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Thanks to
Emmanuel Quintanilla!
He created this free little library
outside the rectory as his Eagle
Scout Project. We hope to stock it
with Catholic Spirituality Books.
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Fourth Sunday of Lent
Fax: 562-498-3344

MASS SCHEDULE:
SATURDAY: 8:00 am, 5:30 pm (Vigil)
SUNDAY: 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:30 am, 5:30 pm
WEEKDAYS: 8:00 am
HOLY DAYS: 5:30 pm (Vigil), 8:15 am, 7:00 pm
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturdays 4:00-5:00 pm
BAPTISMS: By Appointment – call Church Office
WEDDINGS: 6 months in advance – call Church Office
NOVENA: Wednesdays after 8:00 am Mass
ROSARY: Weekdays before 8:00 am Mass

March 31, 2019 - Fourth Sunday of Lent

Greetings my Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Have you ever felt like the other son in today's Gospel
story, the Prodigal Son? I bet you have. All of us have been
there once in awhile; we all get jealous of people,
particularly our own family members who seem to “get
away with everything” and return accepted into the fold...
all the past forgotten and life moves on.
When I was growing up, I never stopped arguing with my
brother. We never agreed on anything. Sometimes I was
jealous of him because in my mind, I felt he could have
been doing more for my mother and family, but he never
saw it that way. Whenever projects were to be
completed, he was missing or maybe he felt it wasn’t his
responsibility and I would end up completing them. This
caused tension in our home, particularly in our adult
years. Both of us stayed in the home too long, but our
mother always came out as the great reconciler, the one
who brought calm to any situation. Her words were final,
so God bless her and all mothers.
Mothers are like that, despite the failings of their children,
they never forget them and always support them even in
great difficulties they practice tough love, the love which
is real. They teach discipline and truth by their actions.
The story of the prodigal son is a little similar to my
experience growing up. The father in the parable is God, a
very loving and forgiving God who welcomes back his lost
son who squandered all his inheritance. The other son
gets jealous with his brother’s return. He gets angry that
his father would forgive his brother and have a great
celebration for him.
Do we act like this sometimes when our friends or family
members act contrary to our way of thinking?
We find it very difficult to welcome them back, forgive
them, or even acknowledge them. Like the orchard owner
in last week’s Gospel, we would rather cut them out of
our lives and banish them forever than forgiving them and
forgetting their past failures. It is very easy for us to
condemn, though we seldom look at our own lives and
failures and acknowledge them. It is always easier to
blame the other individual.
The main point of this parable by Jesus is to teach us that
God is all forgiving, but forgiveness will only happen if the
person makes an effort to turn back to God and ask for it.
The son received the forgiveness when he realized his
mistake and returned to his father for mercy.
Forgiveness is a free gift given by God upon all who turn
to Him with a sincere heart for change in their lives.
How can we get the courage to turn back to God? How
can we turn away from our sins which are so addictive?

The prodigal son realized when he had nothing, penniless,
hungry, that his own fathers’ servants had full and plenty
so he thought why not go back and ask for mercy and
happily become a servant to the father.
I wonder, is there a need in our lives to strive for that
inner humility? That feeling of being humble, and being
aware of it, helps us to unravel and understand our
deeper spiritual selves.
The father in the parable today, teaches us what humility
is all about; how forgiveness can turn a sad situation into
a celebration of great joy.
We all yearn for joy and happiness, but how often we
create so much division by petty disagreements. Should
we not take heed of the father’s love and acceptance of
both his sons and try and act like this with all those we
encounter?
Then, let the celebration begin!
The Gospel challenges us today to forgive and to be open
to God’s forgiveness. St. Paul calls us all to a great
challenge in the second reading. Listen to what he says:
“We are ambassadors for Christ, as if God were
appealing through us.”
Do you see yourself as an ambassador for Christ in your
life? Do you represent the Christ in everything you say
and do?
Well, if we have the courage to turn back to God to
receive that great gift of forgiveness, and are willing to
forgive those in our lives who may have upset us, then we
are definitely ambassadors for Christ. But, if for some
little reason you hold a grudge over another, how can you
honestly call yourself an ambassador for Christ in the
world today?
Jesus Christ is looking for followers who are willing to give
their all to Him. He told us many times in the Gospels that
to be a true follower we must have the courage to pick up
our cross on a daily basis and follow Him with dignity,
rather than spending all our time in the midst of
disagreements. Why not just forgive and forget and go
forward with peace and truth in the Lord?
Are you up to the challenge???
Welcome to all our visitors this weekend, we hope you
have a blessed time here with us. For those of you from
other faith traditions, God blesses you with your
presence, enjoy the moment.
To our parishioners, may the good Lord
be always at your side in the good days
and the tough days.
Love,
Fr. Gerard

Report from the Parish Finance Council
In order to meet our current operating expenses and to
pay down the outstanding debt to the Archdiocese for
prior year insurance assessments, we have established
an offering goal of $15,000 per week. At the current
level of weekly giving, we will not be able to cover our
current obligations and also pay down the assessment
debt.
Weekly Goal: $15,000.
Average Weekly Collections:
January 2019 -- $9,923
February 2019 -- $9,874
Efforts are being made to reduce expenses and to pay
down the debt when possible.
Please note: these amounts do not include gifts
restricted to Building Improvement, Special Collections or
School Support.

OLR SVdP Testimony
I knew generally St. Vincent de Paul
Society as a charitable organization. In the
aftermath of a vehicle striking the car my
older brother, I knew it firsthand. The St. Vincent de Paul
Society of his small-town parish bridged the gap -between what family and friends contributed and what
my brother’s family still lacked -- by providing essential
needs (the Society gave alms and prayed) for my brother
and his wife and two children. The accident left Don with
quadriplegia, paralysis from the neck down at age 30.
But he and his family “moved on” to serve in ways that
“touched” many until the “race was run,” and he died
peacefully in his 50’s. Like that rural St. Vincent de Paul,
OLR SVdP Conference follows three Lenten hallmarks -prayer, fasting/sacrifice, and almsgiving – not only
during Lent but throughout the year. During these 90
days of Lent-Easter-Pentecost and beyond why not
become part of the St. Vincent de Paul experience? Pray
for people in need, give alms (complete the blue
envelopes in the pews) and fast, sacrifice time and talent
by joining us.
Sincerely, Joel Buchman
Call Lynn McCormick (562) 857-9350 for information.

Student Corner
Junior High has been awesome. I’ve played soccer and
baseball and participated in the academic decathlon.
We’ve been learning a lot of new stuff in math and
science. Overall Junior High has been amazing and I’ll
miss OLR so much when I go to Servite High School in the
Fall. Peace, Eli - 8th Grade

St. John’s Seminary Annual Open House
Each spring, St. John’s Seminary invites the Catholic
community of our Archdiocese to an Open House for the
public. This year’s Open House will be on Saturday, April
27, from 1 to 4 p.m.
The Seminary invites you to see its beautiful grounds
nestled in the hills of Camarillo. In a tour led by our
Archdiocese Seminarians, guests will have the
opportunity to spend time in the Seminary Chapel, see
its newly restored stained-glass windows and Stations of
the Cross, view its historic library and – most importantly
– visit with seminarians who are studying to be priests
for our parishes.
The event is free. Guests are welcome to come to the
Open House anytime from 1 to 4 p.m. The Seminary is
located at 5012 Seminary Road, Camarillo 93012. If you
have questions or would like to let them know you’re
attending, please email openhouse@stjohnsem.edu or
call 805-482-2755, ext. 1105. RSVPs are not required.
Since opening its doors in 1939, the Seminary has
prepared more than 1,200 priests for service to our
Catholic community. This is a wonderful opportunity to
see how your prayers help prepare young men to be
good and holy priests for our Archdiocese.

Our Lady of Refuge Catholic School is now accepting
applications for Transitional Kindergarten and
Kindergarten for the 2019-2020 school year. Children
must be 4-years old by Sept. 1st to enroll in TK and
5-years old by Sept. 1st to enroll in Kindergarten. Space
is limited in both classes and we fill up quickly. There is
limited availability in grades 1-7. If you are interested in
enrolling your child, please contact the school office
(562)597-0819 ASAP. For further information about our
school go to www.olrs.org. Check us out on Instagram!

Mass Intentions

Please Pray for:

Sunday, March 31

Those in our parish
who are sick and
cannot be here
with us today and
their relatives.

8:00 am
9:30 am

11:30 am
5:30 pm

Ana Rodriguez-Perez
Daniel Flores
Danelia Renteria
Patricia Smyth
OLR Parishioners

Monday, April 1
8:00 am

Helene Monaghan
John Buensuceso

Tuesday, April 2
8:00 am

James Gregory
Josefina Refugio
Ignacio Navarro

Wednesday, April 3
8:00 am

Daniel Flores

Thursday, April 4
8:00 am

Romy Silvareo

Friday, April 5
8:00 am

Mr. & Mrs. Enrique &
Francisca Hernandez
Leo & Lucy Dube

Saturday, April 6
8:00 am

5:30 pm

Tom Arguello
Gertrude Cares
Margaret Herivel
OLR Parishioners
Tom Peterson
Teddy McDavitt

Polyana Carneiro
Raymundo Gomes
Carneiro
Charlyn DeCoudres
Robert DeCoudres
Andrea Diego
Virginia Ellis
Marie Fox
Diane Halal
John King
Larry Larocco
Edna Lia
Veroníca Lomeli
Brenda Meicht
Rodney Meyer
Lupe Montalvo
Diana Mortensen
Daisy Ordoveza
Juliana Quickel
Cathryn Smyth
Marco Solano L.
Tanguay

Priest Schedule
April 7
5:30 pm
Saturday
Vigil
8:00 am
9:30 am
11:30 am
5:30 pm

Fr. Bill
Fr. Scott
Fr. Scott
Fr. Bill
Fr. Bill

April 21
Easter
(7:30 pm)
Fr. Gerard Fr. Gerard &
Fr. Raymond
Fr. Gerard
Fr. Gerard
Fr. Bill
Fr. Bill
Fr. Raymond Fr. Raymond
Fr. Scott
No Mass
April 14

The next coffee
hour will be on
April 7 after the
9:30 am Mass in the
Cafeteria. Coffee
Hour will be hosted
by the School
Grade 6 & TK

Did you know? - Mutual Respect is Key for Friendships
Your child will make many friends throughout his lifetime. As
children grow, their interests change and develop, and they meet
many new people along the way. But as children make new friends,
mutual respect should be the guiding principle of these
relationships. Parents, talk to your children about how they should
feel in a friendship — true friends care about each other and
respect each other’s thoughts and feelings and personal
boundaries. If your child isn’t receiving respect from her friends,
she is learning to accept less than she deserves in a relationship.
And if she is the one who doesn’t give respect to her friends, she is
learning emotional power. For more information on teaching your
children about true friendships, email jvienna@la-archdiocese.org.

