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Rebels Rise for
Literacy Night!
More than 50 students and
their family members turned
out for Open House/Literacy
Night on Aug. 22.
Mrs. Gwen Beneke, our reading
interventionist, gave a
presentation on Title 1 and the
importance of reading to
infants and toddlers at home
before they reach
kindergarten. There was also
a special guest appearance by
Clifford the Big Red Dog. All the
students who participated
went home with a free book.
Special thanks to First Things
First, Arizona PBS and the
CRIT Library for their
participation.

‘Random Acts of Kindness’ Has Arrived At Le Pera
Every year, we come up with new strategies to maintain positive behavior on campus. Our
PBIS (Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports) team meets regularly to keep the program
fresh and fun for our students. As you probably know – our slogan at Le Pera, Blake and
Wallace is to “Be Responsible, Be Respectful and Be Safe.”
This year, we took some specific steps to improve behavior on the playground and keep those
discipline referrals at a minimum. I listened to some of your comments, and we added at least
one extra supervisor to every recess despite a smaller staff. We also shrunk the boundaries of
the playground area to keep a more watchful eye on our students. So far, the results have been
amazing. For the month of August, I received only five major referrals, and none of them
involved the playground. Give me a big Rebels Rise!
Continued on next page

However, while we continue to look at behavior from an external perspective, we are now
starting to take a look at what is going on with our students on the inside. Unfortunately,
today’s youth (and adults for that matter) is starting to develop a little bit of a mean streak. We
can blame it on a number of factors, but that should never stop us from trying to bring out the
nice in people.
Starting Monday, our teachers will be providing a series of mini-lessons through a non-profit
program known as Random Acts of Kindness. Its core values, which are the six major units
taught throughout the year, include Respect, Caring, Inclusiveness, Integrity, Responsibility and
Courage. For about 10 to 15 minutes a day, the students will be discussing these values and
participating in fun activities. Heck, they might even be asked to perform a “random” act or
two.
The mission of RAOK is “to change schools, the workplace, families and society through
kindness.” The program also is aligned with our academic standards.
I highly encourage all family members to visit their web site at
www.randomactsofkindness.org. Sit down and encourage your kids to be active participants this
year. Find out what your child is learning about kindness and make connections at home.
Together, we can bring kindness to the forefront at school and at home.
Column by Principal Brian Wedemeyer

“You are braver than you believe, stronger than you seem,
and smarter than you think.” – Winnie the Pooh

Students of
the Month

Front: Russell Smith, Zitlally
Marmalejo, Ashley Briseno, Jose
Pazos, Alexzandra Knox
Back: Saul Sanchez, Lily Vega,
Galilea Hernandez

Le Pera’s

Big 3

League…

Taking a page from rapper Ice Cube, 15 students are now participating in the Le Pera Big 3 League during early morning recess.
The 3-on-3 intramural basketball league features 6th, 7th and 8th graders.
Principal Brian Wedemeyer said the league’s primary goal is to promote good attendance. The games start at 7:45 a.m. every
morning, and the morning bell serves as the game’s final buzzer.
“Our boys love basketball, and I think this is one way to get them excited about coming to school every day on time,”
Wedemeyer said. “It looks like they are really enjoying it.”
The league features five 3-person teams, including the Triple Threat, Three’s Company, 3-Headed Monster, Tri Toons and the
Ghost Ballers. Mr. Hermes, the school maintenance supervisor, re-painted the courts to resemble the professional league
started by Ice Cube a few years ago. Each half court includes three 4-point circles beyond the 3-point arch.
“They were knocking down 4-pointers on the first day,” Wedemeyer said.
The regular season will continue for two weeks with the top two teams battling for first place, and the bottom two teams
playing for third.
“We’ll take a break for a while so it doesn’t lose its luster,” Wedemeyer said. “Maybe we can have a girl’s league or bring it
down to the younger grades. Who knows?”

