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Upcoming Events:


Employee
Recongition,
10/23



Fall Fest, 11/3



ARS Holiday
Party, 12/17



Staff Holiday
Party, 12/21
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Creek Heads to Splish Splash Catherine Y
For Autism Awareness Day
this year, two people from
Creek as well as a few others from our sister houses
Larkfield and Browning, participated in a day at Splish
Splash.
We got up early and headed
out as we wanted to make
the most of our journey. The
park opened at 8am for this
special day, prior to the rides
opening at 8:30am, which
gave us time to plan our day’s
excursions. The beauty of this
event was that we were able
to stay the entire day, and
boy did we take advantage.
We didn’t have to wait in any
of the typical long lines so we

were able to go on all of the
rides and slides as many times
as we pleased. The energy
within the park was nice and
supportive because you were

surrounded by people doing
the same thing as you, and
everyone was supportive and
helpful.
Not only did our guys get to
bond with the folks from
Larkfield and Browning, we
were able to meet other
agencies staff and guys too!
The park covered lunch for
everyone, including staff, and
after our adventures we were
ready to eat. The guys enjoyed their choice of a cheese
burger or hotdog. This was
our second year attending
this event and we cannot wait
for next year!

Autism Awareness at Citi Field Garrett P
DDI bundled up for a chilly
April baseball game at Citi Field
to watch the Mets take on the
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Brewers. The Mets celebrated
Autism Awareness Day and we
were there to celebrate with

them. Fan favorite Noah Syndergard, Thor himself, took the hill
against Milwaukee and the Mets
won the game in walk-off fashion
with a Wilmer Flores home run
in the bottom of the ninth. We
enjoyed the concession stands
before most of us bundled off to
the Acela Club where we had
access to watch the game in
warmth. Everyone had a great
time and we enjoyed an earlyseason Mets win in what has
turned into a disappointing season.
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Henearly Opens Chris S
The Henearly Drive IRA
officially opened its
doors on July 11th, 2018.
Henearly Dr. is set back
in a peaceful residential
neighborhood with treelined streets. The house
has a large yard with
plenty of space for outdoor activities.

dren’s Residential Program. The six individuals
are between the ages of
22 and 24. Dylan, Tyler,
Samantha, and Caitlin
moved from Hollywood
Drive and Mark and Sarah moved over from
Little Plains. They have

Six individuals
moved in who
had resided in
DDI’s Chil-

Eddie Opens the
Talent Show

Talent Show Garrett P
Adult Residential Services
recently held its 11th Annual Talent Show at King’s
Park High School. Performers from across the
island gathered to showcase their talents in front of
their friends and family.

Jeff with Dan on
guitar

all made a smooth transition and are already
forming new bonds and
relationships with each
other. Everyone at the
house is looking forward
to getting to know more
about each other and
trying new community
activities. The upcoming
year promises to be full
of fun, excitement, and
adventure.

Nineteen acts were on the
slate for the evening ranging from singing, dancing
and a stand up routine. Our
performers faced the big
stage without fear. Everyone put their all out for the
world to see.
The show started with Eddie’s rendition of the Star
Spangled Banner to loud
applause and rolled right
into a mixed program of
singing, instrument playing,
and comedy. The audience
appreciated all the hard
work and dedication our
artists put into their work
and King’s Park again
served as a perfect venue.
Dan and Paulie provided
instrumental support for

several of the numbers as
the night wore on and at
the end of the show, led
the entire group of performers in a rendition of
“Let it Be” to send the audience home.
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Six Flags! Matt L
To celebrate the end of Autism
Awareness Month, Six Flags Great
Adventure hosted Autism Day on
Thursday May 3rd. This exclusive
event closed the entire theme park
to create a sensory-friendly environment for individuals on the autism spectrum. The park adjusted
lighting and music, created decompression areas, and provided specially trained staff to host the occasion.
DDI’s Adult Residential Without
Walls Program traveled to Jackson,
New Jersey to participate in the
festivities. The Quintuck, Melville,
Plainview, and Don Lane WOW

tiful spring weather was perfect
for this recreational outing. Individuals and staff both experienced a fun-filled day of excitement and entertainment. We
hope to return again next year!

groups loved the rides, games, food, and
dancing. From roller coasters to hanging out
with Looney Toons characters, there was
something for everyone to enjoy. The beau-

A New Face at Melrose Kyshara D
Judy is a very friendly woman who became
part of the Melrose family in April. Judy is a
very active person and enjoys all sorts of
community activities. She is very excited
about starting the bowling league and meeting new friends.
Judy is a very vocal advocate for herself and
she enjoys socializing with peers as well as
members of the community. Staying busy

and having different types of recreation
activities is very important to Judy as she
has expressed wanting to try yoga at the
YMCA, bowling, dancing, singing, crafting,
and cooking. Judy also participated as one
of the singers in our DDI talent show this
spring. Judy is a welcome addition to the
Melrose family and we look forward to
new adventures with her.

Browning Goes to the Zoo Kaitlynn R.
The ladies of Browning ventured
out to the Bronx to enjoy a nice
day at the Bronx Zoo. The ladies
enjoyed the exhibits and the animals. They were very involved and
excited. Kimberly and Veronica
loved the Monorail Tour. They got
to see a number of different species of animals, from gorillas to
eagles.

Kimberly really found the train ride
relaxing and fun! She smiled from ear
to ear. Kimberly loves animals and
rides so this particular moment was
the highlight of her trip. The girls
topped off their trip with ice cream
and shopping in the gift shop! The
weather was beautiful and everyone
agreed it was a fantastic trip.
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Ridge Turns Thirty Laura O
Nearly 26 years ago, my husband
and I had a contest. We called it
“Who can find a job with benefits
first?” He had lost his job at the
closing Shoreham Nuclear Power
Plant and I had taken a break from
teaching to be a stay at home
mom with 3 young children. I had
a friend who was a nurse at DDI
and she suggested I look into part
time work in a group home that
would give us health insurance.
My interview was at the end of
1992 at the Ridge group home.
The Manager lived in the attached
apartment (since converted to
bedrooms for individuals) and
apparently forgot he had an interview. I believe he was woken up
and came to the dining room to
interview me in pajamas (before
that was in vogue). I had some
experience working within the

field and was offered a part time
position.
The home was much different
back then. All the bedrooms
were upstairs and many were
doubles with roommates who had
love/hate relationships. I started
out doing mostly overnight shifts.
Major renovations have taken
place over the years to create
single bedrooms for everyone and
to upgrade the home. Over the
years several individuals moved to
smaller homes in the west to be
closer to their families and about
4 years ago the older ladies
moved to a new home. This created quite a different dynamic
with a mixture of young men who
had aged out from our Children’s
Program taking the ladies’ spots.
While I have changed positions
at DDI over the years, I have al-

ways felt a strong connection to
the Ridge IRA and the men and
women who call it home. This
year the home celebrates its 30th
Anniversary. Many staff over the
years have come and gone. Occasionally the men who have lived
there the past 30 years run into
one of these staff members and
it’s always a welcome reunion.
They also enjoy seeing old housemates at parties and events.
I am certain more changes will
be coming as plans move forward
to downsize Ridge and our other
large homes. One thing won’t
change, my gratitude to DDI for
hiring me and my commitment
over the years to support all the
men and women who at one time
or another have called Ridge their
home.

