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Website: www.OurLadyofRefuge.org
MASSES:
SATURDAY: 8:00 am, 5:30 pm (Vigil)
SUNDAY: 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:30 am, 5:30 pm
WEEKDAYS: 8:00 am
HOLY DAYS: 5:30 pm (Vigil), 8:15 am, 7:00 pm
FIRST FRIDAY HOLY HOUR: 7:00 am
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturdays: 4:00-5:00 pm
BAPTISMS: By Appointment – call Church Office
WEDDINGS: 6 months advance notice – call Church Office
NOVENA: Wednesdays after 8:00 am Mass
ROSARY: Weekdays before 8:00 am Mass
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Our Lady of Refuge

Greetings my Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
“FEAR NOT to cry out and say to the cities…
HERE IS YOUR GOD!
Like a shepherd he feeds his flock; in his arms he
gathers the lambs...” Book of Isaiah, Chapter 40
If you get a chance, please have a read of all the
scriptures this weekend on this very special feast of
the BAPTISM OF THE LORD. Each scripture
passage is rich in content and prepares us on the
importance of what it means to be baptized in the
Lord, not just with water alone, but through Spirit
and Fire.
Baptism is what energizes us to CRY OUT to FEAR
NOT that God is present in the here and now and
will take care of us in all types of situations.
The prophet Isaiah describes God, like a shepherd
who leads his flock and takes care of the injured,
the abandoned, the abused, the rejected, the
hopeless, the lost.
With God on our side, there is no harm. God comes
“with power”, with “a strong arm” to protect us, to
heal us, to forgive us, and to love us.
So what have we to do in return. During our Advent
journey, John told us all to make our paths straight,
to reject all that is bad, to turn away from all our
sins, to GAZE and PRAISE our GOD most HOLY,
and to TRUST HIM who gives us life and hope.
St. Paul explains it in the second reading from the
Book of Titus today, “The grace of God has
appeared, saving all and training us to reject godless
ways and worldly desires…”
This is the great challenge for us, and in every
generation, to reject all those things that tempt us
away from our GOD OF LOVE.
Sadly, many justify these habits and desires and feel
they are okay in the eyes of God, moulding their
own type of GOD in their own image. If you are
one who attends Mass Sunday after Sunday and you

hold a grudge against anyone, if you constantly
judge others, share gossip and untruths, if you
discriminate or promote hatred against others in
society, how can you honestly FACE the LORD,
even receive the HOLY EUCHARIST (HIS BODY
AND BLOOD) in this state of mind.
But the reality is many “good” Catholics and
Christians do this constantly, they justify everything
and look down on others and judge. Is this the
spirit and fire we receive at baptism? Of course
not!!!
The SPIRIT and FIRE is life giving; it energizes
us , it opens our eyes to the beauty within and sends
us out to proclaim GOOD NEWS, not bad news,
not gossip, not untruths, not lies, not judgments, not
hatred but LOVE, love from the HEART, SOUL
AND MIND. The very love that THE GOD OF
JESUS CHRIST shared with us — TRUE LOVE.
Just look how GOD affirmed his son JESUS after
his baptism. “You are my beloved Son; with you I
am well pleased.” Gospel of Luke Do you want
God to be well pleased with you? All you have to
do is to do good, avoid all that leads you away from
our God of Love. Simple yet difficult, challenging
but achievable, start with little steps and you will
eventually reach your goal. Why not start today!
On this special feast day of the Lord’s Baptism, be
proud of your own baptism and pray for those
preparing to be baptized into our great church
community.
Blessings upon all who worship here this weekend,
especially any visitors to our parish and those of
other faith traditions. Please continue to pray for all
the sick of our parish and friends. Every prayer is a
blessing and gives strength to people in need.
Love,
Fr. Gerard
“Love does not tolerate indifference; love is
compassionate. Love means putting your heart on
the line for others.” - Pope Francis
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Parish News

School News

Adult Confirmation preparation sessions begin
Thursday, February 7th, 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm in the
Religious Education Center. This is our special
accelerated preparation process for parishioners
who have already been Baptized and received their
First Communion. To see if you qualify for this
process, please contact John McGlynn (text or call)
(562)618-8986,
or
email
ourladyofrefugercia@gmail.com.

Our Lady of Refuge Catholic
School Open House Looking for academic
excellence in a faith-filled environment? We invite
you to come learn more about the OLR experience by
meeting our wonderful faculty, parents and students
on Sunday, Jan. 27, 2019 between 10:30 AM-12:00
PM. Applications for the 2019-2020 school year are
now being accepted online or in person for TK-7.
Transitional Kindergarten students must be 4-yrs old
by Sept. 1st and fully potty-trained. Kindergarten
students must be 5-yrs old by Sept. 1st. Kindergarten
Readiness Assessments take place Feb. 12-13.
Applications for new enrollment and registration for
Kinder Assessments begins on Jan. 7, 2019. OLR
offers before and after school care available (6:30
AM-6:00 PM), hot lunch program, extra-curricular
activities, and an amazing STEM program. Personal
tours by appt. only. Please contact the school office if
you have further questions (562) 597-0819 or
visit http://www.olrs.org.

January 13 - The Baptism of the
Lord: After Jesus was baptized, he saw
the Spirit of God descending like a
dove and a voice was heard, “This is my
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” As we
give to the poor, we also can hear these same
words. As you help those who are suffering,
know in your heart the truth of the words “you
are my beloved in whom I am well pleased”.
Refuge YAM (Young Adult Ministry) is inviting
all between the ages of 18-39 to come join us today
from 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. reflect spiritually and
set individual goals for the new year, make a vision
board or bring your planner. We will provide
supplies and food! For more information, please
email RefugeYAM@gmail.com

Student Corner
Happy 2019! We all had a wonderful Christmas
Break! During the Christmas season we celebrate
Jesus's Birth. On Christmas Eve we helped act out
the story of Jesus' birth at Mass. Lots of second
graders were sheep and angels. On Monday we
celebrated the Epiphany. The Epiphany is when the
three wise men visited Jesus and brought them gifts
of gold, frankincense and myrrh. In class we got to
smell frankincense and myrrh, they smell really,
really good! January is a busy month. We will be
celebrating Martin Luther King Jr. Day and
Catholic Schools Week. We love Catholic Schools
Week, it is so exciting and fun! In second grade, we
are preparing for our First Reconciliation.
Peace be with you, Abigail and Alexandria, 2nd
Grade

Miscellaneous
St. Anthony High School is hosting its final
Open House of the school year this Sunday,
January 13th at 2:30 p.m. You are invited to take a
student led tour, meet our exceptional faculty, and
enjoy refreshments on our lovely historic campus.
Check in at the school’s main entrance, 620 Olive
Avenue, closest to the northeast corner of Olive
Avenue and 6th Street. All are welcome! For more
information visit www.LongBeachSaints.org or
email/call,
Renee.Salvador@
LongBeachSaints.org, 562-435-4496 ext1241.

Catholic High School Placement Exam
Saturday, January 26 is the date when most every
Catholic high school hosts its placement exam for
current 8th graders. You must register for the exam
at the school you would like to have your child
placed, but scores for the exam can be made
available to any Catholic high school.
Prior
Catholic school education is not a requirement as
our Catholic high schools welcome students from
public schools and other non-catholic schools.
Why not consider a Catholic education for your
soon-to-be high school student? It's never too late
to give them the gift of a lifetime. Talk with your
local Catholic high school today.

Mass Intentions
Sunday 1/13/19
8:00 am Suzanne Miguel (RIP)
Jacqueline Smith (RIP)
9:30
Cathryn Smyth (Int)
11:30
James Gregory (RIP)
Celestino & Tan Sr. &
Elena Tan (RIP)
5:30 pm OLR Parishioners
Monday 1/14/19
8:00 am Mary Ann Carvlin (Int)
Tuesday 1/15/19
8:00 am Claire Mamardlo (RIP)
Wednesday 1/16/19
8:00 am Simeon Lucas (RIP)
Thursday 1/17/19
8:00 am Gilda Frank (Int)
Friday
1/18/19
8:00 am Fr. Michael Gleeson (RIP)
Saturday 1/19/19
8:00 am Lucille Lucas (RIP)
Elvia Rosa Moncada (RIP)
5:30 pm Mike Marks (RIP)
Steve Hendsch (RIP)

Please Pray for:
Those in our parish
who are sick and
cannot be here with
us today, and their
relatives.
Lucy Anderson
Charlyn DeCoudres
Robert DeCoudres
Andrea Diego
Virginia Ellis
Dick Foster
Marie Fox
Diane Halal
Ron Jeys
John King
Larry Larocco
Edna Lia
Brenda Meicht
Rodney Meyer
Diana Mortensen
Lupe Montalvo
Daisy Ordoveza
Betty Perkins
Juliana Quickel
Joshua Thomas
Seberger
Cathryn Smyth
Marco Solano

Miscellaneous
Join LA’s 5th annual Walk for
Life!
OneLife LA
Theme: 5 years together as one
When: Saturday, January 19, 2019
Time: 12 noon
Where: The walk will begin at La Placita/Olvera
St. ending at LA Historic Park (1 mile)
Celebrate the beauty and dignity of every human
life from conception to natural death. After the
walk, join us for a family friendly day of inspiring
speakers, live music, food trucks and much more!
Visit onelifela.org for the most up to date
information.
One Life, One Light - Requiem for the Unborn
Date: Saturday, January 19, 2019
Time: 5:00 PM
Place: Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels
555 W Temple St., Los Angeles
Together, as an Archdiocesan family, with our
bishops, priests, religious, deacons and faithful, we
pray, sing and proclaim our belief in the sanctity of
all human life.

Priest Schedule
1/13/19

1/20/19

1/27/19

5:30 p.m.
Vigil

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Bill

8:00 a.m.

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Bill

Fr. Gerard

9:30 a.m.

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

11:30 a.m.

Fr. Bill

Fr. Raymond

Fr. Gerard

5:30 p.m.

Fr. Raymond

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Scott

Refuge YAM (Young Adult Ministry)

Coffee Hour
Sponsors
•
•
•
•

Jan. 13 - Eucharistic Ministers
Jan. 20 - Religious Ed.
Feb. 3 - 2nd Grade class
Feb. 10 - Ushers

~Thank you!

