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BEATLEMANIA
by Camryn Shedlock
The Apollo-Ridge Marching Band
was proud to present their 2018
halftime show: Beatlemania.
With hits such as “The Magical
Mystery Tour,” “Eleanor Rigby,”
“Blackbird/Yesterday,”
“Sergeant
Pepper’s Lonely
Hearts Club Band,” and “Hey
Jude,” the band took the
audience
away
to
the
revolutionary time that was the
1960s. Conducted by Drum
Major Michael Booker, the
ensemble put on their best
performance every Friday night
and closed the show with a singalong to “Hey Jude,” a fun
experience written in the drill for
the show by Mr. Brian Querry. “I
thought it would have been a
great opportunity to get not just
the band involved, but also the
audience,” he explained. “It was
something we have never done
before, but I think it was a great
choice and everyone had fun
with it.”

Another unique feature
of the show this season was the
color guard outfits fit for the era:
box dresses with different blocks
of color for every one complete
with slip-on go-go boots covers
for over their shoes. “I liked how
colorful the dresses were. Mine
helped me fulfill the part of
being in the 60s,” color guard
member
Abigail
Smart
remarked, adding, “I loved how I
could add pops of color to my
eye make up to fit the
costumes.”
To prepare for the band
season, members and staff met
up July 30 through August 9 from
8:00 am to 4:00 pm for band
camp, in which they learned the
drill (the sets for the pictures
they make on the field), practice
their show music, and new

by Delaney Tevelonis
As most of you who have been attending
this school for more than 2 years know,
there have been a lot of changes made
since last year. We have adopted a new
lunch system, switched from study halls
to a group period, and even eliminated
homeroom. I’ve asked 25 people for their
opinion on some of these issues. When
asked if people preferred this year’s lunch
system versus last year’s lunch system,
this is what students had to say. Out of the
25 people, 18 people picked last year’s
lunch while 7 people picked this year’s
lunch. “Combining the ala carte line with
the pizza line is annoying because it is a
crowd of kids, and it takes too long to get
your food,” student Kristin Womeldorf
says.
Next, I asked 25 people whether they
preferred study halls or group period. One
should also take into account that when
the school eliminated study halls, it also
eliminated homeroom. 24 students chose
study halls and homeroom as their
predilection, and 1 person chose group
period. “I prefer study halls and
homeroom over group period for many
reasons. First off, study hall was our time
to get things done. During group time, we
get called down for clubs, pep assemblies,
and any other type of event. They are
taking away from our time to get work
done,” said student Madison Cup. One
can tell from the graphs that ApolloRidge students generally prefer last
year’s way of doing things versus this
year. The following pie charts show the
information collected.

members learned the basics of
marching,
which
includes
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everything from posture to roll
stepping. This year, however,
the band was up against bad
weather and had to do their best
to coordinate when they were
able to go outside to finish
creating the production. Luckily,
they were able to do so before
the conclusion of the camp. “We
were fortunate to be able to
finish the show by the end of
band camp,” associate drum
major Victoria Querry noted.
“I’m glad we got it done.” To
advertise for their half-time
theme, the band holds an annual
Pie Night for people to come out
to Owen’s Field to support the
band and watch what they spent
two weeks of their summer
creating just for them—
complete with pie, of course. “It
was a fun and upbeat show,”
Querry beamed. “I think it was
one of our best and got the
crowd involved.”
Some other events A-R
Marching Band were a part of
were the following: the
Kennywood parade on August
10, PIMBA at Gateway High
School on September 22 (in
which they participated as a
festival
band),
and
the
Armstrong County Band Festival
at Armstrong High School on
October 17 (at which all five
schools in Armstrong County—
the other three being Freeport,
West
Shamokin,
and

Leechburg—presented
their
halftime shows for the other
schools and family to see). At the
conclusion of the festival, the
ensembles came together to
play the “Mickey Mouse March”
and the “Armed Forces March.”
“It was nice to watch
everyone’s show at the festival
and to meet new people,” junior
Amy Hodil commented.
Another
memorable
event was the Apollo-ween
Parade on October 27. Each
section dressed in specificthemed costumes, such as Alice
in Zombieland (the clarinet
section), Mario Cart (low brass
and trumpets), and the Addams
Family (the saxophones). Even
the staff got involved and
marched as the members of the
Beatles. Being that last year the
band decided to cancel their
involvement in the event due to
bad weather, the seniors were
especially excited that it was
held this year so that they could
march in it one last time. “I was
so sad last year whenever we
couldn’t march in the parade,”
senior
MaRina
Coccaro
remarked. “I was so happy we
did it this year. We [the color
guard] went as cards, and I loved
dressing up with my friends.” In
addition to the seniors taking
this experience with them, they

are taking the song “Crunch
Time,” a tune played during
parades, with them. Mr. Gavin
Virag, the band director, decided
to retire it this year, a change he
said he felt was good, even
though others in the ensemble
think otherwise.
“I feel that he might
end up continuing to play it,”
Hodil said. “If it does retire, it will
be sad because it’s been a part
of band for so long. If he does,
something has got to replace
it.”
All in all, the marching
band’s seniors are glad to have
been a part of such a journey
and an amazing show this year.
They are also honored to be left
with the responsibility of holding
on to “Crunch Time” in their
hearts and say it made their last
year in high school special. One
such person, MaRina Coccaro,
would not have wished her final
season as an Apollo-Ridge Color
Guard member to be any
different and is leaving with
memories that will stay with her
for a lifetime. “It was the best
experience of my life,” Coccaro
smiled. “I made so many
memories and friends, and I
wouldn’t trade them for the
world.”

Students at Work
By MaRina Coccaro
Being a high school student is challenging
on its own without adding the stress of a job. A lot of
juniors, seniors, and even some sophomores try to
juggle school and their jobs at the same time. With
there being no study halls in the 18-19 school year,
the Apollo-Ridge High School students are a little
overwhelmed with balancing their jobs and their

school work at the same time, but most of them
manage it well.
As I talked to
some of the employed
students, they told me
that having a job while
being in high school
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makes them feel more independent at an earlier
age. Kids these days don’t like to depend on their
parents, so working and being able to pay for their
own things makes some feel a little more prepared
for life after high school. Not only does being
employed make them feel independent, it also gives
kids the opportunity to acquire new friendships. if
you work outside of your hometown, there is a 100%
chance of working with kids from Kiski and
Leechburg high schools as well as kids from Apollo.
Working while in high school has its pros,
but there will always be cons. Students who work
after school have been seen reading at work because
of how late they have had to work. Multiple
McDonalds employees have said that the shifts they

work after school are 3:30-9 at night. Working that
late at night and coming home to piles of homework
is stressful and tiring. These kids have a choice of
either staying up all night and finishing the
homework or going to bed and not getting the
homework done. Also, there aren’t any benefits to
most jobs high schoolers work, so being tired all the
time isn’t always worth it.
As one can see, working while in high school
has its pros and cons like everything else in this
world. It can make you feel important, responsible,
and independent, or it could make you feel stressed,
tired, and overwhelmed. As there may be an in
between, there usually isn’t. Most of the time the
kids feel more overwhelmed than you can imagine.

Coworkers: Junior Julia Poydence and Senior MaRina Coccaro

The New School Schedule
by Amy Hodil
Apollo-Ridge High School has made a
completely new schedule for 2018-2019 school year.
The school implemented a group time where the
whole school has a work period for thirty minutes.
The group time is with the fifth period teacher and
happens before fifth period. Each day of the week
there are priority days for each subject to which
students must attend before working on other
subjects. Monday is math; Tuesday is English;
Wednesday is Science; Thursday is clubs/electives;
and Friday is social studies.
Since the students have group time, they do
not have homeroom anymore. Instead, there are ten
minutes set aside for announcements, and then first
period begins. To be honest, most students do not
like the idea of group for many reasons. Some
students feel they don’t get work done, and there is
not enough time.
“I dislike group. It doesn’t allow enough
time to get things done. I don’t like it being taken
away by club meetings and assemblies. I feel that
study halls are more efficient,” said Abby Smart.

“I dislike the new schedule. Because I'm
involved in a lot of clubs
and they always hold a lot
of meetings during group
period, I can never get
anything done during
group period. I have a job
and work after school and
I take advanced classes,
which gives me more work
that I don’t have time for,”
says senior Natalie Shaffer. Students would prefer a
longer homeroom and study halls because they feel
it would help them get more of their homework and
projects done. This new schedule causes a lot of
stress for students because they feel like they cannot
get things done and that their grades will suffer.
Madison Galinac says, “I would prefer a
longer homeroom and study halls. Many students
are involved in sports or extracurricular activities
after school and are involved in clubs in school such
as student council or Leo Club. Many of these
students are in very vigorous classes and may need
help, but their time is taken away from them. This is
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unfair because students who work hard deserve to
have a study hall. A longer homeroom will give us
time to meet with our clubs. Study halls will give
students opportunities to excel further in the
classroom.”

The students understand what the school was trying
to do; but, in the end, it is not working out for most
students. Students don’t want to fall behind in their
classes or get stressed with the amount of work and
other things they may have going on in their lives.

A Look Back at Fall: Kennywood Fright Nights!
by Tiffany Pham and Kacy Booker
As the temperature dropped and the leaves began to fall, from the dark corners of Kennywood emerged
evil clowns, the undead, even the grim reaper himself. Phantom Fright Nights returned in 2018 with a vengeance,
its 17th season. The Halloween event began on September 28 and took place every Friday, Saturday, and Sunday
until October 28th. This event is not recommended for kids under thirteen.
If you choose to attend in the fall, here is the experience: The scaring starts as soon as you enter the park.
At the entryway tunnel hide a lot of masked actors, one holding a chainsaw and another wearing a fallen-angel
costume. The whole tunnel will be full of that special effects… fog lingers heavily, making it difficult for you to see.
The actors hide and wait for you as they try to scare you every chance they get.
In the park, some of the traditional Kennywood spaces are transformed into haunted houses; games are
Halloween-themed; and creepy music is played throughout the park. Several of the rides and most of the coasters
are open as well and decorated to add to the mood.
So, if you're looking for a good scare, consider going to Kennywood Phantom Fright nights Fall 2019!

🍂 Stay Warm Recipe 🍂

Crock Pot Creamy Hot Chocolate

Ingredients:
 ¼ cup unsweetened cocoa powder
 1 14-ounce can sweetened condensed milk
 6 cups of whole milk
 2 cups of heavy whipped cream
 2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract
 2 cups of semi-sweet chocolate chips
 Add all the marshmallows you want (for serving)

by Abigail Smart
Directions:
1. In a crockpot, combine all ingredients and stir until
everything is mixed.
2. Cover and cook on low for two hours, stir occasionally
3. Ladle hot chocolate into cups and cover with whipped
cream or chocolate chips, whichever you choose.
4. Enjoy!
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Rolling into History
by Kristin Womeldorf
Over the last 50 years Apollo-Ridge has
had great success on the field, on the court, and
on the track. Now, for the first time in school
history, a group of students are looking for the
same success on the lanes.
At the September school board
meeting, the board approved the first ever
Viking bowling team. Each team will be a
mixture of amateur and experienced bowlers,
but all have the same goal in mind, the Western
Pennsylvania Interscholastic Bowling League
Championships.
To qualify for the WPIBL Championships
each team must be in the top two of their
section. Apollo-Ridge
competes against
Freeport, Kiski,
Burrell, St. Joseph’s,
and Armstrong

during the regular season to try to earn their
spot. Individuals can qualify for WPIBL
Championships based on season average. From
there, they will send the top 12 teams and the
top 96 individuals to Western Regionals. After
that, the top 6 teams and top 12 individuals will
head to the State Championships where they
will compete for a spot in the National High
School Bowling Tournament held in
Indianapolis, Indiana, in June 2019.
The season officially started November
16th with the first match on Wednesday
December 5th against Freeport at the Vikings
home lanes, Wildlife Lanes in Lower Burrell.
Preseason practices are held every Tuesday
from 4-5:30. The Vikings head coach is ApolloRidge alumnus George Galo, Jr. and the
assistant coach is Michelle Cominos.

Songs Made Famous
by Brandon Kimmel
Apollo-Ridge may be a small school,
but the plays and musicals have always brought
in full houses, and it is no mystery why. The
magic that students make when they
come together is something that will never lose
its allure. This year was no different.
The Apollo-Ridge Drama Club planned a
Reunion Show that celebrated Ms. Bethany
Greenlee’s 10-year anniversary of directing AR's musicals. Apollo-Ridge's alumni from the
past nine years of musicals agreed to come back
and take a stroll down memory lane. Ms.
Greenlee had this to say about the subject, “I’m

excited to celebrate the success and joy of the
musical theater program at A-R. It has been a
big part of my life and it has been a real
pleasure to share it with the students and
community.” Of course, she wasn’t the only one
who had something to say about the subject.
Mr. Andy Jones helped tremendously
throughout the musical productions and said, “I
have enjoyed practicing and visiting with our
alumni who helped to build this program, and it
will be great to see them revive their roles in
the songs that defined our last nine musicals.
It’s such a special experience to combine the
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past and present as well as celebrate the
tremendous talents and efforts invested in this
program over the years.”
Musicals that have been done
previously include Mary Poppins, Beauty and
the Beast, The Wizard of Oz, Annie, The
Boyfriend, School House Rock, Godspell, Charlie
Brown, and Cinderella. Alumni that made a
return are Orren Vigo
(Godspell and Charlie Brown), Kayleigh Jenkins
(The Boyfriend), Maria Vigo (Cinderella),
Brianna Lookhart (Cinderella and Annie), Emelia
Weinel (Annie and Wizard of Oz), Jared Primm
(Annie and Beauty and the Beast),
and Shaley Manges (Beauty and the
Beast and Mary Poppins). Aside from the
alumni a few current Apollo-Ridge students
also performed- Mollie Charlton (Beauty and
the Beast), Michael Booker (Mary Poppins), and
Jessa Pontier (Mary Poppins). Students in Drama
Club took on the identities of iconic characters
from the musicals. This show took place at the
Apollo-Ridge High School the night of
November 16 at 7. The doors opened at 6, and

tickets were purchased at the door for $3. As
the author of this article I, myself, have been a
part of the musicals and can say it is a true
pleasure unlike any other. Current ApolloRidge students were costumed and played the
roles of some of the iconic musical characters.
Children of all ages were invited to take
pictures and meet some of the iconic
characters:
Charlie Brown,
Lucy, Cinderella,
Fairy God
Mother, Prince
Charming, Annie,
Dorothy, Belle,
Beast, and Mary
Poppins!
The night
was a success, full
of singing,
memories, and
fun!
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The Constant Uphill Battle by Parker Berry
One thing we as humans all go through
is a constant uphill battle. We seemingly fight
and fight to get to the top, only to realize when
we get there that it’s really just the bottom of
the next tier. When it comes to legally required
public education, the top tier is being a senior.
When the battle is won, and we stand at the
top of the mountain, the senior year is the walk
back down the summit, to the base of the next
mountain… or so we thought. Many, if not all of
us, would agree that this year has been the
most stressful, tiring and sometimes most
demoralizing year of all. But one person's
opinion holds no weight, so I asked around and
got other senior's opinions. When asked to
describe being a senior and his personal school
year, Josh Cibik had this to say:
“Being a Senior is pretty cool. I remember when
I was in elementary and even middle school and

thinking that high school is so far away. Now we
are on the verge of graduating and going out
into the world to make something of ourselves.
This year has been pretty busy. I was hoping
that since this is my senior year that it would be
pretty relaxed and that my schedule would not
be busy. Unfortunately, that is not the case.
However, I am looking forward to all the fun
events and trips planned for this year and I do
think this year will still be very fun and
something to remember.”
As a class, we came together to vote on our
class president. It’s important to us to elect a
candidate who understands the students and
will truly try to look out for them. With that
being said, our class president also happens to
be our student council president. When asked
to describe his senior year and being a senior,
Dylan Zelonka replied with this:
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“I have only one word to describe senior year:
stressful. I thought senior year was supposed to
be the best year of high school and so far,and all
I've done is worry about getting my work done. I
have no study halls to get work done. I sit in a
school for 8 periods a day with work on top of
work and when I get home, I have little to no
time to do school work because of hockey and
my job. So, I’m forced to stay up late, until 1-2 in
the morning. Then I get no sleep, and it’s just a
continuous cycle throughout the week. Also, it
seems as though the teachers think that their
classes are the only one we have. Everybody
that I've talked to about all this has been on the
same page with me. ”
At Apollo Ridge one of our mantras is:
“We learn the whole student.” Sometimes that
means a slower process. Sometimes that means
a quicker process. I asked returning senior
Travis Baylor his thoughts on being a senior:
“Being a senior isn't just being above the other
classes; it's about being a role model to them.
We are expected to be hard working. We are
working throughout year, so we can go off into
the world with everything we know. We do it, so
we are prepared to go into the world and work

equally as hard. This year compared to last year
is very different; I don’t have many classes,
unlike the other seniors, and I'm grateful for
that. Last year I messed up, so I had to come
back this year and fix it. I’m not giving up; I
didn’t then, and I won’t now.”
I personally agree with every comment
about stress. I feel that this senior year has
been nothing but work on top of work. I think I
speak for everyone else when I say that the
work is relentless, and the time is minimum; but
to be clear, I don’t mean free time. I find myself
with little to no time to do anything other than
school and homework, and I don’t have a job or
a sport, unlike many others in the senior class.
We just want to enjoy our year and we can’t do
anything but work or else our grades
completely tank. I think everyone in the senior
class would be happier if we received less work,
had study halls back or at the very least have a
full and uninterrupted period for group. I think
we can all agree that this year would be
enjoyable, and the students would be happier if
receiving less work at one time.

The Summer Homework Debate
by Madison Cup
Every May any prospective Honors or
Advanced Placement (AP) student meets with their
upcoming teachers in order to receive summer
homework assignments. Some assignments are due
over the summer, while some are turned in when
school starts. Along with these assignments comes a
debate. Should just the honors and AP students get
homework, or should every student get some type of
assignment over the summer? It has been
scientifically proven that students lose most of the
knowledge learned in the previous year within the
months of June to August when the brain is not
academically stimulated. Therefore, when students
return to school at the end of August, most of the
concepts learned in the previous year are completely
lost. Summer homework would be an obvious help
to keep the academic stimulation and help refresh
students of what they previously learned, especially

students that are moving into higher level math's
and sciences. This also begins to raise the question
about whether schools should have school yearround but be in session for three months at a time
and have two weeks to a month-long break. AP and
honors classes look fabulous on a transcript for a
college application. “I think summer homework is
important, especially for the advanced placement
classes, but I think the other students who aren’t
going to take these classes should get something as
well,” junior Camryn Shedlock said. “I have taken
multiple honors classes and am in two Advanced
Placement classes this year and the amount of
summer homework we received is astronomical. I
understand that it is a weighted class and is
important overall, but some other students should
get work too,” said Delaney Tevelonis. There is not a
suggestion of having piles of schoolwork for
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students, but maybe one assignment for each month
during the summer that would only take a few
minutes to complete.
There have also been differentiating
opinions regarding the schedule this year, which
directly correlates to the question on changing the
school year calendar. Many school districts in the
south have a year-round school calendar. In
Pennsylvania we must deal with snow storms that
cause cancellations and require snow days to be
built into the schedule. Some may wonder if it would
be easier to have a year-round schedule, so it is not
necessary to worry about making up the snow days
that could possibly extend the school year. “I
personally would hate it because I do not like
change, but it does not sound awful. I think as soon
as all of us adapted to it and became used to it, I
think we would be okay,” junior Brittany Haugh.
Here is an idea of a possible new school calendar. A
year-round school calendar would result in a break

of almost fifteen days after the first nine weeks.
Then, a three-day break would occur for
Thanksgiving break and school would resume until a
fifteen-day winter break. It would also be better for
families that plan vacations and trips ahead of time
because they could schedule it during one of the
breaks rather than pulling their children out of
school and having to deal with missed assignments.
It would also be important to raise the
question regarding summer homework for all
students and a possible change to the layout of the
entire school calendar.

New Teacher: Jeff Zelonka
By Robert Harkleroad
This August, students returned to Apollo-Ridge to
discover three new teachers. One of these was Mr.
Jeff Zelonka, who teaches biology and coaches for the
football team. Mr. Zelonka graduated from ApolloRidge in 2005 then attended Thiel College for 4 years
and graduated with a bachelor’s degree in biology
and a secondary certification. Prior to coming to A-R,
he taught ninth grade biology and Honors Biology II at
Leechburg. But when he heard of an opportunity to
teach here, he took advantage swiftly. Growing up in
the Apollo area, Mr. Zelonka had many connections
to the school, and even served as a long term sub for
his predecessor, Mr. Gillespie. Also, he said his heart
has always been here and being a family man, it is
convenient to live near his relatives and taking this job
would bring the most value to his family. Mr. Zelonka
has a wife and two daughters, seven and four, who
attend the elementary School.
When asked what he most enjoyed about
teaching, he responded, “The influence. The value
that comes with it. Every day is different… it’s
entertaining, to say the least.” So far, he enjoys
teaching here, especially his new classroom. His

current room is twice the size of his old classroom at
Leechburg, and he feels there is a lot that can be done
with it. If you want to be successful one of his classes,
his advice is simple. “Function,” he says. Mr. Zelonka
wants you to be successful in not only his class, but all
of them. “It’s not about the content or the subject; it’s
about the idea that you need to function. You need to
be faced with adversity, and you need to learn to
overcome it. So if you don’t know how to learn
something, find a way to learn something.”
When he isn’t in school teaching his classes,
Mr. Zelonka enjoys spending time with his family and
on cardiovascular fitness. He says, “I like to make sure
I can run without falling over.” During the football
season, you may find him on the football field
coaching the skills players or running the scout
offense team. He has coached the Vikings for nine
years, even while he was teaching at Leechburg. In
high school and college, he played any and every
intramural sport he could, such as flag football,
basketball, and softball. He states, “They are nothing
but the best. There’s no practice and it’s all games.”
Welcome, Mr. Zelonka!
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As a teacher, it is one’s responsibility to be a
role model for every student and be able to give
advice and guidance when needed. Even though he is
young, Mr. Zelonka has learned much in his life and
does well translating the lessons he has learned to his
students. According to Mr. Zelonka, if you want to
succeed not just in school, but in life, “…you need to
learn how to be coached. So, how to take things and
then move from them. Don’t dwell and move
forward. You need to learn how to be coached
because teaching is coaching.”

New Teacher Welcomed to the Music Department
by Natalie Shaffer

With the retirement of longtime chorus
teacher Bill Duff, the school district went on the
search for a new choral director. The role was given
to Ms. Lori Paouncic, a former teacher at Homer
City.
When asked what she would bring to the
program, Paouncic replied, “...different music,
different music styles, and new opportunities.” She
also said that she hopes to get more of the choral
kids involved in the musical theatre program we
have.
There are obviously some differences in
teaching Apollo-Ridge over Homer City. “The kids
had a schedule where they didn’t have chorus every
day. Here we have it every day, and that gives these
kids an advantage because we get to sing every day,”
Paouncic said.
Of course, there are also many challenges
of being a new teacher and meeting a new group of
kids. “It’s all about getting them to open up to me
and have me gain their trust.”
Many of the students are giving their
opinions on her as well. Madison Galinac says, “I like
how organized she is, and we get a lot done.”

Paouncic has planned to attend many out of
school chorus activities, such as the Crimson Hawks
Invitational Choral Conference, the B.E. Taylor
Concert, and obviously Armstrong County Chorus
and Districts. Her schooling at the Indiana University
of Pennsylvania has helped bring these opportunities
to the students at Apollo-Ridge.
A typical class starts with warm ups, a run
through of the agenda for the day, and then going
through various songs planned. The agenda could
vary from having a run through of all of the songs
the students had learned so far to talking about new
out of school singing opportunities for the students
to attend.
She also conducts a small choral ensemble
named the Viking Voices. The group is given slightly
harder music than the general chorus class and is
given more opportunities to perform their songs
outside of school.
Mrs. Paouncic hopes to allow the students
to learn how to unite together to create great music
and make our music department proud of the work
they have created. She also wishes for the concert
band and chorus to perform hand-in-hand for one of
the concerts, something that was not previously
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introduced before in the music department. She
hopes to leave a lasting impression on the students
and wishes to make them the best they can be.

Welcome to Apollo-Ridge, Mrs. Paouncic!

New Coach Sets New Standards for Volleyball Team
by Natalie Shaffer

With the departure of coaches Linda
Guercio and Rebecca McCormick, the Apollo-Ridge
Volleyball Team was in need of a coach. Thankfully,
Brittany Hill stepped up to the plate and took on the
task of coaching the girls.
A new coach usually means a new teaching
style, new ambitions, and obviously, a new coach.
This year, there was less focus on winning games.
Instead, there was more of a focus on playing to the
best of their ability and having fun while doing it.
“With commitment, discipline, heart, and a
positive attitude, you can do anything. Because
regardless of the score, if you girls can step on that
court and give me those four things, then when you
step off, that score won’t matter,” Hill said.
The team won two matches the entire
season against rivals East Allegheny and Valley. The
other teams played throughout the 2018-2019
season were Deer Lakes, Leechburg (non-sectional),
Derry, Freeport, Springdale (non-sectional), and
Burrell.
Practices first started with open gyms in
late July. These practices consisted of a warm up jog,
stretching, and then practicing various skills, such as
hitting the ball and passing. Then tryouts began in
mid-August. Things suddenly got serious. Every

player was looked at critically to see what she could
bring to the team, whether it was the overall
performance or attitude. At the end of the day, 18
girls made the team and formed our Lady Vikings.
Once games started, practice was limited,
so the girls mostly fixed themselves based off of
their performance in the game.
The team learned to bond together on and
off the court. With many girls being involved in other
sports (cheerleading and soccer), Coach Hill wanted
to take any opportunity they had to show their
support for their dual-sport players. The team went
to the Indiana Fair to see the cheerleader’s
showcase their routine and to support cheerleaders
Abby Bush, Annabelle Casella, Emma Fraine, and
Elizabeth Donahue. The volleyball girls also went to
the A-R soccer game against Burrell to support
players Haley Usko and Emily Bonelli.
With this only being the first year of
coaching the team, Coach Hill hopes to implement
her philosophy into the coming middle schoolers for
next year and to leave a lasting impression on the
current team. She hopes more girls become involved
in the sport so she can eventually make a bigger,
more well-rounded team.
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by Madison Galinac

This was their third straight year
making it to the first round of playoffs. It was a
very difficult road getting to the playoffs this
school year. The soccer team moved up to
Section II, playing many challenging teams such
as Burrell, Freeport, and Deer Lakes. The girls
had a record of 6-6-1. The soccer team played
Burrell, Deer Lakes, East Allegheny, Freeport,
and Valley. The girls worked very hard to earn
their place in the playoffs. Beating Freeport
helped significantly in earning a position in the
playoffs. They also clinched their spot by
beating Valley and Highlands. The girls
prepared for the season throughout the 2018
summer, and practices were held from 5:007:30 Monday through Thursday. The girls are
coached by Head Coach Matt Ross. He is

assisted by Bill Baustert, Eric Bonelli,
Jim Galinac, and Kevin Ashbaugh. Since the girls
are not funded by the school, they have their
annual barbeque bash. This
fundraiser brings in a lot of funds in order to
rent the field, provide drinks for the players,
uniforms, etc. This year, the soccer
team joined forces with Leechburg to gain more
players. They happily welcomed seniors:
Katarina Yurjevich and Keara Carnahan; juniors:
Ashley Grine, Kara Kapalka, and Morgan
Fitzpatrick, and Freshman Kalli Grine. Three of
the Leechburg girls helped the team greatly
with their previous soccer experience. The girls
really molded together to make a solid
lineup. However, the team couldn’t have done
it without each other.
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