Ranch Elementary School
43521 N. Kenworthy Ave. San Tan Valley, AZ 85140
Ph: 480-882-3530 Fax: 480-655-6412
www.ranch.jocombs.org
3-7 - Classroom Spelling Bee
3-7 - PTO Penguin Patch Holiday Store
4 - Math Masters 3:15pm
5 - Lunch on the Lawn
5 - PTO Meeting 4:30pm
6 - Choir practice - 3:15pm
6 - Battle of the Books study session
3:15pm
6 - Student Council Meeting 3:15pm
7 - PTO Pancakes with Santa 5:30pm
11 - Math Masters 3:15
12 - Lunch on the Lawn
12 - Talent Show dress rehearsal 1:30pm
13 - Choir Practice 3:00pm
13 - Talent Show for public 6:00pm
14 - Lunch on the Lawn
17 - Choir dress rehearsal 3:00pm
18 - Math Masters 3:15pm
18 - Band, Orchestra & Choir Concert
6:00pm
19 - Lunch on the Lawn
20 - Ugly Sweater Run
20- Battle of the Books study session
3:15pm
20 - Character Counts Luncheon
21 - End of 2nd quarter
21 - AM Kinder Prep Only

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 7:30 - 4:00
December 2017

HELP US BRING CHILDSPLAY THEATRE TO
RANCH ELEMENTARY
THROUGH YOUR 2018 TAX CREDIT
Childsplay is a nationally and internationally respected professional theatre company that performs for children in Arizona. We would like to
integrate drama and writing skills with an emphasis on putting language
into action, body positions and facial expressions. Research shows that
children retain more of what they learn when they are actually physically
involved in learning.
How can I make a tax credit donation?

(regular dismissal time 11:45)

21 - 1/7 - NO EYC Classes
21- Early Dismissal 12:00 K-6
Lunch will be served
12/24 - 1/7/19 NO SCHOOL
WINTER BREAK
JANUARY
8 - School Resumes
8 - Math Master 3:15pm
9 - Lunch on the Lawn
9 - Preschool Screening by appt only
10 - Classroom Photos
11 - Awards Assembly Kinder 8:20 in
classroom/8:45 1st & 2nd/9:25 3rd
& 4th/10:05 5th & 6th
11- Report Cards go home

Take available of Arizona Tax Credit. Ranch front office has tax credit
forms or you can go to our website at www.jocombs.org to print the tax
credit form. When filling out the form please be sure to check the box
for Ranch Elementary for any amount up to $400 (joint filing) or $200
(single filing) that will be used for extra curricular activities and you can
reduce your Arizona taxes.

RANCH STAFF
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
6 - Shelby Wagner
11 - Eve Heinzelman
16 - Brendan Stynes
20 - Sue Kruse
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Kinder Prep

In December, we have had a very busy month. We will be learning all
about celebrations that happen this time of year like Christmas, Hanukah, and Kwanzaa. Parents are encouraged to share things from their culture about the holidays that
they celebrate in their homes. We have also begun our mid-year assessments and are reviewing a lot
of our skills this month while still teaching some new skills. Our letters of the month are Ll, Mm, and
Nn. Our numbers are 9 and 10. Our color is green and our shape this month is the star. In math, we
will be learning about solid shapes. Our concept of the month is hot and cold. Our rhyming families this
month are –ip and –ot. Our author of the month is Jan Brett. Please look for a flyer on our upcoming
family event for Gingerbread house day.

Functional Life Skills

EYC

WOW! We had a “Thank You”
Friendsgiving Party for all our helpers and
friends. The party taught us the meaning of
giving and how wonderful it feels! December
will be another month of showing others how
we care. We will learn about the color red
and incorporate it into all of our art activities. December is also a great month for
learning repetition through song. It’s amazing how much you can learn through singing
and playing.

The EYC preschool classrooms will be learning
all about holiday celebrations in December. We
will be focusing on the color green and the
shape of a star. Our concepts and letter/
sounds will be a review of what we have
learned so far. Help us reinforce our theme
and vocabulary at home by reading books about
holidays and family traditions. It will be a
month to celebrate! Look for more information
coming about our Gingerbread house festivities on Friday, 12/14. Parents or
Grandparents are welcome to
come in and decorate a gingerbread house with their child. It
will be a special day to remember.

Kindergarten
It has been a great first semester in Kindergarten. Students have made such growth and it is
wonderful to see how much they have learned.
Please make sure that you review the Fundations
packet that is sent home every week. We will
work through Unit 2 quickly. Please help your student with letter formation of both lower and upper case letters. They will be held accountable
for correct letter formation. In math, we will be
working on simple addition and subtraction. Please
also help your child with correct number formation as well as practicing number order and
quantities that numbers represent. Thank you for
all you do to support your child is learning at
home. Have a wonderful winter break!

Technology

First Grade
In Fundations, first graders are working
hard on reading and writing words with
glued sounds such as –an and –am and soon
we will be working with words with suffixes! Please continue to read with your child
every night to support their reading fluency. In math, we are working on place value.
Students should be able to identify the
amount of tens and ones in a 2-digit number using concrete objects, place value
cards or drawings.

Grades 3rd – 6th will continue to compete in our annual
typing competition and participate in the hour of code.
Kindergarten will be using Typing Rocket Jr/Zoo Typing 1 & 2/ Cup Stacking Typing. 1st & 2nd will be learning the top/bottom row keys for typing.
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Second Grade

Third Grade

In Math, we are estimating & measuring using
centimeters and inches we are learning how to
make line plots using that data. In ELA, the students are reading “Friends Around the World”
and learning about Isabel and her three e-pals:
Dan in Australia, Hau in Vietnam, and Akiak in
Canada. They are discovering what Isabel’s three
e-pals wear, what they eat, and how they get to
school. In Social Studies, the students are studying tables, charts and learning about climate and
weather in different regions of the world. In
Fundations, they’re learning to master multisyllabic, v-e words (vowel, consonant, silent e). Finally, in Science, 2nd grade is studying the three
stages of matter: solids, liquids and gases. It’s
turning out to be a fun and intriguing year!

In December third grade will be reading
Cool Stuff about the Earth, while determining the main idea and explain how it is conveyed through key details in a text. Our Writing
focus will be helping the students organize their
writing and provide illustrations to help the reader better understand their topic. In Fundations
Unit 5 the students will be introducing the schwa
sound (short u or i). Math, we will be continuing
to explore fractions, measurement, time and graphing! Our focus in Science will be focusing on
animals habitats and how their adaptations help
them survive in their environment. Our Social
Studies unit or learning about the Region of the
US is going to be so exciting. This month is the
Northeast Region. Have a Safe and Happy Holiday Season!

Fifth Grade

Fourth Grade
December is here and 4th grade is excited to continue learning. In ELA we are continuing our unit on
legends from a variety of different cultures. We
just finished our Division unit in Math. We are
starting on Equations and Word Problems. We are
getting ready to take our second quarter Galileo
tests. We are working hard to complete our AR
goals by the end of the grading period.

Sixth Grade
Both 6th Grade groups that auditioned for
this year’s talent show were selected to perform. They hope to entertain all ages in their
two types of performances. In Social Studies
we have been creating a ¨Glogster, ¨ about
the state their team was assigned. This project has been collaborated with Ms. Stacie in
the Library too! Thank you Ms. Stacie for all
the assistance you have given 6th Grade this
year. During Science we have watched the
movie about Temple Grandin (Mrs. Cross got
to meet her) and all the different science experiments she has completed and created to
help with farming, ranching as well as animal
behavior. The students really liked to see how
someone was different but came to advocate
not just for herself, but also for others who
are different too. Now we have been discussing what kinds of experiments students will
start working on for the science fair in February/March. We look forward to seeing all
the different kinds of projects displayed at
this year´s fair!

The fifth grade classes are ready to celebrate
the holidays! Students are still working hard to
earn holiday money, and we thank you in advance
for your donations to our Gingerbread House
Making Party! In December, we will continue to
focus on using multiple multiplication strategies
and learn how to multiply with decimals. This skill
will come in handy when students make purchases
for their Gingerbread houses! We will also continue to prepare for our upcoming field trip to Biz
Town as the big day is fast approaching! We will
be practicing by balancing our checkbooks and
applying for jobs! Finally, we will be gearing up for
our 2nd quarter Galileo tests to show off all we
have been working so hard to learn! We wish you
and your families a wonderful holiday season and
winter break!

Title I Reading
Time really seems to be flying by! December is going to
be an exciting month in Title 1 Reading as we continue to
learn skills and strategies that improve comprehension,
rate, and expression in grades three through six. We discuss why they are learning the skills and how using the
strategies will help improve their reading. Students are
making connections between improving their reading and
success in other areas of school and life. Kindergarten
students have been working on hearing the sounds in
words, recognizing letters and their sounds, and blending
sounds into words. First and second graders have been
working on recognizing and writing sight words, correct
letter formation, phonics skills, and reading stories. The
key to becoming better at anything is practice. So, please
read over Winter Break!
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General Music
The students performed their songs so
well at our Veterans Day program and
they seemed to enjoy it. Several have
asked when we are doing it
again! Lately we have focused on beat,
rhythm, note naming, solfege singing,
writing notes, playing a turkey game
from Chile and learning a folk dance.
I have enjoyed working with the students having fun with music.

Roadrunner Choir
The Roadrunner Choir has been working hard on their holiday music
in preparation for the upcoming concert. Our Choir Performance
will be combined with Ranch’s Band & Orchestra concert on Tuesday, December 18th at 6:00pm. Students must arrive at 5:30
pm. Dress is nice black pants, skirt or dress with white, green or
red shirt or use as accents. Any questions? Please contact Ms.
Overall at koverall@jocombs.org
Dates for practices and Dress Rehearsal
Thursday, November 29th - 3:00 - 4:00.
Thursday, December 6th - 3:00 - 4:00.
Thursday, December 13 - 3:00 - 4:00.

Orchestra News
Physical Education
We have been having a lot of fun in PE. The kindergarteners have learned how to play pac man
tag. This game has four kids with foam sticks as
the taggers while the other students run around
the gym trying to avoid being tagged. They are only
allowed to run on the lines that are on the gym
floor and when a student is tagged, they sit down
on the line and become a roadblock. Only the taggers are allowed to go around the roadblocks while
the other kids must find another route to escape. Grades 1st – 6th students have been playing
scooter hockey. Students have their own scooter
and a very short stick that they hit the ball with
while attempting to score a goal.

I am very proud of our 6th grade orchestra for taking up
the challenge of learning a brand new song within a few
weeks to perform at the Veterans Day program, which
was held at on November 9th. Several of the students
were even beginners! I am so proud of their hard work
and dedication. We are going to have a wonderful concert! Our performance will include the Band and Choir as
well. Please come and join us and to see your child perform some wonderful music. These kids have worked very
hard! Thank you for reminding your child to come to their
orchestra day prepared by bringing their instrument and
music.
OUR CONCERT DATE is TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18TH
6:00 PM. Students must arrive at 5:30 pm. Dress is Nice
Black pants, skirt or dress with white, green or red shirt
or use as accents. Any questions?
Email koverall@jocombs.org

Counselor’s Corner
Time is flying and we are quickly headed into December. Upcoming presentations you will hear about from your 6th
grade students include the district mandated “Project Alert” which focuses on substance abuse, presented by Pinal
County Health Department and “SOS Presentation” for 6th graders. Students will be learning about the signs of
depression and steps to take to help friends or self if the need arises. A letter recently went home to parents with
the “opt out” information. Unless the parents contact Laurie McRae at lmcrae@jocombs.org school social worker,
requesting their student does not participate; all 6th graders will be part of the presentation.
Please consider stopping by the front office from November 26th - December 12th and sign out an angel tag from
the tree. Shop for gift items and return unwrapped with the tag attached to the office. We really appreciate the
holiday help. Gift cards in any amount are always welcome, they are used to help families in need of extra help at
this time of year.
As we come closer to the end of the quarter and winter break, we see behaviors escalating. Please take a
minute and have a talk with your students about continuing to follow rules and expectations, keeping hands to
self, carefully choosing words, and avoiding destruction of property. The students have worked so hard this
semester, it is time to relax and let down for a couple of weeks. Thank you for your support.
Career Fair guests – We still need parents who are willing to share 2 hours of their time on Friday, January
21st from 1 - 3pm. No presentations or prep needed. Parents will be seated in a large U format facing into
the center. The students will then circulate around and ask questions about your career with a focus on how
the things you learned in elementary school helped to prepare you for college and your career or hobby.
They will have interview questions; you just need to be willing to answer simply questions. Please call Laurie
McRae school social worker at Ranch at 480-882-3530 to volunteer. Thank you so much.
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The staff here at Ranch
Elementary would like to
thank everyone that attended
our Veterans Day Assembly.
It was a huge success!!

Thank you to our
Ranch Veterans Day
committee members:
Aaron Allen, Angie
Easterday, Blinda
Mills, Jenny Curtis
and Kathy Overall

JOI CLUB
On November 27th, 25 new members were inducted into the Junior Optimist Club (JOI Club) Our
four officers were installed for their two year term by Zone 6 Lieutenant Governor, Ann Crawford. We had several Gilbert Optimist members in attendance as well; Mrs. Susan Kruse, Mrs.
Jackie Cross, Mrs. Wendy Black Feather, Mr. Kim Harding and Mr. Lee Buist. Thank you to all the
Parents and family members that were able to attend our formal celebration. We look forward to
all the future developments of projects that this group of members still want to accomplish before the end of the school year. We are still collecting items for our homeless bags and school
aged children clothing for the Women´s HOPE Center in Apache Junction. Thank you to all families
and their continued support of this Club on campus!

PTO’s December Events
December 3th-December 7th our Penguin Patch Store will be open.
More information to come!
December 7th is Pancake Dinner with Santa from 5:30-7pm. Come enjoy a free pancake dinner with your family. Come take your picture with
Santa. Jimmy Dean Sausage Patties $1 each and drinks $.50-$1 will be sold.
Don’t forget about our free funds for the school. Send in all Box Tops, & Little
Caesar’s Proof of Purchase labels
Wear your ugly sweater and
Come run or walk with us
on December 20th
1:00 - 1:25 - EYC, Kinderprep & Kindergarten
1:30 - 1:55 - 3rd & 4th Grade
2:00 - 2:25 - 5th & 6th Grade
2:30 - 2:55 - 1st & 2nd Grade
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Anthony Nevarez

Caring

Anthony is very considerate to his classmates, teachers and peers. He often offers to help his teacher and classmates
with various activities. Anthony is empathetic of others needs and sometimes
acts as an advocate for other students
when they will not use their own voice.
Anthony starts every school day with a
special hug for his teacher, which is the
highlight of her day. Throughout the day,
Anthony motivates others to stay on task
and participate in class activities. Anthony displays the traits of caring everyday
through his words and actions and is a
pleasure to have in class.
Ms. Olson

November Students of
Character
The following students were
recognized as the Ranch Elementary School Students of
character for November, representing Citizenship. They
were honored with lunch on
the stage with a friend on
November 29th.

Adilee Hatch
Adisyn Boren
Aidan Levebvre
Alexis Vakasiuola
Amery Calles
Emma Tafoya
Gracie Jenkins

Harper Hernandez
Jonathan Nye
Kendall Bearup
Madison Ashcraft
Normandy Welty
Sawyer Allen
Sophia Harbour
Sydney Moak
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Joy Beffre & Meredith Olson
I would like to nominate Joy Beffre & Meredith Olson. The 1st grade team is always ready to tread
murky waters for their students. They didn’t just dip
a toe in the online ReadyGen assessments, they dove
right in! Not only administering the test but also exploring the data. That is the nature of this team ready to swim as far as they need to for the students
success.
Nimisha Tejani

Pam Yambor
I would like to nominate Pam Yambor. I can’t say enough about
how valuable Pam is to our Title I program. From the moment
she set foot in the classroom she has been a go-getter. She is
self-motivated and is always on the hunt for new and effective
lessons and activities for our students. Her knowledge of
teaching reading has been a blessing. She finds ways to motivate the students and they love to be in her group. She treats
them fairly and they know she cares about them and their
learning. Pam is reliable, I can count on her in any situation. She
enters the room in the morning smiling and leaves at the end of
the day with that same smile. She is a pleasure to work with and
I thank Mrs. Kruse for finding her!
Cheryl Mireles

News from the District
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Our Angel Trees are up and waiting for donors just like you! Help make a child's
holiday a little bit brighter by selecting an Angel Tree Angel today!



Do you love on-line shopping? Use Amazon Smile for all your holiday needs and Amazon will donate to the Combs Education Foundation, which supports student scholarships, teacher grants and the food and clothing bank. https://smile.amazon.com/
ch/27-4019313



Mark your calendars for Kids' Day Out December 15th from 1:00pm – 5:00pm. Your
child will have a great time while you enjoy some time alone! Register today!



Join us for the Combs Performing Arts Center Ribbon Cutting and Open House
January 29th from 4:00pm -7:00pm. Get a behind the scenes view and learn
about design decisions from CHS Student Ambassadors.

Continuous Notice of Nondiscrimination
The J.O. Combs Unified School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs or activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. Inquiries may be directed to the
Title IX Coordinator or the Section 504/ADA Title II Coordinator at 301 E. Combs Rd., San Tan Valley, AZ 85140 or (480) 987-5300.
El Distrito Escolar Unificado de J.O. Combs no discrimina basada por la raza, el color, el origen nacional, el sexo, la discapacidad o la edad
de una persona en sus programas o actividades y proporciona igual acceso a los Boy Scouts y otros grupos juveniles designados. Las consultas pueden dirigirse al coordinador del Título IX o al coordinador del Título II de la Sección 504 / ADA en 301 E. Combs Rd., San Tan
Valley, AZ 85140 o (480) 987-5300.
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