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Directors Update
Jumping into spring and launching into fall:
As we head into spring with hopefully more sunny skies, at school we are also
already looking ahead to fall. Spring brings the annual state accountability
testing called CAASPP (California Assessment of Student Performance and
Progress). At Pathways, this means that students in grades 3rd -8th and 11th will
take the Smarter Balanced assessments and grades 5th, 8th and high schoolers
in 12th grade, or those currently taking biology, will take the CAST (science
test). Please check your local ebulletin for details on testing. As teachers, we
know that the student results only give us a snapshot of what students know,
but it is an important snapshot. The testing results can help guide our
educational plan, along with other sources of data, for your child’s coming
year. These results are also hugely important for Pathways’ long-term
operation in terms of our ability to renew our charter, qualify for grants, and to
identify students who may qualify for extra intervention support. This coming
fall, scores will only be available in electronic format through our parent portalthe state is no longer sending printed results (see below for more on the portal).
Parent portal
Did you know you can fill out your learning log online? View up-to-date
grades? Many of you are already using the parent portal to monitor student
grades and access various information. All of you who have registered for next
school year have done so through the portal (maybe you did not realize it at
the time). The portal is a student and parent version of our student information
system where you can find:
 Activity Logs
 Grades and Assignments (take 24 hours to sync)
 Reporting including unofficial transcripts, the 4-Year Grad Plan, and
Progress/Report Cards.
 Student Class Attendance
 Student Class Schedules
 Student access to Online Learning such as Buzz classes and Naviance
 Resources
 Online School Registration (Reg-Online)
 CAASPP testing results (staring fall 2019)
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To access the parent student portal, please use this link along with the username and password, which
you can request from your child’s teacher.
 **Note: Logins can be tricky. You may need to try 2 or 3 times, but don’t give up!
 If you are new to the portal, when you first login, you will be required to change your password.
Make sure to follow the directions on the login page to make sure your new password is secure.
Please store your login credentials in a safe place.

To learn more about the parent portal- visit our website - select the tab for “parents”- “resources & forms”
and then “parent portal instructions”. Your child’s teacher has access to your unique log-in information or
if you saved it from when you registered for next school year, it is the same log-in.

Plans for Fall 2019
Our local principals and staff are busy working with local teachers to make plans for fall 2019. This
includes planning our regional learning center classes. These class schedules will be posted on the
ebulletin and website by mid-May. Returning families will get priority registration in late May. This fall, we
are launching our year differently for grades 7th -12th. During the first week of school (9/3-9/6) all
students in grades 7th -12th will be welcomed back with an orientation day at their local learning center as
well as an assessment day. Also, during this first week, the only assignments they will receive will be
related to a new one week course called “Independent Study 101” which will helps students walk
through the tasks to set up their learning plan and home learning environment. We are optimistic that
these changes will give our students the tools they need be more successful in our school program.

ENROLLMENT UPDATE
Did you know?....We are currently enrolling for fall 2019!
Do you know a friend or family member that might like to join the personalized learning movement?
Refer them to Pathways! We want to grow our program to serve more students and expand our support
offerings. Most of our new students come to Pathways through word-of-mouth referral- so spread the
word!
It’s never too early to start thinking about next year! Make sure you reserve your spot with priority
registration for currently enrolled families.
Priority registrations ends on April 26th!
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Pathways Charter Schools’ 17th annual high school graduation ceremony is fast approaching!
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION CEREMONY PLANNING
Mark your calendars! The ceremony will be held
Friday, June 7, 2019
● Location: Center for Spiritual Living, 2075
Occidental Rd, Santa Rosa
● The day of the ceremony, graduates should
arrive at the above location:
o ✓ 1:00 – 2:00 Professional Photos
(optional)
o ✓ 2:00 – 2:30 Rehearsal
*All grads must arrive by 2:00
o ✓ 2:30 – 3:00 Doors open for guest
seating
o ✓ 3:00 – 4:30 Graduation Ceremony
CONGRATULATIONS!
o ✓ 4:30 – 5:00 Refreshments served
Congratulations to this year’s valedictorian,
Olivia Bingham, and junior valedictorian,
Sitraka Andrianarijaona!

AWARDS
Congratulations to our Golden State Seal Merit Diploma (GSSMD) recipients:
Maria Jaimes Navarro, Alexa Martinez, Olivia Bingham, Rory Bingham, Denise Mostajo, Sitraka
Andrianarijaona, and Mariah Skartvedt
One additional award will be announced soon! The new Pathways’ Rising Phoenix Award will honor a
graduate that demonstrates the most exceptional growth, effort engagement and focus on learning.
More details will be announced in April.

Don’t forget to place your orders!
Priority ordering for Cap and Gown discounted prices ends on
April 1st! Click here to order yours today!
Seniors must register to attend graduation, request tickets
and verify spelling for their diploma! Please fill out the
Google form here.
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Solano/Napa Regional Update

Dear Families,
Spring is upon us. Here are a few spring updates and reminders for families regarding resources,
assessments, and more.








Paperwork Reminders: Spring progress reports for high school students will be sent out on
March 26th. Look for those in the mail. Remember that the progress reports mark a mid way
point in spring semester which ends in early June.
Re-registration parent workshop: Do you need support with completing the re-registration
process? Please come by the office on April 15th at 9:30am. We will walk you through the
process. Don’t forget to bring the proof of residency, which is now required.
Assessment reminders: Mark your calendar with the following assessment reminders:
SBAC testing is scheduled for April 29th - May 3rd. 3rd - 8th and 11th grade students will
complete ELA and Math assessments. Students in 5th, 8th and high school will also complete
a CAST Science test. High school students attempting Biology coursework will take this
exam. During the spring, 7th-12th grade students will also complete math diagnostic or
placement assessments, which will inform their IST and class instructors about the
appropriate coursework they should attempt next year. High school students will also take
final exams for Math, Science, History, and Foreign Language coursework towards the end of
the semester.
Event updates: We would like to invite your 8th grade graduate and family to participate in
our annual 8th grade promotion ceremony on May 20, 2019 at 11:30 am at our Solano
Regional Learning Center. This event gives our school community a chance to celebrate our
8th graders as well as give our students an opportunity to share their talents and show what
they have learned this school year.
Upcoming Events/Dates to remember:
Spring Break: April 1st -5th
SBAC testing: April 29th -May 3rd
School Holiday-Memorial day: May 27th
Last day of site classes: May 31st
Last day of school/High school graduation: June 7th
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IT & CTE Coordinator Update
From Brenda Peterson
CTE News:
We have about 15 high school students in the process of earning a CTE completion certificate in
one of our 3 pathways: Media Arts, Help Desk, and Game Design. CTE programs prepare students
for career and post-secondary college certificate programs by exposing them to real world
workplace expectations and tasks, and engaging them in project-based critical thinking exercises.
Each of our CTE pathways includes 4 semester-length online classes as well as a Leadership
class, which will be offered for the first time in Fall 2019, online, and will include our Job Shadow
program and certification in G:Suite Apps. Do you know of a student who might be interested?
Have them check in with their IST during the registration for Fall 2019 classes. We’ll be offering
classes in each pathway Fall 2019.
Tech News:
Did you know? All students have a G:Suite account through Pathways, which includes email,
google drive storage, and the ability to create docs, websites, and more. When students sign in on
one of our school Chromebook using their Pathways account (instead of guest), all of their files
and Chrome bookmarks load automatically.
What is Google Suite for Education?
Google Suite for Education (GSfE or G:Suite) is a suite of tools that
allows students and teachers to collaborate in real-time to create
documents, presentations, surveys, spreadsheets and even websites.
All tools are free, ad-free, reliable, and secure. We encourage parents
to sit down with their children to look at the school work stored
within their child’s Google Drive, just as we encourage pupils to
share their work with their parents.
Why is Pathways Charter using G:Suite?
G:Suite provides the ability for students and teachers to communicate, store files and collaborate
on documents, spreadsheets, and presentations from school or home, all within a secure “closed
campus” online environment. It is important to remember an educational Google account is
structured and managed different to a “consumer” or “personal” google account.
What tools are available in G:Suite?
There are many tools available - some of the more common tools we use are:
Name

How do I access?

What is it?

Google
Drive

drive.google.com

Cloud storage for all file types including images,
videos and audio files. Students have unlimited
storage and can access their files from any
device, anywhere they have an internet
connection.
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Google
classroom.google.com A blended learning platform that integrates
Classroom
Google Suite to allow teachers to assign and
collect work from students.
Classroom creates a paperless environment
and saves time providing a way for teachers
and students to easily communicate and stay
organized.
Parents can get update emails about the work
going on in Google Classroom.
Google
Slides

slides.google.com

Presentation tool that allows students to
collaborate on the same presentation and
easily add images, videos and graphics to tell
a story.
Students can choose from templates or
create their own slide format.

Google
Docs

docs.google.com

Word processing tool to allow students to
create and edit text and paragraphs. Students
can collaborate on the same document and
teachers can easily provide feedback while
students are working.

Google
Sheets

sheets.google.com

Spreadsheet tool for analyzing, visualizing
and charting data. Similar to the other G:Suite
tools, students can easily share and
collaborate in real-time.

Google
Calendar

calendar.google.com

Online calendar that integrates with Google
Classroom to help students to be aware of
assignments and/or appointments.

Google
Sites

sites.google.com

Collaborative web page creation tool for
publishing to a real-life audience.
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Sonoma Regional Update
Hello Sonoma FamiliesWhat a wonderful first semester we have had. We have tons more to look forward to this coming
spring!
Spring has sprung at the Rohnert Park Learning Center! Our students are getting outside a little
more often to explore and play. Our middle school science students participated in a walking science
lab project last week and Thursday lunch recess has resumed taking place out doors with ample
frolicking in the garden. Here is a list of things in the works as we move through the second half of
the school year.
 Project and Performance Fair (grades K-12) Thursday May 23rd 1pm-4pm
Students are in the planning, design and creation of exhibit and performances as we continue this
Pathways tradition. Please contact your IST for information about how to enter a project or Cheryl
Townsend at cheryl.townsend@pathwayscharter.org if your child wants to perform dance, music or
theater.
 Spring Break!
The Rohnert Park Learning Center will be closed for spring break April 1st - 5th.
 SBAC Testing Week April 29th-May 3rd
The scheduling is underway for this year's round of state required assessments for grades 3-8 and
11. Your IST will provide you with information about how to best prepare you child. You will also
receive ebulletins with links to websites for practice exams. Many thanks for working with us to get
your student/s scheduled and in attendance for this important event.
 Learning Center Class Planning
Teachers are fully engaged in the planning classes for next school year. We will be unveiling the class
schedule and opening up registration options for students/parents and teachers starting in May.
 8th Grade Graduation Thursday May 30th
ISTs will be in contact with the families of 8th grade students with the details of this year's
ceremony.

Art by Sonoma students
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Spring Greetings from Marin
Michele Blaisdell
Marin Regional Principal

Azaleas are blooming in the courtyard outside the San Rafael Learning Center.

Spring has sprung and with it, perhaps, a bit of spring fever. However, as we enter this final
quarter of the 2018-19 school year, we still have much to anticipate. Students have plenty of time
to continue (or begin) interesting learning projects, to participate in classes and field trips, to
make progress with challenging material and build their skills, to expand their love of learning and
their confidence. And we’re here to dig in with you, to support your child’s ever-growing
capacities.
Here are a few highlights of the weeks ahead:
 Board Game Night (Wednesday 3/27)
 Spring Break (Week of April 1-5)
 Deadline for Priority Registration for Continuing Students (Friday 4/26)
 Smarter Balanced Assessment (Week of April 29-May 3)
 Transition to High School Information Session (Monday 5/20)
 Learning Center Classes (through May 22 for K-8, and May 30 for 9-12)
 Ice Cream Social and 8th Grade Graduation (Friday 5/31)
 High School Graduation (Friday 6/7)
We’ll be sharing more details about all of the above events, so please stay on the lookout for
upcoming Marin eBulletins. As always, please do not hesitate to contact me or your IST with any
questions or concerns.
In spring, we often start the process of reflecting on the current year and looking ahead to the
next, and we can find ourselves pulled by that divided attention. Fortunately, we have the vibrant
hues of the flowers right outside our door to bring our focus back to the present.
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California Healthy Youth Act Update
As we begin our planning for the 2019-20 school year, we want to take this opportunity to briefly
introduce the California Healthy Youth Act, to give you a sense of what it means for our program.
According to the California Department of Education, the CHYA “requires school districts to

provide students with integrated, comprehensive, accurate, and inclusive comprehensive sexual
health education and HIV prevention education, at least once in high school and once in middle
school.” The CHYA first too effect in January 2016, and was later extended to charter schools with
the passage of AB 2601 in 2018.
At Pathways, this means that students in grades 7 and 10 will complete a three-week sexual health
education unit embedded in their coursework for Science or PE/Health.
Next year, we will offer this material via the Positive Prevention Plus curriculum for middle and
high school students. PPP is designed to address the main purposes of the CHYA, namely, “to
provide students with the knowledge and skills necessary to: protect their sexual and reproductive
health from HIV and other sexually transmitted infections and from unintended pregnancy;
develop healthy attitudes concerning adolescent growth and development, body image, gender,
sexual orientation, relationships, marriage, and family; have healthy, positive, and safe relationships
and behaviors; promote understanding of sexuality as a normal part of human development.”
There are several curriculum options that meet state requirements; however, PPP is also
appropriate and adaptable for use in an independent study setting. The material is presented in an
online format through self-guided lessons that students review independently while completing
corresponding written assignments.
Later this spring, we will provide additional information, including details about student
participation and how you can preview the curriculum. In the meantime, if you would like to
research this topic further, here are several helpful resources:
California Department of Education FAQs: https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/se/faq.asp
ACLU: Questions & Answers for School Districts
Positive Prevention Plus: https://www.positivepreventionplus.com/

All Pathways Charter School Offices and Centers will be CLOSED:
April 4th and April 5th
Reduced staffing and hours expected on the following days:
April 1st – 3rd.
We will resume normal business hours on April 8th, 2019.
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