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It takes a village to raise a child

-African Proverb

A Conversation with
2nd Grade Teacher

Kerry Lambertus
by Tanya Kaiteris

Each edition of Woven will feature an interview with
a different member of the PVS staff.
Q: Hi Kerry, when I first met you at a Portland Village
School parent meet-up many years ago you were a parent who
happened to be an educator. You knew even then that you
wanted to work at PVS. What made you so sure?
A: When I first started seeking early childhood Waldorf experiences for my own children, I knew that I wanted to teach using
some of the methods I was getting glimpses of. I had just freshly
graduated from PSU and I knew I wanted to use these methods
in my teaching. Waldorf really spoke to me because of the idea of
teaching to the whole child and that it considered more than just
the academic and intellectual capacities of a child but the social,
emotional, and the physical aspects as well. When you’re moving
and singing with the children and they’re simultaneously learning, that’s the magic for me as an educator. Who wouldn’t want
to teach that way? Who wouldn’t want to learn that way?
Q: How did a Waldorf educational model differ from other

models of education you saw?
A: I basically worked in a French immersion setting for six years
and it differed in many ways. The previous setting I worked in
had a different focus and didn’t incorporate as much of the
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whole child style of education. Previous to that I had subbed
quite a bit both in Kansas and in Oregon in more typical public
schools. I was struck by how prescribed the teaching was.
McGraw Hill and Houghton Mifflin are two major publishing
companies producing textbooks out of Texas. Their materials are
widely used nationally and I saw how they dictated much of the
curriculum, down to the dialogue the teacher is expected to say.
This allows little room for creative freedom as a teacher. That is
not how we teach here. There is a great deal of room for creativity.

Q: I know you have three children at PVS. What grades are

they in?
A: Yes I do. Bella is in 8th grade, Kaya is in 6th, and Emma is
in 4th. I’ve had the privilege of being a parent here for 8 years
and a staff member for 5. Even though wearing two different
hats can be challenging, it has also allowed me a broader perspective into understanding Waldorf pedagogy and a deeper understanding into why we do what we do here.

Q: What do you feel have been the benefits for your children?
A: My children’s experience at PVS has been invaluable to my
children’s social and emotional growth. The security of learning
in the same cohort with the same teacher for a number of years
has worked well for all 3 of my children and has allowed for a
deep confidence in learning and an investment in their community. Another benefit of teaching where my children attend

school is that I’ve gotten to know multiple cohorts of children
and parents well both as a parent and also a teacher.

Q: What do you like best about teaching here at PVS?
A: It’s hard to narrow down the thing that I like best about being
a teacher at PVS - but the top few would include: teaching to the
whole child, the social-emotional aspect of teaching and learning,
the looping model that allows for an investment in community,
creatively and artistically implementing class curriculum (and the
freedom around this), the annual whole-school traditions and
events that build community, and the people who
come through the doors every day!

Q: What do you like to do for fun when you’re not teaching?
A: In my free time (unfortunately there is not quite the
abundance of it that I’d imagined as a child), I like to spend
quality time with my family: going through the everyday
motions together (chores, homework, etc.), hiking, watching
movies together, appreciating and soaking in the splendor that is
the magical PNW, and also going to see and participating in live
music. I’ve been a background singer for a Grateful Dead cover
band and we’ve been performing together for the past 18 years!
“The true teachers and educators are not those who have
learned pedagogy as the science of dealing with children,
but those in whom pedagogy has awakened through
understanding the
human being.”
			

Rudolph Steiner
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Principal Lundgreen was born and raised in Indiana, where she enjoyed a wide range
of outdoor activities. She has traveled to 49 of the 50 states and holds an undergraduate degree
in psychology with a minor in women’s studies. Principal Lundgreen completed her education
with a Master’s in elementary education and an administrative license in school leadership. Her
son, Tristan, is currently a metallurgical engineering student at the University of Utah.
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In her spare time, Principal Lundgreen uses her experience as a charter school founder to help others
een Principal
across the country navigate the challenges involved in starting a school. She says, “I feel blessed to be the
executive director of PVS. Walking through its buildings takes me back to my own public school education
where I was taught by compassionate, dedicated teachers and where my inner life was enriched by an
inclusive and loving community.”
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Ms Hernandez says she loves the fast pace of the front office. She attends the University of
Portland and is studying Sociology with a concentration in Criminology. After graduating,
Hernandez plans to go to law school with hopes of handling juvenile law. Prior to college,
Hernandez was a sailor in the Navy.
Ms Hernandez enjoys taking hikes with her miniature Australian
Cattle Dog. Her absolute favorite day of the year is Halloween.
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Ms Rahman’s favorite part about working in the front office is being around students. “I like the
kids,” she says. “They’re always so interesting and funny.” Ms Rahman plans to take college classes
to explore a career in education. Her original interest was in becoming a teacher, but after
working in the front office she is considering a career as a school principal.
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Ms Rahman’s time away from PVS is mostly focused on her nearly 1-year-old son. They love to take
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walks, go to the pool, and read together (he’s great at turning pages). Ms Rahman
hman Office A
enjoys spending time with friends and, when her busy life allows, treats herself
to manicures and massage.
Kevin Mai comes to PVS with work experience in property management and accounts payable and receivable. Though his past business management work is similar to what he does for
PVS, Mai finds more satisfaction working in a school environment. He says, “Working at PVS
adds value to people, families, and kids. I like helping the school community move forward.”

Mai enjoys spending time with his wife and 3-year-old daughter, exploring playgrounds and parks
around town. Mai also has a passion for dance and performs breakdance, hip-hop, and krump. Mai
would love to travel the world and learn all styles of dance.
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Prior to PVS, Ms Puk worked in the West Linn/Wilsonville School District teaching
preschool and a 1st and 2nd grade blended classroom. When she moved to St Johns, she
was looking for a job in the north Portland area where she could ride her bike to work. She
loves many things about PVS but especially appreciates the emphasis on community. “My
fellow teachers are so generous, sharing resources and teaching me about Waldorf.” She
adds, “I love that kids are learning to knit. They are calmest at that time and so engaged.”
Storytelling is new to Ms Puk, but she is enjoying that aspect of her job. “I’ve always loved to
share books with students and now I can share the stories that I prepare and compose myself.”
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Ms Puk also enjoys live, experimental music, playing tennis, and baking. She has lived in Taiwan and
Mexico. She speaks German, Spanish, and a bit of Chinese.

Na
than Javens

Pu
k 1st Grade

Nathan Javens taught English to students (Kindergarten-12th grade) in a Waldorf-inspired
school in Taipei, Taiwan. He intended to work there for a year but ended up staying for 10
years because he enjoyed it so much. Mr Javens’ interest in Waldorf dates back to his Master’s
program class in alternative educational systems. Waldorf stood out as a natural fit for him.
He says, “I am motivated by the pride and satisfaction students get when gaining skills and
confidence.” He adds, “I hope to bring joy and humor to the classroom.”

When Mr Javens isn’t teaching, he likes to play guitar, read books, and go hiking. He has acted
in 3 films and several commercials in Taiwan, though he considers himself retired from acting for
now.
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It was only a week before school started when Ms Gemignani saw an ad for a teacher position
at PVS. She interviewed on Friday, was hired on Monday and started teaching on Wednesday.
She says, “The stars aligned.” Ms Gemignani appreciates the focus on art and creativity at PVS
and says it’s a more peaceful environment than the previous schools where she taught 2nd and
5th grade. She’s new to Waldorf methods and says, “I may not have Waldorf experience, but I
have a Waldorf soul.” Ms Gemignani adds, “There is a freedom in creating a curriculum that is
arts-integrated. Seeing kids learn in a beautiful way is really cool.”
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Ms Gemignani plays the ukelele. She is an accomplished volleyball player and has coached at the college
level. She loves pottery and plants, hiking and coffee. She enjoys traveling and has visited Spain, Germany, Italy, Austria, Croatia,
and Costa Rica.
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Ms Serra comes to PVS after 12 years of teaching 3rd, 4th, and 6th grade in the Centennial School District. She was attracted to teaching at PVS because she wanted the chance to
teach in a school that focused on educating the whole child. She also wanted to have more
time with her 4th grader, who is a student at PVS. She says, “In a traditional school, you
aren’t given a chance to develop the heart-felt, artistic qualities of children. I think Waldorf is a
more balanced approach to education.”

d Outside of the classroom, Ms Serra is busy parenting her 9 and 1-½-year-old children. She likes to
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sew, hike, and spend time with friends. Ms Serra has been playing with video creation since she was
10 years old and she currently loves to make small movies with her 9-yearold son. They make their own costumes, sets, and special effects and post the films on
their Youtube channel.
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Ms McNamara brings to PVS a great deal of Waldorf teaching experience--notably 14
years of teaching in northern Scotland. As she was getting settled in Portland, she was a
substitute teacher at local Waldorf schools, Cedarwood, Portland Waldorf School, and PVS.
McNamara is particularly pleased to be bringing Waldorf methods to a public school. She
says, “Public accessibility to Waldorf methods meets more of my values. I’m inspired to bridge
a
G
M
Waldorf into mainstream education. I am also interested in updating Waldorf education for
rd
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urban and diverse populations.” It is important for Ms McNamara to keep doing new things and
continually learn. She says, “I have plenty to learn from any group of children. Each child has something extraordinary to teach.”
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Ms McNamara is a musician and she sings with a women’s a cappella group. She loves to escape into books and feels restored in
nature. She also enjoys spending as much time as she can with her grown children and her grandson.

Ms Vardhana was born in Texas and lived there her whole life until she made a move to
Portland with her family in 2011. Her teaching career began in Texas as well. After 8 years
of working as a stay-at-home mom, Ms Vardhana returned to teaching. She is especially
impressed with the sense of community at PVS. She says, “There is a greater, stronger sense of
friendship between students. It’s something I see between parents and among teachers too.”

Ms Vardhana loves watching documentary films. She enjoys hiking, camping, and exploring
5 the natural beauty of the Pacific Northwest. Her family loves camping in the Redwoods and last
a
n
summer they visited Glacier National Park.
Vardha
She hopes to visit Crater Lake soon, ideally while the park is blanketed in snow.
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Ms Trummer has been a familiar face around PVS as both a substitute teacher and as a
parent. She has served on the PVS Board of Directors, chaired the parent association, worked
on school events and fundraisers, and established the yearly Fun Run. Ms Trummer began her
teaching career as the German language teacher at Portland Waldorf School. She has taught in
Austria, France, and Japan. Waldorf education is dear to her heart and she was thrilled to lead her
own class full time at PVS. She explains, “I’ve always been interested in whole child education and
ways of integrating art and music into teaching and storytelling.”
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Ms Trummer brings her love of ceramics to her classroom as well as an occasional cuddly pet rodent. She enjoys singing, playing
the guitar, skiing, camping, backpacking, horses, and spending family time with her husband and four children.
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Ms Sparks has been in and out of education for the past 23 years, most recently working
as teacher and principal at the Gresham Arthur Academy charter school. Ms Sparks is
grateful that the arts are essential to PVS’s curriculum and says, “At this school, I can more
freely use my creativity to engage students.” She adds, “I’ve learned so much by teaching
my students. In the older grades, it’s more collaborative in the classroom and I like that. I try
to see into the hearts of each student and let them know they’re seen and understood. I’m so
happy to come to work everyday!”

Am
s 6 Ms Sparks describes herself a fan of “shenan-archy”, which she defines as “shenanigans and
ber Sparkanarchy smashed together.” She is an artist that works with paint and
collage. In addition, she is a seamstress and creates her own costumes for her stilt-walking and fire-breathing acts.
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Prior to PVS, Mr Mott has taught robotics to students 3rd-5th grade throughout schools
in Portland. He was hired as a substitute teacher last year and expresses gratitude for the
opportunity he was given. He specifically wanted to continue working with PVS. “I love the
kids here, “ he says. “They got to me. They found a way to my heart and they got to me.” He
In
goes on, “This school is the exact opposite of how I grew up. I went to a private school in Paris
-H
p
Su
from Pre-K to 12th grade. I had different teachers every year. I’ve never been to a school like this one. ouse Substitute
e
c
and
The kids here have a real thirst for knowledge.”
Math & Scien
Mr Mott was born in France and grew up there with his American family. It wasn’t until two years ago that he lived in the US
for the first time. He is applying to graduate school to get his master’s degree in education in order to teach math and science. In
his spare time, he likes to see films and read books, especially those involving magical realism.

9

Sp
eec
hT
h erapist

ra
Ky

R

Routon-Michelinie fell in love with the PVS community during her masters degree
internship with Craig Dermer, former PVS special educator. She says, “At PVS, I felt
loved and supported.” Prior to her work at PVS, she was employed as a speech therapist
at a variety of other PPS schools. Ms Routon-Michelinie uses traditional therapy methods
but brings in Waldorf activities to enrich that work.

When she’s not at PVS, Ms Routon-Michelinie stays very busy parenting her 3-year-old child. She

ie enjoys building and renovation projects and, together with her husband, recently constructed
out
n
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on-Miche an ADU in her backyard. Routon-Michelinie loves to cook and share

food with friends and family. She enjoys walking and exploring local rivers and beaches with
her 12-year-old German Shepherd.
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Ms Amy’s evolution to PVS Handwork Assistant began as a helper during doll making
classes. With an older child having attended PVS and now a set of twins in 1st grade,
Ms Amy has been a familiar face around the school. She describes herself as “obsessed with
knitting” and brings her skills and devotion for handwork to students in class. She says, “I like
ntg
rk
to think we could be helping the next generation of surgeons with their stitching skills. Fine motor
omery Handwo
skills are incredibly important and ties into so much in life. “ She adds, “Handwork creates a state of
calm. It’s important to have something peaceful in your life. It keeps you from having too much input. Plus, it
makes my kids happy when I make them things.”
Ms Amy has run the Trackers summer archery range for the past 3 years. When she’s not parenting and working at PVS, Ms
Amy tends her garden, including her enormous raspberry patch and her chickens. She is particularly proud of the tasty
watermelons she grew over the summer and the recent completion of two beautiful sweaters.
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Ms Monica started volunteering her yoga expertise last year to her son’s kindergarten and second grade class. Having three boys at PVS and a flexible work schedule, teaching Bikram yoga
and freelance graphic designer, Ms Monica says, “It has always been natural to help out at thier
school.” When this school year started and there was no music teacher, Monica stepped in and
taught yoga to all the grades for 5 weeks! She says “That was crazy hard, teaching to different
age groups every 40 minutes made me realize how difficult it is to be a subject teacher. I have a
much deeper respect for all teachers now.” She currently teaches yoga to 1st - 3rd grade.
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Ms Harrington stays busy supervising PVS’ active playground. She also runs Hereford
House, a non-profit food pantry in north Portland. Previously, Ms Harrington worked
for Portland Parks & Recreation’s free lunch program and has taught various SUN school
classes.
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Ms Monica tries to fit her own yoga practice in when she’s not teaching it. She loves creating art,
dancing, biking, playing scrabble with her boys, and sewing. She says, “Raising 3 boys can be stressful work, taking time for
myself is so important for my physical and mental health.”
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Ms Harrington has 3 children, ages 7, 11, and 17, and she is a frequent visitor of OMSI, the
ygr
a
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zoo, and the Children’s Museum. She also has a great love for road trips and has taken her family
all over the western states. Harrington loves traveling to national parks and wants to try to visit all 50 states before her youngest
children are grown.
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y

d
Becky Kenne
ears
10 y

aA
tkinson
3y

er
b
r
e
Jessi H ars
0 ye

t

D

e a rs

and support. Thank you for teaching
our children how to enjoy learning, care for
others, and become creative, amazing humans.
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Love and Light
- The Woven Staff
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Wade Cavin,
Waldorf mentor to our teachers,
reminds us the value of
Waldorf-inspired education.

The Waldorf Way

by Marc Rose

This fall, Wade Cavin, an experienced Waldorf educator
who has taught at the Micha-el Institute for teacher training for twelve years, worked with PVS teachers, helping
them achieve balance in the classroom by emphasizing
essential Waldorf concepts.
Nathan Javens, first-grade teacher, says that Cavin helped
him see the value in making numbers physical for students,
using their arms like hands of a clock to indicate time, for
instance. “Memory is a subconscious event. Activity is a
conscious event,” says Cavin. “Numbers should be physical
at a young age. It’s a way to see how things actually work,
it’s real. Walking in rhythm, measuring your height against
a wall - young people in this situation are experiencing,
which allows them to connect to learning.”
It is this feeling and experiencing that makes Waldorf education so meaningful to students, and mentors like Cavin
so valuable to teachers. Says Amanda Sparks, sixth-grade
teacher: “Mentoring by an experienced teacher helps a
classroom community. It is especially helpful in a Waldorf
inspired school. Having someone who can see the whole
picture of a classroom and give help to the parts we can’t
see as the teacher is invaluable.”
Waldorf education, in Cavin’s view, helps young people
find a relationship to the world, the community, and
themselves. “What makes Waldorf education different is
that the goal is for young people to find meaning through
their work. The ability to find meaning through their efforts is what allows them to find freedom as adults.”
That lofty goal highlights the value of Cavin’s work with
teachers. He further explains their role, “Primary is the
observation of the soul life of young people in the various
• Educator support and classroom mentoring will continue
through the end of the 2018-19 school year with
Janet Allison, Waldorf Education Consultant,
who will be featured in the spring issue of Woven.

stages of development. The uniqueness of each individual
as they go through common experiences and growth must
be noticed and worked with by teachers,” says Cavin.
He continues, “I worked primarily to help them see that
the balance between the individuals and the class as a
whole is achieved by various aspects of their teaching. The
rhythmic aspect of presentation of material, student work
time and reviews are essential to developing the soul life of
students. All individuals must develop the sense of self and
others in order to be successful in life and in activities in
order to be healthy.”
To wit, Cavin says that teaching is a bit like being the conductor of an orchestra - training the individual to work as
part of the whole. Training teachers to effectively lead and
inspire is important work and mentoring support demonstrates PVS’ commitment to valuing the work teachers do
in the classroom. Cavin says, “They are all already good
teachers, very observant, good collaborators…my goal is to
help them with some of the methods of Waldorf teaching
that will help the students engage with what they learn
more deeply.”

Ms Gemignani guiding her class in their Language Arts
subject block.

Founder Rudolph Steiner believed that we as humans have three aspects – intellectual, manual and artistic/creative,
and that all three parts have to be advanced equally. -Angelique Laaks - Roseway Waldorf School - South Africa
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discovering Diwali

The fifth graders explore India’s most important holiday
If you peek inside the fifth grade classrooms in late fall at

PVS, you’ll find students studying the ancient cultures of
Mesopotamia, Persia, India, Egypt, and Greece. As part of
their focus on India, students learn about Diwali, a Hindu
festival of lights marking the triumph of light over darkness and knowledge over ignorance.
Both fifth grade teachers, Ms Vardhana and Ms Trummer, shared with their classes The Ramayana, which is
the epic tale of India, just as the Odyssey is for Greece
or Gilgamesh for Mesopotamia. It’s the story of Prince
Rama and the monkey god Hanuman who returns from
a fourteen-year adventure to rescue Rama’s wife Sita, who
had been kidnapped by the demon king Ravana. At the
story’s end, the villagers light the way home for the heroes
with lamps and garlands.
Ms Vardhana says, “Diwali is fun to celebrate because it
has been a tradition in India for thousands of years. It’s
based on an ancient story of good vs. evil and highlights
the ideal that good always wins.”

by Katie O’Neill

Today, Diwali remains a five-day celebration usually observed sometime between October and November, when
homes and communities are brightly lit with innumerable
small oil Diya lamps. Our fifth graders made Diya lamps
out of clay with their second grade buddies. In India, the
lamps are floated across a waterway for good luck. Students also designed their own colorful mandalas in honor
of Lakshmi, Hindu goddess of prosperity and made clay
figures of Ganesh, the elephant-headed god of luck. In
addition, Students sampled Indian treats including Gulab
Jamun, sweet dough balls in syrup, some traditional
cookies, and vegetable curry.
Ms Trummer comments, “Waldorf methods add such
richness to the subject matter. We hear the story, taste
and smell the curries and sweets, form the clay lamps
and figurines, and we design and paint these beautiful art
pieces. These sensory elements weave together a deeper,
memorable experience and engage the hearts and minds of
our students.”
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A PVS Guide to Waldorf
Celebrations and Festivals
by Meg Kilbury

Each year, as we return to school from the freedom of summer, we also return to the comforting rhythm and
routine that Waldorf provides. The celebrations and festivals that mark our Waldorf school calendar are meaningful occasions that create space for human connection, reflect our community values, and warm our souls. We are
a Village here, walking together and getting to know one another a little better as time and years go by. Whether
you are brand new to PVS or have returned year after year, here are the festivals and celebrations that we hold dear:

Rose Ceremony

Lantern Walk:

This is an all-school event that takes place during the first week
of school and features 1st and 8th Grade students. Families are
encouraged to attend. Students entering 1st grade are
introduced individually and cross a small bridge. At the end
of the bridge, they receive a rose from an 8th grade student,
welcoming them into the grades and honoring this milestone
event. 8th grade students serve as buddies for 1st graders and
this ceremony begins their close connection and beloved
friendships for the year.

This celebration, also called Martinmas, honors the story of St.
Martin, who is portrayed in stories as generously providing for
those in need. In early November, families of students from
Kindergarten through 3rd grade meet at a nearby park after
the sun has set and carry handmade lanterns. The entire group
walks through the park and sings songs together. The lanterns
glow in the darkness and we do this to remember goodness and
to bring light to our community as we enter the cold winter
months. 2nd grade students lead a coat drive each year at this
time in the spirit of giving and sharing warmth, comfort and
compassion to those less fortunate.

Michaelmas:
This event takes place in late September and is a celebration of
courage and the fall harvest season. At PVS, 2nd grade students
study stories of Heroes of Humanity and each year they
present the play St. George and the Dragon, which tells the
story of bravery and inner strength. 2nd graders and
Kindergarten classes make bread in the shape of dragons,
symbolizing the courage inside each of us.

Harvest Festival:
Hosted by the PVS Parent Association, this event is held at a
local park in October. It is an informal gathering to honor the
changing seasons and bounty of fall. Families enjoy craft tables,
picnic lunches, home-baked goods, face painting, an apple press
for fresh cider, games, live music, and time spent strengthening
our bond as a community.
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Craft Fair:
What a wonderful event this is! Each year, just before
Thanksgiving, we hold our Craft Fair, showcasing artisan goods
from professional artists in the Upper School and industrious
and creative student vendors in the Lower School. In addition
there is delicious, warming soups, breads and baked goods,
games, crafts, candle rolling, a cake hop, storytelling, music, the
beloved Pocket Fairy, and so much more. All profits go toward
funding a holiday bonus for our teachers and staff.

Spiral Walk:
This reverent event is held in early December and features a
spiral of aromatic evergreens arranged on the floor of the school
basement. The room is dark and silent except for gentle music
playing. Every class experiences Spiral Walk as a group. Each
student holds a candle and slowly walks to the center of the
spiral where their teacher is seated. Teachers light the student’s
candle and they continue walking through the outer spiral to
find a place for their candle to rest. Each child approaches this
differently, some setting their candle down as soon as they can,
while others take their time to find just the right spot. This
event is about sharing our inner light.

Teacher Appreciation Week:
Every February, we show our love for the teachers and staff at
PVS with scheduled special morning beverages, a potluck lunch,
snacks and extra breaks provided by parents. Thank you notes
from parents and students are placed in bags personally
addressed to teachers and staff to let them know how much
we appreciate the work they do and for the love and care they
provide for our children. Be on the lookout for a sign up in
February - we can’t do this without you!

May Day:
This is a celebration of the arrival of spring and is a joyous
time for all students and their families. We typically gather at a
nearby park in the beginning of May to watch each grade dance
and sing around the Maypole. The event concludes with 8th
graders braiding the ribbons around the pole. Most children
and teachers wear handmade flower crowns made with the help
of parents. Dancing around the May Pole is usually followed by
a brief picnic with families and students before heading back to
school to finish the day.

Spring Auction:
Each year, we try to fortify our fundraising with a fun event
with drinks, food, and an auction. We hold both an online
auction and a live auction. Anyone can attend, and the online
auction allows everyone near and far to place bids to support
our school. There are class projects created by students, events,
sign-ups, experiences, vacation rentals, restaurants, and
individual items to bid on. It’s a fun, lively night to support
our school and no one should go home empty-handed.

8th Grade Graduation:
This ceremony is held at the end of the school year and serves as
a send-off to the graduating 8th grade class. 8th graders gather
with their families and their teachers to celebrate the milestone
of leaving middle school and heading into high school. These
classes, with their teachers, have spent many years together and
the transition to another environment is a significant change.
Traditionally, each teacher that has taught the class in years past
speaks to the group and each child is also acknowledged in a
personal way.

8th Grade Rose Ceremony:
A second ceremony is held for 8th grade graduation involving
their 1st grade buddies. The student body gathers together to
watch 8th grade students cross a symbolic bridge. At the end of
the bridge, 1st grade students present the 8th graders with a rose
to honor the achievement of completing middle school. The 1st
and 8th grade students have fostered friendships and a special
closeness throughout the year and it is an emotional, loving
celebration for all involved.

Fun Run:
This event is held in the fall and is a festive, informal run (or
walk) for kids and adults. Children can run on their own or
form a team and it is necessary to get sponsors who will pay for
each lap. Typically, there is food, refreshments, t-shirts and lots
of active, healthy fun!
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Your donations make it all possible!
As a public charter school, PVS receives 80% of the funds
of a typical Portland Public School, amounting to $1,500
less per student per year that we need to make up through
fundraising efforts.
Donations allow PVS to continue to provide an educational program enriched with music, community-building
festivals, and specialty subjects such as Handwork, Games,
Movement, and Spanish.
Thank you to all of you who have already donated! We have
received close to $3,000 which puts us at nearly 10% of our
goal. That is terrific!
For those who haven’t yet had a chance to chip in, donating
is easy, and we are grateful for any amount you’re able to
offer. ($120 per student is our goal but
anything you can give helps!)

Questions? Contact:
Jessica Scheperhaughey at Jessica.scheperhaughey.board@portlandvillageschool.org
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For Woven inquiries contact:
Krista Wheeler at
newsletter@portlandvillageschool.org
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Without education,
your children can never
really meet the challenges
they will face. So it’s
very important to give
children education and
explain that they should
play a role for their
country.
—Nelson Mandela

