San Lorenzo Valley Elementary School
SLVE... a great place to be!
sle.slvusd.org
*** BE SAFE *** BE RESPONSIBLE *** BE RESPECTFUL

Bobcat Tales

Dear Bobcat Families,
What a busy, wet, amazing week! There were empathy-themed PBIS assemblies, the 2nd grade
field trip to the Tandy Beal performance at the Mello Center, the 3rd grade grade trip to The
Museum of Natural History, and lots of rainbows overhead. On Friday, the 4th graders had
another successful “Town”. The MU room was bustling with activity as the students sold
homemade items and purchased goods with the “town bucks” they had earned in class. It was
very impressive! SLE is the place to be!
Sincerely,
Jennifer Lahey, Principal
San Lorenzo Valley Elementary School
jlahey@slvusd.org

Important Upcoming Dates for Your 2018-19 Calendar
● 12/6, Triple P Workshop-Coping with Stress, SLE Library, 6-7:30pm
● 12/11, Bobcat Club Meeting, SLE Library
● 12/21 -1/4, Winter Break, No School
● 1/21, No School- MLK Birthday
● 1/24, Science Fair
● 1/31, Talent Show

Canned Food Drive
The second food drive is in full swing and will end right before winter break. Please send in your
cans and non-perishable donations to help support families in our community. This is a great
opportunity for our children to discover the good feeling we receive when we do good things
for others. The class that collects the most cans each week will get to have the bobcat in their
classroom. So please encourage your kiddos to bring in cans!

SLV Elementary School Science Fair

SLV Elementary's annual science fair is on the calendar, and it is time to start thinking about
ideas! The science fair will be on Thursday, January 24th, 2019. Our first Q&A time for students
and/or parents will be Wednesday, December 5 from 1:30-2:30 in room 29. Come with any
questions you have or ideas you want to explore more. Other Wednesday 'help sessions'
(totally optional) will be January 9 & 16. Proposal forms need to be turned in by Wednesday,
January 9th, but earlier is always better. It will come fast if you wait until after winter break to
start, less than 3 weeks! Students can either do an experiment or engineering project. Check
out the forms and links on the Science tab of the SLVE website for more information, or email
hlargay@slvusd.org or jcurcio@slvusd.org with any questions you have.

Check out the New SLE Website!
Our SLE website has a new look! The crossover to the new platform will be a work in progress,
and we want to thank you in advance for your patience. Our new web page will closely
resemble that of the other SLVUSD schools making navigating the websites easier as your
student goes on to middle and then high school. Take a look at http://sle.slvusd.org/

Primary Music Teacher
SLE welcomed Jamie Coffis as our primary music teacher in October. Jamie
I’ve been playing music around California and beyond as a founding member of Santa Cruz
based rock and roll band “The Coffis Brothers and the Mountain Men” since 2010. I was born
and raised in Ben Lomond and attended SLV elementary, jr high high and high school. My
brother and bandmate Kellen Coffis also attended all three SLV campuses as did our guitar
player Kyle Poppen. We named our band “the Mountain Men” as an ode to our Santa Cruz
mountain roots. I also have been working at KPIG radio as a dj for the last two years. I still live
in Ben Lomond and am a proud member of the San Lorenzo Valley community. I’m happy to
have come full circle and be back at SLE as the primary music teacher, walking through the
same halls and singing some of the same songs I did as a youngster here.

SLE CoderDojo Club
Join our free CoderDojo coding club! SLE has a free coding and digital making club. Our sessions
are every Tuesday from 6pm to 8pm in the MU room. December dates are 12/4, 12/11 &
12/18. Please check us out online at https://www.slvcoderdojo.com and stop by for a visit.
What Ages? Our mentors have been working mostly with 3rd to 5th. Younger students are
welcome but may require more help from their parent. We do have a few 1st & 2nd graders
already.
What is CoderDojo?
CoderDojo is a global, open-source, volunteer-led movement that organises free, not-for-profit

coding clubs (Dojos) for young people aged 7–17. At a Dojo, young people learn to program and
develop websites, apps, programs, and games, they build things with code and electronics, and
much more. Members also meet like-minded people, show off what they’ve been working on,
and they can take part in national and international events. CoderDojo makes learning to code
a fun, sociable, and creative experience. You can find out more about our club at
www.slvcoderdojo.com.
What should I bring to the event? All children should bring a laptop. Chromebooks are available
for children without a laptop. Although we hope to bring in pizza (donation
requested), a snack for your and your child is a good idea.
Am I required to attend? Yes, children must be accompanied by a parent/guardian, who is
required to remain on the premises for the duration of the session. You will be asked to help
your child(ren) get set up and ready. Mentors and other students will help your child find
something to learn. Younger children may or may not need help from parents following printed
curriculum we supply.
Should my child or I have prior coding knowledge? No, the Dojo is open to complete beginners
as well as to young people who have coded before: we have skilled mentors who will help with
technical questions.

Triple P Positive Parenting Opportunities at SLE
We are excited to announce that SLE will be hosting another Triple P Parenting Workshop.
Please see the attachment for further information on the and the December 6th workshop on
Coping with Stress.

Attendance-Calling In a Child’s Absence
Parents are reminded that attendance at school is very important. Activities and discussion that
occur in class can never be adequately duplicated once a child misses school. We hope that all
students will be in school and on time, 100% of the time.
If it is necessary to keep your child from school, it is requested that parents call in their child's
absence, the day of the absences. Notifying your child’s teacher does not excuse the absence.
Please call the SLVE attendance line at (831) 335-7770. Leave your child's name, date, teacher,
and reason for the absence. This telephone has its own voicemail, so messages may be left at
any time of the day or night.
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.
By law [EC § 48205], excused absences are: illness (fever 100° or more, your child must be fever
free for twenty-four hours before returning to school], persistent runny nose with yellow-green
mucus discharge, rashes [unless there is a note from your physician stating that your child is not
contagious], vomiting [If your child is sent home vomiting he/she needs to be vomit free for
twenty-four hours before returning to school], diarrhea [If your child is sent home from school
with diarrhea he/she needs to be diarrhea free for twenty-four hours before returning to
school], medical/dental appointments (doctor’s note required for verification), death in the
family, specific religious reasons, required appearance in court, and exclusion from school for
contagious disease.

New Water Bottle Filling Station on Campus
THANK YOU to our Bobcat Club for providing a brand new water bottle filling station on our
campus! This new unit provides: Ready access to drinking water, filtration of lead, chlorine, and

other impurities, and it helps eliminate the need for plastic "disposable" water bottles in the
environment.

PAW PRESS
Please join us at our upcoming meetings and events:
· 12/11 – Bobcat Meeting
o 7:00 PM, SLE Library
o Childcare provided
· 12/18 – Auction Meeting
o 6:00 PM, SLE Library
· 12/21 - 1/4 – Winter Break, No school
Thank you to all of the volunteers, students, parents, and families for supporting the Book Fair
this year. The Enchanted Forest Book Fair was the most successful fair at SLE to date. With your
support, we were able to raise almost $9000 for the library and through the All 4 Books coin
drive we were able to purchase nearly 100 books for the teacher’s classroom libraries. Thank
you!
Check out the new styles of Bobcat Wear at www.slvbobcatclub.com/store
Like us on Facebook, “SLVE Bobcat Club”, to receive updates on events and schedules.
Winter is a great time to make a charitable donation to your favorite elementary school.
Support the Art, Music, Science and Life lab programs at SLVE by making your 2018 charitable
donation at www.slvbobcatclub.com/donate
Friday is School Spirit Day! Remember to look for the flag and wear your bobcat gear. Buy your
new Bobcat Wear at www.slvbobcatclub.com/store.
Help us increase our AmazonSmile donation by clicking on the affiliate + AmazonSmile link on
our website www.slvbobcatclub.com. If you go through the Bobcat Club website first we will
increase our donation percentage to almost 5%! Help us earn even more on your online and
retail purchase by checking out our www.slvbobcatclub.com/helpus/ page.

Our ability to raise the money that directly supports our Art, Science, Music and Life Lab
programs is only made possible with the help of parent volunteers like you. Please volunteer
and thank you!

Visit the SLV Unified School District Facebook Page

www.facebook.com/slvusd

SLV Foundation for Education is Raising Money for our Schools

San Lorenzo Valley Foundation for Education is a 501(c) (3) non-profit organization. We provide
an easy way to support a broad or specific tax deductible donation to the SLV schools and clubs,
including Charter and Homeschool groups. One can donate directly to any of the groups listed
below, without needing to buy or sell products. For more information or to donate, please visit
slvfoundation.org
*High School Cougar Club *Drama Boosters *Music Boosters *Art Boosters
*High School Stadium Lights *Patron of the Arts *Middle School Panther Club *BCE parent club
*SLVE Bobcat Club *SLV Charter School Booster Club *The Nature Academy

Board Meeting Summaries
The SLVUSD Board of Trustees meets on Wednesday nights, usually twice a month. We will be
providing a “Board Briefing” after every meeting so families can be better apprised of what is
happening in the district. Please click the following link to read the latest SLV School Board
Update:
November 7, 2018

2018-19 School Calendar
Click here to view the 2018-2019 school calendar.

Perseverance Quote of the Week:
“The most essential factor is persistence – the determination never to allow your energy or
enthusiasm to be dampened by the discouragement that must inevitably come.”
-James Whitcomb Riley

This is a reminder that San Lorenzo Valley Unified School District policy, as set by the Board of Trustees, declares
that we are a fragrant-neutral district. As we begin to have performances and other site-based activities and
meetings, please take care to follow the policies below for the sake of the students and members of our
community who are highly allergic to fragrances and scents.
The SLVUSD Board of Trustees adopted a California School Board Association policy to make all district classrooms
and offices fragrant neutral. SLVHS has parents, students, and community members with respiratory issues who
can have negative reactions to fragrances. Please take care to follow the policy while on campus.
Staff and students shall refrain from bringing furred or feathered animals, stuffed toys that may collect dust
mites, scented candles, incense or air fresheners and from using perfume or cologne, scented hair spray, nail
polish or nail polish remover that are not fragrance-free in classrooms or other enclosed areas or buildings.

Community events and opportunities:
Want to know what’s going on that might be interesting to you and your family? Check out our
community links page for information on all kinds of things. The page is updated regularly, so
bookmark it as a resource.
https://sites.google.com/a/slvusd.org/community-link
This link is provided as a courtesy for parents and students by the San Lorenzo Valley Unified
School District, to receive information of current local events and opportunities.
The San Lorenzo Valley Unified School District does not sponsor or endorse any of the
organizations or events that are located on this website.
COMMUNITY OPPORTUNITIES WEBSITE LINK
The Flyer Process for San Lorenzo Valley Unified School District is posted on the “homepage of
the District website at www.slvusd.org. The flyers and/or blurbs are no longer inserted into
the school newsletters or distributed to the children. The District is making an effort to reduce
the amount of paper that is sent home with your child(ren) and is working together to
streamline the newsletter so that you read about the most important information regarding
your child’s school. The District has created a website where all of the approved flyers will be
posted (Community Opportunity).

Visit the SLVE website at http://sle.slvusd.org/
SLVE... a great place to be!

