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Congratulations to SJR Class of 2019

By Aidan Woods ‘22

Saint Joseph Regional held its 54th graduation ceremony on
Sunday, June 2. The prelude of the graduation was sung by
Luke Berninger, who also sang “Bright Star” from the winter
musical. As the 105 graduating seniors entered the gymnasium to “Pomp and Circumstance,” they were greeted by
sights of friends and family already seated. Patrick Buckley
sang the National Anthem and the ceremony began shortly after. The ceremony was highlighted by speeches from
the class valedictorian Alexander Maleski and salutatorian
Matthew Mazzei, as well as the commencement speech by
alumnus Dr. Alec Galimore ‘82. Dr. Gallimore is the Robert
J. Vlasic Dean of Engineering at the University of Michigan.
This was President Barry Donnelly’s last year working at
Saint Joe’s after 43 years at the school. Mr. Donnelly was at
every school function and impacted the lives of thousands
of students. Mr. Donnelly not being at school next year will
be a big change for the underclassmen and his presence will
be missed dearly.
As their tassels were turned from right to left, the graduates recalled four years of incredible memories. The Class
of 2019 leaves a legacy filled with success in academics,
athletics, and extracurricular activities. As they prepare
for college, they will remember not only lessons learned,
but the important friendships and bonds they made at SJR.
The seniors were emotional for their
last few days of school. They knew
that this was it; this was going to be
the last time they spent together as
SJR students. They always enjoyed
the company of their classmates and
now they are moving on to their new
colleges for a new beginning.
There were many amazing student-athletes in the Class of 2019,
made obvious by the schools they are
attending at the NCAA level. There
are twenty-eight students that are
playing at the next level including
Sammy Alvarez (NC State), Howard
Cross (Notre Dame), Gavin Sharkey
(Harvard), Josh Rodriguez (Rutgers),
Eric Stoeckel (Brown), Smith Vilbert
(Penn State) and Jake Yoffee (Amherst). Following the ceremony, the
graduates embraced and families and

friends took pictures, while enjoying a reception. People
were soaking in every last second that they had at Saint
Joe’s because of all of the amazing memories that they have
had over the last four years. While the graduates will surely
miss their time at SJR, they are certainly excited for college
and the future. They have been prepared tremendously to
succeed in college and life.
“Saint Joe’s is different, you can’t explain the feeling of walking into school every day and not knowing what is going to
come your way, and I feel very prepared for what’s to come
in college due to all of my experiences here,” said Gavin
O’Sullivan. There will be Green Knights leaving their marks
on many other amazing schools across the country from
schools like Villanova, West Point, Lafayette, Delaware and
William and Mary just to name a few. There are graduates
staying close to home at various NJ schools and some traveling as far west as Santa Clara University in California.
In total, the 105 members of the Class of 2019 earned nearly
$18 million in scholarship offers ($17.84M), an average of
$171,428 per student. Additionally, 87% of the class earned
at least one scholarship offer! As yearbooks were distributed, it was easy to see the lasting impact that the class of 2019
will leave on SJR. The memories of school spirit, achievement, and brotherhood will forever highlight the Class of
2019’s career.

Photo by Karyn Ochiuzzo

Kieran Woods, Owen McGilligan, Luke Berninger, Rory Finn, and Ryan Tuttle pose
with Assistant Principal of Academics, Mr. David Stoto.
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College Board Changes Scoring System

tem (backed by most demographers) is that
most high schools and neighborhoods in the
United States are not terribly diverse economically.

By Gavin Hughes ‘20

In early May, millions of students across the US lined-up
to take the SAT. The standardized test is administered and
created by the College Board. The College Board is responsible for creating and grading the SAT every year. This test
is an essential part of a high school students college application process. The College Board, however, has run into
some trouble in the past month. Before the test in May, the
College Board announced that they had been testing a new
“Adversity Index”, a test that would be designed to weigh
SAT scores in the context of a student’s socioeconomic
advantages and disadvantages.
This new way of testing is a sample for how the College
Board may score SATs in the future. The College Board
hasn’t officially announced this new method of testing
students, but it seems probable that we might see this in the
coming years.
Scott Jaschik from Inside Higher Ed wrote, “These patterns
have been cited by the growing number of colleges that
have dropped requirements that all applicants submit SAT
or ACT scores. And many admissions experts expect that
number to grow if the current lawsuit against Harvard University’s affirmative action policies leads to new legal limits
on the right of colleges to consider race in admissions.”
Jaschik mentions many reasons why this is important and
effects college admissions as a whole. As it relates to “Test
Optional” Schools have become more and more common
every year, the SAT and the College Board might be trying
to retaliate against this change in US college admissions.
The way the “Adversity index” works is that the College
Board is able to produce the index based on information
about neighborhoods. An underlying theory of the sys-

“Among the factors that would go into the
adversity index are some that are economic
(proportion of students at a school who are
eligible for free or reduced lunch), that reflect
economic challenges (housing instability)
and educational status (percentage of students who go on to college).” (Jaschik) This
plan of basing SAT scores and curves based
on information that shouldn’t be necessary
for a “standardized test” might not be as
effective as the College Board believes it can
be. The College Board shouldn’t be factoring
in socioeconomic status because no matter
how old students are, if they want to score well on the SAT,
need hours of practice for the test to become mildly prepared for this three and a half hour test.
As a student that has experienced first hand the preparation
that comes with taking the SAT this past year; I can directly
relate to this change. But even though the College Board has
been under lots of pressure do to Lawsuits and Test Optional schools, the company recently came under more scrutiny
after they admitted to an error that took place on the Math
Calc. Section on the May 4th SAT.
Even though the College Board had admitted to this error,
the problem arose when Adam Ingersoll (Founder of
Compass Educational Group) realized how hard it was to
spot the error. Ingsroll stated, “Well. Let’s be specific: it was
spotted by a $200/hour Compass tutor working with a kid
at a $44k/year private school in a painstaking review of his
May SAT as part of an exhaustive process…” (Ingersoll)
This quote is sums up why the college admissions is broken. The College Board has created a monopoly on college
admissions with the SAT and we are all suffering for it.
Please email Letters to the Editor to sjrguardian@sjrnj.org
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Mr. Krenn Says Goodbye to SJR

By Ryan Collins ‘20

For the past eleven years, Mr. Krenn has served the Saint
Joe’s community as a guidance counselor. With his lighthearted attitude, he has brightened the days of thousands
of students. He will be greatly missed in the school and will
always be remembered as a favorite among students.
What first drew you to SJR?
I could have been the first graduating class from Saint
Joseph in 1966. I ended up attending an all boys Catholic
school in Manhattan instead. I always wondered what it
would have been like being the first class to graduate from
a high school. When I saw a job advertised for a guidance
counselor at SJR, I rushed to get my application in as fast as
I could.
How long have you been involved with education?
I began my teaching career at Northern Valley at Old
Tappan in 1970. I was transferred to NV Demarest in 1976
and remained there for many years. After thirty eight years,
nineteen in teaching and nineteen as a counselor, I retired
from public education and came to SJR, where I have enjoyed the last eleven years here.

What made you want to become a guidance counselor?
I always wanted to help students the way my teachers and
coaches helped me in high school. They say if you enjoy
what you do, you don’t work a day in your life. I have enjoyed getting up each and every day and coming to school. I
really feel in my heart that I have helped many students over
the years and that has been my reward.
What were your favorite aspects of your job at SJR?
Working with the administration, the staff, the parents and
the students to enable them to achieve their goals. It has
not always been a smooth journey. There have been many
bumps in the road, but overall it has been a very satisfying
and rewarding experience.
What will you miss the most?
I’ll miss my coworkers. Mr. Donnelly and Mr. Bruno certainly, but most of all Ms. Scova, Brother John, Mr. Stoto
and Mrs. DiFiore have brightened up my days here at Saint
Joseph. They have made my job a pleasure and I’ll miss
them the most.

What is your favorite moment spent at the school?
Over the years, I have really enjoyed the graduations.
I take a great deal of pride
knowing that I have helped
young students move on
with their lives and grow and
mature. Watching them being
accepted into college and get
excited about life after high
school has been very fulfilling
for me.
What are you looking forward to most about retirement?
Traveling, spending more
time with the family, enjoying more time at the beach
and volunteering for certain
organizations that I have
been involved with over the
past several years. I’d also
like to try some things that
are completely different from
education. I’ll figure it all out,
but the good thing is, I’ll have
plenty of time to do it.

Photo by Chris Flug ‘20
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Green Knights Attend Marist Youth Gathering
After explaining to the students that sometimes you have to
trust and go the extra mile in order to allow love to flourish,
he finished with the statement “love is effectively willing the
true good of the beloved.”
The second keynote of the weekend was given by Valerie
Savino, Lay Marist and Principal of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel School in the Bronx. She stared by explaining that
“sometimes you’re too busy giving love to those in need, you
don’t leave any for yourself.” She shared how the people in
her life are living examples of Marist apostleship. Val closed
by saying “that’s where God comes in, he loves us unconditionally.”

By Mr. LoGiudice and Erin Gilbert

On Memorial Day Weekend, over 150 young Marists from
around the USA, Canada, and Mexico were welcomed to
the Marist Brothers Center in Esopus, NY for the 2019
Marist Youth Mission Conference. Throughout Friday afternoon, school groups arrived at the Marist Brothers Center
in Esopus and were greeted by a team of Marist Young
Adults, including SJR grad Colin Medwick ‘17.
After finding their rooms and settling in, students were able
to explore the property and have some fun before dinner.
The conference’s participants met outside in the fields for a
series of icebreaker games including houses and bunnies,
rock paper scissors, pull-ups, elephant tag, and cat and
mouse. These games got everyone loosened up to enjoy the
weekend together.
To formally welcome the group ‘home’ at Esopus and give
an overview of the weekend’s program, Matt Fallon and Br.
Owen Ormsby went over the house rules and schedule for
the upcoming days. Each school group was invited to set
up a table for a school fair, giving students a chance to stop
by each table, gather some swag, and learn a little bit about
each school.
To wrap up the first day, the group gathered in the gym for
an evening prayer titled “Mary, Undoer of Knots” led by
Mrs. Maureen Hagan, Director of Adult Ministry for the
U.S. Province. The next morning on Saturday, Mrs. Hagan
and the Prayer Team, held prayer along the Hudson River
with its beautiful views from the banks of the Esopus property.
Ed Kennedy started the first keynote presentation of the
conference by repelling into the crowd from the ceiling of
the gym! His talk began by him stating “The most important day of your life is the day you are born. The second most
important day of your life is the day you figure out why.”

Throughout the weekend, the Marist Young Adults and Lay
Marists that make up the Marist Music Ministry team entertained the crowd with past year’s theme songs and fan-favorites between activities and presentations throughout the
day. Also throughout the weekend, students were then split
into small groups to discuss the keynotes. They were asked
to discuss things that stuck out or that resonated with them.
Saturday was the perfect night for the entire group to gather
around a campfire for stories about Esopus’ past and s’mores
for a late-night snack! After that, the group headed to the
Marist Brothers’ cemetery for night prayer which centered
on legacy.
On Sunday, the group’s morning prayer was an energizing
dance party out on the fields. And from there, the 19th
annual Champagnat Games began! Congratulations Matt
Fallon on your 19th consecutive win! The conference continued after the games. The third keynote presentation of
the conference was a panel discussion with four young Lay
Marists. Two from the United States, Monica and Daniel,
Julianna from Australia, and Simon from Canada. They
each took turns explaining their connections to the Marist
world and how they live in a Marist way.
A number of Brothers from the Marist Brothers USA Province joined the group for mass celebrated by Fr. Richard
LaMorte. Following mass, Br. Patrick McNamara, Provincial
of the USA Marist Brothers, thanked Br. Owen Ormsby
for spending the last 6 years as Executive Director of the
Marist Brothers Center in Esopus. Thank you, Br. Owen,
for making Esopus feel like home for everyone who has the
opportunity to spend time at the MBCE!
After mass, the group gathered in the courtyard for a dance
and celebration of the weekend. Groups from Canada, Mexico, and the United States all helped add to the playlist with
popular music from each of their regions. After they were
tired from dancing, students had a late-night pizza party
before returning to the dance floor!
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Local Shelter Goes Above and Beyond

Financial assistance with clothing, heating bills, transportation, and back rent
are a few examples beyond helping with
the immediate birth of the child. In fact,
on the day we visited, a sixteen year old
mom had given birth to a baby boy she
named Emmanuel.
Her own mom, who has passed away,
received help from SSS many years prior
for her older sister’s birth. And so, Mrs.
Di Fiore and her team’s compassion continues into the next generation.
SSS has three shelters. Each shelter
accommodates six moms and one house
mom. Also available through SSS are
free ultrasound services with “the Gift of
Hope” mobile ultrasound van. Pregnant
women and their partners are offered the
opportunity to use the mobile ultrasound
services, oftentimes just before making
an abortion decision.

The staff of volunteers at Ramsey’s Several Sources Shelter sacrifices their time and She estimates that they save about 6-9
services to this great cause.
babies a day with this service. In fact, it
is such a powerful tool that it has become
By Quinn Burns ‘21
part of seminarian training to assist them when they are
Mr. LoGiudice’s quarterly alternative assessment in Religion called to counsel struggling pregnant moms.
involved researching organizations in New Jersey handling a
social justice issue and visiting one of them. My partner and SSS is even known in Hollywood. Gimme Shelter, a Ronald
I were assigned to abortion, and after researching many fine Krauss production, is based on a true and inspiring story of
New Jersey organizations, settled on Several Sources Shela young troubled pregnant teen who runs from her abusive
ters (SSS) in Ramsey, New Jersey featured in an acclaimed
mother to find a father she has never known. Pregnant and
film Gimme Shelter.
alone she finds help and shelter and the family she always
sought from Kathy DiFiore and Several Sources Shelter,
The founder, Mrs. Katherine DiFiore, welcomed us with
Ramsey New Jersey. Starring Vanessa Hudgens, James Earl
open arms when we visited the Ramsey location. With
Jones, Rosario Dawson and Brendan Fraser, the acclaimed
much hustle and bustle going on around her, she softly told
film has been viewed in over 55 countries and was screened
us about her mission, calling, and incredible devotion to
at the United Nations on September 11, 2014. A sequel
God. She explained that each day they follow the examentitled Gimme Liberty is planned and will feature SSS in
ple of St. Francis of Assisi, to “make me a channel of Your
Ramsey.
Peace. . . .” In essence, peace is the mission and work of SSS.
A cancer survivor, Mrs. DiFiore is fiercely dedicated to her
Founded in 1981, SSS helps young mothers and their babies calling. She has been praised for her tireless work by lumichoose life offering the very basic need of shelter, education, naries such as Mother Teresa of Calcutta, Cardinal Tobin,
and ongoing support services. Since its inception, they have President Ronald Reagan, and the Apostolic Nuncio of the
saved an estimated a 24,000 babies by helping and supportUnited States, to name a few. Outside the Ramsey shelter,
ing their mothers. SSS commits to assist moms during, as
the United States flag always flies at half-staff, in rememwell after the pregnancy. According to Mrs. DiFiore, they
brance of babies lost to abortion. She vows it will continue
have aided expectant moms ranging in age from 10-35, and to remain in that position until all abortions are eliminated.
also assist women who are homeless, sick and elderly to
It’s a lofty goal but there is no one more blessed and comrestore their dignity. SSS commits to help the mother and
mitted to her calling and to the dignity of life to make such
baby no matter what the issue until the child is 18 years old. a change, even if it’s one baby at a time.
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Junior Prom

Counter-clockwise from top right (All pictures L-R);
Andrew McDermott ‘20, Dan Young ‘20, and Joshua
Negrete ‘20 posing on the boat with their dates;
Gavin Hughes ‘20 hanging out on the docks with his date;
Scott Schnalzer ‘20, Zach Mackiewicz ‘20, and Jimmy
Voorhis ‘20 pictured with the NYC skyline;
A view of downtown NYC from the boat;
Mr. LoGiudice, Mr. Donnelly ‘71, and Mr. Kintish
enjoying the fresh air.
All photos courtesy of Mr. LoGiudice
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Senior Prom

Clockwise from top left (All pictures L-R);
Patrick Fornadel ‘19 pictured at the table with his date;
Mr. LoGiudice joins the gang on the dance floor;
Matt Gibney ‘19 challenges Kevin Davis ‘19 to a dance off;
Anthony Pillie ‘19 and Zachary Kolb ‘19 relax with their
dates;
Rory Finn ‘19 on the dance floor with his date, enjoying the
SJR Senior Prom.
All photos courtesy of Mr. LoGiudice
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Senior Awards Night

Counter-clockwise from top right (All pictures L-R);
Scott Donnelly ‘02 delivers the Aegis Yearbook Editor-In-Chief
award to Aaron Jarmusch ‘19;
Eric Stockel receives the Brian Piccolo award for his teamwork
and dedication to the football program;
Lance Fotino ‘19 is named Scholar of the Year;
Senior participants of SJR Theater are given their respective
performing arts awards;
Valedictorian Alex Maleski ‘19 pictured with President Mr.
Donnelly ‘71.
All photos by Karyn Ochiuzzo

		

The Guardian, Thursday, June 13th, 2019			

Baccalaureate Mass

Clockwise from top left (All pictures L-R);
James Gilhooley ‘19 distributes the host during mass;
Eucharistic Ministers, Connor Tsikitas ‘19, Franklyn Falby
‘19, Kieran Woods ‘19, James Gilhooley ‘19, and Alex Malfa
‘19, pictured behind the Altar;
Justice Welch ‘19 enjoying the festivities with his family;
Jack Zaccaro ‘19, Kevin Davis ‘19, and Connor Tsikitas ‘19,
signing each others’ yearbooks;
Franklyn Falby ‘19 carries the cross in the procession.
All photos by Karyn Ochiuzzo
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Graduation

Counter-clockwise from top right (All pictures L-R);
Owen Mitsinikos ‘19 receives his diploma from Mr. Bruno;
Steve Sanders ‘19 celebrates graduation with his family;
Salutatorian Matthew Mazzei ‘19 and Valedictorian Alex Maleski with commencement speaker Dr. Alec
Gallimore ‘82;
Joseph Connelly ‘19, Dante Zicarelli ‘19, Connor Grieco ‘19,
and Chris Waskas ‘19 posing with Mr. Coppola;
Deron Lama ‘19 shows his pride in his diploma.
All photos by Karyn Ochiuzzo and Scott Donnelly ‘02

		

		

The Guardian, Thursday, June 13th, 2019

Graduation

Clockwise from top left (All pictures L-R);
Steve Sanders ‘19, Socrates Bardatsos ‘19, Justice Welch ‘19,
Zachary Bailey, Joshua Rodriguez ‘19, and Ben Winstead ‘19,
posing together after graduation;
Aiden Grieco ‘19, Chris Waskas ‘19, and Connor Grieco ‘19
pictured with family members;
Mr. Donnelly ‘71 addresses the perspective graduates;
Joshua Rodriguez ‘19 and Zachary Bailey ‘19 shown for the
first time as SJR Alumni.
All photos by Karyn Ochiuzzo and Scott Donnelly ‘02
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SJR Theater Production Recognized By
Paper Mill Playhouse

Photo courtesy of Paper Mill Playhouse

The cast of Saint Joe’s production of Bright Star performed an excerpt from the show in front of Paper Mill Playhouse
judges and a sold-out audience.

By Quinn Burns ‘21
On June 4th , the cast of Bright Star traveled to Paper Mill
Playhouse for the 24th annual Rising Star Awards. For the
first time ever, SJR was one of eight schools to be a final
nominee for “Outstanding Overall Production of a Musical.” As a finalist, SJR was invited to perform at the awards
ceremony. The cast donned their makeup and costumes one
last time to perform the title song “Bright Star” before a sold
out crowd of approximately 1,200 People not including the
thousands of other people who watched the a livestream of
the event.
According to Marc Rivera ‘20,who sang the lead as Billy,
“The Paper Mill Rising Star Awards ceremony appreciates
high school theater and is a rewarding night for all of the
hard work we put into Bright Star. Receiving a nomination
for outstanding overall production and getting the chance
to perform on the Paper Mill stage was a huge honor and
a once in a lifetime opportunity. I enjoyed the cast reunion
that day and getting to perform Bright Star one last time.”
It was a gala, red-carpet evening, with students representing
high schools from all over New Jersey.
A total of sixty-three districts received nominations with
100 schools being represented. SJR received six nominations, with Kassi McMillan as Alice Murphy winning the
final award for “Outstanding Performance by An Actress
in a Leading Role”. Other nominations included Outstanding Performance by a Featured Ensemble Member - Alana

Malanga, Outstanding Achievement by a Director - Eric
Sciotto, Outstanding Achievement in Musical Direction Rick Adams and Ed Ginter, and The Educational Impact
Award. One week later, at the Metropolitan High School
Theater Awards, St Joes’ “Bright Star” shone again. This time
the performance won for Outstanding Chorus. Other Bright
Star Metropolitan nominations included Outstanding Actress in a Leading Role - Sarah Becker, Outstanding Supporting Actress - Chloe Hodnett, Outstanding Chorus - SJR
Bright Star Chorus, Outstanding Male Dance Performance
- John Santino, Outstanding Duet - Zach Mackiewicz and
Sara Becker (“I Had a Vision”), Outstanding Production
Number - SJR Bright Star - “What Could Be Better,” Outstanding Scenic Design - Ryan Howell and Dennis Priestner. Sarah Becker performed “At Last” to the packed crowd.
Rianna LeHane, from our own SJR theater family, won Outstanding Supporting Actress for her role in Once Upon A
Mattress (AHA). She graciously acknowledged the support
she received in this role from SJR’s Luke Berninger in her
acceptance speech. Luke was nominated for Outstanding
Supporting Actor for his part in the same performance. It
was a very successful theater season for the Performing Arts
Program with SJR garnering 6 final nominations and 5 honorable nominations for Bright Star from Paper Mill Playhouse and 7 nominations from the Metropolitan Awards.
Planning is already underway for the 2019-2020 performing
arts season at SJR. Stayed tuned for the performances next
year!
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Saint Joe’s Baseball Concludes Another Season
By Daniel Young ‘20

Saint Joseph’s varsity baseball team made a statement in
their first two games as they beat Paterson Eastside by a
score of 14-1 and Tenafly in a 10-0 blowout. After a great
start, the Green Knights fell 4-2 to Bergen Tech as they only
managed to get five hits. However, they recovered against
West Milford with a 12-0 blowout. This win sparked a four
game winning streak with wins against Marist, Saint Mary’s
and Lakeland. During this stretch, Zach Bailey ‘19 and Sean
Hard ‘21 led the way with a combined 13 hits.
Following the 6-1 start to the season, Saint Joseph’s lost 4
of 7 games against some tough opponents. They lost three
league games, two against Bergen Catholic, and one against
Paramus Catholic. They also lost 9-6 against a talented Saint
Joseph’s Metuchen team. However, they recovered with a big
win against Don Bosco where Andrew Mcdermott ‘20 had
four hits in four at bats. Rich Curran ‘19 pitched six impressive innings and the Green Knights beat the Ironmen by a
score of 4-2.
In the first round of the Bergen County Tournament, Saint
Joe’s defeated Lodi with a 10-0 mercy rule win. Saint Joseph’s scored six runs in a second round win against Ramapo. In the third round (quarterfinals), they faced defending
county champs, Pascack Hills, who defeated Saint Joseph’s
in last year’s county semi-finals.
On May 11, in this year’s county tournament, Saint Joseph’s
faced pitcher Ryan Ramsey, who they faced last year. They
only managed to get three runs, but Jimmy Romano ‘21
pitched an outstanding 6⅔ innings, giving up just one run

and two hits. Saint Joseph’s got revenge and advanced to the
county semi-finals.
The Green Knights faced Rutherford in the Bergen County
Semi-Finals. Rutherford’s pitcher Jacob Gomez and Saint
Joseph’s pitcher Jimmy Romano were dominating until
Sean Hard hit a long solo home run to left center giving the
Green Knights a 1-0 lead. They tacked on two runs in the
seventh and behind two hits from Josh Rodriguez ‘19, the
Green Knights won 3-1 to advance to the county championship against Ridgewood.
On Friday, May 24th, the day before the county championship, The Green Knights played Bergen Catholic in the
first round of states. Rich Curran gave up five runs and the
offense only scored two. It was a difficult way to go into the
Bergen County Championship, but the Green Knight knew
they needed to shift their focus to the big game.
Saint Joseph’s played Ridgewood in the Bergen County
Championship on Saturday, May 25th. The game included
three lead changes after the sixth inning for each team. The
Green Knights went up 4-1 before Brian Skettini of Ridgewood hit a three run home run in the bottom of the third
inning to tie the game.
The Green Knights went up again and took a 7-6 lead, but
Ridgewood rallied for four runs in the bottom of the 6th
inning and won the game 10-7. The Green Knights season
came to an unfortunate end, but many sophomores and
juniors stepped up and showed hope for a bright future.

The SJR baseball squad looks forward to another great year.

Photo by Karyn Ochiuzzo
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SJR Football Heads to California

By Sebastian McChesney ‘20

After winning the New Jersey Group 4, non-public
State championship, the SJR football team is hungry to
go back-to-back. The first step towards winning backto-back championships will be taken in California
- 2,916 miles away - against Junipero Serra Catholic.
As seniors graduate and freshmen come in, it will be
interesting to see who steps up and starts for the Green
Knights football team.
St. Joes is coming off of a dominant 13-0 win against
Bergen Catholic in the state finals. The game made history as St Joe’s handed Bergen its first shutout loss in 28
years. Angelo Guglielmello ‘19 kicked his way into the
record books as he passed the 249 point state kicking
record previously held by Rick Krautman of Ramapo
for 17 years with an extra point in the first half. The
Green Knights look to carry this momentum over to
the 2019 season.
The team will have a whole new look as 15 of the starting 22 players, not including special teams, have graduated. Younger players will have to step up if the team
wants to stay successful. The team looks for leadership
in rising seniors and heavily sought after recruits like

4-star QB Michael Alaimo, 4-star Offensive Tackle
Luke Wypler, 3-star Linebacker/ Safety Elijuwan Mack,
3-star RB Te’Rai Powell, and 3-star Defensive End
Amin Vanover. These players will have to set an example and lead SJR to victory against Jserra Catholic.
Vacant spots in the roster will lead to many position
battles. This includes 4 out of the 5 starting Offensive
line, 6 of the 8 man d-line rotations that was set last
year, 3 starting wide receivers, a corner, a safety, both
the inside linebackers. And the starting TE. In spite
of this, there are many proven sophomore and junior
candidates that are willing to make the jump to a starting role. It will be interesting to see who comes out on
top for the jobs.
The Jserra Catholic Lions are a tough opponent as
they were ranked 7th in California and 17th nationally according to Maxpreps in 2018. The team lost by
a small margin of 7 points to the elite program of St.
John Bosco (California) who was ranked 2nd nationally in 2018. They search for redemption from last year
as they had an early 2nd round exit in the CIF Southern Section High School Football Playoffs to Oaks
Christian. The Green Knights are up for the task as
they look to show the Lions
the full force of New Jersey
football.

This The St Joes vs Jserra
football game will be an exciting game against two powerhouse programs. The Green
Knights will be hoping to
carry their momentum from
last year into this season and
will hopefully go back to
back. Jserra hopes to make
a comeback season after a
disappointing postseason
the season prior. The Green
Knights will have to adapt to
the style of California football that may be different
Photo by Karyn Ochiuzzo
from theirs, but hopefully
The defending state champions will look to show their superior skills in California, and
the can adjust and prevail.
into the next season.

