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GMS has had an outstanding and successful beginning of the school year. Our staff and students have
come back ready to teach and learn.
I have been asked to share a concern during drop-off and pick-up times of the day. Parents are stopping
their vehicles on Sprague to wait for the line of cars to move forward in the circle lane. The line of sight
on Sprague is short at best. Cars are coming around the corner with little time to react to cars blocking
Sprague. A bumper or rear end of a car is just as hazardous and maybe more so. If you cannot safely
move your car completely off of Sprague Avenue, you need to move around the last car and go into the
parking lot or down Tshirley out of the way of the traffic on Sprague. I know this might be an inconvenience, but safety is a must for you and those using Sprague Avenue. I appreciate your concern for everyone’s safety.
GRRR: Our students have r etur ned r eady to lear n. They ar e tr eating each other with r espect and
cooperation. We began our year with students going around the school by classes reviewing our expectations in the commons, bussing, hallway, and bathroom areas. At our beginning of the year assembly, students heard about GRRR and were reminded what it stands for Goodwill, Respect, Responsibility, and
Readiness. Our students ar e showing all of these tr aits daily.
World Character Day: GMS celebr ated Wor ld Char acter Day on Wednesday. Our students in all
classes watched videos, did activities, and made posters using the 12 Character Traits from PACE. Individual posters were selected to make into ceiling tiles for the hallways. Several teachers and students will
be making the tiles this week and putting them up in our hallways. The tiles will remain up in the halls
throughout the year. The character traits posters will be displayed throughout the year in connection with
our Student of the Month Program and PACE Character Traits of the Month. Thank you to the staff and
students for making this a special day.
Back to School Night/SBAC Test Scores: Thank you to par ents who wer e able to attend Back to
School Night. It was well attended. We handed out student SBAC information. We mailed all remaining
SBAC forms home on Friday, September 28th. If you haven’t seen your students scores, contact GMS at
558-4860.
Progress Reports: Our fir st pr ogr ess r epor ts ar e Thur sday, October 11th. The quarter will end on
Wednesday, November 7th. The unique aspect of quarters at the middle school is they will not be combined with second quarter grades to make a semester grade. The middle school will have four grades; one
for each quarter.
Conferences: October is also middle school confer encing month. The staff is in the pr ocess of planning for conferences. We love that parents and students want to come to conferences. It is an excellent
opportunity to touch base with a couple of your students teachers. Please see below for more information about conferences. Conferences are October 23-26.
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PowerSchool: In order to make access to your student’s information easier, CVSD switched to a new student information system, PowerSchool. It is a web-based application that allows parents and students to log into a secure account from home, school,
work, or mobile devices. PowerSchool allows access to student attendance for all grade levels and for secondary grades realtime assignments and grades with the ability to email teachers and more. This will help students to stay on top of assignments,
give parents more options to participate in their children’s progress, and provide teachers with ways to better share information
with parents and students. For families with multiple children, PowerSchool offers a single sign-on option, allowing parents to
create one account to access information for each child.
PLEASE NOTE: You will need your STUDENT ID number and birth date. (Student IDs have not changed, which students
may already utilize. Secondary students utilize their student ID for computer login at school. Older elementary students may also know their ID, for younger students you may contact your school for the ID next week when you can use this to access attendance info. Your Student ID will also be on your student information form that will come home the first day of school.)
https://cvsd.powerschool.com/public/
Our records indicate about 60% of our population has had their account accessed since the beginning of school. That means
40% of you are missing out on some very valuable information. Please take the time to set up your account. Setup procedures
are included in the attachments. Please call our office at 558-4860 if you have nay questions or would like some assistance.
Teachers are posting updated grades weekly. Projects and writing assignments may take a little more time to post due to the
amount of time it takes to get these corrected. This is a great way to be informed on how your student is doing in school.
PTA General Meeting and Dance:
 The next PTA meeting will be held on October 9th @ Greenacres Middle School.
The general meeting is open to all members. It will begin at 6:00 PM at Greenacres Middle School in
the commons area.
 The Family Halloween Dance is on October 26th from 7:00 to 9:00. This is a participatory event for all to dress in their Halloween best! We would love to see you all there. Our PTA dances are family events and fundraisers for school. Parents attend with students. The school dress code does apply.
Student Directory Information and Opting Out for media releases and other information: The Centr al Valley School
District has an Opt Out Form for Student Internet Access, District and News Media, Directory Information, and Requests by
Military Recruiters. The form has a box by each area that can be checked if parents want that information withheld. The form
needs to be done annually. Copies can be found in the forms folder located by the entrance to our building or at www.cvsd.org
under parent resources.
School Improvement Planning (SIP):
Our School Improvement Plan is a major focus for the school year. At GMS, we work with our building leadership team, staff,
and PTA parents to develop a comprehensive plan that is focused on enhancing our school culture that includes continual learning by all.
We are committed to improving student learning not only on state standardized tests, but in day to day growth in our classrooms.
Building the capacity of our collaborative teams through a purposeful community approach will positively affect everything else
we do.
GMS reflects on our SIP by looking at data and changes in the needs of our students. Our leadership team works with the staff to
identify areas of focus. We will use some time on the Learning Improvement Day to clarify our goals and focus for the year.
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Middle School Conferences will be October 23-26: Students will be r eleased ear ly on those four days at 12:30.
Conferencing Days and Times:
Oct. 23rd Tuesday
1:00 to 3:00
Oct. 24th Wednesday 1:00 to 3:00
Oct. 25th Thursday 1:00 to 5:30
**Conferencing paperwork will be coming home with your student. We require that you fill it out and return it. Please mark the
time you would like to attend conferences as well as one or two teachers you would like to see. Our fitness/health and exploratory staff are more available for drop-in conversations if you would like to touch base with one of them. This preplanning will allow staff to plan accordingly the number of parents that will be attending conferences at any given time.
Conferencing Details:
 Middle school conferences are different than elementary conferences. Most teachers at the middle level teach 90-130 students a day. It is impossible to have a conference that provides one-on-one time with each of your student’s teachers.
Our staff has a total of 8 ½ hours of conferencing time. At 10 minutes per conference, the average teacher can speak with 45-50
families; providing we remain within the 10 minute maximum conferencing time.
What can you expect?
 To be able to meet with one or two teachers
 To have 7 to 10 minutes of conversation with those teachers
 Teachers prepared to discuss grades, homework, successes/challenges, helpful hints to providing support for student learning
What if I feel I need to meet with more than one or two teachers?
We offer Student Study Team opportunities (SST). These are pre-arranged meetings with teachers, a counselor, maybe administrators, parents, and students to discuss student issues. We try to meet before school @ 7:35. If this is something you feel you
need, contact one of our counselors to set-up a meeting. Janet McDonald or Jennifer Ashlock 558-4860.
My student is doing really well in school! Do I have to attend?
We want to offer the opportunity for all families to attend conferences and meet with teachers. There is a sense of accomplishment for students, parents, and staff with successful learning.
If you are involved with checking your students work in PowerSchool on a regular basis, feel communication with staff and
school is working well, and there really isn’t a need at this time to touch base with staff, then mark the appropriate box on the
sign-up form indicating you do not require a conference at this time.
On-Line information: Our Web page and Facebook page has a lot of infor mation for par ents. PTA news, this newsletter ,
upcoming calendar of events, sports schedules, and much more can be found at our site. Please take a moment to check it out. If
you have suggestions for more information, please let us know by contacting the school at 558-4860 or by Email (Andrea Wilson awilson@cvsd.org or Kim Scott at kscott@cvsd.org).

Reporting Student Absences: Please call the attendance hot-line (558-4870) when a student will not be in attendance. This
saves the attendance secretary time from needing to call home. Also, when we start seeing a high number of absences, the secretaries are instructed to try and identify symptoms in order to identify possible patterns of illnesses. This information would be
requested by the health department if we have 10% of our student body absent. It also allows us to pass on general information
to you that will help you keep your child from getting sick or passing it on to someone else.
Parking at Events: Please be consider ate of the people who live ar ound the school. Our spor ting events, concer ts, and
school activities can present parking issues for our neighbors. Please leave adequate space for the residents to pull in and out of
their driveways. It will be appreciated by our neighbors as well as the office staff.
Vern DiGiovanni, Principal
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Social Networking, Digital Safety & Cyberbullying—A Tip Sheet For Parents
“Back when I was a kid…, things were different.” Yes, they were.
And because they are, we are often asked for tips and resources for keeping young people safe in our rapidly changing
digital world. As you read through these tips, note that many of them are NOT technology oriented. That’s because
many of the issues young people face are very much the typical social-emotional, growing up issues which we faced in
the past. However, today, they are now infused with and magnified by technologies.
1. Talk to your kids. The fir st, best piece of advice: keep the lines of communication open. Ask questions about
things
you don’t understand. For some great conversation starters, check
Questions Parents Should Ask Their Children About Technology
(http://cyberbullying.us/questions-parents-should-ask-their-children-about-technology ).
2. Listen to your kids. Learn their lingo. Also listen for the names of websites and apps which they may be accessing.
Different ages, different schools, different social groups often use social networking sites – many of which you have never heard of! Build that into your talks.
3. Sign a contract. Be clear. Be straightforward. Establish the expectations and rules by which you and they will use
their technologies. This Technology Use Contract is a sample you can adapt.
(http://www.cyberbullying.us/technology_use_contract_2014.pdf )
4. Check. As part of your contract, let them know that you will check on their activities from time to time. Know, too,
that you may not have knowledge of nor access to all their personal sites. (See #2.)
5. Filter. Block. Monitor. Use whatever filtering, blocking or monitoring software you have and are comfortable with.
However, do not rely of these technological tools. Remember, digital safety issues are social, developmental, human issues. Also remember, kids are savvy enough to work around the software tools!
6. Teach appropriate online behavior. Respect, honesty, personal values in “real” life should be reflected online. Savvy
as young people are, they often do not consider the speed at which things occur, the very public nature of life online, the
permanency of their posts and pictures, and the fact that, once posted, nothing can be taken back. They also need to understand that they are not anonymous! Whatever is spilled on the internet cannot be swept away.
Check A Student’s Guide to Personal Publishing
(http://people.uwec.edu/patchinj/cyberbullying/students_guide_to_personal_publishing.pdf).
7. Watch for warning signs. Be aware of signs of distress related to tech use: anger, fear, talk of violence. Be aware of
names of new “friends”, or the absence of known friends, becoming withdrawn or obsessively online. Watch for signs of
secrecy – beyond the norm. Watch for disrupted sleep patterns.
8. Model appropriate behavior, yourself. Do you send inappropriate messages or pictures? Do you text while driving?
Do you tease, harass or otherwise torment others? Young people watch us, and learn from what they see us doing.
9. Talk among yourselves. Talk with your kids’ friends’ parents. Talk within your community. Talk to your
school. Create a parent support group. Sometimes, a young person will share with someone else what they wouldn’t
share with their own parents.
10. Remember, and this is ver y impor tant, most young people ar e perfectly safe online most of the time. They

are doing amazing things. Creating rich communities. Living with great, self-generated rules and protocols. But
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sometimes, they do need us.

These are links to documents and sites designed to help adults better understand what social networking is and how
to use it safely. They can also help adults to more easily talk with youth about appropriate behaviors and safety issues,
and to be better prepared to be help when necessary.


A Parents' Guide to Cyberbullying (PDF) http://www.k12.wa.us/safetycenter /Inter netSafety/pubdocs/
AParentsGuidetoCybebullyingCon nectSafely.pdf



A Parents’ Guide to Cybersecurity (PDF) http://www.connectsafely.org/wp-content/uploads/securityguide.pdf



A Parents' Guide to Facebook (PDF) http://www.k12.wa.us/safetycenter/InternetSafety/pubdocs/
AParentsGuidetoFacebook.pdf



A Parents’ Guide to Instagram (PDF) http://www.connectsafely.org/wp-content/uploads/instagram_guide.pdf



A Parents’ guide to Snapchat (PDF) http://www.connectsafely.or g/wp-content/uploads/snapchat_guide.pdf



Family Online Safety Guide (PDF) http://now.symassets.com/now/en/pu/images/Promotions/onlineSafetyGuide/
FamilyOnlineSaf etyGuide_4thEd_Final.pdf o Links to document in multiple languages

Other Family-Focused Links:


ConnectSafely
http://www.connectsafely.org/



Cyberbullying Resource Center
http://cyberbullying.us/



Facebook Family Safety Center
https://www.facebook.com/safety



Family Online Safety Institute
http://www.fosi.org/



NetFamilyNews
http://www.netfamilynews.org/



OSPI School Safety Center – Cyberbullying & Digital/Internet Safety
http://www.k12.wa.us/Safetycenter/InternetSafety/default.aspx

Image from : http://www.dangerpoint.org.uk/about/programmes/internet-safety/
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Parent or Guardian of 4th-12th Grade Students:
In 1988, the Washington State Legislature directed that a program of prevention education be presented annually to public school students beginning at grade 5 and continuing through grade 12. At each grade level,
Central Valley School District offers programs developed with the assistance of parents, educators, medical
experts, and community members.
The annual meetings have been scheduled to provide an opportunity for parents to preview this program.
Please note: The parent preview meeting dates listed below are the only dates scheduled for the entire
school year. Teachers may teach the curriculum anytime throughout the year, but many elementary teachers elect to wait until spring. Previewing the curriculum may also provide an opportunity for you and your
student to have meaningful family discussions – both before and after the classroom presentation.

Grade 4: Parents will also have an opportunity to review the Human Growth and Development program
beginning in grade 4 at the same meetings. While the state of Washington requires parents to preview the
HIV / AIDS curriculum before requesting exclusion for their child, preview is NOT required to exclude your
student from the 4th grade Human Growth portion of this curriculum. Parents of students in grades 5 – 12
are required by state law to review curriculum before opting out.
DATES OF PARENT PREVIEWS FOR THIS SCHOOL YEAR
Wednesday

October 24

Middle and High School
Bowdish Middle School
6:00-7:30 p.m.
21009 S. Skipworth Rd.

Wednesday

November 14

Elementary School
Professional Development Center 6:00-7:30 p.m.
1512 N. Barker Rd

Questions about the health education and HIV /AIDS prevention programs may be directed to Ali Bartlett at
558-5711 or abartlett@cvsd.org.
We look forward to meeting you at the Parent Preview Evenings.
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GMS LIBRARY
NEWS OCTOBER
2018

Scholastic
Book Fair
runs October
22-26

GMS Great Summer Read 2018
Mrs. Kirsch and Tyler Agnew won the $25.00 Barnes and Noble Gift certificates! Congratulations! The book
that was most read this summer was Harry Potter. There’s still time to vote for your favorite Great American Read on PBS. Check it out and vote!
https://www.pbs.org/the-great-american-read/vote/

September was Library Card Month
Did you know that a library card is free and opens up a multitude of free services such as eBooks and Audiobooks as well as Live Homework Help? Get yours today. See Mrs. Holm or visit your local public library.

40 Book Challenge
Again this year, students are setting their personal goals for reading. You can support your child by:
Reading a book they are reading and talking about it
Taking them to get a library card at their local library
Modeling a reading life
Please feel free to email me or call for help with the reading needs of your child. Cherie Holm
cholm@cvsd.org or 558-4873
Our Library has a new 3D Printer
Opportunities to learn about 3D printing will be in the morning before school and possibly after school in
November. Students can sign up in our library.

Keep reading
and learning!
Mrs. Holm

7

STUDENT OF THE
MONTH
Our Student of the Month program enables
staff to recognize the students who exemplify certain character traits. Each month
we will have a different criteria that needs
to be met.
All of the students who are selected are
treated to a pizza/sundae party
at lunch time. There will also be
a Student of the Month breakfast
for students, parents, and staff.

The students of Greenacres Middle School have
been invited to participate in The HUB 360 AfterSchool Program. For our students, the program

meets every Tuesday and Thursday from 3:00 6:00 PM. HUB Staff will mentor students with their

Sue Gairson,
Student of the Month Coordinator

school work, teach students about healthy living,
and provide an opportunity to experience a variety
of sports. The cost is FREE and transportation will
be provided to The HUB after school. Parents are

ATTENDANCE PHONE
558-4870

responsible for picking up their student at 6:00

Our attendance line is available
24/7.
If your student will be absent or
late to school, please call to let
us know.

PM. For our students, the program will start on
Tuesday, October 2 and is limited to the first 15
students. You can find additional information
about The HUB on their website:
www.hubsportscenter.org or by calling 927-0602.

Due to changes in the Math is Cool Schedule
Practices will be as follows:
7th/8th Grade
6th Grade
Tuesday Mornings
Wednesdays After School
7:00 to 7:50 AM
2:45 to 4:15 PM
-Starting In NovemberAll practices are in Room 113
There will be a combined
th
6 through 8th grade tournament
in late January
If you have questions contact Mrs. Dempsey
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Spirit Service Club
Information for our October meetings:
October 11th
October 18th
Art room 121
2:45-4:00 -- Make sure you have a ride home.
October 23rd – 25th – Only for students who’ve volunteered to pass out flyers. 1pm-3pm

Halloween Candy
Spirit Service Club is partnering with Shriners Hospitals for Children in Spokane for this
month’s community service project. We are making bags and filling them with candy. These
treats will be delivered to our local Shriner’s hospital before Halloween. Come to room 121
for candy requirements.
*Candy donations to send to Shriners hospital need to be in by Oct. 19 th. See Miss Foster if
you have questions.

Greenacres Giving Tree
I know it’s early to be thinking about the holidays, but conferences are
the only time we get all the parents and students in the building together.
During conferences this year Spirit Service Club will be doing a giving
tree to benefit families in need during the holiday season. These could
be families who have dealt with losing a job, a major illness, or who
have fallen on hard times. If you or a family you know have experienced any of these hardships, please contact one of our counselors, Janet
McDonald, 558-4867, jamcdonald@cvsd.org or Jennifer Ashlock, 5584878, jashlock@cvsd.org to be considered for our giving tree.
HOW IT WORKS: The counselor s will contact families to see what the needs are for the
household. The Spirit Service Club will make ornament tags to put on a tree, each marked
with a specific need of the family. During conferences the tree will make its debut, and families will be encouraged to take an ornament tag. If you choose a tag use your shopping skills
to purchase the item, wrap it with the tag attached, and return it to the office by December 7 th.
The tree will be set up at concerts and in the school, so grab a tag whenever it is convenient
for you. Money donations are also welcome through the office. Whether large or small, thank
you for any help you can provide to ensure that these families have a happy holiday season.
Please contact Miss Foster (nfoster@cvsd.org) with any questions.
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-October5- Muffins for Moms, 7:30am
9- PTA Mtg, 6pm
11- Dine Out With PTA @
Pizza Hut (Sulivan Rd)
4-8pm

We thank so many of you for joining and signing up to volunteer for all
the events! Please consider attending our meetings as your voice and
vote matter and influence where we spend the wonderful donations you
have provided for our school. You also can be kept updated on what is
going on in the district as we get ready to hear about the boundary
change and about the new middle school opening next year.
Our next meeting will be a general meeting. Our PTA secretary has resigned so we have temporarily appointed an acting interim secretary
Michelle Acton-McArdle. If you are interested in the position you may
contact the President for more information or you may attend our Tuesday the 9th of Oct meeting, at 6 pm and be nominated, or nominate
yourself from the floor. Also the budget and Dance items will be addressed.

22-26 Book Fair
26- Halloween Costume
Dance, 7-9pm
31- Donation Drive Raffle
Drawing cut off

GMS PTA Board
President
Michelle Bartholomew
tmbart316m@hotmail.com
Vice-President
Aimee Fiala
Interim Secretary
Michelle Acton-McArdle
Treasurer
Barb Hormel

Our Dine out Night at the Sullivan Rd Pizza Hut will be
held Thursday the 11th. Please bring in the Pizza Hut
flyer attached to the newsletter email in order for your
purchase to be credited to GMS and share the extra
with a friend.
Money raised will help support our budgeted items like
Math Is Cool, Science Olympiad and our Dances. Hope to see you there!

Please continue to send in your box tops. Remember that for every 50
box tops your child receives a certificate for a slushie. The drop off box is
in the front office.
Box tops must be complete with a non- expired date
to count. Many of the ones collected last year were
past the date or the date had been torn off. These
cannot be sent in as we will not receive credit for
them. No box tops were counted last year so all bags
left in the office collection bin have been noted and
the students will receive their certificates for these
this month.
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October 2018
Sun

Mon
1
6th grade
X-Country
2:40-4:30

Tue
2

Wed
3
6th grade
X-Country
2:40-4:30

Thu
4

Fri
5
Muffins For
Moms 7:308am

Sat
6

Picture
Retakes
7

8
6th grade
X-Country
2:40-4:30

9
PTA Mtg 6pm

10
6th grade
X-Country
2:40-4:30

11
PTA Dine out
@ Pizza Hut
4-8p

12
Teacher LID
Day

Sports Mtgs
8:15a

NO SCHOOL

13

Spirit Service
Progress Reports
Club 2:45-4pm
14

21

15
6th grade
X-Country
2:40-4:30

16

17
6th grade
X-Country
2:40-4:30

18

22

23
B O O K

24
F A I R

25

6th grade
X-Country
2:40-4:30

6th grade
X-Country
2:40-4:30

6th grade
X-Country
2:40-4:30

19

20

26

27

Spirit Service
Club 2:45-4pm

Halloween
Dance 7-9p

STUDENT CONFERENCES– Early Release 12:30
28

29
Volleyball &
Wrestling
Practices
Begin

30

31
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