Grace Christian School
May your day be touched
by a bit of Irish luck,
brightened by a song in
your heart,
and warmed by the smiles
of the people you love.

Race for Grace has always been a highlight of
the school year…a day for the whole family to
be on campus and join in on the fun…
in addition to being the
biggest fundraiser of the year!
Like last year, our Junior High students will be
participating in a Color Run,
while our TK – 5th grade students will
participate in a Bubble Run.
Then, everyone will participate in the
Mega Party!

After students report to their classrooms for
attendance, there will be a Race for Grace
Assembly. The Bubble Run will begin at
9:00am followed by the Color Run at 9:30am.
School will be dismissed at 12:00pm.
Tickets will be needed for a variety of items
on Race Day including Kettle Korn, Shaved
Ice, Caricatures, Photo Booth, Baked Goods,
and Dinosaur Excavation.
These tickets can be
pre-purchased in the school office or
purchased the day of the event.

There is still plenty of time to get those texts
and emails out so you can earn the points you
need to earn the prizes you want!

Important Dates
March 8

March 14

March 15

March 27

April 8

Elementary
Report
Cards
go home

Teacher
Inservice

Race for
Grace

Spring
Concert

11:30 release

12:00 release

Junior High
Report
Cards
go home

Dr. Don Pettinger
Superintendent

4545 Myra Avenue
Cypress, Ca 90630

Details inside
714/761-5200
www.gcsrr.org
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If you have a student who has a younger
sibling who will be ready for enrollment in

Reenrollment for the 2019-2020
school year opened February 1st.
If you haven’t gotten your paperwork and
fee turned in, it’s not too late…

but you need to act quickly!
As of March 1st, enrollment was opened to
new families and we want to be sure your
child’s placement for the 2019-2020 school
year is secured.

Preschool,
Transitional Kindergarten, or
Kindergarten
in the Fall, please stop by the school office
to pick up the application.
The paperwork should be turned in as
soon as possible as classes are expected to
fill quickly.

The reenrollment fee is now $150,
but will increase as of April 1st.

Camp Oasis
is a 10 week program and runs
June 3rd through August 9th
Despite the cold weather, it is time to start thinking
about summer and

Camp Oasis!

Go to the Grace Christian School
website and find Camp Oasis under
the Programs tab.
You will see that the calendar of
activities is available as well.

Camp Oasis has always been a great place for kids to
hang out with their friends, be active and beat the
summer doldrums.
This year the theme will be
The Fruits of the Spirit
and there are even more fantastic activities planned
with great opportunities for exciting field trips, crafts,
swimming, water play, games, Chapel, service projects,
academics, cooking and special events.

Remember campers can sign up for
individual days, entire weeks, or the
whole summer!

Your kids won’t want to miss out!
In fact, they will be begging you to take them to
Camp Oasis EVERY DAY!

Camp registration will be done
online this year.
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From the music department

Monday, April 8, 2019
7:00pm
Knott Avenue Christian Church
315 S. Knott Avenue Anaheim

Each classroom, as well as the
Roadrunner Choir, Discovery Band,
Advanced Band and instrumental
ensemble groups will be performing.
Our students have been diligently
practicing for many weeks and you are
certain to be blessed by the
performances.

Our amazing Roadrunner Choir has been invited to perform the National Anthem in
front of an audience of upwards of 45,000 people on the field at
Angel Stadium Friday, May 17th !

They will be part of a mass choir made up of students from schools all over Southern California.
It would be fabulous if we as a school family were there to support them and cheer them on!
Not only will you have the opportunity to see our Roadrunner Choir on the field, you will enjoy
a great night at the ballpark watching the Angels play, and there is a promotional give away at
the stadium that night…a cowboy hat!
Tickets are just $20 each and will go on sale Monday, April 1st.
The deadline for placing orders is Monday, April 15th…no late orders accepted.
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For the first time ever, we were able to have our
Talent Show
on campus during the school day…
allowing all of our students to
see their friends perform…
and, boy did they have fun cheering them on!

Our Master of
Ceremonies…
and Magician!

A shout out and a big
thank you goes out to
our NJHS Stage Crew!
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Each morning, you
will find our
preschoolers
learning stories from
the Bible that teach
them just how loved
they are by their
heavenly Father.
They also spend time
together in worship…
in their own precious
and unique way!
“How great the LOVE the father has
lavished on us that we should be called
children of God.” 1 John 3:1

We celebrated
by doing

100 exercises
with
Mrs. Foellmer!
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Leadership

Respect

Self Discipline

Civility

Perseverance
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Fairness

Honesty

Servant’s Heart

Reasponsibility

All of our students at GCS are unique and have been gifted by God with amazing talents.
Each year, we take time to recognize each student for a particular character trait that is evident in
his or her everyday behavior and interactions.
This month, we honored students whose last names began with the letters N through Z.
Thank you to all of you who were able to come out and make it a special day.

Our students and staff
showed off their school spirit
last month by wearing their
RED,
and BLUE
in honor of the
President’s Day holidays!

Our next Spirit Day will be Wednesday, March 13th…
show off your spirit by wearing gear from your favorite sports team!
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Ms. Henehan’s 5th grade class showed up in blue…the national
color for Bullying Awareness Month, with the goal of shedding
some light on the importance to standing up against bullying.
1 in 3 students report experiencing bullying at school! These 5th
graders want to challenge each of us to fight back by using the
power of love learned from knowing God and following His
ways. Each of us was created with gifts and talents…we are
funny, talented, beautiful, unique, athletic, intelligent,
strong…and each of us deserves to be loved. We need to
remember that words are powerful and the words we use do
affect others…they can inspire or they can tear down. Love like
Jesus and don’t focus on the exterior, but rather look at the
heart. Think before you speak, and then strive to speak life into
others so that they are lifted up.

Miss Jongerius’ Kindergarten class shared a lesson in
Chapel about leadership in honor of the President’s Day
holidays celebrated in February. These wise students
defined a leader as one who protects others from danger,
makes hard decisions and good choices, and inspires
others to follow. They organized the first ever
Presidential Awards Ceremony complete with hosts, a
red carpet, famous Presidents with their security detail,
and a presentation of awards. Those Presidents that
were honored for their leadership included Washington,
Lincoln, Roosevelt, Truman, and Bush. Although these
presidential leaders are worthy of recognition, one does
not need to be a president to be a leader. In fact, we can
all be leaders! Everything starts with right choices and
being who God wants you to be.
The Calvary Chapel Downey Choir, under the
direction of Dr. Kristie Young Goodner, came to
bless our students in Chapel. 40 members
strong, they shared about the different
components of the choir and performed songs
showcasing those components. They also
shared that they would be putting on a
production of Seussical at their school in
May…and they shared a sneak peak of one of the
numbers! All are invited to check out the show;
more information can be found on their website.
They
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As the Junior High students continue in their desire to
Answer the Call, they gave up one of their times to gather
for Chapel this month to honor those who selflessly answer
the call each and every day for our protection and safety.
JH students and staff walked to Fire Station 17 to thank
them for answering the call. Students delivered a beautiful
sign created by our Art teacher, Mrs. Temple, as well as Fire
Fighter Survival Kits. Students also spent time personally
thanking them for their sacrifice and praying for them. Fire
Fighters were truly touched by these actions and shared
how much it meant to them, especially coming from Junior
High students as it is often young children who visit them.

One of the lessons in Chapel this month was encouraging
students to Answer the Call to take the next step. Several
students joined Mrs. Chaney in teaching from the Bible about
when Peter walked on water. Although Peter demonstrated
his faith by obeying Jesus when He called him to come out on
the water, Peter began to sink when he took his eyes off Jesus
and allowed circumstances around him to distract him. Jesus
wants us to experience how He can work in our lives when we
allow Him to. Faith allows us to overcome fear and take the
next step even when it doesn’t always make sense. Faith
requires trust and fixing our eyes on Him. When you feel as if
you are sinking due to tough times, don’t be overwhelmed
with worry. Even faith as small as a mustard seed is enough
to move mountains. Turn that worry into worship and see
how God can move those obstacles in our lives! Mrs. Chaney
concluded by praying with students asking the Lord to
increase the faith of our students and give them the courage
to take the next step…whatever that may be!
“…let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me,” Mark 3:24
We are called to follow the example of Jesus…even the son of God denied himself
and let God lead Him. Students were challenged to determine what exactly it means
to deny oneself and take up the cross. They learned that it requires a daily choice to
say no to self and choose to do what He wants. Moreover, it must be done in this
order…you must empty yourself of self before you can be filled with Him; if you are
filled with self, there is no room for Jesus. Mrs. Chaney concluded chapel by asking
student to accept a 30 day challenge…finding time each day to say no to self (less
self-time), do what God says (random acts of kindness), and meet each morning in
the quad to pray together seeking God’s strength to carry out His will.
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GCS Sports Report

These girls played tough all season showing
some real grit…improving game after game.
All their hard work paid off and they earned
a place in the CHAMPIONSHIP GAME!
They played Eastside and these
LADY ROADRUNNERS are the

CHAMPIONS!

The boys jumped out front at the start of the
season and never looked back finishing the
season undefeated earning a place in the

CHAMPIONSHIP GAME!

The game will be played
Tuesday, March 5
at 3:30pm
at MAPS!
Good luck Roadrunners!

One of our 6th grade students was nominated by one of his junior high teachers to receive the honor of
being recognized by the City of Cypress in a program called Every Child Succeeds.
Luke was selected and awarded this honor for overcoming some pretty substantial obstacles in his young
life, and yet choosing not to give up or be discouraged. He will be the first to tell you that it is the Lord who
sustained him through a difficult season…and that the Lord continues to work in mighty ways in his life. He
and his mom also acknowledge that the love and support they have received by the teachers and staff at
GCS have had a profound impact. Keep an eye on this young man…there is no doubt God has a plan for his
life and that Luke can influence and inspire others when he shares all that God has done. Luke and his mom,
along with Dr. Pettinger and Mrs. Chaney, were invited to a breakfast attended by local dignitaries where
Luke and other selected students in the district were honored.
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Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” 1 John 4:11

NJHS members blessed teachers and staff at GCS on Valentine’s Day
with sweet treats to acknowledge their appreciation for all the time and
hard work each of them puts in to make GCS one big beautiful family.

They also took time to help
Preschool to prepare for the
100th Day of School.

Their meeting this month focused on the qualities of teamwork and
trustworthiness. They did activities requiring them to trust one
another to complete the task…and win the game! They also
brainstormed how to demonstrate these qualities in their
interactions with peers at school and specifically in the classroom.

Junior High students participated in a unique event this past month. The 8th grade students hosted
El Mercado which was a long term, hands on learning experience in which they were able to put into action
the skills they had been learning in their Spanish class. Over the past several months, each student was
required to develop a product which could be sold. They had to determine if they would be working as an
individual or with a partner, devise a business plan, determine a budget, create a business name and logo,
design an advertisement, and make a commercial…all in Spanish, of course. The 6th and 7th grade students have
been earning money in the past several months to spend at El Mercado. On the day of the event, 8th grade
students set up their tables and products and all students were required to use market place vocabulary and
speak Spanish only in order to buy and sell. All students were given a clothespin at the beginning of the event
and could ask for another student’s clothespin if that student was caught speaking English. Awards were
handed out for most clothespins, best display, best service, and most profit as well as several other awards.
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8th grade students showed
up to campus bright and early
before the official start time for
school so they could get on the
road to visit the
Reagan Library.
A couple of the highlights of
the day included seeing the
Oval Office and climbing
aboard Air Force One.
2nd grade students visited
the Heritage Museum
of Orange County
as an extension of their Social
Studies unit and learned more
about pioneers and their way
of life…much different that
the way we live today!
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Once again, our littlest roadrunners prove themselves a
force to be reckoned with!

Mrs. P’s preschool class
brought in the most Box Tops and have earned a

class pizza party!
One of the most fun
Restaurant nights of the year!
Why??
Because we got to see the
teachers in action making
fries, working the drive
through window, taking
orders and delivering to the
tables. AND we got to have
dinner with friends and
family all while supporting
GCS! Thanks to all who
braved the rain and made this
McTeacher Night
a great success!
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