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No One Does More For Veterans

Dear Teacher,

It's that time of year again for students in grades 6-8 to enter the
Veteran of Foreign Wars' Patriot's Pen youth essay contest.
The essay contest encourages young minds to examine America's
history, along with their own experiences in modern American society,
by drafting a 300- to 400-word essay, expressing their views based on a
patriotic theme chosen by the VFW Commander-in-Chief. This year's
2Ot9-2O20 patriotic theme is "What Makes America Great."
The rules and requirements are on the Student Entry Form so please
make sure your students understand them completely. This year's
deadline for delivering all essays to the VFW is October 3L't. Because
our building is sometimes rented please contact Gary or Barbara
Behringer at 948-1809 (evenings) for receiving your entries.

We are excited about this year's contestants and look forward to
working with you.
Gary Behringer
Commander Post 2483
beh rs23n b@ ch a rter. net

PATRIOT'S PEN
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS.

2019 - 2A20 Theme

"\Mhat Makes America Great"
Student Entry Deadline: October 3I ,29lg
Patriotic Essay Writing Gompetition Grand prize: $5,000 Award
2O19-2O Offrcial Student Entry Form
Patriot's Pen Gompetition

What ls Patriot's Pen?

Entry Form Must Be Completed by All Contestants Please Print

Conducted nationwide, this VFW-sponsored youth essay competition gives
students an opportunity to write essays expressing their views on an annual

or Type Cleady

patriotic theme. we invite you to join the more than 120,000 students who

Name: First, M.l-, Last

participated last year in this contest. Ttre national wirurers will receive at least
$500. The first-place national award is currently $5,000 plus an all-expense paid
trip to Washington, D.C., for the winner and a parent or guardian.

Address

city, state, zip

The National Association ofSecondary School Principals (NASSP) has again
approved this contest for its National Advisory List of contests and Activities.

Phone
Date of Birth (mm/dd/yy)

Big National Prizes

Gender GradeinSchool EssayWordCount

School Name, City, State

National awards total: $55,000
Prizes include the various amolrnts listed below:
lst:
7th: $1,750
2nd:
8-10th: $1,500
Srd:
11-12th: $1,250

$5,000
$4,000
$3,500
4th:52,750
5th: $2,500
5th: $2,000

Email

Teache/s Nanre and Email (if applicable)
ParenVGuardian's Name Phone/Email

I Have Read and Understand the Contest Rules

13-23rd:$1,000

24-25th:$750

Signature of Student

Participant

Date

25-53rd: $500
The Internal Revenue Service requires that any recipient that receives more
than a $599 award should receive a Form 1099 identiffing the proceeds as
taxable. This may require the winner to provide their social security number.

To Be Gompleted by the VFW Post

How Does the Gontest Work?

VFW Auxiliary President's.Chairman's

All entries begin at the Post level. The only exception is where schools/classes/
youth groups have large numbers of sfudents and wish to conduct their own

Post Address

competition, submitting one winner for each 15 students to the local VFW post
competition. Individual students may submit their entry directly to the post.
This participatingPost should be withinyour local area.
The contest consists of four levels. The first level (entry) is sponsored by local
VFW Posts. Post winners advance, one for every 15 entries, to the VFW District

(regional) level where the one first-place winner is advanced to the VFW
Departrnent (state) level. The one first-place winner at the Department level is
then advanced into the VFW national competition. The winner from each
Department (state) then competes for the national prizes.

Who Gan Enter?
Patriot's Pen is open to 5th-, 7th- and 8th-grade students enrolled by the Oct.
inthe U.S., its territories or its

31 deadline in public, private or parochial schools

possessions. Home-schooled students also are eligible. Although U.S. citizership

is not required, students must be lawfrrl U. S. permanent residents or have
applied for permanent residence (the application which has not been denied)
and intends to become a U.S. citizen at the earliest opportunity allowed by law.
Dependents of U.S. military or civilian personnel in overseas schools can
participate, too. (Foreign exchange students and former winners that placed in
the National contest are excluded from the contest.)

I

certify that this student has an authorized entry in our VFW post Level patriot's pen

CompetitionPost Commande/s/Chairman's

Signature

Post

*

Signature
city, state zip

VFW Post Email

_
$_

No. of students participation
Amt. of Post/Aux. awards

No. of winners advanced to District

_

Amt. of Post/Aux. additional expenses (banquet, pins, etc.) 6

To Be Gompleted by the VFW District
the student named in the previous section is the duly selected winner of
the Patriot's Pen Essay Contesl District Competition and is our sole entry into the
Department finals.
I certify that

Dis$ict Chairman's Signature

Dist.#

Addr€ss

CW State, Zip

(
Phone

Email

To Be Gompleted by the VFW Depanment Chairman
I

certify that the student named in the previous section is lhe duly selected firstTlace

winner of the Palriot's Pen Essay Department Competition, and is our sole entry inlo

the National Judging.
Departmenl Chairman's Signature

DaytimePhone

Email

The winnerOhas been Ouill be (ched< ooe)notified that tiey arc the first
place Departnefi winneron
Note llatioml Headquarters will
cfltact your winner after this date to notify ttenr of their national

placanant

-.

Official Student Entry Form with a staple or other fastener on top ofyour essay.
Contestants are allowed to enter only once each year ifotherwise eligible (one

Post competition). Contestants found

2OI9 - 2020 Theme

"What Makes America Great'
Student Entry Deadline: October 31,2019

How Do I Get Started?
.

Ask a teacher or youth group/club adult leader to

supervise the Patriot's Pen writing competition.
Contact a local VFW Post within your local area s1fl

.

indicate yow interest in participating.
. Establish a contact person who is a member of that VFW
Post or its Auxiliary.
. Make sure that your essay is submitted to the VFW Post
before the contest deadline ofOct. 51, 2019. You can
submit yow essay and entry form electronically (by
email) upon the Post's approval. Entries sent to VFW

National directly will be retumed.

How Am I ludged?
You will be iudged on how well you understand, develop
and present the theme. A positive approach is
recommended to express your viewpoint.
Knowledge of the tlreme is worth 30 points:
You must show a thorough krowledge of the theme in
your work. Demonstrate you have researched the issue
extensively.
Theme development is worth 55 points:
Answer all relevant facts about the theme such as the
who,what, where, when and why. Relate the theme to
yoru own experiences.
Clarity of ideas is worth 35 points:
Write your essay in an easy-to-understand format. Leave
your reader with a clear understanding of your
explanation of the theme.

The essaymustbe a contestant's originalwork and a product of the contestant's
own thinking. The approach to the Patriot's Pen theme should be positive and
clearly focused. Poety is not acceptable. Quotations may be used sparingly if
plainly identified wherever used. A contestant's teacher, counselor or parent may
checkthe essayfor punctuation, grammar and,/or spelling, butthe content must
remain the contestant's. Contestants will be judged on the basis of their essay
alone and are not required to present tlre essay orally. All essays become the
property of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. The VFW retains non-er<dusive riglrts
to use your essay and likeness in the promotion and execution of the
organization's programs and activities.

Deadline lnformation
To

qualiff all entries must be submitted to a sponsoringlocal

Note:
Ifyou

need help

finding

a

participatingVFW Post inyour area, follow these

instructions:
First, visitvfirr.orgrFindaPost to'Find AVFW Post."
a Posl or ifyou have trouble getting in
your
you
contact
VFwDepartrnent (state) headquarters
can
toudr with them,
office to see if they can offer any information or assistance. You can visit
vfir.org/ContactUs and look for "Find a State Contact" to getyourVFW state
office's phone number and Email.

Ifyou do not have success in finding

Ifyou need assistance, please email

In no way may contestants identfi themselves within their
but not limited to, your name, school, city,
state, race or national origin.) Do not put your name on your
essay. The entry form is your essafs cover sheel Secure the

us at the VFW National Headquarters

at

youthsdrclarships@vft u.org.

wftsted XBranAs
A Proud Sponsor

VEIERANS OF FOREIGI{ WARS.
For assistance contact:
816.755.3390 ext. 6155
youthscholarships @vfw.org
www.vfi'v.org

What Are the Rules?

essay (including,

VFW Post by

midnight October 51, 2019.

VFW's Commander-in-Chief annually chooses
the year's theme. The 2019-20 theme is
What Makes America Great.

requested by the VFW.

face

money awarded or received.

What ls the Theme?

. Essay lengths: 500-400 typewritten words (+ or - 5
words max).
. You must write your own essay.
. All essays should be typed in English with no color or
graphics and carurot be less than 500 words or greater than
400 words in length. @ssays under or over these word
amounts will be eliminated.) Every word is counted
regardless of length. The essay title (theme) or added
footnotes do not contribute to the word counL
At anytime duringthe contest additional participant
personal information (i.e. SSN, photo, etc.) could be

in violation of this mle will

elimination fromthe competition and will be required to retum any and all prize

Revi$d 8/2019
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Barbara Behringer
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VETERATIS OF FOREIGI{ WARS.

Patriofs Pen Rules and Eligibility
WHO CAN ENTER

The Patriot's Pen program is open to 6th-, 7th- and 8th-grade students
enrolled by the Oct. 51 deadline in public, private, parochial school, or
home study program in the U.S., its territories or its possessions.
Dependents of U.S. military or civilian personnel in overseas schools are
also eligible to participate.
HOW TO ENTER

Download and complete the Patriot's Pen entry form and brochure.
Essays must be no less than 500 words and cannot exceed 400 words.
They should be submitted to the VFW Post, along with the completed
Patriot's Pen entry form no later than the October 51 deadline.

Students can ask a teacher or youth group leader to supervise their
progress in the competition.
JUDGING CRITERIA

Ihowledge of the theme is worth 30 points. You must show a thorough
knowledge of the theme in your work. Demonstrate you have
researched the issue extensively.

Theme development is worth 55 points. Answer all relevant facts about
the theme such as the who, what, where, when and why. Relate the
theme to your own experiences.

Clarity of ideas is worth 35 points. Write your essay in an easy-tounderstand format. Leave your reader with a clear understanding of
your explanation of the theme.
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