Smithson Valley
Middle School
Welcome 6th graders
2019-20!
Principal: Michael Keranen
Assistant Principal: Colby Evans
Assistant Principal: Aryn Standeford
Counselor: Maria Anna Esparza
Counselor: Monica Ulbricht

Purpose
Review course selections and disseminate
information that will help parents make
best course choices for their child.

SVMS 6th Grade Course Section Form

Fill out if enrolling in at least 1 Pre-AP Class

Entry Guidelines for Middle
School Pre-AP
6th-8th Grade Students who opt to participate in Pre-AP courses should:
1. Successfully complete prerequisite courses as specified in the course catalog.
2. Demonstrate mastery (Level II Performance) on most recent course-related
state-mandated performance assessments (STAAR) scores. ELAR scores
will be considered for Pre-AP 7th/8th grade History courses. Math scores will
be considered for 7th/8th Grade Pre-AP Science courses.
3. Meet placement guidelines on previous school year Mathematics/ELA
STAAR Test.
Parents of students who do not meet the criteria for enrollment may still elect to enroll
their students in a Pre-AP course, understanding that students may require additional
encouragement and support to be successful in these courses. Parents will be asked to
sign an agreement.

6th Grade Required Core Courses
1. English Language Arts (Regular or Pre-AP)
2. Math (Regular or Pre-AP)
3. Science
4. Social Studies

English Language Arts-ELA
1161
Full Year

Grade: 6

This is a course designed to provide students with a strong foundation of
genre-based reading and writing. Students will strengthen their
understanding of reading, writing, research, listening, speaking and the
oral and written conventions of the English language by developing
students’ skills in critical, analytical and creative thinking, close
reading, grammar and composition. Students will be expected to read
and write on a daily basis and keep a portfolio of written work.
Summer Reading will be required.

Pre-AP English Language Arts
(ELA) 1162
Full Year Grade: 6
Prerequisite: *
Pre-AP English is a course designed for high-achieving 6th grade students
demonstrating advanced English language arts skills, who will receive
instruction leading to subsequent Pre-AP and AP English Language Arts
courses. The class will cover all 6th essential knowledge. Emphasis is placed
on developing critical and creative thinking and analysis of the style of
selected authors and works through required reading, discussions, essays, and
exams. Students will be expected to read and write on a daily
Summer reading will be required.

Mathematics
2161
Full Year Grade: 6

Primary focal areas are number and operations; proportionality;
expressions, equations, and relationships; and measurement and data.
For more detailed description of this course, please refer to the MS Course
Guideline on the Comal ISD website.

Pre-AP Math
2162
Full Year Grade 6
Prerequisite *

Pre-AP math is a course designed for high-achieving 6th grade students
demonstrating advanced mathematical skills, who will receive instruction
leading to 8th grade algebra and subsequent Pre-AP and AP mathematics
courses. The class will cover all 6th essential knowledge. This course will
compact TEKS within the 6th and 7th grade curriculum.

Science
3161
Full Year Grade: 6
Science for 6th grade is a course designed for all students that utilize
specific instructional strategies designed to enhance the development of
critical thinking skills. Through the incorporation of Laying the
Foundation laboratories and project based learning, Students analyze
real-world situations through scientific problem solving. Concepts
covered are interdisciplinary in nature with a focus on physical science.
Topics of study include elements, compounds and mixtures, energy
resources, potential and kinetic energy, energy transformations, force and
motion, solar system and space exploration, taxonomic classifications and
levels of organization in ecosystems. Students will also learn about safe
behaviors, puberty, and the reproductive system through the “Worth the
Wait” curriculum.

Social Studies
4161
Full Year Grade: 6
Social Studies for 6th grade is designed for all students. The course utilizes
strategies that develop the skills, habits of mind, and concepts needed for higher
level thinking. Students study people, places and societies of the contemporary
world, the influence of individuals on events and the differing nature of
citizenship. Students will identify different ways of organizing economic and
governmental systems. Students will compare institutions and the effects of
technology on societies and identify different points of view about events. A
Wide variety of primary and secondary source material is used to teach the
strands of knowledge and skills listed in the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills.

Year Long Electives
Choir I
Band I
Orchestra
Theatre Arts
Art
P.E. Fitness/Health
MS Dance 1 (PE Credit)
*Critical Thinking
*Must qualify as GT; replaces Youth Leadership and Technology Applications if chosen

MS Choir
MS Choir 1
Full Year
Prerequisite: None
Students will learn choral reading techniques, ear training, vocal
production, solfege, and basic theory.
Attendance is required for all rehearsals and performances.

MS Band
MS Band 1
Full Year
Prerequisite: None

Students will be placed in specific instrument classes within the brass,
woodwind, and percussion families. The students will be screened for
placement on an instrument based on their physical characteristics, as well
as their preference, with the goal of placing them on instruments with
which they can be successful.

MS Orchestra
MS Orchestra 1
Full Year
Prerequisite: None

Students in Grade 6 enrolled in the first year of middle school string
orchestra may select this course. This course is designed for students
who exhibit an interest in learning to play violin, viola, cello, or string
bass.

MS Theatre Arts
MS Theatre Arts 1
Full Year
Prerequisite: None
MS Theatre Arts 1 first year students explore elements of drama and
conventions of theatre, interpret characters, voice and body expression
and the relationship of theatre to history, society, and culture.

MS Art
MS Art 1
Full Year
Prerequisite: None
MS Art 1 extends the learning of basic elements of art and principles of
design, art history, and art appreciation. Students design, develop, and
create art using a variety of media.

Physical Education
Wellness: Physical Education
Full Year
Prerequisite: None

Students will continue to improve and develop their fitness knowledge
and level through a variety of individual and team sports and activities.
All activities are designed to improve their personal fitness level and
acquire health and fitness information necessary to become healthy and
active adults. State fitness testing will also be included in this course.
Grades are based on participation, skills, and written tests.
Regular PE Students are not required to dress out each day.

MS Dance 1
MS Dance 1 for PE Credit
Full Year
Prerequisite: None
Students will learn basic elements of dance styles and acquire the
wellness information and skills necessary to become healthy adults.
Students will be required to dress out in dance clothes and dance shoes
each day.

Critical Thinking
Critical Thinking through Cultural Awareness I
Full Year
Prerequisite: GT Identified in Comal ISD
This class is designed to meet specific needs of Identified Gifted and
Talented students. Emphasis is on intellectual exploration and the development
of critical thinking and problem solving through an appreciation of cultures. An
enrichment curriculum integrates core content areas and explores the process of
problem solving through both independent and team-based development of
advanced projects. This class incorporates aspects of communication, character
development and effective use of technology/resources. Assessment is based on
both product quality and process skill.

Semester Long Electives
Youth Leadership (Required)
Technology Applications (Required)

Youth Leadership
Semester
Grade: 6
Prerequisite: None
This class consists of 4 basic units of study:
1. Utilizing Resources (middle school transition information, time
2.

management, study skills, multi-media tools);
Communication (building positive relationships and presenting
information effectively)

3.
4.

Critical Thinking (scientific process, logic, and analysis skills);
Character Development (anti-bullying, citizenship, and positive
behavior development) .

Technology Applications
Semester
Grade: 6
Prerequisite: None
Technology Applications/Multimedia focuses on the use of applications,
including word processing, graphics, spreadsheets, databases, and
communications, to introduce a broad spectrum of computer
fundamentals. Additionally, students will learn to create multimedia
presentations, learn the basics of creating and/or enhancing digitized
computer art and animation, and accessing needed information from
LAN’s, and the Internet. In this class, students will implement various
types of hardware and software to explore computer concepts. This
course also provides the student with the history of the computer and the
impact of the computer on society.

ESL
English for Speakers of Other Languages
Beginning, Intermediate, Advanced
Full Year Grade: 6
Prerequisite: State and District Criteria
ESOL is the language arts class for students for whom English is their
2nd language. Emphasis is placed on vocabulary, grammar, usage, and
spelling. Listening and speaking skills, composition, language usage,
and visual literacy are also developed through the study of literature.

Accelerated Math Strategies
Accelerated Math Strategies
Full Year Grade: 6
Prerequisite: Campus recommendation

The course is in addition to the grade level mathematics course. It is
designed to assist students who have not performed well on the
mathematics portion of the STAAR test. The course includes addition,
subtraction, multiplication and division; decimals; perfect squares;
integers; mental math skills; estimation skills and analysis of word
problems.

Accelerated Reading Strategies
Accelerated Reading Strategies
Full Year
Grade: 6
Prerequisite: Campus recommendation

This course is in addition to the grade level Language Arts course. It is
designed for students who are reading below grade level. The course
provides for individualized instruction, including Read 180, to meet each
student’s unique need in decoding, fluency, vocabulary development and
comprehension.

Middle School FAQ Questions
Cafeteria
PE/Pre-Athletics
Lockers
Books
Academic Pass

Tutorials
Parent Connection
Communication
Schedule Changes
Library

Other Questions??

Cafeteria
All 6th graders eat lunch together.
Lunch is 30 minutes in length and comes after 3rd
period each day.
Students may bring a lunch from home or purchase a
lunch from the cafeteria.
(dancing during lunch is optional J)

For more information:
https://www.comalisd.org/apps/pages/child_nutrition_home

Physical Education- Wellness
Students do not dress out for non-athletics Physical Education
class in 6th Grade. The gym located in the parking lot of the
school is where the 6th graders participate in PE.

Pre-Athletics
Students dress out daily. Physical conditioning and knowledge
of all UIL sports are taught and practices during the school year.

Lockers
There are no lockers at SVMS- Students are allowed to check
out text books for home use. All classrooms have a set of books
for students to use. All textbooks can also be found on the
internet. Teachers will give students the code to gain access.

Academic Pass
Wednesday of each school week, all students have the opportunity to have their
Academic Pass punched. Criteria for getting your pass punched is that the
student must be passing all of their classes at the time the failure report is run
each Wednesday morning. If a student is passing, then that student is allowed to
attend all school events for the next 7 days. If a student is failing one or more
classes, the student is not allowed to attend any home sporting event, school
dance or pep rally.

Tutorials
It is STRONGLY suggested that students attend tutoring with their teachers.
Teachers are available before school beginning at 8:00 am and after school by
appointment. Parents can write a note for their child to enter the building before
school and attend tutoring or the student can show their school ID. Some
teachers issue permanent passes for their students.
Please check with your child’s teachers to get more specific tutoring days
and times.

Parent Connection
We encourage you to stay informed with your child’s daily/weekly progress in
the classroom. Please go to www.comalisd.org and click on the “Parent
Connection” Tab on the left. You will need your child’s Student ID# and the
Portal ID # that you can find on your child’s official schedule they receive at the
beginning of the school year. Please contact a School Counselor if you need
assistance.

Parent Communication
Teachers communicate through Parent Connection, individual websites, Remind,
Google Classroom, emails and phone calls. All teachers post their daily/weekly
assignments on their boards in their classrooms. Students are expected to copy
assignments from the board into their agendas so parents can review assignments
at home. If you have any concerns regarding your child, please do not
hesitate to contact your child’s teacher(s) or Counselor.

Stay Connected with SVMS
SVMS Website: http://svms.comalisd.org//
Teacher Websites/Emails:
http://svms.comalisd.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=1207489&type=d&pREC_ID=1609245

Facebook: “Like” us on https://www.facebook.com/cisdsmithsonvalleymiddle
Twitter: @SVMSCounseling
Instagram: svmscounseling
Remind: Text @svms1718 to 81010

Library
SVMS Library is the HUB of our school. Visit the
library before school, during lunch and after school. ELA classes
rotate into the library every 2 weeks.

Schedule Changes
Schedule changes are made the first 10 days
of the school year only. Teacher changes are
not allowed without approval of the Principal.

Course Guidelines
For more detailed descriptions of all middle school courses and other
general information:
https://4.files.edl.io/34ef/06/25/18/175054-705a1cb0-593e-4b77-addf-a61b7761d1c6.pdf

Smithson Valley Middle School
Counselors
Maria Anna Esparza - (Last Names A-L)
830-885-1249
maria.esparza@comalisd.org
Monica Ulbricht – (Last Names M-Z)
830-885-1209
monica.ulbricht@comalisd.org

