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BPA members statebound
Eight to compete at State Leadership Conference

By Sabine Lazo
Members of Caldwell’s
Business Professionals
of America (BPA) chapter were scheduled to
travel to Dallas from
Mar. 6-9 to participate
in the 2019 BPA State
Leadership Conference.
Eight BPA members,
along with club sponsors Mrs. and Mr. Lazo,
will participate in computerized tests, leadership workshops, social
networking activities,
official BPA ceremonies, and individual
competitions at this
year’s conference.
Each student attending the trip qualified by
earning top honors at
the Regional Leadership Conference (RLC)
in January.
Seniors Macey
McCuller, Steven
Amazeen and Will
Stelzig qualified in the
Video Production Team
event with a first place
at the RLC, as well
as in their individual
events of Fundamental Spreadsheet Applications, Economic
Research Individual
and Personal Financial
Management, respec-

tively.
Bethany Denson and
Jenna Ellsworth, also
seniors, both qualified
in Word Processing
events. Denson placed
third in Intermediate
Word Processing, while
Ellsworth took first
place at regionals in
Advanced Word Processing.
Abel Hernandez, another senior, placed
first in the Graphic Design Promotion event.
Juniors Allyson McDonald and Sabine
Lazo will also be attending to compete in
their respective events,
Intermediate Word

Processing and Prepared Speech.
Traveling members
will be gaining the
most from their trip by
attending a number of
workshops, including
“Rockstar Leadership”
and “Dealing With People: It’s Easier Than
Jail.”
Members also plan on
serving as interns during the conference and
attending formal ceremonies, during which
some Caldwell BPA
members will receive
statewide honors.
Amazeen, Denson,
Ellsworth, Lazo, McCuller, McDonald and

Stelzig will all be receiving the Statesman
Award for participating
in the Torch Awards
program, which rewards values such as
civic service, patriotism, and activism.
Senior Rosa Martinez
will also receive this
accolade.
“BPA State is always
a great experience,”
Amazeen said.
“Being able to spend
time with the other
members from the
Caldwell chapter and
interacting with members from the other
chapters is the best
part,” he said.
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Spotlight on former
student: Lani Pieper
Lani Pieper graduated
from CHS in 2018, and
is currently an Agricultural Communications
and Journalism major
with a minor in Agricultural Leadership and
Development at Texas
A&M University.
As a freshman, Pieper
is a Communications
Specialist for a project
called The Grit Factor.
“I heard about the
internship in two of
my classes. Kathryn
Edmunds, the director and creator of The
Grit Factor, came and
visited us and told my
classes about the project. I was interested in
her story and the stories
she told us about others
she met, and I was so
inspired,” Pieper said.
Edmunds is a graduate student at TAMU
who has a deal with
Netflix for her documentaries. Before the
deal, Edmunds posted
on social media asking
if anyone knew of or had
any stories of resilience
and thriving. Her inbox
was soon flooded with
responses.
Soon after the visit
from Edmunds, Pieper
applied for the position,
received an interview,
and was accepted for
the position.
“I was ecstatic! I
couldn’t believe that I
was given this opportunity as a freshman,”
Pieper said.

Pieper has had the responsibility of creating
content for Kickstarter.
“Kickstarter is the
equivalent to a GoFundMe but for artistic
outlets like documentaries,” Pieper said.
So far, Pieper has
created the layout and
written about the movement to help raise money the group needs to
film the documentary.
Once The Grit Factor
launches their website,
Pieper will start her
position has a Communication Specialist.
“I will be writing blog
posts about the resilient
stories we receive from
our supporters,” Pieper
said. “I will be reaching
out to them to write the
best version of their
story I can.”
Pieper is still able to
attend classes and be
a part of other organizations while working
with The Grit Factor.

By Caroline Supak

She has flexible hours,
so she is able to accomplish her work at her
own pace. The group
meets once a week for
a few hours to discuss
their plans and progress.
“After our Kickstarter
launches, it will be hectic,” Pieper said. “All
the teams of The Grit
Factor will be busy doing their own things to
create content and raise
money for our documentary.”
Pieper has plans to
study abroad in Mexico
after the spring semester ends. Because of
this, she will be able to
work towards receiving
her minor in ALED.
“I am super excited for
this opportunity to grow
further in my knowledge of culture and agricultural leadership,”
Pieper said.
Pieper was involved
in numerous organiza-

tions at CHS, including
serving as Vice-President of the FFA chapter. She believes these
organizations played a
huge factor in developing her character and
values.
When asked if she had
any advice for future
journalists, Pieper believes that the most
important thing is to be
unbiased. It is essential
for a journalist to be
able to see both sides of
a story.
Pieper’s advice to incoming college students
is to have no fear, not
hold back on opportunities, study early for
exams, and come prepared to class.
“Some of the greatest moments so far in
college that I have experienced is the opportunities I took a risk
on,” Pieper said. “You
will always regret the
chances you don’t take.”

LANI PIEPER was selected to be part of a Netflix documentary,
The Grit Factor, featuring people’s stories of resiliency and grit.
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After School
Tutorials
If you are needing
extra help, stay
after school.
Tutuorial times
are from
3:40-4:30.
English:
Mondays
with Mr. Bailey
Math:
Tuesdays
with Mrs. Giese
Buses will run -5 different
drop-off locations

Spanish Club Field Trip

By Sabine Lazo
The Spanish Club
took a field trip to
watch the National
Hispanic Flamenco
Ballet’s performance
at the Nathaniel
Center in Kingwood
on Feb. 25.
Mrs. Love, the club’s
sponsor, organized
the trip alongside
Spanish Club officers
in order to expand
members’ cultural
experiences.
Members of Spanish Club were enthusiastic about the trip.
“I think the trip is Enrique enjoyed the
a great opportunity show and “all the culfor anyone to experi- ture it represents.”
ence,” junior Jessica Anyone interested
Enrique said.
in learning more

about Spanish Club
can reach to Mrs.
Love or to the club’s
president, Berenice
Zapata.

THE CALDWELL LADY HORNET varsity basketball team is, from left, front, Angela
Flores (manager), Kennedy Tennell, Daeghan Drgac, Ceyonce Harrison, Alexa Olivarez,
Khaliah Butler, back, Andrea Flores, Aalayiah Jones, Chris Taplin (coach), Aiyliyia
Bell, Priscilla Olivarez, Mackenzie Brown (coach). Not pictured Aaliyiah Massingill.

Rejection Therapy
Imagine walking up to a pet
store employee and asking,
“Can I pet the fish?”
That’s exactly what senior
Macey McCuller did.
She’s not alone in her apparent randomness.
Will Stelzig, also a senior,
asked a Starbucks barista if
he could purchase an entire
bottle of vanilla syrup.
Another senior, Rosa Martinez, asked a stranger in a
store if she could help her
find a new outfit.
No, they haven’t been driven crazy by the stress of
senior year.
These students are a part of
Mrs. Lazo’s Business Information Management (BIM)
II and practicum class, and
their strange questions are
actually a class assignment.
Earlier in the semester,
students in Lazo’s class were
asked to find a TED Talk to
watch and discuss as a class.
Among the talks chosen was
Jia Jiang’s “What I learned
from 100 days of rejection,”
in which the young entrepreneur discusses how he
achieved success by overcoming his fear of rejection.
Jiang’s secret to overcom-

ing rejection was rejection
therapy, a 100 day challenge,
the goal of which is to be rejected at least once every day
for 100 days.
The talk resonated with
Lazo, and she assigned her
students a similar task- one
rejection a week for the rest
of the school year.
There are a few limitations- rejections must not be
illegal, immoral, or unsafe,
and students must be able
and willing to follow through
in the event that they are not
rejected.
At first, students were less
than enthused.
“I was immediately anxious
about it,” Stelzig said.
After beginning the challenge in earnest, however,
most of the class has changed
their tune.
“The rejection therapy assignment has been a great
way for me to step out of my
comfort zone,” senior Ernie
Homeyer said.
And, though it does require
some courage, rejection therapy can have some unexpectedly positive results.
For one thing, these outlandish demands are not

CHS raised almost $670.95 to donate
to Hornets Helping Hornets.
The winning class was Mrs. Stewart’s class with $149.86, averaging out
to $18.73 per students.
Mr. Hancock’s class placed second
with over $100.
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By Sabine Lazo

always rejected, as Stelzig
discovered upon his visit to
Starbucks.
“Turns out, you can buy
the vanilla syrup from Starbucks. It cost me $13 to find
that out, but…” he said in his
video reviewing the rejection.
And even the rejections
aren’t always bad- sometimes
they’re downright hilarious,
as was the case when McCuller asked for a grilled
cheese at Chick-Fil-A.
The result? McCuller received two slices of packaged
cheese and some bread in a
Chick-Fil-A bag.
“I’ll admit I was surprised
at first, but when you think
about it, it’s kind of funny,”
McCuller said.
“But the moral of the story
is: ‘Don’t order a ‘grilled
cheese’ at Chick-Fil-A.”
“One of the most prevalent
fears is the fear or rejection.
This fear, if not overcome,
will limit your ability to be
the best and do the most that
you can,” teacher Mrs. Lazo
said.
“The purpose of this assignment is to overcome this
fear by facing it head on,”
she said.
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The importance
of listening

By Caroline Supak

Melissa Daimler, in her speech “Listening Is an Overlooked Leadership Tool,”
tells readers that, “the most powerful
mode of communication is that of two
people listening.” I happen to agree 100
percent with this statement.
With the popularity of social media increasing daily, it is very easy to become
so engrossed in our cell phones. Sometimes we become so engrossed that we
lose sight of the people and things that
truly matter. With this, it is extremely
important to pay attention when conversing with others.
Light and casual conversations can
eventually lead to serious conversations.
In order to enter a serious conversation, all members must be willing to put
away any distractions so that they can
actively participate in the conversation.
It is amazing how comforting it can be
to have someone to “vent” to. The level
of comfort skyrockets when the person
you are talking to seems genuinely interested in what you have to say.
According to Daimler, it takes time and
practice to become a good listener. She
also lists the three types of listening:
internal, focused and 360.
Internal listeners are focused on themselves when they should be focusing on
others during a conversation.
Focused listeners can focus on the
other person, but fail to fully connect
with them.
360 listeners are able to fully analyze
a person when connecting with them.
I strive to be a 360 listener, but sometimes feel I am only a focused listener.
To become a better listener, Daimler
advises readers to look people in the eye,
create space in your day, and ask more
questions.

BPA Week
Feb. 11-15 marked a
special week for Business Professionals of
America (BPA) members: BPA Week, during which local chapter members worked
to promote and recognize various aspects
of BPA throughout
the community.
Caldwell BPA
kicked off the week
with a baked potato
luncheon to honor
staff and school board
members.
“I feel that hosting
the meal was a nice
way to give back and
show our appreciation
for the wonderful staff
that does so much
for our students and
school as a whole,”
BPA member Jenna
Elsworth said.
Throughout the
week, chapter members also created and

By Sabine Lazo
displayed posters
throughout the school
promoting BPA and
explaining its connections to patriotism
and to the community.
On Thursday, Feb.
14, the chapter also
welcomed a very
special guest: Mayor
Norris McManus,
who spoke to business
students about his job
as mayor and as a local businessman.
“Overall, I think
BPA Week 2019 was
a great success,”
chapter president Sabine Lazo said.
Anyone interested
i n l e ar n i n g m o r e
about Caldwell BPA
can contact sponsors
Mrs. and Mr. Lazo
or chapter president
and vice president Sabine Lazo and Steven
Amazeen.

According to the College Board, the average cost of college is
nearly $10,000 a yearfor in-state, public
tuition, that is. Outof-state and private
tuition can reach over
$30,000 a year!
With such staggering
costs, it’s easy to see
why financial stress
surrounding college
is a major factor for
many high school students, particularly
those from low-income
homes.
Though there are
countless scholarship
opportunities available, it’s often hard to
sift through the many
programs promising
help and guidance,
which is why we’ve
compiled a list of some
of the best resources
here.
QuestBridge: Focused on high-performing juniors and
seniors from low-income families, this
website is an incredible resource for academically achieving
students who might
otherwise not be able

Scholarship Tools

to go to college. One
application is all it
takes, and, if you’re
accepted into the program, your submission
will be considered by
some of the top colleges across the country.
Best of all, if you’re
accepted into a college
through the QuestBridge program, you
automatically receive
a full scholarship! Senior Steven Amazeen
was a finalist for program this year. “I
would encourage any
incoming seniors to
look at the requirements and apply if
you fit,” he said. Visit
www.questbridge.org
for more information.
Niche: This website (www.niche.com)
provides a constantly
updated list of scholarships, as well as college and career matches, specifically for you
based on your profile.
Entering your grades,
test scores, and outside activities will allow you to get a good
idea of your changes of
being accepted using
Niche’s College Ad-

missions Calculator,
and the search tools
allow you to maximize
your chances of finding the right scholarships and the right
school for you.
CollegeBoard:
Though it seems like
an obvious resource,
many college-bound
students only use
www.collegeboard.org
to check their standardized test scores.
CollegeBoard’s website has many other
resources, though, including test prep help,
scholarship advice,
and one of the best
college search tools
available on the web.
Although it’s not specifically designed to
find scholarships, it
does offer many tips
and first-hand accounts to guide your
scholarship search.
Unigo: Offering col-

CALDWELL
SOFTBALL
coach Wendy
Weiss celebrated her 350th win
Thursday during the Caldwell
SWARM Softball
Tournament.
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By Sabine Lazo
lege matching and a
number of unique,
high-dollar scholarships, www.unigo.com
is another invaluable
tool to help you along
the road to college. If
you consider creativity to be one of your
strengths, checking
out this site is a mustit offers fun, original
prompts, with some
essays with a maximum length of less
240 characters!
Saving up for college
can be intimidating,
but it’s important to
make the most of the
time you have to save
and remember that
every little bit counts.
It may not be easy,
but with these tools
and some hard work,
college is a real possibility, regardless of
your financial situation.
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Bright Star Winners:
Emily Telg
Macey McCuller
Jenna Ellsworth
Steven Amazeen
Johnathan Ellard
Luke Skrbanek
Patrick Thomas
Garrett Scott
Ty Jungman
Matthew Hancock
Ernie Homeyer
(not in picture)
Trent Stefka
(not in picture)

Mayor addresses business class

By Sabine Lazo

Caldwell Mayor Norris McManus visited the
high school to address
Mrs. Lazo’s Business
Information Management (BIM) II and BIM
practicum class on Feb.
14.
McManus spoke to
students about his extensive experiences in
local politics and in the
local business industry.
The mayor began his
long history of service to
the city of Caldwell by
serving on the Caldwell
Independent School
District school board.
He then transitioned
to the city council,
where he served for 10

years, ultimately assuming the position of
mayor after the death of
former mayor Bernard
Rychlik.
Though McManus
never aspired to serve
as mayor of Caldwell,
he said he was motivated to do so by his
“serving heart”.
During all of his years
of service to the city,
Mayor McManus has
worked tirelessly to improve Caldwell, both
politically and through
his business endeavors.
In addition to working
as the city’s mayor for
nearly a decade now,
McManus has also

operated a number of
business operations in
the area, including a
car wash and his most
recent operation -- an
RV park off of State
Highway 21.
“I took one heck of a
chance, but I did a lot
of research, and I knew
it would work,” he said
of the now lucrative
business.
“I had people making
fun of me, thinking I
was stupid for doing
what I did… now they
can’t believe what I’ve
got.”
After his address,
Mayor McManus had
some advice to offer ev-
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ery high school student:
set a goal and work
towards it.
“You have to desire
it, study it, and realize,
‘This is what’s going to
get me ahead in life,’ ”
he said.
“I got started at 45…
just imagine if I’d
started at 20,” he said,
encouraging the class
to begin realizing and
pursuing goals now.
The visit and address
was coordinated by
Business Professionals
of America (BPA) sponsor Mrs. Lazo and local
chapter officers as a
part of Caldwell BPA’s
2019 BPA Week.
Junior Sarai Blackman called the talk “informative,” and Sabine
Lazo, another junior,
said the mayor’s visit
was eye-opening.
“We learned a lot, not
just about local politics,
but also about local business and how important
it is to Caldwell,” Lazo
said.
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National FFA week
National FFA week
was held from Feb.
18-22. To celebrate,
Caldwell FFA officers planned each
day of the week for
members to wear
a specific style of
clothing.
On Monday,a student holiday, the
chapter hosted a
luncheon for the faculty and staff. The
meal was provided
by FFA members.
Texas Tuesday,
Wildlife Wednesday,
Throwback Thursday, and Farmer
Friday were the
‘dress up’ themes
for the week.
On Tuesday, mem-

By Caroline Supak

bers were encouraged to show their
Texas pride.
On Wednesday,
members wore their
camo attire.
“My favorite day
was on Wednesday
when everyone wore
their camo clothing,”
chapter president,
Luke Skrabanek
said.
Parliamentarian,
Kristi Chmelar also
enjoyed Wildlife
Wednesday the best.
“It’s important to
celebrate FFA Week
so we show pride
in the organization
that we take part
in,” Chmelar said.
On Thursday,

members were to
wear an old FFA
jacket or a chapter
t-shirt from previous
years.
“Throwback Thursday was the most enjoyable dress up day.
Seeing the members
wearing previous
year themed shirts
was neat,” Ag teacher, Lisa Pieper said.
On Friday, members wore overalls,
boots, and button up
shirts.
“It is important to
celebrate FFA so we
can look back and
honor, remember,
and thank the present and past men
and women who got

No power, no school

By Caroline Supak

On Wednesday, Feb. 20, the power went out during first period at
CHS. It only took minutes for the word to spread that the power outage was county-wide.
Students were allowed to proceed to their second and third period
classes with the guidance of flashlights on their cell phones. When it
was time for enrichment, students were instructed to stay in their
third period class.
While some students enjoyed free time during the outage, others
continued to learn.
“Class went on as usual in Mr. Lockhart’s of course- pre-calc doesn’t
have time for a power outage to stop us,” junior, Sabine Lazo said.
CISD students were released at noon, and buses ran at 12:05 p.m.
Staff stayed on campus until all students found a ride home.
Superintendent Andrew Peters said there was minor smoke in the
intermediate school when a fan malfunctioned due to the outage.
Somerville ISD was also without power and released their students
at 11 a.m.
In total, about 2000 Entergy customers were affected around the
county. According to the company’s website, a downed wire caused
the outage.
Power was restored around 1:30 p.m.

us this far through
agriculture. Without
them, we wouldn’t be
where we are today,”
Skrabanek said.
“It’s important to
celebrate and recognize the accomplishments and activities
our members participate and compete
in,” Pieper said.

NO
PHONE
Zone

As a reminder...
CELL PHONES,
head phones,
Smart Watches or
any telecommunication devices are
NOT ALLOWED
out in class, during passing periods or during your
lunch. The only
time cell phones
are allowed to be
out is during a
BYOD lesson.
If a teacher sees/
hears your phone,
it will be taken
up and it will cost
you $15.00 to get it
back.
Anything past
the fourth time is
$25.00.
Your parent
MUST come pick it
up EVERY TIME NO EXCEPTIONS!

