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Congratulations to SLMS Art Students

Congratulations to the following South Lake Middle School students who had their
artwork entered into the Michigan Art Education Association Region 6 art show
that was held at the Macomb Clinton Library the last week of February. Their work
will now go on to Lansing to be judged in a competition with other middle schools
in the state!

Find us on:

www.facebook.com/
SouthLakeSchools or www.
solake.org and get the latest
news and photos
UPCOMING DATES
2018-19
March 29

Half-day at
SLMS &
elementaries

April 1-5
NO SCHOOL
		Spring break
April 10		

Late start for
9th and 10th
grade students
		(12:00 p.m.)
April 19		
NO SCHOOL
April 24		
Early dismissal
		PLC
May 2		
Half-day
		Festival of the
Arts
May 14		
Early dismissal
		PLC
May 24
Half-day
May 27		
NO SCHOOL
		Memorial day
June 13		
Half-day at
		SLHS
June 14		
Half-day - last
		
day of school

Cooking Matters at SLMS

South Lake Middle School is hosting Cooking Matters for Families. This is a free
six-week program sponsored by Henry Ford Health System. The cooking class is
taught by a Henry Ford registered dietitian and chef.
Participants are learning how to eat healthier meals on a budget. Instructors model
and assist families on how to put healthy ingredients together while still having the
food taste good. Participants are learning how to increase vegetables and fiber in
their diet, how to plan meals involving healthy choices, as well as fitting it all into a
busy schedule. There will be another opportunity to participate in a cooking class
in the spring at Koepsell Elementary. If interested, please call Henry Ford School
and Community Wellness at 586-263-2107.
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Koepsell Health Team Super Heroes

From the Office of the
Superintendent
Enroll your child in South Lake Schools.

Residents may enroll their child(ren) at any time
throughout the school year in South Lake Schools.
Return completed enrollment packets to the South Lake
Schools Administration Building (23101 Stadium Blvd.)
between 7:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday
(completed enrollment packets for the 2019/2020 school
year should be returned prior to September 1st). Schools
of Choice Applications for the 2019/2020 school year
are accepted from February 23, 2019, through August
23, 2019, for Macomb County residents Kindergarten
through 12th grade. Students will not be accepted for
Schools of Choice if they have been suspended or expelled
during the last two school years. Visit www.solake.org for
more information and to download packets.

South Lake Bistro recognized in
Macomb Now Magazine.

South Lake High School Career and Technical Education
(CTE) students continue to serve the public at our own
restaurant, the South Lake Bistro, and they continue to
gain recognition in Macomb County. Chef Shepherd and
his students were recently recognized in the Macomb
Now Magazine for their culinary efforts. Lunch service
for the South Lake Bistro is open Wednesday, Thursday,
and Friday (when school is in session) from 11:00 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m. Visit https://southlakebistro.weebly.com/
for more information or visit https://www.flipsnack.
com/96FF8D97C6F/spring-2019.html to read the full
article.

Ted Von Hiltmayer
Superintendent
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Koepsell Elementary has a
4th/5th grade Student Health
Team. Ms. Lefchick, 4th grade
teacher, and Julia Huck (RN
BSN) lead biweekly meetings.
One thing we did was a healthy
food tasting and instant recess for the whole school on
the last day before winter break. Currently, we are going
into the classrooms for an instant recess once a week for
four weeks. When we finish that, we are planning more
healthy food tastings. Next week we will meet with our
Food Service Director to discuss and learn about how
the food is chosen and what we might be able to do to
make some possible changes.
We are also involved in Fuel Up to Play 60. This is a
website with activities we can do to earn points and
prizes for our school. We have earned grants that have
been used for indoor recess activities and will be used
for posters to decorate the cafe as well as other play
equipment for the students.
We know that good nutrition
and exercise are the makings of
Super Heroes!

Kindergartners at Avalon are
100 Days Smarter!

Avalon Kindergarten celebrated the 100th day of
school by dressing like they were 100 years old! They
participated in so many activities to celebrate 100 days!
They even had a yummy snack that had 100 things in
it! They had such a fun day and are learning so much in
Kindergarten.

South Lake Schools Community Newsletter
March 2019, Vol. 24, Issue 3

Teacher of the Year

Each school year teachers from Macomb County are recognized and honored for achieving the highest standards
of excellence in their profession. The Macomb County Outstanding Teacher of the Year Awards are presented to
Macomb County teachers at the elementary, middle, and high school levels (one nominee per district/per level) with all
nominees from across the county representing their school district at the MISD banquet on April 17, 2019.
We are very pleased to announce the following teachers will represent South Lake Schools for the 2018-19 school year:
Elementary: Jennifer Stern
Middle School: Karen Sahadi
High School: Paul Voydanoff
These teachers now have the opportunity to be selected as the Macomb County Outstanding Teacher of the Year at
their respective level. All eligible nominations are reviewed and scored by a committee comprised of representatives
of the Macomb Intermediate School District with the winner at each level awarded a $1,500 Professional Development
voucher from the Macomb Intermediate School District.
Melissa Saleh, Avalon Elementary School Principal, says that Jennifer Stern is a key member
of the Avalon Staff. She is the Resource Room Teacher, the Teacher Consultant and the
Teacher in Charge in the building. Being the Teacher in Charge in the building is an
important leadership role. Jen takes over administrative duties and does so with confidence
and poise. She interacts with parents, students and teachers in a positive manner. Her
professionalism and leadership is appreciated by all! Jen balances many student schedules
and engages them into the general population of the school. She works closely with teachers
and administrators to ensure that all students are met socially, emotionally and academically.
Again, her colleagues look to her as a leader in the building and appreciate her support.

Mike Bruce, South Lake Middle School Principal, says that Karen Sahadi is a highly effective
teacher because she creates a highly effective classroom. Every lesson is very engaging. Karen,
as well as the students, might all demonstrate a concept through movement of their hands, arms
or bodies. Her goal is to always reach every learner. Karen does this by building relationships
with students in her classroom. She conducts classroom circles, invites parent visits, and
conducts one-on-one meetings with students. In this way, she finds out what motivates them,
and utilizes this to engage their interest. She compliments and boosts the self-esteem of the lowperforming students. She never gives up on her students!

Robert Beato, South Lake High School Principal, tells us that Paul Voydanoff
keeps himself very current with best practices. He always maintains a
structured yet inviting classroom, delivers content in a clear and engaging
manner, incorporates research-based teaching strategies in his lessons,
works tirelessly to meet the needs of a very diverse group of students, and
has unwavering high expectations. Paul builds a rapport with his students in
a way that even the most difficult learners will work for him. Each student
knows that Paul cares about him/her as a person and cares about his or her
success as a student.
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STUDENTS ARE ELIGIBLE FOR
KINDERGARTENͷ
ͳǡʹͲͳͻǤ

IF A CHILD TURNS 5 BETWEEN SEPTEMBER
1ST AND DECEMBER 1ST, 2019ǡ
 
  
Developmental Kindergarten Program.

Register your
student NOW for
the 2019-20
school year

STUDENTS ARE ELIGIBLE FOR THE FREE
GSRP PRESCHOOL Ͷ
ͳǡʹͲͳͻǡ
Ǥ 
Ǥ

ITEMS TO BRING WITH YOU FOR ENROLLMENT
FOR KDG. REGISTRATION:

Child’s original birth certificate
Immunization records & vision & hearing test
Driver’s license or State of MI ID
Current lease, mortgage statement or property
tax statement
Two current utility bills & one additional proof

FOR GSRP REGISTRATION:

Child’s original birth certificate
Immunization records
Last year’s income tax return
Two proofs of residency

Students are eligible for Kindergarten if they are 5
on or before September 1, 2019.
Students are eligible for the South Lake Schools Great Start Readiness Preschool
if they turn 4 by September 1, 2019, and meet income requirements.
For more information, please contact Heather Robotnik at 586-435-1151
(hrobotnik@solake.org) for the full-day program at Elmwood,
Ginny Francis at 586-435-1540 (gfrancis@solake.org)
for the full-day program at Koepsell, and Nancy Gauthier at 596-435-1100
(ngauthier@solake.org) for the full-day program at Avalon.
You can register your Kindergarten child at the
South Lake Administration Building, 23101 Stadium Blvd., St. Clair Shores
(near 9 Mile & I-94) Monday through Friday from 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Enrollment forms and items needed for registration can
be found online at www.solake.org.
For additional information please call 586-435-1640.
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The Bee is Back at Elmwood!

Elmwood Elementary is proud to continue our
participation in the Scripps Spelling Bee. On Friday,
February 22, Mrs. Dobbins hosted the final round of our
school level spelling bee. As you might imagine, there was
plenty of nervousness as the kids were challenged with
a word list that is designed for kids through 8th grade!
Our kids performed like champions on the stage, and our
audience of nearly 300 students were perfectly silent as
the competition played out. Our spelling champs include
Shubhankar Rairikar (3rd grade), Michaela Kelly (4th
grade) and Isabelle Crouch (5th grade). Isabelle will be
heading to the county-wide competition and we all wish
her continued success at the MISD.

KISS Dance at Avalon

Avalon held our annual KISS Dance (Kids Invite Someone
Special) on February 22, 2019! The students enjoyed
dancing the night away to the fun music played by our
favorite DJ. We also had pizza, juice and plenty of sweets!
This is one of Avalon's treasured events! We can't wait
until next year!.

South Lake Middle School Visits the DIA and the DSO

On Feb. 27, Mrs. Jaroma took our Middle School Choir and Beginning Band students on a field trip to the Detroit Institute
of Arts and a performance of the Detroit Symphony Orchestra at the Max M. Fischer. The first stop of the day was at
the Detroit Institute of Arts. While at the museum, students explored the Rivera Court, a new exhibit "Labor of Love,"
which was inspired by the Diego Rivera Court. They saw many other works of art and, of course, they just had to see the
Mummy!
Following the museum our students headed over to the Max M. Fischer Music Center for a performance of the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra. The Detroit Symphony Orchestra performed excerpts from Mozart's "Marriage of Figaro" with
special guests from the Michigan Opera Theater: Soprano - Cheyanne Coss and Bass- Allen Michael Jones. The
performance also included dancers from a local dance school.
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MASSP High School Principal of the Year Award
Robert Beato - South Lake High School
Dear Staff, Students and Community:
To say that I am completely humbled would be an understatement. This is truly an amazing
honor to be awarded the MASSP High School Principal of the Year Award. However, what is
even more of an honor is being able to serve as principal of South Lake High School. I mean
this—being in this role is something that I am thankful for every day. The other day, at the
“brought it” assembly, when I said I would not want to be doing anything else, I meant it.
I once came across a quote that said, “A good leader is only as good as his/her team.” That is the truth. I would never
have received this honor if it were not for all of you; the staff, students, and the community here are the reason for this
award, and are undoubtedly equally deserving of this honor. What I would really like to do is take this award and divide
it into pieces. Each of you were part of this; each of you are deserving of this too.
As I sit here in my office and look at this banner with my name on it, I feel it is missing something. It is missing all of
your names. Today at lunch, we will have some sharpies out. I would like all students and staff to sign their name on
this. You all deserve to be on this banner too. All of you are the true backbone of this school.
Everyone here is like my second family and my support. We have gone through so much together just this year, and I
have relied on all of you to keep me strong at times. The students here are some of the most caring young people I have
ever seen. The staff members here are hands down the most dedicated group of educators around. All of you motivate
me every day. You never let me down, and all of you are the reason I love this school, and my role here as principal.
Thank you for supporting me. Thank you for nominating me. And most of all thank you for allowing me to be your
principal.
I want to congratulate all of you too. A principal is only as good as his/her staff and students - so, to all of you,
congratulations! We are in this together. We rise together!
Sincerely,
Mr. Robert Beato, Principal, South Lake High School

Koepsell Visits the DIA and
Giant Map of Michigan

Third graders at Koepsell visited
the Detroit Institute of Arts on
February 20. Students used
artist notebooks to record the
name of any artwork and artist
that they liked. Students also
were given a tour by DIA staff.

Also in February, the Giant Map of Michigan visited
Koepsell. All grades from Kdg. - 5th got to experience
the map. Students played learning games and held
discussions using the map. A few things students
learned about were cardinal directions, physical features
of a map, population density, and reading map keys.
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Elmwood's Excellent Book Fair Dance Party

Every year Elmwood hosts multiple
book fairs with the goal of supporting
our reading goals and raising some
funds for new book titles in our
library. Through the ongoing support
of our parent volunteers and eager
shoppers in this community, we just
wrapped up another successful fair.
However, this past book fair was not so ordinary. Mrs.
Prazmo (our librarian), her family, and local parent,
Mrs. Ventimiglia, helped to organize a Fortnite Dance
Party in the middle of the Book Fair. The kids had a
great time dancing and claiming prizes for their fancy
Fortnite movies, and Mrs. Prazmo had a once-in-alifetime opportunity to have a whole lot of noise in the
library!
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Mandarin Class News Update
by Fang MacCallumMhor

On February 5th both 8th grade and high school Mandarin students went to the Chinese Community Center to
celebrate Chinese New Year, the year of the pig. Students made paper cutting of a happy pig, a traditional Chinese
art. They were also challenged by the Chinese yo-yo and tested their skill in learning how to do tricks with it. They
also enjoyed playing ping-pong with each other. For lunch, they went to the Fuji buffet where they learned to eat with
chopsticks. They ended their journey with a stop at the Asian Market and picked up some goodies to take home.

On February 28th Middle School Mandarin students also went to the Chinese Community Center to celebrate Chinese
New Year. They, too, enjoyed making paper cuttings and played Chinese yo-yo and ping-pong. They made Chinese
dumplings and cooked them on the spot and ate them which they really enjoyed. For lunch, the community center
ordered Chinese food from a local Chinese restaurant. They liked the chicken, beef, noodles and rice. They had a
lovely time.
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BOARD OF EDUCATION
MEETINGS
Sept. 12
Oct. 17
Nov. 14
Dec. 19
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May 15
June 19
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2018-19
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6:30
6:30
6:30
6:00
6:00
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p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

SOUTH LAKE SCHOOLS
2018-2019
Board of Education
Michael Damiani, President
Robert Penn, Vice-President
Kelly Gattuso, Secretary
Melissa Gordon, Treasurer
Lois Cardenas, Trustee
Julie Ann Magee, Trustee
Renard Morey-Greer, Trustee
Ted Von Hiltmayer
Superintendent
586- 435-1600

School Enrollment Information
ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADES KDG. - 12TH
Child's original birth certificate & immunization record
Preferred residency proofs listed below:
•
•

Current lease, property tax or mortgage statement
Two current utility bills

In addition, we will need your driver’s license or Michigan State ID
with current address for identification purposes only.
We will also need your child's transcript if child is in high school.
Enrollment for grades K-12 is done at the South Lake
Administration Building at 23101 Stadium Blvd., St. Clair Shores.
For Great Start Readiness Preschool inquiries, please contact
Heather Robotnik at hrobotnik@solake.org or
Ginny Francis at gfrancis@solake.org. or
Nancy Gauthier at ngauthier@solake.org

Schools of Choice Applications will be
accepted on an unlimited basis
for the 2019-20 school year
until August 23, 2019, at 3:00 p.m. for
Kdg.-12th grade Macomb County residents.
Please see www.solake.org or
call 586-435-1640
for more information.

South Lake Schools Nondiscrimination Policy
The Board of Education is committed to maintaining a learning and working environment in which all individuals are treated with dignity and respect, free from discrimination and harassment. There will be no tolerance for
discrimination or harassment on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, creed or ancestry, sex, marital status, genetic information, height, weight, sexual orientation, disability or age. The School District prohibits
harassment and other forms of discrimination whether occurring at school, on School District property, in a School District vehicle, or at any School District related activity or event. Furthermore, the Board is committed to
equal employment opportunities and the prevention of discrimination in all aspects of employment, including recruitment, selection, training, promotion and retention of staff. The Superintendent will designate compliance
officers and develop and implement regulations for the reporting, investigation and resolution of complaints of discrimination or harassment. For additional information, contact the Director of Human Resources or the
Director of Special Services, 23101 Stadium Blvd., St. Clair Shores, MI 48080, (586) 435-1600.

