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walking alone in
the light.”
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SECAUCUS MIDDLE SCHOOL

Back to School Bash!
Secaucus Middle School recently celebrated the start of a
new school year with its annual
Block Party. The students and
teachers enjoyed the great music,
along with the wonderful food.
Some highlights of the night were
playing a rousing game of “Simon
Says” and having an intense
dance battle.

Seeing all the grades come together having fun was fantastic. It set
the scene for a wonderful year here at
SMS. A special thank you must go out
Ms. Palmisano for organizing this event
and to the PTA for generously supplying the food and entertainment. Also,
the help of Ms. Candela, the chaperones ,and custodians was greatly appreciated.

The evening was topped off
with everyone running to the ice
cream truck to enjoy their treats.

Here’s to a great year, SMS!
By: Arghya Trivedi
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SMS Students Take Part in HBO 9/11 Special
On September 11, 2001, a terrorist attack took almost three thousand innocent lives. To this day, we
honor those lives not only by remembrance, but by educating ourselves on what occurred that day and apply it to what is happening today. An assembly took place at SMS on September 11, 2018 to commemorate those we lost, and to sympathize with those who survived.
Aspects that are rarely shared were shown throughout the tragedy’s anniversary at Secaucus Middle School. A curriculum that focuses on the important historical event was put together by Mrs. Heintjes
and Mr. Depice to show resilience, rebirth, and remembrance. This project, known as the Survivor Tree, is
a way to personify our struggles and show our flourishing from everything that tries to drag us down as a
society. This is shown in poetry that is tied to each branch of the tree.
When HBO came across their Survivor Tree project, they immediately contacted Ms. Heintjes and
Mr. Depice asking them to be part of their new documentary that would educate and explore different people’s views and experiences of September 11th. As we watched the screen in the Performing Arts Center,
we not only heard the heartbreaking stories that people shared, but we felt their pain, as it hurt us as a
whole. Those scary, fleeting moments inspire us to live every day like it’s our last, and spread nothing but
positivity and respect to the people around us.
Familiar faces were recognized in the documentary. When HBO came to film it, they asked many
students to participate in the film. Upon asking the students about their experience, we were told how it
was inspiring and extremely educational as it taught them a new side of life. Eighth grader, Oscar Rodriguez, said, “This was truly a life-changing experience as it really gave me insight on what people who
were actually there were going through. The fear, pain, and panic, as well as the togetherness that connected absolute strangers. It felt surreal.” It was just as life-changing an experience for the people in the
audience, as some even said it gave them chills.
An act of hatred, a terrible strain on humanity was put to action on that indescribable day. Learning
about terrible events like this is vital for us to grow as a society. The video that HBO put together inspired
and changed our perspective as they helped us explore stories like the Survivor Tree. They show love can
shine through amid the most abhorrent situations.
By: Cassie Mayer & Areeba Siddiq
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The First Billionaire to Fly to the Moon
By: Ayush Agarwal
Have you ever yearned to visit the moon or even fly past it just to view a close-up glimpse of the majestic object in our sky? Well, the Japanese billionaire, Yusaku Maezawa, will be the one to take the title
“The First Billionaire to Fly to the Moon.” Sometime after 2023, Maezawa will fly around the moon and
back to the Earth in a trip that will span about six days. He will be the first to travel to the moon in almost
50 years.
On Monday, September 17, Japanese billionaire,
Yusaku Maezawa, signed an agreement with SpaceX,
to travel around the moon and back aboard the BFR,
Big Falcon Rocket. Yusaku Maezawa is an entrepreneur who is one of the wealthiest people in Japan because of his two online retail companies, Start Today
and Zozotown. SpaceX, is an aerospace company
founded by Elon Musk, who is also the company’s current CEO. The Big Falcon Rocket is a rocket currently
under development whose main purpose will be
SpaceX’s mission to colonize Mars. The BFR is an enormous rocket that is 35 stories tall with an estimated cost of development of five billion dollars. As expected, Yusaku Maezawa paid a large amount of
money to go on this journey, but Elon Musk did not disclose how much. All he said was, “...he’s paying a
very significant amount of money.”
According to the plans, Maezawa will
travel aboard the BFS, Big Falcon Spaceship, which will be mounted on top of the
Big Falcon Rocket. Yusaku will bring six
to eight artists along with him on the trip
(which is unconventional), but has not
decided which artists yet. This project
was named by Maezawa as #dearMoon.
As exciting and amazing it may seem, the
journey is risky. Some things could go
wrong, leaving the mission unsuccessful.
In fact, according to CNBC, Elon Musk reiterated, “To
be clear. This is dangerous ... it's not a sure thing ...
there are some chances things could go wrong.” However, Maezawa was confident with his decision and
said, “I choose to go to the moon with artists.” Nonetheless, this mission would mark a major test for the BFR
by venturing to the moon with human passengers. If
successful, it would be a significant milestone in
SpaceX’s mission to colonize Mars.
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What’s happening in stem?
The year of 2018-2019 offers many
opportunities in STEM. Are you fascinated
by apps, website design, animation, or
want a chance to engineer robots? This
year’s STEM curriculum offers these four
choices to the 8th grade.
Want to start your very own app?
Apps are a way of the future and support
many large corporations. App design uses
the program Applab, which allows students
to create apps using text or code blocks and
then share it in seconds.
For those who are interested in website design, Hyper Text Markup Language
(HTML) is a program made to turn that
ambition into a reality in a short amount of
time. HTML uses tutorials to guide novice
web designers through the steps needed to
create a publishable website.
Students can also decide to animate
a short game by connecting code blocks
and drawing their own sprites to use on
JavaScript. JavaScript introduces students
to programming concepts that design process computer scientists use daily.
JavaScript’s lessons are also applicable to
more complex programs.
Lastly, robotics instructs students to
build different robots, powered by Arduino
and remote controlled technology. The
main portion of this project requires students to use their knowledge of how the
robots were built to construct one of their
own with a group. This robot can be created to do many tasks and can be tested and
shared with others!
By: Naija Agarwal

PAGE

SMS WORD SEARCH

By: Haley Nowak &
Aarti Advani
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Our new principal, Ms. Candela,
might be stepping into a new position
here as principal, but she certainly is not
new to SMS! We recently sat down with
Ms. Candela to ask her about her new
role:

C

Q: When did you start your career here?
A: I began my career at Secaucus Middle School in 2001. I taught 8th grade
Language Arts for 9 years at SMS and then moved to the high school to teach for
four more years. After that I became the Supervisor of English and Social Studies. This past summer I was appointed as principal of the middle school.
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Q: What have you found most challenging?
A: So far, the most challenging thing was making my way around through the dark
hallways on the day we lost power.
Q: What are your goals for SMS?
A: I will ensure that Secaucus Middle School is a positive, nurturing, and safe
place for students to come to each day. I hope to inspire all students to approach
life with the desire and confidence to excel.
Q: Why did you choose to work here at the Secaucus School District?
A: The schools in Secaucus have always had a great reputation. I knew I wanted
to work in a district that placed a high value on education. I love this town and the
community. As soon as I came here for my interview in 2001, I knew this is
where I belonged.
Q: How was your experience with working at the school district so far?
A: It has been a wonderful and rewarding experience so far.
Q: How do you think the students feel about the new changes and policies that
were made to the school?
A: I think students respect the fact that certain new policies might be strict, but
they are also fair. Spirit Fridays seem to be a change that students and teachers
really love.

****

Congratulations, and Good Luck, Ms. Candela!
By: Aaditya Shroff & Hafsa Ahmed
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Ms. Palmisano Featured on Classroom Close-Up NJ
Recently, Classroom Close-Up, NJ, visited Secaucus Middle School to observe and film the
classroom of Ms. Palmisano, last year’s recipient
of the prestigious Milken Educator Award.
Classroom Close-Up, NJ, is a 15-time Emmy
award winning show that highlights the wonderful
learning that is happening in classrooms throughout New Jersey. It’s no surprise that they zeroed
in on Ms. Palmisano’s unique way of educating
her students. She’s one-of-a-kind!
When asked about her experience of being
featured in the final season of this educational
show, she replied, “Knowing that SMS is a place
filled with so many talented students, and such a
caring faculty, it was easy for me to welcome the
film crew with open arms and much pride.”

She added, “ The filming was an opportunity for
me to show other educators around the state exactly what I do in my classroom with the focus on
Mathematics, as well as outside of my classroom
with the focus on advising several clubs at
school. The best part of the entire filming was
the reactions of my students. They were so
happy to be a part of it and very cooperative.
This alone is enough to remind myself why I love
being a teacher so much and why I strive each
and every day to be nothing but a positive role
model.”
Congratulations to Ms. Palmisano on being recognized in this very special way for her outstanding contributions to education, her students,
and our school.
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She falls, her hand in the sky, her toes in the dirt
Her eyes emeralds, her tears diamonds
Her dress floating in the wind
The Sun’s breathe soothes her
And her heart grows cold with Winter’s touch
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She falls, the blood stains her dress
Ice pierces her heart
Death’s cold fingers comfort her
And the Moon’s tears rain down for her
She is lost, waiting for rebirth
She falls, only to rise up again
Bruised by the sorrow, beaten by the woe
And yet life flows through her veins
Her tears on the iridescent grass
Each blade a reflection of each time
She falls, knowing what is to come
Another time, another echo
Of the ceaseless pain
And all she could think of
Is why

She falls, the Sun exhales
The Moon eclipses with fear
And the grass stems
Destiny stares as Hope begs to Mercy
To save her as She Falls
-Raphael Miquel
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SMS STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN CLUB FAIR
The importance of extra-curricular
activities provided by schools is essential.
Not only do they encourage kids to get off
their screens, joining one can inspire a passion for a new hobby or even a career.
From October 19th to October 20th, Secaucus Middle School hosted its first club fair!
This event took place at the Hall of Champions and showcased all of the Middle School’s
clubs and extracurricular activities! All students from 6th to 8th grade were invited to
attend. Even if they could not join a certain
club because of their grade level, they were
able to get a feel for what the middle school
has to offer!
The upperclassmen volunteered to
showcase their clubs by handing out flyers
and presenting their club’s purpose. There
were plenty of sign-ups. The tables that were
set up included our Patriot Page, S.G.O, Literary Expeditions, Math Club, Computer
Club, Chess Club, Yearbook Club, Character
Club, GSA, Literary Magazine, The Patriot,
and more! Many of the 6th graders were ecstatic to find out about all the opportunities
offered to them that were not available to
them back in grammar school. Now the clubs
are offering t-shirts to wear on our new Spirit
Fridays. This is another great way to spread
word and pride about the clubs and fundraisers that have started up too.
Let’s just say that by the end of the
fair, everyone’s schedules were booked!
Many of the teachers were ecstatic by the
number of students who chose to write, play,
perform, or volunteer for the cause of their
club.
By Sophia Benavente
(See all the clubs available to join on
page 12.)
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SMS 2018 SOCCER TEAMS

GO
PATS!
Girl’s Team: Front: Angelina Rojaz Mia Cruz, Mykaila Harper, Jonnah Castillo, Ava
Mele, Middle: Kaleigh Salvatore, Ava Formisano, Garbriella Romanelli, Katherine Nyguyen, Gianna D’Vanzo, Noelle Calara Standing: Jenna DePaolo, Audrey Youn, Pooja
Parikh, Sofia Hammache, Jana Mamdouh, Alexandra Castillo, Not Shown: Fayza
Mohammad, Isabella Badillo, Jenna DeCecco, Coach: Brittany Yanetti

Boy’s Team: Kneeling: Emmanuel Jiminez, Joseph, Daniel, Jared Daliva, Leo Melis,
Samyan Mangat, Michael Munoz, Vatsal Diwedi, Dev Chandras, Alex Ayala, Ronan
Young, Mohammed Zbib. Standing: Coach David Segro, David , Jaden Bradley, Shawn
Katchula, Joe Alfarano, Younes Abada, Ayush Agarwal, Anay Tillu, Krushay Bhavsar
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SMS VOLLEYBALL
The SMS volleyball team sailed through
this year’s season with a 12-3 record.
Way to go, Patriots!!
What an outstanding effort!

Shown: Team Manager: Oscar Rodriguez, Nicole Rocha, Ava Perez, Carlina Carbone, Gianna
Marin, Daniella Peschetti, Alexa Targi, Samara Jones, Taylor Hartung, Ava Naszimento, Emily
Fearon, Camilla Pimentel, Amayah Jennings, Charlie Blenkley-Tchassova, Not pictured: Coaches:
Danielle Roesing & Aneta Tomaszewski
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JUST FOR LAUGHS...

What did the ground say to the earthquake?
You crack me up
What is the world’s tallest building?
The library because it has the most stories
Why didn’t the sun go to college?
Because it already had a million degrees!
What object is king of the classroom?
The ruler!
Why were the early days of history called the dark
ages?
Because there were so many knights
Why was the students report card wet?
Because it was below C level
By: Maryam Ahmed & Sophia Benevente

SMS Holds Club Fair
Continued from page 9…
Below you will find a copy of all the clubs available to Secaucus Middle School students:
Builder’s Club
Character Club
Chess Club
Computer Club
Drama Club
Environmental Club
Junior Math Club
Literary Magazine-The Patriot
Patriot Pages
Middle School Rock Band
Middle School Concert Band
SAIL
SGO
Technology Club
Theater Club
Yearbook

Track and Field
Soccer
Volleyball
Basketball
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MONARCH BUTTERFLIES SAVED BY STUDENTS
This fall, three eighth graders, and
one sixth grader, made a jaw dropping
discovery by the dumpsters outside
Mr.Mroz’ room. ( I am proud to say that
I was the one who spotted them in the
first place!) By the recycling dumpsters,
there was a patch of milkweed growing
with five healthy caterpillars. We knew
that cold weather was soon to come because we usually do not find caterpillars
out and about in late September or early
October. We thought that it was just a
matter of time before birds, cold weather,
or heavy rains would kill these gentle
creatures.
We were right, the caterpillars would
not have survived the flood that took
place this fall had we kept them there.
With the help of Mr. Mroz, we brought
them inside the school and kept them
safe by putting them in the butterfly net.
A couple days after we brought them in,
they started turning into cocoons.
About a week after, the cocoons
turned dark brown. That meant that the
caterpillars would be hatching at any
time! Once, the cocoons broke and the
butterflies emerged, we took them outside to dry their wings. We let them
go, knowing that we gave something
back to nature by helping five creatures make their way to adulthood. This is a great accomplishment because it is not only five caterpillars we helped, but all the caterpillars that will be born to these five
as well.

The impact of our actions is especially important because Monarch butterflies are actually an
endangered species that are losing their habitat
and breeding grounds every day due to deforestation. These beautiful creatures are slowly vanishing, and now it is up to us to help save them. It
feels good to know that we did our part!
By: Aaditya Shroff
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Medical Mysteries
Patients have been presenting new
puzzling mysteries for doctors and specialists, some becoming famous, like
the reason why NBA player Shawn
Bradley is 7 feet 6 inches tall . Some
less famous, but equally mind boggling
cases can lead to patients suffering for
a long time until a diagnosis is finally
made. However, there are many unsolved cases as well, including that of a
boy who woke up from a coma with
the ability to speak Mandarin without
knowing the language previously. We
may be scratching our heads forever
with that case, but there are many
solved cases that provide explanations
which satisfy our curiosity.
Shawn Bradley did not know
that it was his lucky day when he first
sat down on an airplane next to geneticist John Kauwe. Kauwe said that he
researched Alzheimer’s disease and
genetic traits. When Bradley confided
that he had always been curious about
the genetics behind his height, he
quickly agreed to be part of one of
Kauwe’s research projects. Soon, a
breakthrough in genetics was made,
one that explains Shawn Bradley’s
“height disorder.” It turns out however,
that it is not a disorder, but a combination of many common genes for a
greater height. Because of this unique
combination of “tall” genes, and the
limited amount of “short” genes that he
had, Bradley was unusually immense
in height. In fact, the probability of
anyone being born with this particular
genetic combination was 1 in 10 to the
30th power, according to Kauwe.

Not all of the best mysteries are in
genetics, however, as you will see by examining the case of Courtney Warren, who
had to endure fifteen years of abdominal
pain before diagnosis. The pain had started
in high school, and progressively got worse,
until Yale Medicine doctors were able to
find out the reason for her intense pain. Abdominal pain can be caused by many different factors, but the clue that helped the doctors was Mrs. Warren’s frequent migraine
history. Since the brain and stomach are
closely related in terms of the tissue and
nerves that make it up, they believed there
was a connection between her migraines and
her abdominal pain. After waiting for years,
Courtney Warren was finally diagnosed
with abdominal migraines and chronic migraines. Courtney feels thankful that her
pain subsided one morning when she woke
up. It shows that the relationship between
doctor and patient is vital in diagnosis and
treatment, especially for patients with rare
or unusual diseases and disorders.
By: Saloni Singh
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