Kumar
‘20,
Mr.
Kenneth
average student has on their plate.
says Kumar. With a microphone in
Parable,
&
Principal
Penikas.
Photo
by
Mr.
Sommo
‘03.
But perhaps what has contributed
hand, and a crown and sash, she was
to her success is her hard work and
able to raise over $30,000 for pediatric cancer
school
students
for
their
service
at
the
local,
state,
drive,
characteristics
that Kumar shares with her
research through her Gold Ribbon Project, and
advocate for her cause on the floor of the New and national levels. Kumar was recognized at fellow Stanners. Her story and her ability to turn
Molloy on March 18th with an engraved bronze her dreams into a reality, however, is something
York Senate.
More recently, Kumar has been recognized medal. She couldn’t haven’t been happier to truly unique, and something every Stanner should
as a Distinguished Finalist for the New York celebrate her accomplishments with her Molloy strive for.
Prudential Spirit of Community Awards for community. “It has been my dream to come to

Teacher Spotlight: Ms. Murdocca
Have you ever wondered who runs all student
activities including prom, Spirit Week, and advises
all student clubs? Well that would be none other
than Ms. Murdocca! To help organize activities, Ms.
Murdocca started a Spirit Leader program, which
are students who are selected through applications
to help spread school spirit. This program provides
students an opportunity for leadership positions
at Molloy. Besides running all student activities,
Ms. Murdocca has been an English teacher for the
past 17 years.
While being at Molloy Ms. Murdocca has taught
freshman honors, sophomore honors, and junior
honors. The classes she teaches include Literature &
Psychology and Science Fiction. Next year she’ll be
adding Public Speaking to that list. A graduate from
Queens College with a graduate and undergraduate
degree, being an English teacher has been Ms.
Murdocca’s dream since the second grade! She says

“I always loved reading and from a very early
age would bury myself in books. Sometimes I
would read two books in one weekend! I fell
in love with the Anne of Green Gables series
and since Anne became a teacher, I knew
that was my destiny as well.” But being an
English teacher isn’t also easy. “While it does
have its challenges – for example, students
not wanting to read – nothing is better than
seeing students discover new ideas and ways
of thinking as well as opening themselves up
to new stories. I think it is so important for
students to have face to face discussion and
engagement. We are losing much of this with
modern technology keeping people glued to Photo by Mr. Sommo ‘03.
their screens.”
she can’t handle! As a teacher and as a mentor
Ms. Murdocca has managed to run all student
activities along with Dance Team while grading Ms. Murdocca wants to inspire all stanners to get
papers during the week. There’s nothing that inspired and express themselves.

Teacher Spotlight: Ms. Kobinski
Ms. Kobinski graduated in 2004 with Molloy’s first
co-ed class. As a student, Ms. Kobinski was involved in
various Campus Ministry programs. She volunteered at
Briarwood Shelter, became a Eucharistic Minister, and
assisted during underclassman retreats. Ms. Kobinski
also volunteered with the Special Camps at Esopus
and was a Peer Group Leader with Mr. Dougherty ‘91.
Currently, she is the moderator of Model UN, a cochair of the Fashion Show, and a member of the St.
Marcellin Champagnat Society.
Ms. Kobinski’s past and present volunteer work
speaks to her strength of character. She cares about
others and does her best to assist those in need. Ms.
Kobinski has been a teacher at Molloy since January of
2011. She teaches Pre-AP World History to Freshmen
and United States History and Government Honors
to Juniors. The caring and talented teachers she had
growing up inspired her to become an educator. “As a
teacher I’m always learning something new. I feel like

by Cayla Kumar ‘20

I’m an eternal student,” said Ms. Kobinski regarding
her favorite part about teaching.
One of the best qualities a person can have is the
willingness to learn something new no matter their age
or position. Teachers can learn from their students,
and Ms. Kobinski is happy to absorb the knowledge.
“As a teacher every day isn’t easy. However, when
students come back to visit Molloy and tell me about
the programs, internships, and jobs they’re applying
for, it makes those bad days totally worth it,” said Ms.
Kobinski regarding how she feels about her impact on
students’ lives.
Ms. Kobinski is a wonderful teacher and mentor.
All of her students are extremely grateful for her hard
work. I wasn’t one of the lucky students to be taught
by Ms. Kobinski, but I’ve experienced how much she
values and cares for her students while participating in
Model UN. Molloy is fortunate to have such a smart
and dedicated woman as an alumna and teacher.

by Kamara Nyahuma ‘21

Photo by Mr. Sommo ‘03.
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Esopus: A Home Away From Home
Story and photo by Andie Ratilla ‘20
The beloved Marist Brothers Center in Esopus,
NY is a “home away from home” for almost
every Stanner in Archbishop Molloy High School.
It is the place for new friendships to be formed,
the discovery of oneself, and most importantly
the formation of the bridge that connects the
relationship between you and God. For those
who have and haven’t been up to the retreat
house, Stanners are well aware that there is
something about Esopus that makes it so special.
How can one weekend change the way people see
themselves and life itself ? Why do Stanners and
alumni return to Esopus? Why should we spend
our weekend up there when we could be doing
something else? Well if you want to know about
that Esopus “magic”, here are some experiences
from your fellow Stanners.
As you enter your high school life at Molloy, the
common factor that you will see is the friendships
that are formed. Majority of those friendships take
shape during Freshmen Camp over the summer.
For those who were unable to attend the trip,
Stanners are fortunate enough to experience
a weekend during the school year where they
can create lasting bonds and memories with
new and current friends. Current freshmen,
Anna Lipovac ‘22 and Emily Lipovac ‘22,
who went to both Freshman Camp and their
freshmen retreat, had some remarks on their
experience stating “So far we’ve been to both
Freshman Camp and the December retreat.
I was so glad to have met so many amazing
people. The staff, counselors and the new
friends I made, made my week even more
special,” said Emily. “It really does feel like a
home away from home. It’s a place of no stress
and full of relaxation and comfort. You don’t
know the positive impact it has on someone
until you experience it yourself,” said Anna.
Esopus may feel like home but sadly, you won’t
be able to experience it as much as you would
during your years in high school. This past
January was one of the last encounters for the
seniors who will sadly part ways from Molloy.
Senior Nicole Khrimian ‘19 highly encourages
Stanners to attend their retreats and encounters
expressing “People should go on their retreats
and encounters because it provides them with the
opportunity to truly let go and let God. It is an
experience that would be hard to find anywhere
else and something that I believe everyone should
experience.” Retreat leader, Ariel Narine ‘19,
adds onto this saying, “Outside the gym there is
a saying ‘From the outside looking in, you can’t
understand it. From the inside looking out, you
can’t explain it.’ I feel like that quote explains it all,
Esopus is an unexplainable experience and that’s
why it’s so special.” For those who are interested
in being involved at Esopus, there are multiple
opportunities and positions to apply for. Students
can apply to become Retreat Leaders for the
underclassmen and as Campus Ministry Leaders
for the upperclassmen. Senior Geraldine Ciaccio
is a CML who puts so much passion and effort
into her role as a CML and expresses how “As a
leader, you see the group from a different point
of view. You remember what it was like when
you were in a group, and you see yourself in the
people you’re leading. It’s a way to give back and
make their experience in Esopus as amazing as
yours was when you were in their shoes. Being
able to help create an amazing experience for my
fellow Stanners in just a weekend is an honor. It’s
6

such an amazing feeling like no other. I thank
God everyday for this opportunity I have. I truly
feel #blessed !” Eleanor Langowski ‘20, who has
been a retreat leader for Br. John for two years
now says “Being a leader has positively impacted
my life in so many ways. Some of my best friends
are people I have met through retreat leading, and
otherwise I probably would have never talked to.
Being a leader has also made me a more outgoing
person. When leading I have to be outgoing to get
my groups to open up. This just spreads into other
parts of my life. It’s the people at the MBCE that
make it feel like home. So many people like Scott,
the director, and Henry, the cook, make Esopus
immediately feel like home. Everyone is always so
kind and welcoming, which is what makes up the
great environment.”
One major factors that almost all of these
statements had was the word “home.” Esopus
is not just a home to Stanners, but to other
Marist schools, the brothers living there and

Looking down, I saw James, the camper I had
just met a couple hours prior, when he discussed
aerodynamics, NASA and all things space. ‘Let’s
go, Sarah!’ He eagerly pulled me towards the slip
‘n slide. So we ran full speed ahead, hand in hand,
through the ice-cold water on that hot summer
day. We slid, fully enveloped by water for a split
second, before popping back up into air, laughing
and cheering. He smiled and yelled, ‘Again, Again!’
We raced each other back to the start, and did it
all over again, many more times. Yet, every time
we finished, and James looked at me with pure joy,
I felt brand new again. Despite the differences
between us, I felt truly connected with him in that
moment. Esopus is bliss.”
On a personal note, I have always found Esopus
to be an escape from the chaos which I call my life.
Ever since my first freshman retreat in October
2016, I felt as if this place was my second home.
The experience has set a precedent of how I
expect an Esopus retreat to be. Each time I go,
it never ceases to disappoint me. It’s wondrous
to me how one weekend can make an impact
on me and change the way I see the world and
myself. At my experiences in Esopus, I learned
to live by the quote, “let go and le God” which
in my point of view means to let go of all the
negativities in life and let God into your life to
help and guide you through the challenges you
are to face. I had found missing parts of myself,
learned how to forgive, learned how to handle
stress, let go of grudges, and learned to move
forward from the regrets I had. I never would
have imagined myself actually speaking freely
about how I truly felt inside and especially to
people I hardly ever knew or spoken to. From
the little things in Esopus like the delicious
cheesy bread to talking to my peers during meal
time, can bring so much content and joy within
me. Volunteering one week during the summer
of 2018 at Kids 1 Camp, in Esopus made me
realize to appreciate the life you are given and
how helping others can also help yourself as
well. Every Esopus experience shares so many
common factors that makes Esopus so special,
it’s a place of peace, a place to find parts of
yourself, and why it’s called home.
All the work Mr. Germano, the CMLs, Brother
John, the Retreat Leaders, alums, and the current
faculty and staff who put into a single weekend
is immense, but it is all for such a beautiful
cause. To my fellow juniors, sophomores, and
freshmen, please do consider attending your
retreats and encounters. Next year please see Br.
John in Room 17 and Mr. Germano in Room 334.
You won’t regret it.  

most especially to the children and adults with
mental, emotional, and physical disabilities who
spend their summer up ar MBCE. The lovable
Brother Pat Hogan who spends his summer in
Esopus during the camps said, “The school has
a tradition of service to others, especially for the
least favored. Esopus offers that opportunity
for students to volunteer and work with the
handicapped children who are marginalized
physically, emotionally, and psychologically.
The whole concept of service is what’s very
attractive to people.” CML Sarah Quispe
‘19 volunteered in Kids 1 Camp during the
summer of 2017 and described her favorite
THE STANNER - VOL. LXII - NO. III
memory in Esopus saying, “I watched the
counselors hold their campers’ hands as
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Sydney Bryant ‘19
they ran through the waterfall thefire truck
Lauren Klein ‘19
hose created and slid across the massive
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Juliana Giacone ‘19
tarp. Bright smiles and laughter filled the
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area. I was glad to be working at Kids 1, a
summer camp for kids with special needs,
Design Staff:
Nathan Papadogiannis ‘19
but I was extremely nervous. I didn’t know
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many of the counselors or campers. I
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stood, feeling awkward watching all this
happiness before me, and not knowing
Publishers:
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what to do to contribute to it. Suddenly,
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a small hand tugged excitedly on mine.

Can American
Exceptionalism Be
by
Regained? Opinion
Alexander Gellos ‘20
“Efforts and courage are not enough
without purpose and direction.”
- John F. Kennedy
July 20, 1969 can arguably
be described as the pinnacle
of American and human
achievement - men walked on
the moon. This summer will
mark fifty years since the Apollo
11 mission.
For half a century, Americans
(particularly Baby Boomers)
have looked back on this great
national
and
scientific
accomplishment with wistful
nostalgia; and for half a century
we continually vowed that if
we succeeded at something
as ambitious as this, we could
do it again. Why? Because we
are Americans, capable of
accomplishing any endeavor we
set out to do. And as Americans,
we continually looked forward
to the next daunting challenge
to overcome, not once doubting
our capacity to succeed. The
Transcontinental Railroad, the
Panama Canal, the Hoover
Dam, rebuilding post-war
Europe (and saving it from the
Communist menace) through
the Marshall Plan, the Interstate
Highway System, and most
recently, our victory over Soviet
Communism in a crucial part of
the Cold War: the Space Race.
Notice that I stopped at the
end of the 1960s. I stopped
because this nation has not
achieved something truly great
in the last fifty years. We have
lost our ability to attempt the
extraordinary and ambitious.
How did this happen?
Americans have become used
of the idea of remarkable
achievements. Perhaps we
haven’t able to comprehend the
sheer magnitude of the detail,
planning, and execution of
America’s space program until

fifty years have passed. Instead
of admiration for the men who
made this possible: from our
visionary political leaders to the
brilliant minds at NASA and
the Pentagon, we now admire
celebrities who cannot even
begin to live up to the legacies
of these men. Secondly, in
our schools, instead of being
educated in civics, history, and
holding a belief that the the
United States is an exceptional
place like no other, higher
education and popular culture
have instead emphasized our
flaws.

Photo of JFK courtesy of CBS News

On September 12, 1962, in his
extraordinary “We choose to go
to the Moon” speech at Rice
University in Houston, Texas,
one of our nation’s greatest
presidents, John Fitzgerald
Kennedy, set forth the goal he
had proposed to Congress one
year earlier: landing a man on the
moon and returning him safely
to the Earth before the end
of the decade. The President
framed space as a new frontier,
invoking the pioneer spirit of
our past, and emphasized the
freedom that Americans had to
control their own fates; boldly
declaring that “We choose to go
to the Moon! We choose to go
to the Moon...We choose to go
to the Moon in this decade and
do the other things, not because
they are easy, but because they
are hard; because that goal will

An Artist, a Professor,
and an Inspiration
by Petros Georgiou ‘22
serve to organize and measure
the best of our energies and
skills, because that challenge
is one that we are willing to
accept, one we are unwilling to
postpone, and one we intend to
win, and the others too.” And
what did we do? In President
Kennedy’s memory, we resolved
to fulfill his goal for our country,
and we did. If you’re wondering
what leadership sounds like,
refer to this speech.
The timing of Apollo 11
is also remarkable. It came
after 1968, possibly the most
turbulent year in this country’s
history. The nation was bitterly
divided over the Vietnam War,
the Civil Rights Movement,
and the massive social and
cultural changes sweeping
America. Robert F. Kennedy
and Martin Luther King Jr.
had been assassinated. Antiwar and campus protests
swept the nation. Race riots
occurred in over a hundred
cities. The activism of the
New Left widened the political
divide. Richard Nixon was
elected president in one of the
closest, most controversial and
divisive presidential elections in
American history. But on July
20th, 1969, we came together
as a nation to witness and
celebrate the moment when
Neil Armstrong and Buzz
Aldrin walked on the moon.
I believe that the United
States must re-dedicate itself
to the kind of ambitious tasks
John F. Kennedy knew we
could accomplish. I count the
35th president as personal hero
- a man who saw the strength
and character of the American
people and had faith in it. When
President Kennedy challenged
us to go to the Moon, we did.
We accomplished great things
before. We can do so again.

Current Stanners Reject New
Tommy Hilfiger Uniform?

When it comes to art, only the finest, most unique
and educated are truly successful. It’s a difficult
fact to digest, but a truth all aspiring artists will
face in their future. For many, the main problem
is experience, connections, and promoting oneself.
Aspiring artists need a guideline to follow in order
to have even the slightest direction.
Stravinski Pierre, a graphic designer, art director,
and professor at the Fashion Institute of Technology,
more widely known as F.I.T., has a background in the
arts and business, specifically in magazines. Describing
the environment at F.I.T., Stravinski states, “There’s
always something going on, always something to look
at. Even if you’re not into fashion, it helps you as a
designer and an artist.”
Born in Long Island, Stravinski always seemed
to have longed for an artistic career. “I would say
around high school”, he says, “I wanted to have a
profession around art. It wasn’t as big as it is now,
but I just knew I needed something in this. Art is my
life.” Drawing and sketching at a young age, Stravinski
had a genuine connection to art around him, which
influenced his career very early in his life.
When Stravinski was a student at F.I.T., he gained
all of the necessary tools most artists need to tackle
their career properly. He says it gave him the basis
of graphic design, and how to efficiently achieve the
standards in that job.
Fresh out of college, he started his first line of
work at a magazine called Vibe. He did not have
a lavish position at the time, however. He says he
worked as an intern. “I was low on the totem, you
know, internships, but I had the boring pages. I
would bring coffee to my boss, or help design. It
was to help my team.”
As he progressed throughout this job, Stravinski
began to have more opportunities to obtain. He
says he was invited to parties, strengthening his
connections and, as a result, increasing his status
among the art community.
Stravinski’s career truly launched when he started
working for Esquire. “That’s where I became an art
director. I do like to give credit to Popular Mechanics
and Oprah Magazine.” When he started freelancing
and having a more open schedule, Stravinski took
on the distinction of teaching at his alma mater. He
says that teaching has opened a new window for
him. It gives him an in-depth background of what
he actually does for a career and even more insight
than he already has, which he can apply that to his
current career.
If Stravinski could give one tip to all aspiring
artists, including Stanners, he affirms, “Work hard.
No matter what you’re doing, if you’re not putting in
the work, you’re not going to achieve anything. No
matter how talented you are, if you don’t work hard,
don’t expect anything.”

Both Tommy Hilfiger and Lands’ End
uniforms cost the same. However, Lands’ End
In November 2018, Archbishop Molloy High provides year-round discounts. On the Lands’
School officially changed its uniform brand from End website one can find promo codes that
Lands’ End to Tommy Hilfiger, one of the world’s reduce the prices of its items as much as 40%
most “recognizable and widely distributed” brands. without any purchase price requirements. In
This uniform change has received a lukewarm contrast, on the Tommy Hilfiger website one
response from the student body. Current students has to spend at least $150 to use a 20% discount.
are not thrilled about wearing the new uniform,
When asked if they would wear the new
Stravinski Pierre. Photo by Petros Georgiou ‘22.
especially the female students.
uniform, 79% out of 100 students reported that
According to an Instagram poll conducted by they wouldn’t. Most of the negative responses
The Stanner, current Stanners don’t feel compelled of the survey participants were from female students. in their responses, citing that there was not much of a
to purchase the uniform because they already have When asked why, many girls said that the new skirts difference between the old and new uniforms, except
the “old” ones. The new uniform policy has been in were the main issue. The new Tommy Hilfiger skirts for the logo placement option.
Lastly, current juniors, sophomores, and freshmen
effect since November 1, 2018. However, most back are pleated and have no underneath shorts. Female
are
already “grandfathered in” so in other words
to school purchases are made before the school year students do not like this new style and prefer sticking
begins. According to an anonymous sophomore, to the Lands End version of the skirt. According to it’s not mandatory to purchase the new uniform, so
“Why would I spend more money on a uniform that a freshman, “The Lands’ End skirt uniform has a there’s really no incentive to buy the new uniforms.
I already have?”
more comfortable feel.” Male students were neutral Incoming freshmen will be required to buy it.
by Estefany Valdez ‘21
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Trash Talking Rings
Hollow, Seniors
Beat Faculty
by Peter Paolo ‘19,
Associate Editor

Photos by Jackson Seeley ‘22, Ariya Mangru ‘19, and Daphne Camacho ‘22.
On
Friday March 22nd, the Jack Curran
Gymnasium swelled with anticipation and excitement
for the annual Seniors vs Faculty Basketball Game.
The night certainly did not disappoint. The seniors
jumped out to an early lead and never looked back.
Both teams spread out the ball well, and used their
deep benches to put out different combinations
of players. The seniors used the deep ball early
and often, and while the faculty were able to come
back and make things interesting in the game’s final
minutes, they ultimately fell 65-60.
For Senior Nick LaBella, this year’s game was
especially meaningful, as his older brother Mike
coached his fellow seniors to victory two years ago.
Nick also said he brought his own flare to the game
with his personality. A self-described “hype man”,

Nick talked about how he led the team in bench
celebrations, and was keeping the team excited the
entire way throughout the game. He said playing in
the game was one of the greatest experiences of
senior year, and said his favorite moment of the
night was either when he was introduced, or when
he was picked to shoot a pair of free throws toward
the end of the game. Asked what his message would
be to the faculty, Nick said with a laugh, “there’s
always next year.”
This year’s game was also complimented by
performances from the Sassy Seniors, and the Girls
Dance and Step teams. All ticket sales benefit the
Saint Marcellin Champagnat Society, and enables
the group to carry out its volunteer work to help the
needy, both at home and abroad.

Spring Sports Results
(Results as of May 8th when The Stanner went to press.)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Varsity Baseball has dominated with a record of 11-2.
JV Baseball is having a solid season at 6-2.
Varsity Softball has earned a solid 13-9 record.
JV Softball has dominated with a record of 9-1.
Varsity Lacrosse is looking to leap forward at 6-6.
The Handball Team has jumped out to 5-1 start.
The Golf Team is looking for a birdie at 6-5.

Probably nothing stole the show more than a
certain teacher’s new hairdo. Mr. Attard said that
he was just planning to get a crew cut a few hours
before the game, but when his wife suggested he get
a mohawk instead, he said yes. He also added that he
thought the mohawk may bring a little intimidation
to the game, and he spray-painted it blue for Stanner
spirit. Mr. Attard said, “it brought a lot of laughs to
a lot of students thinking I was senior, but really I’m
just a crazy teacher with a mohawk.” He joked that
he had to shave it off so he wouldn’t get a detention
from the TAs, but he did add that he would consider
getting a mohawk or another hairdo for next year,
and may even get another teacher to get one too. But
a year is a long way off, and until then, the seniors
reign victorious.

Track & Field
•

Freshman & Sophomore Boys Track & Field Teams both won the
Brooklyn/Queens Championship

•

Congratulations CHSAA Intersectional Champions: Abigail Jeffries
Frosh Shot Put; Amber Walters Soph 400M Intermediate Hurdles.

•

Varsity Girls to compete in Brooklyn/Queens Championship May 15th.

•

Varsity Boys to compete in Brooklyn/Queens Championship May 15th.

•

Varsity Boys & Girls Intersectional Championships set for May 25th.

Should There Be A Boys’ Volleyball Team?
Opinion by Ryan Curran ‘22

At Archbishop Molloy High School, there are
dozens of activities to join, including lots of sports.
When you go through the different sports that there
are here, you will see just a girls’ volleyball team. A
question I hear often about this is “Why isn’t there
a boys’ volleyball team?” Well, you will hear the
answer in this article.
Having a boys’ volleyball team would break a a
barrier at Molloy that makes volleyball a “girls-only”
sport. Volleyball would provide the male population
many benefits including another path to good
8

health. For example, volleyball can improve different
muscles in your body. It can also improve your handeye coordination and your reflexes. Volleyball can
not only help you physically, but socially. You will
be able to improve your teamwork skills with others
in a whole new setting not available to boys before.
Even though these benefits might seem enough
to support my opinion, I decided to speak to Mr.
McCleary, Molloy’s Athletic Director, as well as
one of the varsity basketball coach. I asked him
whether a boys’ volleyball team would be possible,

and the response I got was actually really interesting.
He mentioned interference with the other spring
sports if boys’ volleyball were to be a spring sport.
For example, some of those sports practice at the
school, like girls’ lacrosse or the baseball team,
taking up valuable space.
The reason I propose a boys’ volleyball team is
I I feel that everyone has a right to play what they
want, and I think it would be great to provide the
opportunity to play volleyball to present and future
Stanner boys attending Molloy.

