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The Summit
makes a
comeback
By Julia Perrina,
Julianna Padilla
and Isabella Alba

Did you know that St. Joseph
Hill had a newspaper? It ran for
over 50 years! The last copy was
a PDF made in May 2013, but before that, the last printed copy was
made in the early 2000s. The
newspaper was originally called
The Marylore and the name was
changed in the mid 1960s.
The Marylore included columns for problems that teens
were facing during that time. A
section called “From the Editor's
Desk” included stories from the
editor and editor-in-chief. It also
included several types of reviews
where each edition would have a
theme and an illustration on the
back cover. There were horoscopes, games, recipes, advertisements, letters to the editor and a
staff page.
Just like the historic editions,
this new issue of The Summit includes a “Teacher Feature” section, with interviews and photos
of new St. Joseph Hill faculty
members. In the old editions, it
was called “Teacher Spotlight.”
The December 2012 edition
showed Hill girls helping people
in need after Hurricane Sandy.
Another story highlighed Harvest
Happening, a favorite tradition at
Hill. That year, Harvest Happening had to be moved to November because of the hurricane.
Also published in that edition
was a story about the decisions of
the seniors applying to college. It
included several interviews with
those students, and how they felt
about the application process.
The Summit staff pledges to
work hard to report about school
events and issues accurately,
fairly and efficiently. Story ideas
are always welcome, and so are
new staff members.
The Summit staff meetings are
Mondays after school. Come join
us anytime!

Cardinal Timothy Dolan
leads the procession during
the anniversary Mass at
the Hilton Garden Inn.
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Hill family gathers to celebrate a congregation milestone
More than 500 friends, alumni,
parents and supporters came together on Wednesday, Nov. 7, to
celebrate the 150th anniversary of
the Daughters of Divine Charity.
The gala evening at the Hilton
Garden Inn began with Mass, celebrated by Cardinal Timothy
Dolan. The Hill Singers performed several selections.
Guests then proceeded into
Nicotra’s Ballroom for dinner.
The program included a salute to
the firefighters and police officers
who came to the aid of the Sisters
at St. Joseph Hill Academy during an arson fire that severely
damaged their convent in the
early hours of Oct. 12, 2013.
Also during the program, District Attorney Michael McMahon
addressed the crowd and thanked
the Sisters for his elementary
school education.
“If you wonder in these days

of doubt whether miracles are still
possible, consider this: The
miraculous intervention of the
Daughters of Divine Charity got
me through grammar school,” he
quipped.
The congregation was founded
on Nov. 21, 1868 by Mother
Franziska Lechner in Vienna,
Austria.
Born in Bavaria, Germany,
Mother Lechner felt a strong call
to religious life and searched
courageously for her place in the
Church until she felt called to start
a congregation.
Today the Sisters are dedicated
to their mission in 21 countries
where they publicly vow chastity,
poverty and obedience and dedicate their lives to the church, especially the poor.
They have led St. Joseph Hill
since its beginning in 1919.
-- Ms. Claire Regan

INSIDE THIS COMEBACK ISSUE OF THE SUMMIT
NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY
WELCOMES 126 MEMBERS
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They are oustanding students
who have demonstrated
exceptional leadership,
service and character
with at least a 90 GPA.
PAGE 2

BEHIND THE SCENES
AT ‘NO, NO, NANETTE’

The show must go on!
Even a surprise snowstorm
on opening night couldn’t
stop the Hill Players from
four flawless performances.
PAGE 3

PATRIOTISM, PAJAMAS
AND A PEP RALLY

Every day was a fun day
during Hill’s annual Spirit Week
celebration, a cherished
tradition hosted by the
Student Council.
PAGES 7 AND 8
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126 are newest National Honor Society members
EACH EMBODIES LEADERSHIP, SERVICE, SCHOLARSHIP AND CHARACTER

THE INDUCTEES

By Alex Caches

The National Honor Society
Induction took place on Oct. 4 at
St. Joseph Hill Academy, honoring 126 members.
The students who were inducted into the National Honor
Society, as well as returning
members, have shown exceptional leadership, service, scholarship and character.
The selection criteria for the
National Honor Society is very
specific and it coincides with
these characteristics. Therefore,
it is a privilege and an honor to
be recognized as a member of
the Society.
Students must be involved in
several activities, assume leadership roles as officers and executives of their extracurriculars,
and demonstrate academic excellence as a part of the leadership requirement.
Candidates who wish to be inducted must have a 90.0 GPA by
the end of the second marking
period of their sophomore or junior year.
Once inducted, they must
maintain this GPA. In addition to
maintaining a balance of extracurricular activities and scholarship, students must also devote
at least 30 to 40 hours of service
each year. Inductees must exhibit
a strong sense of character,
which can be shown by their
concern and respect for others in
the school community.
The Induction Ceremony begins with a procession of the students in black robes, each of the
students also holding a white
rose. Students are encouraged to
invite their family members to

National Honor Society executives include Kasey Shashaty,
Sarah Matli, Victoria Basic and Daniella Gomes.
the ceremony, as well as a
teacher, who has made an impact
on their academic career. The
candle-lighting segment is the
most significant part of the Induction Ceremony.
The National Honor Society
is an important part of the Hill
community. Once they are inducted, students are expected to
continue to influence their fellow
peers and their school community by representing the core values of the National Honor
Society -- scholarship, leadership, service and character.
The National Honor Society

offers tutoring services after
school through the year to help
students who may be struggling
in their chemistry, biology, or
English classes.
As midterms and finals approach, the National Honor Society holds “Study-a-Thons,”
which are tutoring sessions in
large groups for almost every
subject.
Members serve as the tutors
and provide refreshments while
the girls study. They continue to
serve their school community,
help others and make a positive
impact on their peers.

Giana Acquesta, Emily Acquafredda, Angela Aguirre, Huma
Ahmad, Victoria Alonso, Veronica Arciprete, Christena Armento,
Alexa Andruzzi, Alexa Angilletta, Caitlin Bartley, Victoria Basic,
Athena Bennani, Alex Caches, Samantha Caches, Samantha
Carollo, Emma Callahan, Katherine Cassamassino, Katelyn
Carpenter, Caitlyn Carr, Kelly Calixto, Christie Chawan, Gabrielle
Chirco, Alexa Ciotola, Julia Closspe, Elizabeth Caufield, Lindsey
Ciaccio, Irene-Maria Chrysostomou, Danielle Cocozza, Cayla
Cruz, Chase Cohen, Emma Crowley.
Christina Dacunto, Julia Demarzo, Lauren Dimartino, Olivia
Ditommaso, Ellmina Djecbitric, Margaret Donovan, Ciara Dove,
Emily Durney, Ava Duskic, Alexa Estrema, Amanda Fallah, Julia
Frasetti,Jordyn Freidman, Catherine Garcia, Isabella Gaydos,
Alexandra Genovese, Kaitlyn Gelfant, Gianna Giambrone,
Daniella Gomes, Madison Gorman, Ava Graziano, Rachel Grigas,
Larissa Guida.
Samantha Hartman, Isabelle Hazar, Kayla Jakers, Rita
Jerome, Hanna Jonathan, Samantha Jones, Nicolette Karabaic,
Caroline Kramer, Alana Lapriedra, Teresa Lapointe,Marisa
LaRocca, Elizabeth Laudani,Serena Lau, Julia Lesniak, Analise
L’Insalata, Isabella Mancino, Krista Marchisella, Gabriella
Marinelli, Elizabeth Mastoros, Alexandra Matarazzo, Sarah Matli,
Megan Meagher, Sofia Melendez, Pricylla Mignuolo, Courtney
Moane, Amanda Montanino, Inessa Nicolo.
Stella O’Brien, Emily Olsen, Dominique Paolicelli, Jacqueline
Paskowski, Savannah Patsakos, Cara Patrissy, Gia Pecorella,
Gabriella Piccolo, Melissa Poggiolli, Marissa Poska, Victoria Prejs,
Danielle Riccardi, Victoria Rivera, Amanda Rocha, Alexandra
Santanello, Augusta Saverimuttu, Avery Schiro, Courtney
Schwarz, Brianna Sciarrino, Kasey Shashaty, Jessica Solari,
Athina Sonitis, Ava Steiner, Maesyn Stein, Devyn Sword,
Anne Symon.
Ava Tabacco, Juliana Tacetta, Deirdre Taylor, Jaclyn Tirado,
Victoria Tomeo, Rebecca Torres, Brianna Tormenia, Emelie
Tristano, Samantha Turner, Olivia Valdes, Alyssa Ventura, Ava
Vidal, Christina Varano, Madeline Vitale, Olivia Vota, Alexandra
Vukek, Kelli Wallace, Veronica Walsh, Gabrielle Wells, Morgan
Young, Victoria Xuereb, Tereza Zerbo Del Gaizo.

Well said! Hill’s Forensics Team is on the move

By Jacklyn Pellegrino

When people hear “forensics,” they often think of forensic science when actually
forensics is speech and debate.
The St. Joseph Hill Academy
Forensics Team is coached by
Ms. Claire Regan, communication arts teacher. The team captains are Devyn Sword, a senior,
and Stella O’Brien, a junior. The
team this year consists of eight
girls, and new members are always welcome. You can join the
Forensics Team at any time; it is
never too late or too early.
Forensics has many different
categories. The two main categories are Speech and Debate but
there are many sub-categories.
Under Speech, there are categories such as Dramatic Interpretation, Original Oratory and
Oral Interpretation. Under Debate, there is the Congress category, which is a mock Congress
session where you come up with
your own bills and debate them.
The judges decide if the bills get
passed or not.
The forensics season begins
in November and lasts until February. The Hill team competes at
tournaments on many Saturdays
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The Forensics Team attends the Sister Raimonde Tournament at Xavier High School.
and sometimes all weekend. The
team competes locally and at
away competitions where they
have to stay overnight. For example, the team traveled to Yale
University in September and to
Princeton University in November.
There was a very special
competition for Hill on Oct. 27
at Xavier High School in Man-

hattan. It honored the late Sister
M. Raimonde Bartus who built
the speech and debate program at
St. Joseph Hill.
She was the coach at Hill for
several decades and you can find
trophies from the teams she
coached on the third floor of the
school, near the principal’s office.
Forensics members must

dress formally when going to
competitions. Boys typically
wear a jacket and tie; girls typically wear a blazer and skirt.
When you are in forensics,
your coach picks a piece of literature based on your interests,
usually of about 10 minutes in
length. You have to memorize it
and perform it at whatever competition you will be attending.

If you feel that memorizing a
piece may be too much for you,
you may be interested in Original Oratory because you get to
hold a binder and recite prose or
poetry.
Rebecca Torres, a junior and
a member of the Forensics Team,
states that she has a piece called
“Marked for Life,” which falls
under the Dramatic Interpretation category.
New member Adriana Licitra
states that having theater experience helped her when joining
forensics since theater and forensics are very closely related.
Overall, forensics teaches you
skills that you can use in all aspects of your life. You learn to
speak clearly and you learn to
become comfortable speaking in
front of large crowds.
Forensics skills also can help
you with class presentations and
future job interviews.
The Forensics Team hopes
that you can join them during
this season. If you have any
questions or are interested in
joining the team, contact Ms.
Regan, Stella, Devyn, or any of
the girls on the team. Meetings
are held every Thursday after
school.
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A celebratory salute
to our senior athletes

DECEMBER 2018

By Alex Caches

If you are an underclassman
who plays a sport, Senior Day is
the day that you look forward to
throughout your athletic career at
St. Joseph Hill Academy.
As the fall season of sports
comes to an end, let’s take a moment to reminisce the recognition
of our seniors, who have devoted
four years to either volleyball,
soccer, tennis, or cross country!
The Senior Day for the Varsity
Volleyball team is an emotional
one – I know, especially because

Soccer captains are Alexa
Angilletta, Jenna Carrera
and Analise L’Insalata.

I was a senior on the team this
year. The underclassmen on the
team and the Junior Varsity players come together to make Senior Day a special night. They
hang up posters in the New Gym,
make pamphlets that include
quotes from the captains and the
coaches, decorate the gym with
balloons and bring desserts.
Before the game, each of the
underclassmen on the Varsity
team gives a speech for one of
the seniors. Juniors and sophomores reminisce with the seniors
and wish them good luck in all of
their future endeavors.
The seniors receive funny
gifts from the team, like a goofy
picture, and the seniors receive
Varsity jackets as their real gift.
This year, the Varsity Volleyball
team played Cardinal Spellman
High School in a league game.
Even though they faced defeat on
their Senior Day, the team left

everything on the court and they
competed ferociously.
Seven seniors would give
their farewells to the Varsity Volleyball team -- including captains
Alex Caches, Amanda Rocha,
Amanda Montanino and
Courtney Schwarz, as well as
Caitlyn Carr, Katelyn Carpenter and Julia Demarzo.
“Senior Day filled me with
great excitement,” said Amanda
Montanino. “As a freshman, I always anticipated my own Senior
Day and I was so glad that this
year I was able to celebrate with
my teammates and some of my
closest friends.”
The Varsity Soccer team also
has their own traditions to honor
their seniors. They played a soccer game against Moore Catholic
High School, resulting in a tie.
After the game, they went to the
Manor House for dinner as a
team. The younger girls on the
team honored the seniors by
making posters for them and giving them gifts.
Seniors on the team included
captains Jenna Carrera, Alexa
Angilletta and Analise L’Insalata, as well as Gabrielle
Chirco, Margaret Donovan and
Meaghan Moore.
“Senior Day filled me with so
many emotions,” said Margaret
Donovan. “I was grateful to have
my teammates beside me, but it
was sad knowing that I would
have to leave them next year.
Playing on this team was an incredible experience that I will
never forget.”
It is important to also acknowledge seniors from the other
fall sports, Varsity Cross Country
and Varsity Tennis.
Varsity Tennis team seniors
included Augusta Saverimuttu,
Jacqueline Paskowski, and
Ciara Motta. Varsity Cross
Country team seniors this year
were Athina Sonitis, Gianna
Giambrone, Rita Jerome,
Kasey Shashaty and Samantha
Hartman.
“Playing tennis for four years
at Hill has made me realize how
much I am going to miss my
team and my teammates,” noted
Augusta Saverimutti of the Varsity Tennis team.
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Behind the scenes at Hill’s
production of ‘Nanette’

Mrs. Maria Molluzzo joins Gabrielle Wells and Cassidy Farley backstage at a performance.

By Isabella Alba and
Amanda Contessa

Editor’s note: Mrs. Donna
D’Ermilio directed the recent
successful four-day run of “No,
No, Nanette.” The Summit
caught up with her between rehearsals for a Q&A.

Q. When did rehearsals
start?
A. We started the third week
of September. Mondays, Fridays and Sundays were devoted
to the cast. Saturdays were devoted to the crew.
Q. What is the show
about?
A. Nanette lives with her
aunt and uncle who are millionaires. They won’t let her go to
Atlantic City with her friends.
Pauline the maid is her chaperone. “I Want to be Happy” and
“Tea for Two” are two popular
songs in the show. and they are
major dance numbers.
Q. How do you like directing?
A. It’s fun especially when
students don’t know what the
play is about. They learned new
things about the 1920s. They
dance ragtime, the Charleston
and tap.
Q. How was casting for this
show different?
A. So much dancing this

Cast members perform a dance number on stage.

year ... everyone winds up
dancing.
Q. What type of dance
style would you consider this
show?
A. Tap, mostly theatrical
movement, Charleston. Typical
Broadway show. Tap is very
difficult. The students worked
hard.
Q. Do you think everyone
had as much energy as you
wanted?

A. Sometimes it can be low,
so we make them understand
what’s going on. All the kids
seemed passionate about theater. The important thing was to
teach them about the Twenties,
to really get them involved in
the role. All of the students
have had prior experience acting and/or dancing. It’s my job
to make them look good and it
is their job to make themselves
look better.

student interests.
Ms. Viso plans to have a different segment every day of the
week.
A Skype call was made to
Monsignor Farrell’s morning
show. There is a possibility that
Eric D’Alessandro, a popular
YouTuber, will appear on the
Hill show. The show plans to
air once or twice in January,
and then begin a daily segments
in February.
Ms. Viso explained the

process of transforming the
room adjacent to the library into
the TV studio.
“Brother Hannon from Farrell helped a lot because Farrell’s studio has been growing
for 20 years now,” Ms. Viso
told The Summit.
“We have all new state-ofthe art equipment which was set
up by a few Farrell boys.”
The studio is complete with
cameras, props, computers and
green screens.

Lights, cameras ... it’s Hill TV!
By Arianna Rubano

For the first time ever, St.
Joseph Hill Academy is coming
to the small screen.
Ms. Gabrielle Viso will moderate the first Hill student TV
news, modeled after Monsignor
Farrell High School’s WFBN,
which has been running for
over 20 years.
The goal is to move the
morning announcements to the
TV, with segments based on
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Ms. Monica Agrest
Foreign Language

Mr. Brett Bracco
Science/Mathematics

Mrs. Laura Cassarino
Foreign Language
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Mrs. Danielle Doyle

Associate Director, College Counseling

INTRODUCING ... EIGHT OF
MS. AGREST
Q. What are your hobbies outside
of school?
A. Reading, watching television and
listening to music.
Q. Where did you teach before St.
Joseph Hill Academy?
A. I started teaching 11 years ago.
Before this, I taught at Brooklyn College, Borough of Manhattan Community
College, City College, Manhattan College, St. Francis College and the College
of Mount Saint Vincent.
Q. What was your high school experience like?
A. It was difficult. My mom had died
when I was in the ninth grade, so tenth
grade was a disaster. Junior and senior
year were good. I really enjoyed it, but
sometimes it was not that easy. I went to
an all-girls high school in Buenos Aires.
Q. What’s your favorite movie?
A. “Casablanca.” I could watch it a
hundred times and enjoy it each time.
It’s like a good book; you can reread it
and each time discover something new.
Q. Tell us about your family.
A. I have two kids, a boy and a girl.
My son’s name is Martin and he lives in
Buenos Aires. My daughter’s name is
Paola. She is the youngest and lives in
France. They’re very good, hard-workers.
Q. What is your favorite vacation
destination?
A.Taos, New Mexico. I went there for
two summers in a row. I love it. It has
wonderful weather. It’s just an amazing
place to be.
Q. Why did you come to Hill?
What inspired you to come here of all
schools?
A. It was a coincidence and it was almost like a blessing. I was looking for a
job in a high school. So I was looking
into a private high school website and I
had applied to many jobs and many responded for interviews. But a former
professor of mine who lives on Staten
Island knew I was looking for a job and
emailed me Saturday morning telling me
there is a Catholic, all-girls high school.
At the time, I was living in Washington
Heights. I originally postponed the interview until I figured out that I could
move to Staten Island. Then I started
here and I really love it.
Q. What do you like about teaching
at Hill?
A. The students make me smile every
day.
Q. What’s one word to describe
your students?
A. Can I use two? Funny and kind.
My students come up with the most in-

credible ideas. I leave the classrooms
singing “Baby Shark.” They are very
kind. Even when I make mistakes or
sound different, they respect me.
Q. Do you have any pets?
A. I wish I had a pet. A couple years
ago, I was given a puppy. She was beautiful. But I was working at five schools,
seven days a week, so I had to give her
back.
Q. Do you have a favorite animal?
A. I love dogs. I can’t really say that I
like birds but sometimes, I walk around
and stop myself to listen to a bird
singing. That’s something I could do
here and not in Manhattan.
Q. What subjects did you struggle
with in school?
A. Math and chemistry.
Q. What subject was a strength?
A. Literature.

MR. BRACCO
Q. What do you like most about
your subjects?
A. Physics combines math and science. I really like math and science; it is
kind of the marriage of the two. Geometry is an analytical process; it is like a
puzzle.
Q. Did you always want to be a
teacher?
A. No. I thought about fields in
health, but the first time I seriously
thought about my future, it was about
teaching.
Q. What are your hobbies?
A. I like playing pick-up basketball,
football, softball and rollerblading. I was
on a softball team this summer.
Q. Yankees or Mets?
A. Yankees.
Q. What was your high school experience like?
A. I went to Monsignor Farrell High
School. I absolutely loved it there. At
Farrell, I made a lot of friends who I am
still very close to today. I played multiple sports, baseball and football. I was
also involved in FOSI (Friends of Staten
Island). “Vir Fidelis” is Latin for “the
faithful man.”
Q. Did you ever think of playing
sports professionally?
A. Not professionally, but I did consider playing college ball. I didn’t play
because I had a concussion and some of
the symptoms lingered.
Q. Where did you go to college?
A. Hamilton College.
Q. What was the last movie you
saw?
A. “Life of the Party.” I wasn’t crazy
about it and it was a theme that has been
done before.

Interviews by Emily Casale,
Amanda Contessa, Jessica
Darconte, Jayla Lugo, Arianna
Rubano, Allison Holst, Emma Devlin
and Francesca Paternostro

Q. What is your favorite guilty
pleasure?
A. I’d have to say watching either
“The Bachelor,” “The Bachelorette” or
“Bachelor in Paradise.” I’m not a big TV
guy. I also love “Impractical Jokers;”
I’ve watched every single episode.
Q. Tell me about your family.
A. I have a twin brother who went to
Staten Island Technical High School.
His name is Beau and he is an electrical
engineer. I have an older brother,
Thomas, who is on the autism spectrum.
I think that experience played a pivotal
role in my life and inspired me to reach
out to the autism community. There are
actually five other members of my family who inspired me to become a teacher
as well.
Q. Favorite vacation spot?
A. Bermuda. I love the beach, the
pink sand and crystal clear waters. To
me, when it comes to vacation, I would
rather lay on the beach and do nothing.
Q. What is one word you would use
to describe your students?
A. I would say “curious.” A lot of
them are very attentive and enthusiastic,
which makes my job enjoyable.
Q. Do you have any pets?
A. I had two fish, James and James II.
I have a plant, Gerard, that was in my
dorm room in college. I think plants are
living beings as well.
Q. What subject did you struggle
with?
A. In college, a 19th-century American literature class that was focused on
poetry.
Q. What were your strongest subjects?
A. Physics and philosophy.

MRS. CASSARINO
Q. What is your past teaching experience?
A. I taught at Xaverian High School
for three years before it became a co-ed
school. I’ve also been teaching Italian at
the College of Staten Island. And I have
past experience working here at Hill, for
six months while Mrs. Beatrice Alecci
was on maternity leave.
Q. What do you like about the subject you teach?
A. I enjoy teaching Italian because it
is a part of my culture. Not many people
speak it today and I want to share the

amazing language with more people.
Q. What are some of your hobbies?
A. My kids! They take up most my
time but I love taking care of them.
Q. What is your background?
A. I was born in America and moved
at the age of seven to Sicily, Italy. After
finishing elementary and high school in
Italy, I decided to come back to America
to go to college and study to become a
teacher.
Q. What was your high school experience like?
A. High school in Italy is much different than in America. They are just so
different. In Italy, you choose a field you
want to go into and I chose teaching.
Q. What is your favorite movie and
television show?
A. I love watching an Italian soap
opera called “A Lun Posto Al Sole.” I
like the movie, “Me Before You;” it’s
made me cry many times.
Q. What do you like most about
teaching at Hill?
A. All the students at Hill are wellmannered. I like to do fun projects with
my classes.

MRS. DOYLE
Q. Tell me about your education.
A. I went to Our Lady Star of the Sea
Elementary School and St. Joseph bythe-Sea High School. At Wagner College, I majored in psychology and
biology. I went to graduate school at St.
John’s University and received a master’s degree in school counseling.
Q. Why did you decide to be the associate director of college counseling
at St. Joseph Hill Academy?
A. Hill has a good reputation and
wonderful academics. It’s a great school
and community that I wanted to be a part
of. I wanted to work closely with students by getting to know them as a
whole and build great relationships with
them.
Q. What are your interests outside
of school?
A. I enjoy taking walks with my family. I’m a Rangers hockey fan and I like
going to games. I also like cooking. My
favorite dinner to cook is eggplant parmagiana. My daughter loves to help me
in the kitchen; she is great at stirring the
ingredients when we bake cupcakes. I
learned how to cook growing up and
watching my mother. My godmother
gave me her handwritten cookbook with
amazing recipes. I love watching the
Food Network; my favorite show is
“Iron Chef.”
Q. Describe your high school experience.
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HILL’S NEWEST TEACHERS

Mr. Steven Gennario
Social Studies

Mrs. Sandra Nevins
Digital Electronics

Ms. Claire Regan
Communication Arts

Ms. DeborahTaranto
English

A. It was good. I made lifelong
friends and did well on the varsity soccer
team.
Q. What is your favorite guilty
pleasure?
A. I am obsessed with Starbucks coffee. I’m a rewards member. I drink both
hot and iced coffee and it always has to
be caramel flavored.
Q. Tell me about your family life.
A. I have a husband, a daughter
named Ryann, and a dog named Lola, a
four-year-old black and white pitbull.
She is the sweetest dog, and she is so
gentle with my daughter.
Q. Favorite vacation spot?
A. In college, I went skiing with
friends to Villars near France.
Q. What is one word to describe
your students?
A. Amazing.
Q. What subjects did you struggle
with in high school?
A. I didn’t necessarily struggle, but I
was least interested in history.
Q. What subjects were your
strongest?
A. Science and English.

your students and one word to describe Hill.
A. One word to describe Hill: Fantastic. One word to describe my students:
Enjoyable (to teach).
Q. Do you have any pets?
A: Yes, I’m a proud owner of a
labradoodle.
Q. What subject did you struggle
with most in high school? What was
your best?
A. I struggled with geometry. My best
subject in high school was history and I
also enjoyed Italian.

Right now, my husband and I are emptynesters, because our son is in college.
But when we all get together as a family,
it’s the crazy Italian family ... we all
have Sunday dinner, watch football, play
cards and spend Sunday together.
Q. When did you become interested
in the STEM program?
A. When Susan Wagner started its
computer programing.

(Mackie for short). So I guess that
makes me an aunt.
Q. What subject did you struggle
with in high school? What subject was
your strongest?
A. Loved art and English; needed a
tutor to pass the chemistry Regents.

MR. GENNARIO

Q. What is your teaching experience prior to Hill?
A. I taught at other different Catholic
high schools including St. Joseph bythe-Sea and St. Francis Prep in Queens.
Q. What do you like about Global
Studies?
A. I love history; it is one of my passions. I love reading about history and I
look forward to learning more about history each passing year.
Q. What are your hobbies or interests outside of school?
A: I’m a big football fan. I love the
New England Patriots. I also like golf.
Q. Why did you become a teacher?
A: I always loved teaching. It is one
of my passions that I enjoy. It gives me a
lot of joy and satisfaction helping students learn about topics that I enjoy.
Q. Which high school did you attend?
A. I went to St. Joseph by-the-Sea
and graduated in 2012.
Q. What’s your favorite guilty
pleasure?
A. I love to eat pretzels all the time.
Q. Tell me about your family.
A. I have a brother, and a mom and a
dad.
Q. What was your best vacation?
A: Boston. I went to Fenway Park
and that is one of the best stadiums to
see a game at.
Q. Choose one word to describe

MRS. NEVINS

Q. What has your teaching experience been like at Hill so far?
A. Hill has been very welcoming. I
enjoy working with all of the girls a lot.
They are curious and determined young
women, which is always a plus in the
STEM field ... since women usually get
pushed to the side in this type of thing.
Q. What are some of your hobbies
outside of teaching?
A. I enjoy baking, I like to knit. I
have a son in college, and when he was
young I would go root for him at all his
sporting events.
Q. Do you have any pets?
A. I have a large cat named Pantera.
Q. What is it that you like most
about your subject?
A. I like how robotics is exact in the
sense that you have to understand very
specific concepts, but it is creative
enough where you can take and create
your own.
Q. What is one word to describe
yourself?
A. Creative. Let’s go with creative.
Q. What is one word you would use
to describe your students?
A. I’d say determined. I think these
girls are always looking up and excited.
Q. What is your favorite vacation
destination?
A. Alaska, definitely. I went on an
Alaskan cruise, and I just love the peacefulness of it all and the realization that
when you’re up on that boat not everything revolves around you. And that
there are things out there a lot more
powerful than you.
Q. How was your high school experience?
A. I went to Susan E. Wagner. Ugh! I
hated high school. I didn't have many
friends, but the friends I had then, I still
have now, so that says something. The
social world was nowhere as big as it is
today; it was a bit stricter.
Q. What is your family like?
A. We are that crazy Italian family.

MS. REGAN

Q. What do you teach at Hill?
A. Communication Arts to freshmen.
I also moderate the school newspaper
and coach the forensics team.
Q. What do you like about the subject you are teaching at Hill?
A. I’m a longtime journalist. I’m very
passionate about that part of my career
and I love to inspire young people to
consider it. Journalism skills are life
skills!
Q. What are your interests outside
of school?
A. I’m also an assistant professor of
journalism at Wagner College, my alma
mater. So I spend a lot of time in classrooms, which makes me happy.
Q. Why did you become a teacher?
A. My parents were high school
teachers. My mother taught French and
my father taught social studies. Their
passion and dedication inspired me to
follow in their footsteps .
Q. Describe your high school experience.
A. I went to Notre Dame Academy,
both the elementary school and high
school. I’m a strong writer because of
my education at NDA and I’m grateful
for the values instilled by the sisters
there. Teaching at Hill is a comfortable
fit because I embrace an all-girls
Catholic education.
Q. Favorite guilty pleasures?
A. A venti iced chai latte with skim
milk from Starbucks; a day trip to the
Pennsylvania countryside.
Q. Tell me about your family.
A. I have a sister, Cara. She’s a child
psychologist in Rochester, N.Y.
Q. Best vacation?
A. Montreal, many times. It’s an elegant and electric Canadian city. I love
hearing the French language. I love the
restaurants, history and fashion. It’s not
far away, but it’s like a European city.
Q. One word to describe your students and one word to describe Hill?
A. Students: Eager. Hill: Supportive.
Q. Do you have any pets?
Growing up, we always had miniature schnauzers. My sister has a
Wheaton Terrier named McElduff

MS. TARANTO

Q. What is your previous teaching
experience?
A. I’ve taught at several high schools
on Staten Island and at St. John’s University in Queens and Staten Island. I’ve
been teaching since 1995 and I teach
English as well as writing.
Q. What do you like about the subject you are teaching at Hill?
A. I love books. My first love is writing and also, I write books. I like to be
transported to a time and place through
the words of an author.
Q. What are your interests outside
of school?
A. Honestly, writing is my first passion. I can make approximately 30 different types of cheesecake. I love
movies and watching the Oscars. For
movies, sci-fi is not my favorite, but I do
like scary movies.
Q. Why did you become a teacher?
A. I wanted to become a teacher since
the third grade. I worked in public relations for six years after college, and
knew this was a job I wanted to pursue.
Q. Describe your high school experience.
A. I went to Fontbonne Hall Academy in Brooklyn and was head of the
cultural committee. I wasn’t a nerd necessarily, but I did enjoy school! High
school was fun. Fontbonne is a like lot
Hill. It is much like a family.
Q. Favorite guilty pleasure?
A. Going to the beach and just relaxing and doing nothing.
Q. Tell me about your family.
A. I have two sons; both are married
and live on Staten Island. I also have a
granddaughter.
Q. Best vacation ever?
A. Barbados with my family and
friends during Christmas.
Q. Choose one word to describe
your students and one word to describe Hill.
A. Students: Exciting. Hill: Family.
Q. Do you have any pets?
A. My dog passed away last year. I
have a parrot, and he lives with my son.
Not having pets allows me to go to my
house upstate more often.
Q. Weakest subject in high school?
A. Geometry was my worst. But English was my best!
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Mrs. Mayrose:
More than just
detention slips
By Heather Wallace
and Alex Caches

As our Dean of Students,
Mrs. Virginia Mayrose deals
with student discipline and oversees the activities of Student
Council.
Before Mrs. Mayrose took
this new position, she worked at
Hill for 24 years. She started out
as a part-time physical education
teacher and eventually began
working full-time as a physical
education and health teacher, as
well as the Assistant Athletic Director.
She gave us the inside scoop
on why she likes being the Dean
of Students.
“I had gotten experience in
dealing with students and parents
for different situations in the Athletic Department,” she explained. “This experience has
helped me in my new position. I
do like having more interactions
with the students on a day-to-day
basis, rather than just the athletes
or dealing with parents and students for certain athletic events. I
feel more involved as the Dean
of Students.”
This year, she teaches health
to the freshman class.
Mrs. Mayrose has coached
the Varsity Volleyball Team for
15 years, moderated the Special
Olympics Club for eight years,
and started moderating Student
Council this year.
Mrs. Mayrose and Mr. Jesse
Tannetta led the Varsity Volleyball team to be Staten Island
champions. Although the team
was undefeated on Staten Island,
they were placed in a different
division where they competed
against teams in Westchester and
the Bronx.
“I always say that each year
brings a different experience.
This year, I learned to be resilient, which is something that I
have always taught my players
and my students. We were put in
a new division, where we were
obliged to travel on weekends
and play harder teams. I learned
that the girls, just like me, have
to be ready to adapt to change.”
Outside Hill, Mrs. Mayrose is
a mother of five children and enjoys spending time with her family. She has four sons and one
daughter, who is a member of
Hill’s Class of 2010.
“I am most proud of being a
teacher at Hill and the mother of
an alum. I admire the amazing
friendships that my daughter,
Lindsay, has maintained since
she graduated Hill. The support
that she received from the Hill
community was remarkable.”
Mrs. Mayrose also loves to
exercise in her free time and take
Pilates classes.

Mrs. Molluzzo a Yankees sportscaster?
Even principals can dream
THE SUMMIT  CAMPUS NEWS

By Stephanie Moyle
and Alessia Mauro

If she wasn’t an educator, what career
would she have chosen?
The answer from Mrs. Maria Molluzzo,
principal of St. Joseph Hill Academy High
School, may come as a surprise.
“I have a real answer and a dream answer,” she told The Summit. “I would have
been a lawyer.” That’s her real answer.
Then she revealed her dream answer. “I
would have been a broadcaster for the New
York Yankees.”
In fact, she dreamed about it while growing up because she’s been a diehard Yankees
fan her whole life.
Working at Hill for 30 years -- most of
them as a math teacher -- has been an honor,
Mrs. Molluzzo said. But her greatest honor
was being named principal last spring.

“I felt I could make a difference,” she said.
Among the many new and exciting
changes coming to Hill is the formation of a
lacrosse team. The widespread interest
among freshmen all the way through seniors
has escalated quickly over previous years,
Mrs. Molluzzo said, most likely because of
an influx of transfer students with experience
in the sport.
“One of the things I like to do is listen to
the students. If there is something they want
to do, and it is safe, and we are able to do it,
we will always be open to do it.”
She called attention to the STEM and Humanities tracks that are now part of the Hill
curriculum.
“Each year, we are rolling out a new aspect of our STEM and Humanities programs,” Mrs. Molluzzo explained.
If she was a Hill student today, which
pathway she would like to pursue?
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Humanities, Mrs. Molluzzo revealed,
simply because of her strong interest in history.
An event that students look forward to
every October is the Harvest Happening,
when girls from every homeroom dress up in
Halloween costumes and compete for applause among the student body.
Mrs. Molluzzo told us a story about how
one year, the seniors of Hill put together a
skit of their adventures in the hallways of the
school.
Later in the year, she continued, at the
Christmas Coffeehouse event, she and the
faculty recreated that senior skit, rolling
down the hallway in garbage cans just like
the seniors in their skit. This is one of her
fondest memories at Hill.
Mrs. Molluzzo is looking forward to the
remainder of the year, and plans to make it a
great one for each and every student.

Fashionistas take on a worthy cause
$9,200 RAISED FOR THE AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY

By Avery Schiro
and Emily Ciarlo

The American Cancer Society
is one of St. Joseph Hill’s largest
clubs, moderated by math
teacher Mrs. Holst and chemistry
teacher Ms. Pugliese.
The executives of the club are
Alex Caches, senior; Alexa
Brown, senior; Athena Bennani,
senior; Sam Caches, junior;
Alexandra Vukek, junior; Emma
Crowley, junior; Gabriella
Marinelli, junior; Kristina Cangiano, sophomore, and Camille
Rubino freshman.
The American Cancer Society
hosts two major events, the fashion show and the Making Strides
Against Cancer Walk. Both
events took place this past October, and were very successful.
The fashion show is a statement event that takes place every
year in the Old Gym and is

Hilltoppers were dressed to the nines for the fashion show.
highly anticipated by the student
body. Hilltoppers volunteer as
models and strut down the runway in an outfit of their choice,
either solo or accompanied by
friends.
Each Hilltopper arrives in a
fancy outfit of their choice,
whether it be one of their prom

dresses, their favorite jumpsuit,
or eighth-grade formal dress.
The classrooms of the third
floor could be mistaken for a
salon on the day of prom prior to
the show. Girls can be found in
every room curling each other’s
hair, doing each other’s makeup
and zipping up each other’s

dresses in preparation.
When the time comes, the
girls line up and the spotlight is
on them as they walk down the
runway in the gym, which is always beautifully decorated by
ACS volunteers.
This year, every student received a blank ACS ribbon to
decorate and bring in to an executive.
These ribbons filled the walls
of the gym, in support of the society and the models who participated.
At the Making Strides Walk at
South Beach, participating students dress in pink.
In preparation for October,
which is Breast Cancer Awareness month, the ACS club sells
shirts that Hilltoppers can wear
in place of their white knit shirts
throughout the month.
The club raised an extraordinary $9,200 for their cause.

Mr. Gabel’s best advice: Make connections
By Danielle Riccardi

Mr. Scott Gabel is one of the most
beloved and respected teachers at St. Joseph
Hill Academy.
His experience at Hill has included teaching Global I History and College American
Sign Language, and this year, he has become
the Academic Dean. He started working at
Hill in September 2015.
He graduated from St. Joseph by-the-Sea
High School and went to Pace University
with plans to study business. However, he
decided to transfer to the College of Staten
Island after one year to pursue a career in education.
His mother taught at a deaf school in
Queens where Mr. Gabel visited one day and
popped into some classes. After that, he sat
down and considered whether he wanted to
pursue education or a different field of study.
After taking a couple of education classes, he
was hooked and has never regretted his decision.
His parents supported this change of diretion. His mother said, “If you love what you
do (teaching children) then go for it. If not
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then it’s not right for you.”
Now after almost 14 years of teaching,
Mr. Gabel has a wife and two children.
After graduating from CSI, Mr. Gabel
began his career teaching in a half deaf-half
hearing school. He then worked at an all deaf

school. He learned that you have to relate
what you know in history to what is relevant
in a child’s life – whether it is famous YouTubers or listening to the newest music. By
doing this, you are able to relate something
that happened over 2,000 years ago to
today’s modern world.
Mr. Gabel often interacts with girls who
needed his advice, handling each girl’s situation differently. He is attentive and really
listens.
In his role as Dean, he is able to talk to the
teachers about their approach to making students enjoy what they are learning. He is also
able to get feedback from the girls and relay
that to the teachers so they are aware of what
is helpful in the classroom and what isn’t
working.
What advice does he have for past and
present students at Hill? “They should make
connections with people because once you
make those connections, people will now
know what you are trying to say and what
you are hoping to do, as opposed to doing it
on your own,” he said.
“So ask questions. Make those connections, show that you want to be there.”

Ahhh ... that moment to remember:
The day we became Hilltoppers
THE SUMMIT  CAMPUS NEWS
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Editor’s note: We asked 11
girls what they remember most
about the day in eighth grade
when they received their acceptance letters.

Alyssa Tatulli (Grade 10):
Alyssa spent her freshman year
at St. John Villa Academy. “The
Hill girls are very welcoming
and they made me feel part of the
school right away.”Alyssa is currently a transfer student rep and
is looking forward to the rest of
the year and her next two years
at Hill.
Tyler-Marie Wardi (Grade
9): “I was super happy because I
lived down the block, so transportation in the morning was
easy, and in my opinion, it’s one
of the best all-girls school on the
Island.”
Gina Scanlon (Grade 9):
“Getting accepted into Hill was
a big accomplishment for me.
Hill is everything that I wanted
in a school and it feels like home.

Interviews by Emily
Casale, Emily Ciarlo
and Julia Perrina

Putting Hill first was the best decision I’ve made because I can
grow from all of the experiences
and opportunities it is providing
for me.”
Arianna Rubano (Grade 9):
“I was really excited to be accepted to Hill; my friends texted
and called to congratulate me. It
was just a very joyous occasion.”
Valerie Minett (Grade 9):
“When I got accepted into Hill it
was amazing. Hill was my dream
school; I truly loved everything
about it. It was place I knew I
wanted to spend the next four
years. On top of everything, my
family was so proud, which
made me proud. I was so happy
to join the Hill family.”
Kelli Barret (Grade 10):
“Well at first, I couldn’t go because I didn’t think I’d be able to
afford it and I was heartbroken.

Fun-filled pep
rally gives teams
the chance to
strut their stuff
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Then when I found out about my
scholarship, I think it was one of
the happiest moments of my life.
I was so excited to start over at a
new school and make new
friends. Hill was the best decision I ever made.”
Emily Loughran (Grade
10): “I was really excited when I
found out I was accepted because Hill was always my first
choice. I felt so comfortable and
at home the first time I shadowed, and I knew I wanted to be
a part of the school.”
Alyssa Scanlon (Grade 11):
“As a young girl unsure of where
her future would take place, I
was more than excited to be accepted into St. Joseph Hill Academy.”
Alexandra Vukek (Grade
11): “Before I got my acceptance
letter, I was convinced I was
going to end up at Tottenville
High School. However, once I
opened the letter that said I made
it into Hill and got the phone call

from another Hilltopper congratulating me, it just hit me that Hill
was the place I wanted to be! I
was so excited to spend my next
four years here!”
Sophia Walter (Grade 11):
“When I first got accepted to Hill
I was overwhelmed with joy. My
neighbor, who is an alum, told
me all about Hill and how it was
such a welcoming and friendly
environment. After hearing all of
these wonderful things, I couldn’t wait to start my journey and
make memories that would last a
lifetime.”
Olivia Vota (Grade 12):
“When I received the acceptance
letter in the mail, I was proud to
continue the legacy of my grandmother, who worked at Hill, and
my aunt and my mother, who attended Hill. I was so ecstatic
about my acceptance that I sent
my deposit and response the
same day. Mrs. Clifford jokes
that I was the first response of the
Class of 2019!”

St. Joseph Hill Academy concluded Spirit Week with a
fun-filled pep rally on Friday, Nov. 30. When the pep rally
began, Student Council president Athina Sonitis announced all the sports teams. As each name was called,
the girls on the team ran out. Next, the Varsity Cheerleading team performed their cheer for everyone. Then
the Student Council executives announced the winners
from each day of Spirit Week. Monday was America
Monday, Tuesday was 70s Tuesday, Wednesday was
Wacky Wednesday, Thursday was Twin Day, and on Friday everyone wore Hill wear. Lastly, the seniors versed
the faculty in a game of volleyball. Seniors got to make
teams with their friends and verse a group of faculty
members. The Varsity Volleyball players got to the verse
the teachers leading the seniors to victory and concluding the game. Overall, the pep rally was a fun afternoon
for students and teachers. PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 8
FOR MORE SPIRIT WEEK PHOTOS!
-- By Jacklyn Pellegrino
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MY OPINION

#MeToo:
Too far or not
far enough?
By Antonia Bongiorno

The #MeToo movement gives
sexual abuse victims a chance to
convict their male abusers and
speak out against the abuse.
#MeToo provides them with a
voice, a purpose, closure and
hope for the future. Although this
movement has great aspects, has
it gone too far?
Women gaining equality
Women have been struggling
to gain equality for decades. Do
we have it now?
Women make an average of
75.9 cents for every dollar a man
makes. This statement is true for
many positions, such as engineering, computer science, construction, education and even the
medical field.
Women’s March 2017
American women have been
adamant about taking a stand for
their human rights since the election of Donald J. Trump, who
faced several accusations during
his career. An outburst of rage
and frustration led to a women’s
march in 2017, the day after the
inauguration.
Questionable moments
Madonna made an unexpected speech which left many
stunned: “Yes, I'm angry. Yes, I
am outraged. Yes, I have thought
an awful lot of blowing up the
White House, but I know that
this won't change anything. We
cannot fall into despair.”
Kathy Griffin, another famous women’s rights supporter,
may have taken her frustration a
bit too far as well, modeling for
the campaign with a replica of
Trump’s head covered in blood.
She apologized for the incident.
Historical advancement
Although some “A-listers”
have taken women’s rights to extremes, the movement is powerful. Take the Olympic gymnasts
who reported abuse by their doctor, Lawrence Nassar.
Over 150 women claimed he
had abused them. Nassar was
sentenced to life in prison, leaving victims confident their accuser would not strike again.
This is an example of the
#MeToo movement being helpful and beneficial.
Celebrity stances
The #MeToo movement has
made a statement on red carpets.
Performers have shown their desire to end sexual harassment by
wearing black to awards events.
Teenage celebrities like Millie Bobby Brown have also supported the movement in this way.
Defending our rights
The protest against sexual harassment is a work in progress,
and women of all ages have to
come together to defend ourselves and our rights. The movement is not a matter of “he said
she said,” or false accusations.
All people, no matter what
their social status or identity,
need to stick together to do what
is right, so our lives and the lives
of those to come are full of positivity and faith.
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SCHOOL PRIDE SOARS
DURING SPIRIT WEEK 2018

TWIN DAY THURSDAY: Kristina Kim, Denalda Gashi
and Julia MacPherson.

WACKY WEDNESDAY: Crazy socks in
Ms. Regan’s Communication Arts class.

TWIN DAY THURSDAY: Christie Chahwan and
Amanda Rocha.

TWIN DAY THURSDAY:
Sarah Matli and Caitlyn Carr.

‘MERICA MONDAY: Athina Sonitis, Augusta Saverimuttu, Teresa Lapointe and Larissa Guida.

‘MERICA MONDAY: Olivia
DiTommaso.

TWIN DAY THURSDAY:
Jacqueline Landau and
Olivia Marsillo.

TWIN DAY
THURSDAY:
Above: Hill faculty
and staff. At left:
Savannah
Patsakos,
Vivian Azzarelli,
Hanna Jonathan,
Amanda Fallah
and Stefani
Gomez.

SUMMIT PHOTOS
BY ALEX CACHES, MS.
GABRIELLE VISO AND
MS. CLAIRE REGAN

