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DECEMBER 6-10
Chanukah Vacation

• • • • • •
DECEMBER 11
School Resumes
Boys Minyanim at 8:30
Yavne Parent Teacher
Conferences for grades 7,8,12
7:00-10:00 p.m.

• • • • • •
DECEMBER 12,17
Parent Teacher Conferences for
Grades 1-6
6:30-10:00 p.m.

• • • • • •
DECEMBER 13
Picture Retakes

• • • • • •
JANUARY 7
Lecture for Mothers
of girls in grades 5-12
7:30 p.m. at Yavne
(see attached flier)

4:38

In the dreaded Bergen-Belsen Concentration Camp, on the afternoon before Chanukah, the Nazis
held another of their infamous selections.
With the point of a finger, thousands of inmates perished in the gas chambers and the ovens. Yet
incredibly, in the darkness later that night, a small group of the survivors secretly gathered as the
illustrious Rabbi Yisroel Spira, zt”l, the Bluzever Rebbe, kindled the Chanukah light. The candle that
had been secretly fashioned and hidden consisted of shoe polish and threads from their already
threadbare camp pajamas. The revered Rebbe recited the first of the two brachos…hesitated…and
then proceeded to recite the third blessing, Shehechiyanu: You have kept us alive, preserved us and
allowed us to reach this time. Present was a distraught Jew who approached the Rebbe and
respectfully asked; “Rabbi, our families and so many of our Jewish brothers and sisters have been
murdered. How can you possibly recite this brachah?”
A shroud of anguish now lay over the already pain-soaked room. Thoughtfully, compassionately, the
Rebbe responded: “You are, indeed, correct. I, too, hesitated prior to reciting this brachah. But I
looked around and observed the people. I witnessed tortured and broken neshamos breathlessly
awaiting the fulfillment of this mitzvah. I could not help but reflect that though we are filled with pain
and sorrow; nevertheless, faith and conviction, and holiness and purity have prevailed. And thus I
was convinced that I must recite the Shechiyanu: You have kept us alive, preserved us and allowed us
to reach this time.”
Faith and conviction, holiness and purity... The following represents another story and another
message: While the Chanukah lights were burning in the bunk in Bergen-Belsen, Rabbi Chaim
Stein,zt”l, and Rabbi Meir Zelig Mann, zt”l, were running away from the Germans through the forests
and steppes of Europe and Russia, eventually traveling together by train across the former Soviet
Union. Chanukah was approaching, so each day they collected a bit of grease from the wheels of the
train to be used for Chanukah licht. But a few days prior to Chanukah, the train broke down and the
grease froze. They were desperate to observe the mitzvah and fearful that they may not be able to
do so when, suddenly, there was knock on the door of their train car. Sliding open the door, there
stood a man holding a candle, ready to barter anything for it. They ultimately divided the candle into
pieces and used one piece each day of Chanukah. Years later, Rabbi Stein reflected upon this incident
not as a miracle but as a natural occurrence. For when an individual strongly desires to fulfill a
mitzvah, it is guaranteed in Heaven. Divine intervention (natural and miraculous) accompanies and
inspires Jews wherever we are.
In the prayer Al HaNisim, we express gratitude and praise for the miracles and salvation that
Hakodosh Boruch Hu performed on our behalf, “…in those days during this time.” Simply understood,
we are acknowledging the awesome miracles of 2,100 years ago during this season of the year.
However, some commentators explain that we are not only acknowledging the miracles of the past,
but the miracles that the Almighty performs for our benefit now as well—both the open and the
hidden.
May the spiritual fire within each flame of the Chanukah menorah illuminate our souls and bring us
closer to Hashem as the flames of the Menorah did for our ancestors 2,100 years ago. And as in those
days in these times, may we recognize the Divine miracles and illuminate the coming generations too.
Have a wonderful Shabbos and a freilechan Chanukah!

N.Y. prices with Midwest service only at Plaza Auto Leasing! Call Will Evans at 216-707-9000 or
email williame@plazaautoleasing.com for your next vehicle!

Yeshiva Ketana
Menoros, activities, parties, donuts, and a lot of fun in the Yeshiva
Ketana this week as all of the Rebbeim and their talmidim
celebrated Chanukah. We
thank our staff for hosting
Chanukah mesibos at their
homes
or
in
their
classrooms this week. We
wish everyone a freilechen
Chanukah!

Junior High School
In honor of Chanukah, Junior High talmidim addressed the audience after shachris each morning. Thank you, Avromi
Roffman and Shaya Weinberg for starting us off!
Thank you to Rabbi Raphael Davidovich, Rav of Heights Jewish Center, for addressing our talmidim last week.
Our intergenerational program is in full swing and, as part of our regular schedule, the boys visited Menorah Park last
Friday.
Thank you to our Junior High Rabbeim for opening your hearts and homes for our talmidim over Chanukah.
Under the direction of Rabbi Chaninah Dessler, a new Gemara incentive was launched and eight boys achieved
Gemara mastery on a full blatt of Gemara! We look forward to including more achievers in this program!

Girls Elementary
Mrs. Schabes' 5th grade is learning about Shabbos in the Aseres HaDibros. After
learning about making Shabbos special, they had a workshop where they learned
how to shape napkins in different ways to beautify their Shabbos table. In the
picture you see them displaying their creations.
You feel Chanukah in the air as you walk down the hallways in the girls department.
There are auctions, sing-alongs, art projects, games and more. We are truly feeling
the Chanukah spirit and are putting together our own picture newsletter so our
parents can see all of the excitement we have been experiencing!
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Yavne High School
This week Yavne celebrated Chanukah with a beautiful Chagigah . The theme
was “Lehodos ulehalel to thank and to praise”. We thank Rabbi Eli Newman
who spoke so beautifully about seeing Hashem is our lives and praising Him for
all the good He does for us. We thank Mrs. Pessie Saks and the Chagigah
decoration committee (Sara Hoen, Zehava Greenberger and Baila Bluestone)
for the professional and detailed decoration of the music themed dining room
in which the girls enjoyed the delicious milchig buffet. We thank Miriam Diamond and Tammy Gutman for the well
organized game in which the girls had a chance to participate in various interesting one minute challenges. We thank our
wonderful choir, led by the devoted heads, for the professional performance.
On Wednesday, we had the privilege of hearing firsthand the incredible story of the now famous El-Al flight which was
diverted to Greece. We thank Mr. Ben Chafetz for sharing his experience and for pointing out some of the many beautiful
lessons which he took from his experience.
Our tenth grade students had the merit of bringing light and joy to the seniors in our community by performing their
color war song at the senior Chanukah luncheon hosted at the Young
Israel.
Congratulations to the following girls who have been voted in by their
classmates to serve as class representatives with the goal of keeping the
lines of communication open and building leadership skills: 9 th grade: Elki
Baum and Tzipporah Perman 10th grade: Etty Kutoff and Hindy Koval 11th
grade: Ayala Landis and Devora Fertel 12th grade: Baila Baum and Dina
Freedman.
Chanukah can be felt in the air in Yavne junior high. We thank our devoted
teachers who go above and beyond the classroom lessons and shower our
girls with treats and fun especially on Chanukah. Many teachers
incorporated special activities in their classroom this week. Mrs. Sefi Katz, as mechaneches, hosted the entire 7th grade in
her home for a deluxe Chanukah brunch. The girls enjoyed delicious waffles, pancakes, ice coffee, fruit, muffins, and
more. The girls also worked on a beautiful banner, a game, and a dvar Torah. Mrs. Weinberg brought in her “train wreck”
cake to enforce the topic the girls are exploring with her. Mrs. Meisels played piano
for an impromptu 8th grade kumzitz. Miss Lebovics prepared some of our 7th grade
to perform a chessed and sing for the senior Gila luncheon. The chadashos is going
to press before we can report on the spectacular junior high Chagigah scheduled for
Wednesday. We are sure it will be a huge success.
At left, 7th graders Leah Mendelson, Elianna Goldish and Toby Garfinkel proudly
display their Chanukah menoros personally created, painted and glazed in their art
class.
Financial Aid night for parents of seniors is scheduled for December 19 at 7:30 p.m.
in the Music Room.
Mark your calendars for our upcoming speaker on Monday, January 7 at 7:30 p.m. Dr. Lisa Damour, author of Untangled:
Guiding Teenage Girls Through the Seven Transitions into Adulthood and Under Pressure: Confronting the Epidemic of
Stress and Anxiety in Girls will be speaking for mothers of girls in grades 5-12.
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General Studies Division
Amazing Chanukah Creation by Mrs. Chen’s Art Students
A single flame
A mere pinprick of light
Marks the boundary
Between blindness and sight
Every soul’s candle
That illuminates the night
Each a brilliant color
That sparkles and burns bright
And like the rainbow and its colors
When our brilliant flames unite
We, the candles in the window
Will bring the ultimate light.

We are so thankful to Mrs. Chen who led
the efforts in creating a mural of
Chanukah paintings by her students. Each
boy created a picture of what Chanukah
meant to them which is now on display
outside of the auditorium. The work also
has a poem clarifying the vision of the
project.

May we be zoche to see the ultimate light of Mashiach, speedily in our days, as we try to
bring out the unique beauty of each neshama that walks the happy halls of our school!

STEM, Bridges, Frogs and 3rd Grade!
Mrs Goldmith's girls read the story about Pop's Bridge where unfortunate things happened because they were not careful
enough with safety precautions. As a Science experience, the girls were given
the project to work on building the strongest bridge that could stay standing
even while toy frogs/cars would jump across the bridge .
The girls used trial and error to strengthen and better their bridges. Below is a
first hand report of a third grade bridge builder and pictured with this article is
another visual sample.
“Our bridge was inspired from last year when I lived in Toronto and I was
learning about cylinders. When designing this project, I looked on Mrs.
Goldsmith’s desk among all the materials to see if there was anything in that
shape group- and there was! So we used the cylinders I found to
make thick walls for both sides of the bridge. We made the bridge itself out of
flat cardboard pieces; which we stacked on top and in between the cylinder walls. Then we made cardboards stands to
support it on all sides. All of the cardboard pieces were secured with Elmer’s glue. “
By Rivka Gallor, Primary Reporter, Grade 3
Ask not what we can do for you, but what we can do to solve our issues
It all started with one of our Friday challenge questions. Over the last weeks, we have had a schoolwide challenge campaign
to make litter in our playground history. So many students
have stepped up to the plate and taken responsibility for not
only their own litter, but even to help pick up others’ litter
during their precious recess time! Sixteen classes have
perfect scores where every student makes sure to put their
garbage where it belongs. We’ve made lots of progress, but
we’re not there, yet. We need every child to be on board. It
really does start right here and every child really does make
a difference! Please ask your children, are you a part of the
problem or part of the solution?!?
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Early Childhood Division
What an exciting short week we had in preschool!
Chanukah finally arrived! The children have been learning
about this Yom Tov for a long time, they heard the story of
the miracles of Chanukah, they learned how to say the
brachos and how to light the menorah safely, they sang
songs, baked cookies, and pretended to be latkes jumping
and hopping in the frying pan. And finally they brought
home all the wonderful projects that they made to share
with their families.
Our four year olds, had their annual Chanukah Chagigah.
Many proud parents attended this gala event and shepped
nachas from their children as they went from table to table
enjoying one on one time with their child. Everyone was so excited to decorate cookies,
play dreidel games, and make cereal necklaces. But, the best part, was that our children
and parents enjoyed all of this together.
Our three year olds, celebrated by singing a Chanukah song all together in the auditorium
and then watches a special Chanukah Uncle Moshe video.
Our two year olds, each celebrated in their own class by playing a pass the BIG DANCING DREIDEL game with Morah
Rochel.
We wish everyone a Chanukah Sameach and a good Shabbos filled with light and happiness and we’ll see you back in
school next Tuesday.

Kindergarten Division
Our kindergarten students are busy learning the alphabet and are always
"glowing" with excitement. This week, for the letter "g," they took that "glow"
to a whole new level! Students came to school dressed in dark clothing and
armed with flashlights ready for an alphabet "glow experience." Each student
received a pair of "glow glasses," an alphabet recording sheet and a
highlighter. We walked into the dark gym and were amazed to see alphabet
letters "glowing" in the dark all around the gym! The kindergarteners found all
of the glowing uppercase and lowercase letters and matched them on the
recording sheet. What a great way to learn!
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HAC Concert
For this year’s Chanukah Concert, Mordechai Shapiro
arrived at Hebrew Academy and entertained us all in a
sold-out event! It was so nice to come together and sing,
dance, and be b’yachad! Thank you to all the corporate
and individual sponsors for making this event possible,
and to the
Concert
Chairs, Mrs.
Suri Goldman
and Mrs. Debbie Schlesinger, who worked tirelessly on every detail to
ensure the success of the event.
Thank you to all the families, students, and the community who
participated in this special event, Rabbi Simcha Mann & The Kol Simcha
Orchestra, HAC staff, Mrs. Penina Sauber and all the volunteers who spent
hours upon hours helping arrange this incredible concert!

Condolences to

Mrs. Patti Pollack and Mrs. Renee Sojcher on the passing of their mother, Mrs. Hilda Stern, ע‘‘ה.

.המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים

Mazel tov!


Rabbi & Mrs. Simcha Mann on the upcoming marriage of Chaim Mordechai to Hindy Appelbaum.
Mazel tov to Rebbetziin Esther Mann.



Mr. & Mrs. Mordechai Scheinerman on the birth of a granddaughter to Yossi & Sora Faiga Scheinerman
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HEBREW ACADEMY OF CLEVELAND
PTA PRESENTS A

GAME NIGHT
FOR LADIES
Light Melava Malka
Fun Games
Great Company
PLUS
Speech by Rabbi Abrin,
Rav of Bais Avrohom
and HAC parent

promptly at 8:30
DECEMBER 29TH, 8:15 PM
OAKWOOD CAFETERIA
JUST $5!

AFTER SCHOOL ENRICHMENT IS PLEASED TO
ANNOUNCE MID-WINTER CLASSES

Ice Skating!
Ice Skating classes take place at the Cleveland Hts.
Community Center (corner of Mayfield and Monticello)
December 16, 23,30, January 6 and 13
Boys only at 1:30 p.m. (arrival at 1:15)

Soccer for Boys!
Soccer skills and games with Rabbi Zvi Tolchinsky
at the Taylor Road HAC Gym
Group I: BOYS IN GRADES 1-2
Group I: BOYS IN GRADES 3-4

5 year olds and under at 2:00 p.m. (arrival at 1:45)

December 23,30, January 6 and 13, 20 and 27

Girls only at 2:00 p.m. (arrival at 1:45)

Group I at 1:45-2:45 and Group II at 3:00-4:00

The cost for the 5 week session is $42

The cost for the 6 week session is $45
We reserve the right to change class times and grade level
based on enrollment.

Basketball for Boys!
Basketball skills and games with Coach Barry Goldman &

Art for Girls!
Learn Painting and Drawing with veteran Instructor,
Ms. Marla Kassoff

Associate Instructors at the Oakwood Gym
BOYS IN GRADES 4-7
Monday-Thursday at 6:30-8:00
Week of December 16 thru Week of January 27

Group I: GIRLS IN GRADES 3-5 : Painting
Students will learn about color theory, mix colors and tones, and apply
this to painting landscape, still life, etc.

Group I: GIRLS IN GRADES 6 and Up: Drawing
Students will practice drawing skills, such as line drawing and shading.
They will learn to draw from still life, nature, animals, etc.

The cost for the 7 week session is $45

December 23,30, January 6 and 13, 20 and 27

Boys have the option of attending up to 4 nights a week!

The cost for the 6 week session is $60
We reserve the right to change class times and grade level
based on enrollment.

Enrollment is on a first-come-first-served basis. Please note that your registration will not be accepted
without payment. Please do not attempt to register by coming to the first class.
REGISTRATION FORM ON THE REVERSE SIDE

REGISTRATION FORM DUE ON DECEMBER 14

Student’s Name: ___________________________

Grade _______

Class ___________________________

Student’s Name: ___________________________

Grade _______ Class ___________________________

Student’s Name: ___________________________

Grade _______ Class__________________________

Parent’s Name: ___________________________ Phone _________________ Alternate Phone: ________________
Payment enclosed: $________

__ cash __ check

Parent Signature: _____________________________________________ email: ________________________________

Enrollment is on a first-come-first-served basis. Please note that your registration will not be
accepted without payment. Please do not attempt to register by coming to the first class.
For any questions about the program, please contact Mrs. Chantal Modes at modesc@hac1.org

An Evening for Mothers

Helping Your Daughter
Navigate Her Teenage Years
Lisa Damour, Ph.D.

Monday, January 7, 2019
7:30 p.m.
Yavne High School Auditorium

Event Hostesses: Mrs. Debbie Schlesinger, Mrs. Tamar Spolter, & Mrs. Daniella Weinerman

For more information, please call Mrs. Rachel Weinberg at the Yavne office, 216-691-5838

$1.00
75¢

FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AND JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

Follow the link https://hac.ptcwizard.com or go on the school website under
Parent’s Corner to sign up for your child’s conferences. All parents will need to
create a username and password, and add their child/children’s names, even if you
have done so in the past. The website will say no conferences are listed. The
conferences won’t be listed until the date and time that it opens. When logging in,
your username will be your password.
DIVISION/
CONFERENCE DATE

SIGN UP

Grades 1-6

December 5 at 8 PM
until
December 10 at 11 PM

December 12
6:30-10:00
Grades 1-6
December 17
6:30-10:00
Preschool
PLEASE NOTE
CHANGE OF
DATE FOR
PRESCHOOL

December 26
7:00-9:30
Preschool
January 2
7:00-9:30

December 5 at 8 PM
until
December 15 at 11 PM
December 19 at 8 PM
until
December 24 at 11 PM
December 19 at 8 PM
until
December 31 at 11 PM

·• PLEASE JOIN HEBREW ACADEMY’S BIGS & LITTLES MENTORING PROGRAM FOR •·

a

TASTE
of
MILLENNIAL
KOSHER
W I T H B U S Y I N B R O O K LY N

S U N D AY · 8 P M

DEC 16
YAV N E H I G H S C H O O L · 2 4 7 5 S . G R E E N R D
FOR WOMEN · ADMISSION $20

C O O K I N G D E M O & TA S T I N G · R E F R E S H M E N T S · M I N I A U C T I O N

DASSA MUNK

event chairs
·

AV I VA L I P I N S

TZIPPY KISS

·

·

AV I G A I L M A LC M AC H E R

ROCHI KULEFSKY

SPACE IS LIMITED! REGISTER AT
www.hac1.org/cooking/

Decor by Devorah Klugman of Delux Events
For more inforomation call Gill Wolovitz at
216.695.8729 or email gwolovitz@gmail.com

CHANIE APFELBAUM is a food blogger, recipe developer and food
photographer who blogs about her cooking adventures at
www.busyinbrooklyn.com. She has been featured in The Wall Street
Journal, The Meredith Vieira Show, The Huﬃngton Post, News12
Brooklyn, NY1, Thrillist, and more. Her debut cookbook, Millennial
Kosher (Artscroll Mesorah Publications) was released in April 2018.

