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PARENTS NEWSLETTER, JANUARY 2019
Dear St. Patrick Academy Families,
Welcome to the beginning of a New Year and the start of the 3rd quarter and 2nd semester! First
semester report cards were mailed home on Tuesday, January 22nd, with copies distributed to all
students on Wednesday, January 23rd. If you have not yet received your child’s report card,
please call Ms. Deb Stamatakos in the Main Office at 401-421-9300.

New Applications for 2019-20: Applications are now being accepted
for all grades, 9-12, for the 2019-20 school year. Our Admissions Committee
is processing these applications as the student records come in from their
current schools. We will contact the parents of these applicants when we
receive their child’s school records.
We will be accepting a maximum of 25 students for the 2019-20 freshmen class and there will
also be a few openings for next year’s 10th and 11th grade classes. If you know families who are
interested in applying, it is not too late, as we will be processing applications through the spring.
Have them call us at 421-9300 or direct them to our website at www.stpatsri.org.

Re-Registration for 2019-20: Enclosed is a 2019-20 re-registration form for your child.
Please complete and return this form to assure that your child has a seat for next year’s class.
We remind you that all families re-enrolling for next year must complete the online FACTS
Grant and Aid form each year. We use this information to determine your family’s need for
tuition assistance. Enclosed is a letter from Deacon Stephen Raymond, Operations Director, that
explains this process and offers his help to complete it. Please read this letter carefully.

2018-19 School Calendar: Please note the following dates and times on your calendar at
home:
•

Tuesday, January 29: Immunization Clinic
Certain students are expected to participate in receiving vaccinations
that they have not had. Consent forms and other information were
sent home with those students.

•

Thursday, January 31: Dress-Down Day for Charity
Students are invited to donate winter clothing or pay $2 to dress-down with the proceeds
going to Emanuel House.

•

Thursday, January 31: Admissions Committee Begins
The Admissions Committee begins processing applications for grades 9, 10 and 11 for the
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2019-20 school year. Applications are accepted through July, but space is limited.
•

Wednesday, February 6: Senior Religion Class Visits Jewish Synagogue
Fr. James Ruggieri and his Religion 12 class attend a field trip to Temple Emanuel from
8:00 to 11:00am.

•

Friday, February 8: National Art Honor Society Induction
The students invited for induction into the NAHS will be formally accepted in a 1:15pm
ceremony in the gym. Parents and family members of the inductees are invited.

•

Thursday, February 14: English 11-Honors Class Field Trip to Trinity Repertory
Mrs. Summers will be bringing her Honors students to see a performance of Shakespeare’s
Macbeth.

•

Monday, February 18 through Friday, February 22: Winter Break – No School

Student of the Month
Junior Victor Rodriguez was selected by a majority vote of the faculty
as December’s Student of the Month.
The Student of the Month award honors a student who reflects the best
attributes of St. Patrick Academy: Christian charity, respect for self and
others, positive attitude, consistent effort and successful or improving
academic performance.
In nominating Victor for this honor, his teachers extolled him as a “hard
worker” who is “polite and helpful” and “always pleasant, kind and
trustworthy.” Several noted that he has made great strides forward in his
academic work since last year. Victor is an Honor Roll student, a
member of the Boys’ Varsity Basketball team and has been involved with the Explore Club. He
resides in Pawtucket with his family.

Campus Ministry
Through the leadership of Fr. James, Club 3107 started Project
Emmanuel, which began the first Friday, January 4th, and will end on
the last Friday in February. The students, along with Fr. James and
Mrs. Mary Cipriano, go out and serve hot soups or pasta, bread,
coffee and desserts to the poor who gather behind the Crossroads
building and on Cranston Street in Providence. We also bring along
clothing articles, such as coats, hats, gloves, socks, care packages and
hand warmers. It provides our students with the opportunity to get to know many of our less
fortunate neighbors. On our December 20th dress-down day, our students raised $158.00 for
supplies for this project!
The plans for our Junior Class Retreat are underway. It will be a service retreat and will be
held on Friday, March 1st. Our juniors will be learning about those who are less fortunate and
helping to arrange a clothing area for those who are in need. More details will be provided in our
February newsletter.
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2nd Quarter Honor Roll
Congratulations to the following 42
students who achieved Honor Roll
status for the 2nd Quarter, 2018-19:
Highest Honors (GPA, 4.0 and up)
Shakira DaGraca, 12
Isabel Arnaut, 11
Victoria Fuller, 11
Dulce Maria Flores, 11
Angelica James, 11
Moeisha Joseph, 11
Diego Cante, 10
Fernando Ibanez, 10
High Honors (GPA, 3.7-3.99)
Dylan Kelly, 12
Matthew Keokhaw, 11
Giselle Martinez, 11
Abisola Oladipo, 11
Oscar Cabral, 9
Edwin Hernandez-Zanella, 9
Nayelie Rodriguez, 9
Honors (GPA, 3.3 – 3.69)
Angela Gonzalez, 12
Wilianies Guzman, 12
Amy Hidalgo, 12
Joanah Imarhiagbe, 12
Nathalie Martinez, 12
Amanda Solano, 12
Leah Terceira, 12
Angel Benitez, 11
Ebenezer Falaye, 11
Brittney Lucero, 11
Cleia Monteiro, 11
Sebastian Perez, 11
Victor Rodriguez, 11
Jaylin Carty, 10
Sofia DelaCruz, 10
Ashley Diaz, 10
Alicia Martinez, 10
Martha Salvatierra, 10
Tahj Aime, 9
Danielle Lanoue, 9
Nataly Larios, 9
Daniela Morales, 9
Elijah Nsoah, 9
Thomas Oliveira, 9
Sofia Paiz, 9
Chasterin Peralta, 9
Arianna Taveras, 9

Guidance Office
As some students continue to complete their college applications
in time for regular decision deadlines, students who submitted
their applications early are beginning to hear back from colleges.
So far, our seniors have been accepted to the following schools:
Norwich University
University of Rhode Island
Dean College
Community College of Rhode Island
New England College
Rhode Island College
Johnson & Wales University
Iona College
University of Hartford
Nichols College
Regis College
Students should carefully read the material that they receive from
each school as there is information on additional action steps that
the student needs to take. Students have until May 1, 2019, to
submit their deposit to the school they choose to attend, and
students may submit their deposit to one school only. Each
college acceptance is contingent upon the student successfully
completing all graduation requirements at St. Patrick Academy.
We look forward to many more acceptances!

Development Office News
Thank you to all who
participated in the NACEPF
Challenge, and a special thanks
to John and Barbara Primeau
for once again supporting us
with such a generous matching
gift. The NACEPF Challenge
raised $10,000 more this year
than it did last year! We are so humbled by and grateful for the
many donors who made this possible.
More than 40 of our 90 St. Patrick Academy students have been
matched with a scholarship sponsor so far this year – this is more
than twice as many students as had sponsors last year. Students
sent Christmas cards to their sponsors last month and will return
to sending monthly letters in January. Scholarship sponsors have
told us that they love receiving the updates from their students and
hearing about what they are doing in school. A special thanks to
those students who continue to diligently write to their sponsors
each month.
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Nurse’s Office
Our first Immunization Clinic will be held on Tuesday, January 29th, at 9:00am. There are
certain students who need to have specific vaccinations. Mr. Dapont sent a list of those needs
and consent forms home with those students on Friday, January 25th. Please check with your
child to see if he/she brought this home. Mr. Daigle will send an email and text to those parents
who were sent this material.

Athletics News
We are in the middle of this year’s boys’ and girls’ basketball seasons
with ten games played and eight to go as of this writing. The boys have
already set a school record for wins in a season with a record of 4-6
(three of those losses were within 5 points) and are looking to make a
run for the playoffs this year. Team leaders include senior Isaac Parkes
and juniors Luvince Tilus (photo, right) and Victor Rodriguez.
The girls’ team is only in its third year, but the players have improved
and grown together as a team throughout the season. They have a record
of 1-9 and are looking forward to their next victory. Leading the team
are juniors Moeisha Joseph (photo, below) and Victoria Fuller.
Both teams are working extremely hard in
the face of illness and injuries. Parents are encouraged to come out
to support the teams, as the crowds for our home games have been
well attended and the spirit has been amazing. Please arrive early
to get a good seat.
The teams’ game schedules for the remainder of the season can be
found at the following link.
https://www.rhodeislandinterscholasticleague.org/public/genie/267/
school/765/

Student Council
On December 20th, the Student Council held a Pep Rally to raise school
spirit for the boys’ and girls’ basketball teams. Thank you to the teams, the
Cheerleading team, and Mr. Toste for their help and support. The students
cheered our teams on during a wonderful game full of school spirit. Pictured
are two of our Student Council members, sophomore Danny Cantera and
junior Angel Benitez (dressed as our Padre Pride mascot).
This year's Winter Ball, scheduled for January 25th, has been postponed until
March due to a conflict with the RI Interscholastic League’s basketball
schedule. The date and location will be announced shortly.
This month's dress down day will be held on Thursday, January 31 in
support of Emmanuel House. We are asking students for a donation of
"Winter Essentials" (new hats, gloves, socks, scarfs, etc.) or $2 cash to participate.
Stay tuned for details on the Student Council’s sale of carnations for St. Valentine’s Day.
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SPARK Program
The SPARK Program, Peer Mentoring Program and Club 3107
teamed up to spread extra Christmas joy this holiday season. Students in
the SPARK and Peer-Mentoring programs volunteered their time to
make Christmas cards to be distributed with the bag lunches made by the
students in Club 3107 to feed the homeless in Providence. Pictured left,
sophomore Icelys Dieguez works on a card.

National Honor Society
The St. Patrick Academy Chapter of the National Honor Society
recently distributed The Shamrock, its first newsletter for the 2018 –
2019 school year, which covered topics of interest from the first semester
including the new club soccer team, the boys’ basketball team, and the freshman class retreat.
Now that the second semester has begun, students’ GPAs are under review for potential
invitation for application to the NHS for this school year. To be eligible, sophomores, juniors,
and seniors who have achieved a cumulative GPA of 3.3 will be invited to apply.

Class Acts
 The seniors in Mrs. McGinn’s Anatomy class took an end-of-semester field trip to Brown
University’s Anatomy Lab to observe two dissections. At the lab, students viewed several
cadavers and were shown various external structures and internal organs and
systems, including the stark contrast between a smoker's lungs compared to healthy lungs.
They also viewed several livers that had been removed for
closer examination and compared microscopic evidence of
tissue damage to healthy tissues.
In class, the students conducted their first major dissection
on a sheep's heart in which students identified all the
primary features of the mammalian circulatory system. That
was followed by the dissection of fetal pigs (photo, right),
which have many structural similarities to humans including
their internal organs. Students finished the semester with
this hands-on and eye-opening look at major body systems.
 After exam week, before the Poetry Out Loud poetry
competition, students in Mrs. Summers’ English classes got to
take a break for English class.
The English 11-Honors students chose lines from poetry they
had written and then painted those poetry samples on small rocks
(photo, left), which they carefully placed on or near the sidewalk
outside the school. They’re hoping these ‘poem rocks’ are found
and taken home, so people can have a little poetry in their lives.
The freshmen in English 9 played a whole-class game of Empire,
which tests the students’ memory and forces everyone to listen closely to each other, a skill
that we work on to improve their communication abilities.
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 Seniors in Mrs. Proulx’s Consumer Finance class utilized all the material they’ve learned
and worked with during the first semester and, for their final project, they worked to create
board games that will help others learn all about financing college, establishing and
maintaining credit, how to manage and reconcile a checking account, and more. The students
then took part in “Game Day”, when they showed off their creations and the class played all
the games.

Faculty & Staff News
Mr. Bill Dapont, St. Patrick’s School Nurse for the past 3½ years, will be leaving his position
with us on February 15th. Mr. Dapont, who is a full-time nurse at Landmark Medical Center in
Woonsocket, has had a change of schedule at Landmark and can no longer keep his part-time
position with us. Bill has been a kind, sensitive and caring member of our staff and we are sorry
to see him go, but we wish him all the best in whatever lies ahead for him. We have begun a
search to fill this position as soon as possible.

New Website Address
We have changed our website address (URL) from www.stpatrickacademyri.com to the simpler
and easier www.stpatsri.org – don’t forget the “.org” at the end! The website itself has not
changed, except for informational updates.

Stay warm and dry as we head into the serious part of the winter season, and we will pray for
you in all your needs and intentions!
God bless,

Bruce Daigle
Principal
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