Kanoelani Chronicle
Kanoelani Elementary School

Kanoelani Elementary School

Volume 3, Issue 1

Principal’s Message
Dear Kanoelani Ohana –
Welcome back to school! I’m
wondering if you heard about the
exciting celebration we had at our
Welcome Back assembly, complete
with some staff members dancing, not me of course!! If they said
I was dancing, don’t believe them! Seriously though, it was such
an amazing time celebrating the return to Kanoelani in such a fun
way. Some of our special guests included Miss Asia 2019,
Camille Yano, who is also a proud Kanoelani alumni, the recently
crowned Miss Aloha 2020, Tiffany Ducaycay, and Junior Miss
Hawaii Cosmos 2019, Alexis Bugarin. What a treat it was to hear
some words of wisdom from a graduate of Kanoelani sharing her
ideas around our word of the year…Commitment!
We are ramping up to provide another year full of bucket filling
and choosing love. To that end, we selected a movie that
emulates our deep commitment, Toy Story 4. As demonstrated by
Woody, we are in this journey together and promise to always
practice courage, gratitude, forgiveness and compassion in
action.
At the end of August we will begin a new system across campus
that includes a W.I.N. block of time. “What I Need Time” will focus
on giving students more voice and choice in their learning as well
as provide extra time for revisiting concepts that need attention.
Services school wide will be deliberately planned so that each
child can work on what they need.
Finally, just as a heads up, we have many community and
business partners knocking at our door to help us out! Early
September, we will be hosting a Community Connections
breakfast and so far we have close to 50
people planning to attend. Stay tuned to
hear more about how our local businesses
and community organizations will be
supporting your child’s journey.
Sincerely,
Stacie Kunihisa, Principal

@staciekunihisa

August/September 2019

Calendar of Events
September
2
5
16
26
27

Labor Day - No School
Business Breakfast
Waiver Day - No School
Panda Fundraiser
Make up day - Fall pictures

Kanoelani Chronicle Crew
We’d like to introduce our Chronicle Crew for
school year 2019-2020! These 6 fifth and
sixth grade students work very hard to write
all the articles in our paper to share all the
wonderful things that go on at our school!

Kanoelani Crew(from left to right): Jahstin
Kapua, Ethan Picardal, Rya Muraoka,
Arah Lee, Naomi Manmano, Lia
Sorensen

News from the Office
VP Corner

Students of the Week

Hello parents! We appreciate all the hard work that you have
been doing to keep our parking lot clear and running smoothly.
Nearly all of you are avoiding our fire lane or not double parking
in the staff parking lot, and are utilizing our drop off lane or
parking off campus when walking your child to the classroom.
We know our parking lot is too small, and thank you for your
effort to help keep it safe and flowing smoothly.

8/12

Sarai Kabua 1/B101
Catherine Yi 6/C102

8/19

Rancess Pangilinan 2/F102
Khloe Reid 4/P1

8/26

Jana Dee Sugai 3/P27
Cheiz Akau/C102

Please continue to check with your children to make sure they
have a safe and effective plan before and after school.
Continue to remind them of where you expect to meet them,
and create your plans with safety in mind. For those of you who
have trouble getting to our campus right when school ends,
consider inquiring with the A+ program so that your child(ren)
can be safe and supervised after school.

Parking, Drop Offs and Pick Ups

Welcome back to school everyone and welcome back to local
traffic! Let’s be SAFE, COURTEOUS, AND RESPECTFUL with
one another as we manage our back to school jam in and around
our school!

Many of our students are "Choosing Love" and
modeling Courage, Gratitude, Forgiveness,
and Compassion in Action. Please continue to
encourage them and discuss with them the
ideas behind our "Choose Love" program, and
feel free to access resources for families
at www.jesselewischooselove.org.

1. There is NO PARKING in the school parking lot except for the
marked handicapped stalls.
2. Curbside is for drop and go only. DO NOT park your car along
side the curb.
3. The hashlines along Oli Loop indicate no parking areas.
4. HRS indicates that parking in a culdesac is prohibited.
5. Our main cattle gate to the parking lot is closed at 1:45 and
reopened after the bus leaves about 2:15 p.m. daily. (Wed gate closes at 1:00 p.m. and reopens at 1:30 p.m.)

Thanks,
Neil Blomberg, Vice Principal

Thank you for putting safety as your primary goal as we work
together during drop off and pick up times!

Got ideas?

LET’S HEAR THEM!

Go to our website WWW.KANOELANI.ORG and click on the Got Ideas
link to share your ideas with Principal Kunihisa.
How do we improve… your classroom?
Recess? The Cafeteria? The School?
We want to hear your voices! YOU can help make a difference!

Kanoelani Craft Fair
October 19, 2019
9 AM - 1 PM
Interested vendors
applications are in
the office or
please call 307-3800.

Continuous Notice of Non-Discrimination
The Hawaii State Department of Education
(HIDOE) and its schools do not discriminate
on the basis of race, sex, age, color, natural
origin, religion, or disability in its
programs and activities.
Please direct inquiries regarding HIDOE
nondiscrimination policies as follows:
ADA/Section 504 inquiries: Krysti Sikita,
ADA/504 Specialist;
Title VI, Titile IX, and other inquiries:
Anne Marie Puglisi,
Director, Civil Rights Compliance Office,
Hawaii State Department of Education,
P.O. Box 2360
Honolulu, Hawaii 96804,
(808) 586-3322 or relay,
crco@notes.k12.hi.us.

News from the Office
Lunchroom Reminders
1) Payment receipts will be sent home daily with your child.
2) Meal payments must be deposited (by parent/student) in
collection box in office. Teachers are not allowed to accept
any payments. See below for online payment option.
3) Each student has their own account. When payments are
made make sure to include all names if you have more than
1 child to be credited. There will be no transferring of
money between siblings.
4) Minimum Deposit: $10.00
5) Parents are responsible for keeping their child(ren)’s
account current at all times. The DOE does not have
funding resources to give free food or alternative meals to
students whose parents have neglected to provide a means
to eat in school.
6) Ala carte milk is $.75 regardless of lunch status.
7) Bring own utensil with your lunch.

Breakfast Served Daily - A healthy breakfast is served daily

in our cafe from 7:10-7:40AM. We encourage all
students to start the day with a healthy breakfast to be
ready for the day!!
Lunch Prices
Breakfast
Reduced
Adult BF
Extra Milk

$1.10
$ .30
$2.40
$ .75

Lunch
Reduced
Adult Lunch
Extra Milk

$2.50
$ .40
$5.50
$ .75

MEAL PAYMENTS ONLINE
1) Meal Payment - To help keep your child's meal
account in the positive balance, we suggest you use the
online meal payment system. You can conveniently
manage, monitor, and pay for child's school meal account
at www.EZSchoolPay.com and through the free mobile
app (EZSchoolPay) on your Apple and Android devices.
Payments in the office will also still be accepted.
2) . 2019-2020 Free and Reduced Meal Applications - For
easier and faster results, please submit online
at www.EZmealapp.com. Please do not submit a paper
application if an online application has been submitted.
Thank You.

Your child(ren) will be receiving the Federal
Impact Aid Program Survey Forms on 09/04/19.
Parent/Guardian, please follow the instructions
and return to their teacher the next day.

There will be a procedural change in regards to our
Early Release policy from school. We will allow for
early release from school until 1:45PM (M, T, TH, F)
and until 1:00PM (Wed.). After 1:45PM (M, T, TH,
F) and 1:00PM (Wed.), you will have to pick up your
child(ren) at the end of the school day. Please note
the change and call the school ahead if you are
planning to release your child during school hours.
When paying for your child(ren)s lunch account or
other school activities, please turn in exact cash.
The office does not carry cash to make change.
We appreciate your cooperation with these matters.
Any questions or concerns, please call the office at
(808) 307-3800.

WE > ME
NUT ALLERGY

KANOELANI ELEMENTARY IS A NUT FREE ZONE
We are asking again for your support and understanding. We have
several youngsters that have a SEVERE allergy to nut products that
can be life threatening. Nut products can make their internal organs
swell and block breathing passages. An allergic reaction called
anaphylaxis to food generally occurs quickly, usually within a minute
or two after consumption.
Our staff is working closely with the families to prevent any accidental
ingestion. We would appreciate your help with the following:
1. Please discourage food trading between all students
especially at lunch or snack time.
2. Speak with your child about how everyone is speical
and unique.
3. DO NOT send nut products to school for lunches,
snacks or birthday goodie bags.
Thank you for speaking with your child about how everyone is special
and unique and for your understanding.

NOTICE & REQUEST FOR ACCOMMODATIONS
KANOELANI ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL
If you are an individual with a disability, please
contact our office to make arrangements for accessibility to
school events at least 10 working days prior to the event. Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your request.

New Faces on Campus
Mrs. Tominaga - Vice Principal

Mr. Hopfe - Vice Principal

We have a familiar face back on our campus! She is…
Vice Principal Mrs. Tominaga! Welcome back! Since
some of you may have forgotten, or do not know who
she is, this article that will surely help you remember
who she is on campus! Many of you may be wondering
where she was. Well, she was working at Ewa Makai
Middle School as a Vice Principal. When asked what
made her decide to come back, Mrs. Tominaga said
that the students, staff, parents, and community made
her want to come back to Kanoelani because they are
professional, fun, smart, and creative. She also wanted
to help our school reach our goals. Mrs. Tominaga
became a vice principal because she is passionate
about education and she said that it provides many
opportunities to an individual. As a vice principal she
can help to connect the student to the school, and
home, and can help children achieve their full potential.
Some of Mrs. Tominaga’s hobbies and favorites
include: going to the beach
with her family, shopping,
and watching movies like the
Studio Ghibli movies such as
Spirited Away and Totoro.
Her favorite color is purple,
and some of her favorite
books are the “Narwhal and
Jelly” books which she
enjoys reading to her first
grade son. Now that you’ve
read this article, say hi to
Mrs. Tominaga on campus
and welcome her back!

What a great start to a new school year! We have a
new vice principal, Mr. Hopfe. So far he’s had a
wonderful year! His experience so far here at
Kanoelani Elementary is amazing because he sees all
the wonderful Kanoelani families, and he says that’s
what makes this an awesome school. Do you love to
spend family time with your siblings and parents?
Well, Mr. Hopfe loves to spend time with his family, just
like us. He also enjoys going to the movies and the
beach. He likes all kinds of
ball games for example
baseball, soccer, and
basketball. Mr. Hopfe likes
the support we get in our
school from staff, students,
and families. Do you think
this school is awesome?
Well I do, and so does
Mr.Hopfe! He is so happy to
be here and is excited to
work with students like you!
Welcome to Kanoelani Mr.
Hopfe!

By Arah Lee

By Rya Muraoka

Fridays are Kanoelani
T-shirt Days!
Wear your shirt and
show school pride!

Ms. Kelly - Kindergarten
By Arah Lee

This 2019-2020 school year is welcoming many new teachers to our school! One of them is Mrs. Kelly, who
teaches kindergarten in A-101. Let’s get to know a little bit about her and her
likings. Mrs. Kelly got her education degree at the University of Hawaii West
Oahu with a Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education and an Associates of
Arts degree in Liberal Arts. She started wanting to teach because she says that
it is the most rewarding job and it is the best way to give back to the community.
Mrs. Kelly came here to Kanoelani because her professor spoke extremely
highly of our school because of Mrs. Kunihisa and our variety of subjects. Mrs.
Kelly said she loves the school because of how warm, welcoming, and helpful
the campus is. Mrs. Kelly enjoys hiking, scuba-diving, gardening, and making
crafts. Her favorite book to read to kids is “Under-Pants Wonder-Pants”, her
favorite movie is “The Little Mermaid”, and her favorite color is violet. If you find
yourself around A building that’s most likely where you’ll find Mrs. Kelly!

New Faces on Campus
Ms. Williams - 1st Grade

Ms. Oskey - 4th Grade

There is a familiar face in
A106. Do you know who
it is? She is first grade
teacher, Ms. Williams.
Ms. Williams was
actually already a
teacher here but she left
one year ago to travel
and see the world. While traveling, one of the places
she went was to visit her brother that lives in Kurdistan!
While she was away, she also tried out different jobs.
For example, she cleaned, walked dogs, and she was
a nanny to a boy and taught him English! Even after
trying out new jobs, she decided that she missed
teaching kids. She’s really happy to be back and
teaching at Kanoelani. Ms. Williams enjoys traveling,
going to the beach, drinking coffee, and watching
sports. Did you know she has travelled to all 6
continents except Antarctica? She grew up in
Washington DC with her family, then went to the
University of Hawaii and George Fox University. She
wanted to be a teacher because she wants to help kids
and try to make their learning more fun. We are so
glad you’re back Ms. Williams! Have a great year!

Have you noticed a lot of
new faces this year? One
belongs to Ms. Oskey! She
is one of our 4th grade
teachers. An interesting
fact about her is that she
didn’t always want to be a
teacher. Ms. Oskey first
went to college to be a doctor, but then one summer
she started to work with kids at a park and realized
what she truly wanted to be. So she decided to switch
her career from medicine to become a teacher and
went into the school of education. She loves teaching
and working with kids. She’s really happy she decided
to be a teacher instead. To get her teaching degree she
went to the University of Wisconsin-Madison. There
she earned her undergraduate degree in Elementary
Education. Afterwards, she went to a college at
National Louis University where she got her Masters in
Special Education. Ms. Oskey loves to be outside,
going hiking, and spending time at the beach, but her
favorite thing to do is read. Welcome to the Kanoelani
family Miss Oskey! I think you’ll enjoy being apart of
this big ohana!

Ms. Agar wal - 5th Grade

Ms. Hernandez-Hama - 6th Grade

This year our school has a wonderful new teacher
named Ms. Agarwal. She is from New York City and
also grew up in Connecticut. Another interesting fact
about this amazing new 5th grade teacher is she
graduated from East Marist College which is in New
York! Ms. Agarwal knew that she was going to be a
teacher when she was in the first grade. She decided
to work here at Kanoelani when she met one of the 4th
graders that came to this school. Then, she decided to
move to Waipio Gentry because it was in walking
distance of the school. Her teaching goals are to make
sure everyone has fun while
learning. Her hobbies
outside of work are to walk
her dog, and to watch TV. In
school, she likes to teach by
using inter-active websites,
and learning games. She is a
very nice teacher in the
classroom with students.
Make sure that when you see
her to welcome her and say
“Hi!!!”

There is a new teacher in the 6th
grade. You might call her Ms.
Omi or Ms. Hernandez and she’s
a really cool teacher. Did you
know that she is a former
Kanoelani student? At first her
heart was in nursing but she
decided to become a teacher
because her past experience as
a Summer Fun leader made her
feel like she wanted to work with
kids. She started as a math and reading tutor here at
Kanoelani, and after graduating with a teaching
degree, she became a teacher for 6th grade.
Ms.Hernandez’s says that her experience has been
rewarding during her time here. In two years, she
imagines herself still teaching here because she sees
Kanoelani as so welcoming to everyone and she finds
this job fun. When she was in elementary school, she
looked up to her teachers as role models and now
hopes that her students feel the same way about her
too! Now that you know about Ms. Omi, when she
walks by, give her a wave and a big smile!

By Naomi Manmano

By Rya Muraoka and Ethan Picardal

By Naomi Manmano

By Rya Muraoka

What’s New on Campus
Toy Story 4

By Jahstin Kapua
Did you watch Toy Story 4 this summer? Well, that’s our movie theme for the
year! We choose a movie every year for our theme because Mrs. Kunihisa
wants to find things that connect with students in a fun way! She tries to make
sure that in whatever movie is chosen, the theme of the movie will match our
school’s message, We>Me, and our school brand, “Learn More, Care More, Be
More.” From the movie, we can learn to have the courage to do something that
you haven't done before and to forgive others if you don't know their side of the
story. In the movie, Woody tried to protect Forky because he knew that it was
important to Bonnie. When Forky blew out of the van and Woody decided to
rescue him, that took a lot of courage! Also in the movie, Woody needed to
forgive Gabby Gabby for trying to steal his voice box. He didn't realize that
Gabby Gabby lost her voice and that’s why no kids wanted her. When he found
out her side of the story, he felt compassion and forgave her. If you haven’t had
a chance to see Toy Story 4 yet, go watch it! It’s a great movie!

commitment
5 Promises

By Ethan Picardal
This year, Hawaii State Superintendent Kishimoto came up
with the idea to make 5 promises to all public education
stakeholders and students to make learning interesting and
to teach them a sense of place. So before school started,
here at Kanoelani Elementary, our teachers and even
administration came up with 5 promises to make to each
other and to the students to help our school in many
different ways. Mr. Blomberg has told me that some of
these promises include, to make learning fun, safe, and
interesting for all students. The reason for making these
promises is to make this school better for present and
future students. Mr. Blomberg said that when we all work
together and try our best to make these promises possible,
in the end, there
will be a good
result and it will
make Kanoelani
even better. So
everyday when
you come to
school, know
that our school
strives to be a
better place to
learn and have
fun!

Rainbow Star of the Month
Ms. Ho

By Ethan Picardal
This month our Rainbow Star of the Month is...Ms. Ashley Ho! Congratulations!!!!
This wonderful, second grade teacher is from Mililani, and loves teaching in her
classroom, F102, at this fabulous school. She graduated from Mililani High School
and she likes to teach the children in her awesome classroom with songs, art, and
dancing. Aside from teaching second grade, she is also the advisor of the after
school club, Rainbow Recyclers. Outside of school she likes to read, cook, and go
to the beach. She also has a son named Tytus who is in 1st grade. You may
remember him from last year when he participated in Kanoelani’s Got Talent,
dancing to Bruno Mars. Congratulations Ms. Ho on being the Employee of the
Month and our Rainbow Star!

Campus Closeup
Robotics

By Naomi Manmano
This summer Kanoelani held a Robotics workshop! Before the end of last school
year, some students signed up to participate in a VEX IQ Workshop. The
summer workshop was hosted by the Eagle Scouts. At this workshop we learned
how to build, drive, and code a robot. We also learned how to sketch a robot
design. My favorite part of the workshop was when we played soccer with our
robots. I think that the
workshop was a good
experience to learn and
participate in. This year, in
Kanoelani’s Robotics
program we will work on
teamwork, leadership,
problem solving, and
listening skills. Thanks to
Mr. Cabiara and Mr.
Ogawa, along with the help
of Mr. Arreola and Ms.
Apao, we will also learn
important life skills and
learn to be more efficient in
STEM. The hope is to build
an interest in students to
want to become future
engineers. Robotics is a
great program to learn,
work, and have fun with
your friends at the same
time!

Summer Reading
Challenge Winners

Sebastian Marker (3)

Sage Sevellino (6)

Kanoelani Business Partners
By Lia Sorensen and Arah Lee
Did you know that Kanoelani partners with businesses? By having
business partners it is a way for our school to be connected with the
community. Mrs. Kunihisa says that it is not just the school’s
responsibility to teach kids. Business partners can help by making
learning meaningful, relevant, fun and more engaging. Instead of just
learning about supply and demand, maybe we can go to Costco, (who is
one of our partners), and learn from the managers there. Speaking of
Costco being one of our business partners, did you notice there is a big
banner in the cafeteria that has a list of some of our partners? Some
businesses include: McDonald’s, Alexander and Baldwin, and American
Savings Bank. Having business partners is important in helping us get
more support in order for our school to reach our goals. These partners
have helped us and hopefully more can continue helping us by: hosting
fundraisers, offering funds for learning materials, or even helping out with
tutoring or academies. There are so many ways to help! So, how did we
connect with these community partners? Well, it all started at our Community
Connections breakfast in the school year 2016-2017. We invited businesses to
our school. We had student ambassadors tour the potential partners and ask
them if they would like to partner with us. We shared our vision and the reasons
for wanting to connect with businesses. This September we are hosting another
Business Connections breakfast to hopefully gain more partners to help our
school. So, the overall message? Kanoelani is always looking to change and
improve, and business partners are one way to do that. They give us a chance
to open more doors to our future!

