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Cobblestones

BUDGET VOTE
Tuesday, May 21
1pm - 8pm
Room 112 in the MS/HS

Find District News and
Updates on Twitter
Community members, parents and
students can find the District on Twitter
using @Alex_Schools. The District
Twitter feed can also be found on the
homepage of the District website:
alexandercsd.org.

The mission of the Alexander Central
School District is to challenge students to
be confident, contributing learners within a
structured, safe and caring environment.

UPK and Kindergarten Registration
Reminders
Kindergarten screening will be held May 15, 16 and 17. Screening times are by
appointment only and can be scheduled after submitting the completed registration packet.
Screening sessions last approximately 45 minutes. To make an appointment, please call the
elementary school main office at 585-591-1551, ext. 1831. If you have not yet registered
your child for kindergarten for the upcoming 2019-20 school year, please do so as soon as
possible. Registration packets are available in the elementary school main office.
If you have not yet registered your child for UPK, please do so as soon as possible. UPK is
free to eligible Alexander District residents and children turning 4 years old by December
1, 2019 are eligible to register for UPK. Alexander will hold a morning UPK class (911:30am) and an afternoon UPK class (12:45-3:20pm). There are limited spots available
and late registrants will be placed in a class with enrollment openings. Classes meet
Monday through Friday. Bussing is available to school for morning students and home
from school for afternoon students. Parents must make transportation arrangements for
midday. Registration packets are available in the elementary main office.
For more information about kindergarten registration and screening and UPK registration,
please contact the elementary school main office at 585-591-1551, ext. 1831.

Internet Safety
Alexander Central School District maintains a secure online environment and
incorporates digital citizenship into curriculum to ensure all students are utilizing
computer technology in appropriate, academically enriching and respectful ways. All
social media is blocked in the District and student email accounts can only communicate with other District emails. The District has filtered internet access using iBoss
which is a secure cloud gateway that enforces the Children's Internet Protection Act.
Students are instructed about the importance of accessing peer-reviewed, academic
online resources for research and educated about the dangers and safety measures that
must be taken when participating in digital communication.
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Our work in Alexander is guided by our mission statement. On a daily basis, we
are creating the conditions in Alexander that challenge students to be confident,
contributing learners within a structured, safe and caring environment. Our goals
and our work are aligned with that mission statement.
What do our mission statement and our goals look like in practice? Our focus on student engagement emphasizes carving out a space for our students to thrive - in the classroom,
on the stage, on the field and in service to others. Not only are the conditions created across our District for
students to grow in their areas of strength but abundant opportunities exist for students to stretch and to try
new things. Our classrooms are places that emphasize collaboration and thoughtful attention to the content
under study. Our STEAM, agriculture and technology programs foster curiosity and the space to think
differently. In 2018-19, we offered eight AP classes and eleven courses through GCC for our students to get
a head start on college credits. Our music programs provide the right environment for students to develop
their proficiency as musicians while infusing an astounding sense of joy into their practices and performances. We have a 90% participation rate in Grades 4-12 in our instrumental and vocal music programs. Our art
and library programs allow students to explore the world through a variety of media. Our physical education
and athletics programs push our students toward fitness and health as they work together on teams toward
a common goal. We have a 50% participation rate in Grades 7-12 for our athletic teams. In each of these
aspects of the educational experience at Alexander, students are supported as they explore the world with a
sense of engaged curiosity in alignment with our mission and goals.
On May 21 from 1pm-8pm in Room 112 in the MS/HS, our voters have the opportunity to participate in
our annual budget vote. At the heart of our budget - this year and every year - is our mission, our goals and
our focus on creating the conditions for our students to thrive. This year’s budget is mindful of maintaining
programs while meeting our obligations to our employees in terms of salaries, benefits and retirement contributions. We encourage our community to join us on May 8 at 7pm in the MS/HS cafeteria to learn more
about our proposed budget at the annual budget presentation.
As a community, we are proud of our school. Together we have created a school that provides abundant
opportunities for our students to thrive while
keeping a constant eye on the fiscally responsible use of taxpayer dollars. Please feel free
to reach out if you have any questions about
our proposed budget.
On behalf of the Alexander
Board of Education,
Dr. Huber

Front row from left to right: Brian Paris and
President John Slenker. Second row from left to right:
Vice President Rich Guarino and Sara Fernaays.
Back row from left to right: Dr. Huber and Molly
Grimes.
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Alexander Central School Budget Propositions
PROPOSITION #1
Shall the Budget, submitted by the Board of Education for the
2019-20 school year $18,224,761, be approved and shall taxes be
levied upon the taxable property of the school district to meet the
requirements of this budget.

PROPOSITION #2 – BUS PURCHASES
Resolved that the Board of Education of the Alexander Central
School District is hereby authorized to acquire (2) 64 passenger
school buses and (1) minivan school bus, at an estimated maximum
aggregate cost of $271,340, and such to be funded from the Bus
Reserve, as permitted by law.

PROPOSITION #3 – EQUIPMENT CAPITAL
RESERVE FUND
Resolved that the Board of Education of the Alexander Central
School District is hereby authorized to expend $143,500 from the
existing 2018 Equipment Capital Reserve Fund for the acquisition
of a Ventrac 4500Z and attachments, at estimated maximum cost
of $68,400, acquisition of (3) upgraded elementary school class
room furniture at an estimated maximum cost of $19,800, (1) 40
Watt Laser Engraver at an estimated maximum cost of $18,800,
upgrade to Middle / High School Library Cabinets and Circulation
Desk at estimated maximum cost of $13,500, acquisition of new
track equipment to meet updated New York State requirements at
estimated maximum cost of $23,000, as permitted by law.

PROPOSITION #4 – ESTABLISH CAPITAL
RESERVE FUND
Resolved that the Board of Education of the Alexander Central
School District is hereby authorized to establish a Capital Reserve
Fund pursuant to section 3651 of the Education Law (to be known
as the “2019 Capital Reserve Fund”), with the purpose of such fund
being to finance construction, reconstruction, improvement and
equipping of school buildings and facilities; such capital costs being
of a type that would be eligible for financing under the local finance
law, and costs incidental thereto, the ultimate amount of such fund
to be $500,000, plus earnings thereon, the probable term of such
fund to be ten (10) years, but such fund shall continue in existence
until liquidated in accordance with the Education Law or until the
funds are exhausted, and the sources from which the funds shall be
obtained for such Reserve are (i) an initial deposit of $500,000 from
2009 Capital Bus Garage Reserve, as permitted by law.

PROPOSITION #5 – SCHOOL BUS
RESERVE FUND
Resolved that the Board of Education of the Alexander Central
School District is hereby authorized to establish a School Bus
Reserve Fund pursuant to section 3651 of the Education Law (to be
known as the “2019 School Bus Reserve Fund”), with the purpose
of such fund being to finance the purchase of school buses, vehicles
and equipment that would be eligible for financing under the local
finance law, and costs incidental thereto, the ultimate amount of
such fund to be $500,000, plus earnings thereon, the probable term
of such fund to be ten (10) years, but such fund shall continue in
existence until liquidated in accordance with the Education Law
or until the funds are exhausted, and the sources from which the
funds shall be obtained for such Reserve are (i) an initial deposit
of $50,000, and (ii) amounts from budgetary appropriations from
time to time, and (iii) unappropriated fund balance made available
by the Board of Education from time to time, and (iv) New York
State Aid received and made available by the Board of Education
from time to time, all as permitted by law

Basic STAR Exemption Impact and Tax Rates
The following chart estimates your saving for the Basic Star Exemption. As in past
years, the savings are calculated on the average home with the School District with a full
value assessment of $100,000 and a $30,000 Star Exemption.
Budget for the:

2019-20 School Year

2018-19 School Year

Basic STAR Tax Savings................$ 633 .................................. $624
Senior Citizens with the Enhanced STAR have approximately a $68,700 exemption.
The Enhanced STAR for senior citizens is adjusted for inflation annually by the Office of
Real Property Services. Senior citizens benefit by receiving twice the amount of the Basic
STAR Exemption.
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2019-20 PROJECTED REVENUES
2018-19 Budget

2019-20 Proposed Budget

% of Revenues
Budget

Local Revenues ..............................................................$252,133 .......................................$252,133 ............................................. 1.38%
(Tuition, fees, rentals, interest, misc)
Designated Fund Balance............................................. $612,974 .......................................$561,470 ............................................ 3.08%
State Aid ..................................................................... $9,759,449 ..................................$10,152,786 ...........................................55.71%
Building Aid .................................................................... $876,579 ...................................... $863,377 ..............................................4.74%
Property Tax / Penalties .............................................$6,159,675 ....................................$6,251,995 ...........................................34.30%
Federal Aid.......................................................................$44,000 ......................................... $58,000 ............................................ 0.32%
Interfund Transfer.................................................................................................................... $85,000 ..............................................0.47%
Total Projected Budget ............................................$18,224,761 ................................. $17,704,810 ......................................... 100.00%

Local Revenues ..................................................................1.38%
Designated Fund Balance.................................................3.08%
State Aid ........................................................................... 55.71%
Building Aid ..........................................................................4.74%
Property Tax / Penalties ..................................................34.30%
Federal Aid.......................................................................... 0.32%
Interfund Transfer............................................................... 0.47%
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2019-20 PROJECTED SPENDING
PROPOSED PROGRAM BUDGET
2018-19
Budget

2019-20
Proposed

Regular Classroom ......................................... $4,977,365 ............... $5,133,979
Special and vocational Education ................ $2,920,888 ............... $3,079,185
Libraries and Computer Technology................ $259,807 ................. $286,940
Pupil Service........................................................ $532,316 .................. $544,514
Interscholatic Athletics ...................................... $294,254 ................. $309,535
Transportation Services .................................... $818,097 .................. $843,214
Transportation Garage ........................................ $77,550 .................... $91,750
Recreation ............................................................. $31,700 ................... $38,400
Employee Benefits

$3,932,971

TOTAL PROGRAM BUDGET ...... $13,844,948

$4,031,973

$14,359,490 ...............................78.79%

PROPOSED CAPITAL BUDGET
Operations and Buildings

$846,023

$828,289

Maintenance, Buildings, Grounds

$278,058

$276,410

Refund of Property Taxes

$1,000

$1,000

Debt Service

$352,982

$341,950

Employee Benefits

$171,600

$173,959

TOTAL CAPITAL BUDGET ............. $1,649,663

$1,621,608 ................................ 8.90%

PROPOSED ADMINISTRATIVE BUDGET
Board of Education ............................................... $51,237 .................... $46,382
Central Administration ....................................... $190,048 .................. $184,213
Finance and Central Services .......................... $321,542 .................. $358,532
Special Items ...................................................... $836,093 .................. $784,070
School Administration ...................................... $609,329 .................. $655,657
Employee Benefits............................................. $201,950 .................. $214,809

TOTAL ADMIN. BUDGET ................ $2,210,199

$2,243,663 ............................... 12.31%

TOTAL PROPOSED BUDGET 2018-19

2019-20

$17,704,810

$18,224,761 ................................100.00%
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Alexander Students Learn the Sport of Curling
High school students in Mr. Sawyer’s
EDGE class and Mr. Prong’s Outdoor
Ed class visited the Buffalo Curling
Club to learn the ins and outs of
curling. Club members gave students
lessons on how to curl and then held
a fun match where students put their
new curling knowledge into action.
The trip was made possible through
the PEP grant and aligns with the
Physical Education Department’s goal
of introducing students to activities
and sports that may develop into
hobbies that keep students active and
fit throughout their lives.

Learning Through Play and Experimentation
Ms. Cummings’ sixth grade classes are learning about foundations of civilizations through
playing the strategy board game, Settlers of Catan. Ms. Cummings collaborated with
Alexander Librarian, Ms. Miller, to teach students a fun way to discover how people long
ago built villages and cities, traded with neighboring groups, acquired resources and developed land.
Carson Wright and Jay Morrison made balance beams for Ms. Cummings’ sixth grade
science class. The balance beams were used to perform various experiments including
measuring the density of liquids, formulating algebraic equations and determining the rate
of evaporation. Carson and Jay are both students in Mr. Hollwedel’s Tech Wars class which
specializes in industrial design and construction principles.

8

Mr. Sawyer Wins Buffalo Bills Coach of the Week Award
Mr. Sawyer was awarded the Buffalo Bills High School
Football Coach of the Week Award for Section V
Football for week 8 of the season. During week
8, Alexander beat Red Jacket High School in the
opening round of the Class D playoffs. The varsity
football team won the 2nd Sectional Championship
in football and ended the season ranked as the 3rd best
Class D team in all of New York State.
Mr. Sawyer and his family were invited to the Bills vs. Detroit Lions
game which took place in December. Mr. Sawyer won Buffalo Bills
apparel from AdPro and $1000 for the Alexander varsity football
team. This win marks the third time in Mr. Sawyer’s career that
he has been recognized as the Buffalo Bills Coach of the Week.
Congratulations Mr. Sawyer!
Coach Sawyer and other honored coaches pose with Hall of Fame quarterback, Jim Kelly.

Spring Marks the Time to Recognize and Appreciate Growth
by Matthew Stroud, Elementary Principal

“The tiny seed knew that in order to grow, it needed to be dropped in dirt, covered in darkness,
struggle to reach the light.” ~ Sandra Kring
At long last, it appears that spring may finally be arriving. Kids are
making it outside to the playground and track, running on the soccer
field and people are cleaning up the Outdoor Classroom from the
damages of this past winter’s wind storms. I’m hopeful that by the
time you are reading this, you have mowed the lawn a couple of
times, you’re watching Orioles at a feeder or making plans to go to
a baseball game in the evening. The winter was long, but as it does
every year, spring has returned and with it a fresh round of exciting
opportunities and unlimited potential.
One of the best parts of spring for me are the signs of growth everywhere. I love walking into the building and seeing the buds, flowers
and leaves growing. More importantly, I love the opportunity to look
around at the kids in classrooms and reflect on where they were at
the beginning of the year and where they are now. Growth can be
hard to see when you’re in the middle of the process but when you
stop to look for it it’s there. I often hear from other people that they’re
surprised at how much my own kids have grown. I look at them and
sometimes have to stop and remind myself that, yes, they have. Seeing
them every day, I tend to lose sight of that. They look the same to
me, because the process takes time and while we’re going through it it
seems like it isn’t even happening. Growth is like that at school too.
Our kids spend a lot of time with teachers, reading books, practicing
math, exploring science concepts and many other pursuits. Through
it all they’re growing. They make gains every single day that they’re
here and at times in the middle of all that work we don’t realize their
progress. We can have a tendency to miss the growth and only focus

on what we see every day, which
often feels more like struggle than
progress or growth. We want the
final results, yet lose sight of the
miracles that take place at each
step of the process. I hope that
this spring as you are watching the
flowers push their way through
the dirt to add a splash of color to the dreary landscape, or you are
watching birds build their nests and that first fawn walking across the
field as you drive by, you stop and notice the growth. Don’t miss it as
it happens all around you and take some time to see it and appreciate
it in your kids too. Value the process of growing and the hard work
that your kids have put in all year. Look for their growth. Appreciate
it, value it and then get ready for more. It’s a long slow process just
like winter giving way to spring. And like the flowers of spring, your
kids are sprouting and blossoming. Somewhere, just beneath the surface, there’s a breakthrough ready to happen. And when it does it will
be beautiful. Enjoy it. Share it. Celebrate that growth the way you
celebrate spring. Revel in their reading growth. Marvel at their growth
in math. Stand in awe of their growth in art and music, and admire
their growth in PE, science and countless other areas. Their growth
is everywhere as it should be in the spring. It’s the growth that makes
spring so special to all of us, and once again this spring, we are thankful for the growth that we see here at Alexander Elementary School.
Growth outside, yes. But even more so in the classrooms. Thank you
for your help in the growth process and for entrusting
your children to us for the cultivation of their growth.
Happy Spring, everyone.
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Alexander High School Ranks #1

Over 800 students from 21 schools across Genesee, Livingston, Wyoming and Orleans coun
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1 in Tech Wars 2019 Competition

ties competed in the annual Tech Wars event held at Genesee Community College in March.
king home the Engineers Cup Trophy. Alexander middle and high school students
ategories. Excellent work Tech Wars competitors!
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Quarter Two Honor Roll Students
Grade 6
Balduf, Tyler
Bodnarskyj, Ella
Bryant, Paige
Bubel, Catrina
Bubel, Devin
Bubel, Kara
Bump, Melanie
Dundon, Sydney
Foss, Nathan
Gerhardt, Malory
Goodenbury, Faith
Harder, Teagan
Kelly, Rachel
Metz, Dakota
Natalizia, Kristian
O’Geen, Alexis
Pietrzykowski, Emily
Pohl, Dylan
Sawyer, Melissa
Scimia, Gia
St. Clair, Aleisha
Szymkowiak, Lillian
Thompson, Kristen
Wall, Riley
Weber, Raegan

Grade 7
Auricchio, Anthony
Begiers, Bradley
Bezon, Clayton
Burkhardt, Olivia
Burns, Morgan
Bykowski, Holly
Christie, Allionna
Dodge, Alexis
Dodge, Gabriel
Dunbar, Owen
Edmonds, Carter
Frieday, Hailey
Fuller, Madison
Green, Katelyn
Hamm, Aubrey
Johnson, Brittany
Koch, Austin
Kochmanski, Brooke
Kohl, Penelope
Kramer, Alyssa
Kwiatek, Dominic
Lippold, Paige
Luker, Angelina
Marchisin, William
Marino, Alexis
Murray, Nora
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Pellegrino, Sofia
Powell, Riley
Radder, Lillian
Reeves, Isabella
Roetzer, Karly
Saile, Maia
Saxman, Dylan
Schmieder, Shannon
Shepard, Carley
Woods, Trenton
Wright, Aaliyah

Grade 8
Ball, Justin
Baumgardner, Grace
Bennett, Andrew
Boyce, Makenna
Davis, Jett
Davis, Sarah
DeLelys, Olivia
Dolph, Leanne
Ferraro, Emma
Hanlin, Cory
Konfederath, Emily
LaDuke, Sally
Leitten, Haylie
McClellan, Kathryn
Mullen, Jadyn
Nichols, Caleb
Pohl, Melanie
Pulliam, Andrew
Rieser-Klier, Paige
Stroud, Mya
Thompson, Connor
Webb, Marissa
Wessel, Jasmine
Wolfley, Parker
Wozniak, Becca
Wright, Madalyn
Yax, Julia

Grade 9
Alberts, Aivery
Amico, Trinity
Caudill, Zachary
DeLelys, Kyle
Donovan, Mackenzie
Edmonds, Ian
Frieday, Matthew
Froebel, Autum
Graham, Chase
Kabel, Samantha
Kautz, Adeline
Kelly, Allison
Kramer, Emma
Lamitina, Isabella
Laney, Jacob
Langan-Lasker, Izabella
Lippold, Madalyn
Luker, Katarina

Plitt, Imogene
Saile, Neva
Sawyer, Samantha
Schum, Courtney
Scroger, Ethan
Slenker, Anna
Whitmore, Natalie
Wuest, Erika

Grade 10
Breton, Shannon
Davis, Cooper
Dodge, Eden
Fletcher, Hunter
George, Marissa
Hickey, Mikayla
Hume, Nicole
Judd, Colton
Kochmanski, Anne Marie
Kramer, Hailie
Kwiatkowski, Chloe
Lafferty, Alyssa
Merle, Mya
Merle, Rylie
Morrison, Jay
Przybylski, Kiersten

Raines, Emma
Young, Andrew

Grade 11
Alvord, Mitchel
Atkinson, Michael
Bliss, Cayna
Busch, Dylan
Bykowski, Abigail
Chamberlain, Lowell
Davis, Bryce
DeVries, Joshua
Heineman, Ethan
Hess, Adam
James, Dalton
Kusmierski, Cianna
Lowe, Hailee
Luker, Nathaniel
Lyons, Kameron
Mower, Hannah
Mullen, Camryn
Nichols, McKenzie
Nolan, Kathleen
Olszewski, Nicole
O’Neill, Garrett
Pope, Jacob

Santullo, Daniel
Schmieder, Lauren
Slenker, Claire
Smith, Faith
Stothers, Ian
Stroud, Ethan
Ulrich, Holly
Walton, Hayden
Whitmore, Evan
Wright, Carson
Yax, Kayla

Grade 12
Allen, Nicholas
Alvord, Haley
Antonucci, Emily
Basso, Eve
Bykowski, Madison
Cummings, Paige
Czechowski, Lindsay
Davis, Ryan
Delsordo, Anthony
Dudley, Alyssa
Farnsworth, Jacob
Henry, Noah

Hotnich, Connlan
Jeschke-Dean, Summer
Koch, Kolbee
Kochmanski, Mary
Kramer, Joshua
Kreutter, Tyler
Lowe, Jason
Miller, Paige
Moran, McKenna
Ohlson, Ashley
Pattridge, Thomas
Pickard, Jennifer
Przybylski, Jacob
Riggs, Macie
Scharlau, Jessica
Schmidt, Jordan
Stanley, Kathryn
Stefani, Charlie
Townley, Taya
Urban, Miah
Ward, Issak
Young, Lauren

Join the International Travel Club in New
Zealand and Australia
Join the International Travel Club on their July 2020 trip to New Zealand and Australia.
Spots are still open to participate in this once-in-a-lifetime experience. As part of the
12 day trip, participants will be traveling to Auckland, Rotura, Sydney and Cairns as
well as visiting the Featherdale Wildlife Park and Sydney Opera House. Participants
will also have the
opportunity to go
snorkeling with
marine biologists in Kuranda,
Australia. For
more information
please contact Beth
Shea at bshea@
alexandercsd.org or
585-595-1551 ext.
2148.

International Travel Club 2018 atop the Sierra Negra volcano on
Isabela Island in the Galapagos.

Serving Our Community is Time
Congratulations Spelling Bee Winners
Well Spent by Shannon Whitcombe, MS/HS Principal
The end of the school year is rapidly approaching, and although it seems like the
school year just got started, it also feels
like September was light-years ago. Or
maybe it just feels like years ago that we
enjoyed the sunlight? I’m not quite sure.
Either way, I am always encouraged by
the change in the weather from winter to
summer. People smile more readily, they seem
to be far happier and certainly have more energy.
As our children move into the summer months, let’s help them
harness their seemingly boundless energy and put it to good use.
If your child enjoys physical activity, perhaps you could encourage
them to visit an elderly neighbor and help them out around the
house or yard. If your child is creative and artistic, consider making
homemade “get well” cards for people in hospitals or nursing homes
and deliver them in-person. If your child is fond of animals, I am
certain that local animal shelters could benefit from the help of an
eager volunteer. For children who like to write, have them select a
local issue or concern that means a lot to them and have them write
letters to elected officials or newspapers. Your child’s efforts could
lead to important and needed change.

From left to right: Morgan Burns- 4th place, Paige Bryant- 3rd place,
Triton Spencer- 2nd place and Riley Wall- 1st place.

When you teach children how to serve their community they learn
invaluable lessons about being responsible and compassionate while
filling their time with meaningful activities that make a difference.
In my opinion, that is time well spent!

Alexander Students Inducted Into National Technical Honor Society
by Maggie Fitzgibbon

In March, 58 Batavia CTE Center students were inducted
into the National Technical Honor Society (NTHS). The
NTHS honors the achievements of top career and technical education students, provides scholarships to encourage
the pursuit of higher education and cultivates excellence in
today’s highly competitive, skilled workforce. These students
each met rigorous criteria set forth by this national organization. Leadership, scholarship, skills, honesty, citizenship,
service and responsibility are seven attributes that an NTHS
member must embody. The minimum grade point average
for acceptance is 3.0. Students are also selected based upon
credit hours completed, attendance, volunteer service and
membership in other student organizations. Congratulations
to the following Alexander NTHS students: Lucas DoranAuto Tech, Jason Lowe- Culinary Arts, John McCarthyAuto Tech, Donald Strang III- Conservation
and Jose Vanegas- Culinary Arts.
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News from the Second Grade Team
The Second Grade Team is very
excited about our upcoming
annual Patriotic Program! Our
students have worked hard to
learn not only the background
for the many songs that will
honor our community’s military
members, but also a plethora
of vocabulary terms and definitions that make up these important
songs for our country. The second graders are looking forward to
sharing their program on Tuesday, May 14, 2019 at 7pm in the
District Auditorium. All are welcome to come and share an evening
filled with both spoken verses and musical selections that pay tribute to the men and women of our Armed Forces. We hope that you
are able to join us as we honor these men and women who proudly
serve our country and protect the freedoms we hold so dear. Thank
you!

MS Pageturners Place Second
in Competition
The Alexander
MS Pageturners
placed second
in the February
competition held in
OakfieldAlabama.
Competing
schools included Alexander,
OakfieldAlabama,
Batavia and Lockport. Congratulations to the following MS
Pageturners: Marie Saxman, Owen Dunbar, Carley Shepard,
Maia Saile, Sara Chase, Angelina Luker, Ella Bodnarskyj and
Paige Bryant. Serving as the MS Pageturners advisors are Erica
Swinehart and Kathy Koers.

Alexander Choral Singers Perform
the National Anthem
Mr. Hoerbelt traveled with Alexander choral singers to the
Harborcenter in Buffalo during the month of February. Kicking off
the Canisius College vs. Niagara University hockey game, Alexander
students sang “O Canada” and the American national anthem for
spectators.

DNA Model and Replication Challenge
Miss Shea’s grade 9 Living Environment
classes held a DNA Model and Replication
Challenge. Students built a DNA model
and then replicated it with strands that had
to be identically built. The classes voted on
the best DNA and replicated strand. The
winning team consisted of Courtney Schum,
Erika Wuest, Hale Mae Smith, Macie
Alvord, Shawn Raffel, Adeline Kautz, Isabella
Lamintina and Emma Kramer.
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Congratulations Scholar Athletes
The following teams at Alexander High School were named NYSPHSAA Scholar/Athlete teams: Varsity Girls
Basketball, Varsity Boys Basketball, Varsity Basketball Cheerleading, Varsity Boys Swimming and Varsity Girls
Swimming. To be eligible 75% of the team’s roster must receive a total GPA of 90% and above.
The following athletes participated on a Scholar/Athlete team and maintained a 90% average or higher during their
season and were named Scholar Athletes for the Winter 2018/19 season.

Varsity Girls Basketball Scholar Athletes

Hailie Kramer, McKenzie Nichols, Haley Alvord, Madison Bykowski,
Alyssa Dudley, Macie Riggs, Jessica Scharlau and Taya Townley.

Varsity Basketball Cheerleading Scholar Athletes

Angelina Luker, Sofia Pellegrino, Isabella Reeves, Shannon Schmieder,
Trinity Amico, Mackenzie Donovan, Isabella Lamitina, Paige Miller
and Miah Urban.

Varsity Boys Swimming Scholar Athletes

Jett Davis, Cooper Davis, Colton Judd, Andrew Young, Lowell Chamberlain,
Nate Luker, Ethan Stroud and Nicholas Allen.

Varsity Boys Basketball Scholar Athletes

Michael Atkinson, Dylan Busch, Bryce Davis, Kameron Lyons, Jacob Pope,
Evan Whitmore, Carson Wright and Ryan Davis.

Varsity Girls Swimming Scholar Athletes

Jayden Mullen, Shannon Breton, Nicole Hume, Alyssa Lafferty,
Cianna Kusmierski, Hailee Lowe, Camryn Mullen and Lauren Young.
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Alexander Winter Athletics
Varsity Swim Team Wins Sportsmanship Award
The Varsity Swim Team won the RochesterMonroe Swimming & Diving Official
Sportsmanship Award for the Winter
2018/19 season. Swimming officials select
several teams they believe exhibit respect for
other teams, compassion, team unity and
fairness towards their fellow teammates,
competitors on other teams and officials.
The officials then vote on the school they feel
exceeds their expectations of good sportsmanship. The Varsity Swim Team is coached
by Beth Shea. Congratulations Swim Team
athletes and Coach Shea!
Team captains and Coach Shea accept the Sportsmanship Award on behalf of their team. Pictured from
left to right: Lauren Young, Nicole Hume, Ethan Stroud, Lowell Chamberlain, Nick Allen, Nate Luker
and Coach Beth Shea

Hailee Lowe Makes Section V Team Four Consecutive Years

Hailee Lowe attended Cold Spring Harbor High School on Long Island for the State Championships for
Varsity Gymnastics. Selected for the Section V team and qualifying for the state meet for the fourth consecutive year, Hailee broke her personal best score on the uneven bars and vault during the competition. Of the
1,700 high school gymnasts in New York State, only 121 were selected for the state team and competed in the
Championships. Congratulations Hailee!

Cheer Team Finishes Strong at Sectionals
The competitive cheer team placed 2nd
at the Genesee Region finals competition
and 4th in the Section at RIT to end their
competition season.
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Cheerleading Team at Genesee Region Competition at Genesee Community College

Winter Genesee Region All-Stars
All stars are selected and voted on by coaches in the Genesee Region. Selections are based
upon individual athletes’ contributions to their team in the areas of athletic performance,
attitude, effort and demonstrations of positive character attributes. The following students
were named Genesee Region All-Stars: Boys basketball- Chris McClinic and Ryan Davis,
Girls basketball- Hailee Kramer, Basketball cheerleading- Trinity Amico and Miah Urban,
Swimming- Nicole Hume, Hailee Lowe, Nate Luker, Jaydn Mullen, Ethan Stroud, Andrew
Young and Lauren Young, Wrestling- Mitchell Gaiser, Ethan Heineman, Josh Kelsey,
Jonathon Bigsby and Spencer Wuest.

January Athletes of the
Month

Front row from left to right: Varsity Girls BasketballMcKenzie Nichols, Varsity Girls Swimming- Lauren
Young and Varsity Cheerleading- Isabella Lamitina.
Back row from left to right: Varsity Boys BasketballTyrone Woods, Varsity Wrestling- Ethan Heineman
and Varsity Boys Swimming- Nick Allen.

February Athletes of the Month

Varsity Wrestling Team
Genesee Region Champions

From left to right: Varsity Boys Basketball- Kameron Lyons, Varsity
Wrestling- Mitch Gaiser, Varsity Basketball Cheerleading- Miah Urban,
Varsity Girls Basketball- Madison Bykowski and Varsity Boys SwimmingAndrew Young and Nate Luker. Not pictured: Varsity Girls SwimmingJadyn Mullen.

Varsity Boys Basketball Team
Genesee Region Champions

Photo Credit: Yearbook Club

Congratulations Genesee Region Coaches
of the Year- Wayne Hanley & Tom Aldinger
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Alexander Artists Stay Busy While
Prepping
for Annual Art Show
by Karen LaDuke
On February 15, the High School Art Club,
Sculpture class and Advanced Studio in Art class
traveled to the Albright-Knox Art Gallery to see
the “We the People” exhibit. Students learned
how the invention of the camera in the 1800s
changed the way artists were able to create art
and how 21st century art has evolved in a new
direction. Taking a tour of the exhibit, students
were introduced to how galleries select, buy
and create artwork. Students learned that
Albright-Knox only displays 5 percent of their
collection at any one time!
During the winter, the High School Art Club
hosted guest speaker, Cynda Watroba, who
demonstrated the art of snow dyeing. Students
rubber banded, folded and scrunched tee shirts
using the same techniques as tie dyeing. They set their balled up shirts in a plastic tub and placed freshly
fallen snow on top of their work. Next, they poured fabric dye over the snow and shirt. Since the snow takes
several hours to melt, the dye divides into the primary colors it was made from as it seeps down into the
fabric. This process leads to unexpected and beautiful results with each shirt being completely
original.
The Middle School/ High School Annual Art Show will take place during the month of
May. The opening will be held on May 9th before the elementary concert from 6 to 7pm.
Please come and support our student artists. There will be hundreds of artwork pieces
on display. Students
will vie for cash prizes
awarded by the Art Club.
High School Art Club
members will select their
favorite pieces from each class.
These pieces will be on display
as finalists. All current art
students will vote on their favorite from these finalists. First,
second and third place winners will be
announced as well as Administrators’
Choice Awards.

Positive Behavior Recognized at ACS
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Josh Kramer was given a positive behavior referral from Mrs. Kendall for helping his
teacher and displaying thoughtfulness. Great work Josh for exhibiting Trojan pride and
setting an example for your fellow classmates.

Scholastic Bowl Team Wins Regional Competition
The Alexander Scholastic Bowl Team won the Regional
Competition held in February at Genesee Community
College. Advancing to the finals against LeRoy and Batavia
teams, Alexander was victorious with 270 points to LeRoy’s
220 points and Batavia’s 230 points. During the competition, students were quizzed on a broad range of information
from general high school academic facts to current events,
sports trivia and history. Team members include: Nick Allen,
Kolbee Koch, Lowell Chamberlain, Ethan Stroud, Mary
Kochmanski, Eden Dodge and Nate Luker.
Photo Credit: Yearbook Club

Shawn Calmes Strives High Both In the
Classroom and Beyond

GVEP Students of the Month
Thomas Pattridge and Lucas Doran were awarded Student of the Month for their excellent work
in their Genesee Valley BOCES CTE programs.
Congratulations Thomas and Lucas!

Thomas Pattridge, Electronics

Above, from left to right: American Legion Oratorical
Contest District Level Vice-Chairman Wayne Sorrentino,
first place winner Melissa Barnosky, second place winner
Shawn Calmes, third place winner Gavin Swanson and
American Legion 8th District Commander John Miga.
At left: Shawn and Judge Adams at swearing-in
ceremony.

Ninth grade honor roll student, Shawn Calmes, represented Wyoming County
American Legion at the 8th District American Legion Oratorical competition
in Kenmore, NY. Shawn did an outstanding job at the competition placing
2nd. Shawn and his family would like to send a special thanks to Lisa SchultzWyoming County Oratorical Chairperson, Bob Wood- Commander Post 734
and Robert Babock- Shawn’s coach.
Shawn was sworn in as a member of the Genesee County Youth Court by Judge
Eric Adams. The Genesee County Youth Court is designed to give students the
opportunity to participate as judges, prosecutors, defense attorneys and clerks/
bailiffs in proceedings held for youth offenders referred to the court by school
or law enforcement. Well done Shawn on your many achievements both in and
outside of school.

Lucas Doran, Auto Technology

Students Jump at the
Chance to do Gymnastics
The elementary gym was filled with
gymnastics equipment during the
month of March with mats, a floor
beam, a large inflatable tumbling mat
and other apparatuses to help students
learn coordination
and balance while
building strength
and having fun.
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Deputy Erion and K9 Partner, Frankie, Teach Perseverance and Integrity
to Elementary Students
In February, Deputy Chris Erion and his K9 partner, Frankie, visited the elementary school to
teach students the importance of perseverance and integrity. Aligning with the elementary school’s
CHAMPION initiative which encourages character development, thoughtfulness and positive
engagement with others, Deputy Erion spoke to students about what perseverance and integrity
mean as a police officer and as a student. “I want them to understand what perseverance and integrity mean and how they see these characteristics worked out in their own lives,” said Deputy Erion.
The assembly began with students, Annabella Nicastro and Cora Whitcombe, summarizing the attributes of an Alexander CHAMPION and then introducing Deputy Erion. Deputy Erion described
integrity as doing the right thing when no one is looking. Or, as his own father advised him, “Act like
your mom is always with you.” He explained that perseverance comes when we are faced with something difficult and we tell ourselves to push through the task “just five more minutes.”
Before bringing Frankie in the building, Deputy Erion asked students to guess what kind of partner
he has. “What do I use to help me? Here’s two clues: it stinks and it finds things,” coaxed Deputy
Erion. “A skunk!” shouted one student with excitement. Deputy Erion introduced the students to
Frankie, a 2 year old Belgian Malinois born in Holland. The assembly was a tremendous success and
all of the teachers in the room were happy to hear Deputy Erion did not have a skunk for a partner.

Deputy Erion led students in attempting the world’s largest dab.

Opening presenters- Annabella
Nicastro and Cora Whitcombe.

