Mission Statement: To provide all students an excellent education today to prepare for tomorrow’s challenges.
All A students p. 4
Kindergarten Registration
Information p. 5
School Calendars p. 11

February/March 2018

Jefferson Schools - 5707 Williams Rd.- Newport, MI 48166

Mission Statement:
To provide all students
an excellent education today
to prepare for tomorrow’s
challenges.
Commitment to early
childhood education
Relevant 21st Century
learning
Exploration, application,
and mastery learning
College and career
preparation
Student activities that
support academics
Community service and
engagement
Life-long recreation and
wellness engagement

Jefferson’s marching band
participated in the “First
annual Monroe Christmas
Parade” that was held on
December 16th, 2017 in
Downtown Monroe.
Congratulations to the students who participated in the District 12 MSBOA Solo and Ensemble Festival on Saturday,
February 3rd. Six of our students participated in the event
in Livonia, and all received top ratings.
Pictured left to right with their ratings:
Junior Max Ranger, Alto Saxophone Solo, 1st division rating; Senior Summer Poppenhager, Flute Solo, 1st division
rating; Junior Sammi Ballmes, Flute Solo, 2nd division rating; Freshman Zack Masserant, Trumpet Duet, 1st division
rating; Freshman Gavin Atkisson, Trumpet Duet, 1st division
rating; Sophomore Allen Lin, Clarinet Solo, 2nd division rating.

Your Child’s Future Starts Here!
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Our hearts are breaking over the tragic incident that occurred in Broward County, Florida
this past week. As details emerged, news organizations once again engaged in a grim
tradition: tallying the massacre on an ever-growing list of school shootings in the United
States.
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BEAR
PRIDE!

They were diligent about security. They instituted lockdown procedures. They practiced
active shooter drills. They trained their staff. Yet, a mass shooting tragically happened in
their high school. They feel helpless. We saw the faces of children, parents, staff, and the
community grieving over senseless loss of life. Social media captured terrified students
hiding, we heard gun shots echo in the building. They look to us for help.

As Superintendents of the public schools in Monroe County, we know that students’ ability
to learn depends on the comfort and safety they feel at school and the strength of their
relationships with adults and peers there. And although we believe it is important for you
to know we are diligently working to prevent school shootings and other types of violence
in our schools, we also know it takes action!
We cannot keep our schools safe without the help and support of our entire community.
We urge you to learn about the warning signs connected with school shooters in the United States. They include violent fantasies, anger problems, fascination with weapons, being
a loner, suicidal or homicidal ideation, stalking, interest in previous shootings, paranoia,
violence and cruelty, acting out, police contact, mental health issues, use of alcohol and
drugs, and unusual interest in police, military, and terrorist activities. Experts say a single
warning sign by itself might not be significant, but a cluster of warning signs is much more
serious.
It is critical that children know it’s okay to tell a trusted adult if they feel themselves or
their school is threatened in any way. We encourage you to talk to your children. This is
both the easiest and hardest way to make sure your kids are doing OK. Children, especially teenagers, don’t always want to talk about how life is going. Ask anyway. Please
encourage children to utilize the OK2SAY Student Safety Program.
Ask your children what they’re thinking about the shooting in Florida and how they like
their friends and school. Then listen. The National Association of School Psychologists has
provided tips for parents. Help your child express their feelings by making the time to ask
them questions, listen, and then help them process by pointing out safeguards and what to
do during an emergency.
Additionally, we must advocate against Senate Bills 584-586. The bills would create a
new endorsement for concealed carry gun licenses to allow an individual to carry a concealed weapon in schools, day care centers, places of worship, bars, arenas, and libraries. Schools could not establish any policy regarding firearms that is stricter than state law
or set any local limitations, except as it relates to students.
The Superintendents of the public schools in Monroe County commit to you that we will be
reflective on how we improve preparedness, emergency response, and reunification efforts. We want every child to return home safe at the end of the day.
Across Monroe County, we stand united as a community to keep our schools safe from all
acts of violence. It takes a village!
Monroe County Superintendent’s Association
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STEM AND LEGOS COME TO NORTH
Mrs. Ann Maitland, our computer and technology teacher, is working to develop our STEM program at North. She
recently made a Lego wall and has the students helping her get it started. Mrs. Maitland and her husband purchased a store display, positioned and glued Lego base plates on it. Their first project was a Jefferson Spirit wall!!
She has also started a fundraiser of script to help purchase supplies and programs for her classroom and other
classrooms at North.
Also, from the technology department, we were able to purchase a 3-D printer and Dash and Dot which will help
students utilize their coding skills. These are used daily in the computer lab for all students at North.
We were recently notified by the Department of Education that we were chosen as a Pilot school for the new Minecraft: Education Edition. Each student will be given a license and will be able to access this at school, as well as at
home. Mrs. Maitland will receive training and our parents will be notified soon with all of the details.
A special thank you to Mrs. Maitland for all of her hard work in helping North become part of a STEM community
with many innovative projects.

GUNG HAY FAT CHOY! HAPPY CHINESE NEW YEAR!
North Elementary students celebrated Happy Chinese
New Year by parading down the halls. Looks like
they had a great time!

It's the Year of the Dog
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All A students - 2nd marking period
Middle School
Jessen Abbott
Olivia Alexander
Laura Barror
Thomas Barror
Haden Betts
Jacques Bezeau
Joel Bezeau
Sean Bortnem
Benjamin Burke
Hailey Burt
Amber Burzlaff
Gabriella Busenbark
Courtney Carter
Hailey Colon
Zander Connally
Claire Conover
Ava Conte
Chase Courtney
Rylee Dunn
Joseph Dusseau
Madison DuVall
Vincent Duvall
Edward Dyson
Brandon Emery
Veronica Fitzgerald
Noah Foster
Samantha Francis
Jaclyn Freiberg
Camryn Garcia
Elizabeth Giles
Ayden Gillenkirk
Alexa Glancy
Cassandra Gossett
Carly Grassley
Zachary Hammer
Aaliyah Harris
Makayla Harris
Michael Henderson
Nilleia Hernandez
Alyssa Huffman
Shane Johnson
Scott Keck
Mitchell Kostoff
Andrew LaBeau
Kyle LaBeau
Samantha Ledger
Lily Liptow
Alexander MacIssac
Ella Mansfield

Middle School
Issac Masserant
Carter McCalister
Abby Miller
Kimberlee Miller
Seth Minney
Allison Muncey
Daniel Neubauer
Gabriel Nolan
Cody Nordstrom
Jarret Ouellette
Zackery Palmer
Brooke Payment
Olivia Peare
Jesse Perry
Julia Perry
Abby Phelps
Richard Pierce
Jenna Pilachowski
Zaven Pio
Robert Pollard
Katie Powell
Joseph Provost III
Benjamin Przytula
Wyatt Reed
Reanne Roberts
Ty Rose
Emma Rossi
Olivia Russell
Katherine Scroi
Emily Shankleton
Cadance Sharpe
Ellie Sharpe
Ella Simpson
Avery St. Andre
Lauryn St. Bernard
Macy Stamper
William Steinhour IV
Quintin Stotler
Joshua Strimpel
Layla Tamouch
Dominic VanAcker
Riley Vanderpool
Isaac Vaughn
Natasha Vaughn
Nolan West
Gwendolyn White
Alona Young
Cole Zabawa

North Elementary
Gabriel Alcantara
Ava Arnold
Joshua Beach
Brooklyn Berns
Olivia Blanchard
Joe Borowski
Allison Burrell
Hunter Burt
Audrey Camilleri
Joshua Clark
Mia Cormier
Sarah Cvengros
Landen Dorow
Carson Dow
Lyle Drummonds
Connor Dubke
Shylnn Dunn-Miles
Madison Duvall
Thomas Fountain
Noah Gondek
Ava Gratowski
Kamden Head
Alyssa Henderson
Kailey Hensley
Samuel Hoton
Harper Jackson
Daven King
Kayleigh Kittle
Zane Knezevich
Alyssa Kostoff
Kayleigh Lieto
Tristan Lieto
Carly Lindsay
Chase Martin
Drew Matzinger
Claire Miller
Breanna Neumann
Brody Pancone
Lilleigh Pridemore
Sam Przytula
Dalton Rinne
Mackenzie Rohm
Ella Schnorberger
Juliette Shonk
Elijah Simons
Chloe Sterling
Kingston Sterling
Emma Struth
Case Thompson

North Elementary
Lincoln Tulik
Liv Turner
Gabbie VanAcker
Emily Vance
Chloe Vujnov
Abigail West
Blade West
Logan Wheeler
Raven Williams
Christopher Young

High School
Noah Achinger
Ashlee Bartel
Erin Bezeau
Thomas Boggs
Ethan Brabant
Luke Conover
Kristin Davis
Madison Dennis
Kennedy DeSilvis
Quinten Elek
Grayson Friar
Anthony Gennoe
Blasé Gennoe
Amara Gould
Tatum Graham
Ryann Grube
Lindsey Hammer
Julia Hatfield
Kailey Head
Kaitlyn Hemwall
Emily Hintz
Nicholas Jablonski
Sarah Johnson
Levi Kolak
Brooke Lavoie
Riley LeFevre
Allen Lin
Janice Lin
Sierra Masson
Emma McCalister
David McNew
Devon Messer
Juliana Metdepenningen
Emily Miller
Katelyn Nadeau

High School
Devin Oliver
Brianna Orlandi
Kline Peare
Shea Peare
Madalynne Polly
Summer Poppenhager
Catrina Prather
Levi Prather
Jacob Priester
Max Ranger
Zachary Roberts
William Robinson
Sydney Russell
Cheyene Rutherford
Nicole Sanner
Kaitlyn St. Bernard
Megan Stoia
Logan Tackett
Ethan Thomas
Dakota Tocco
Dillon Tocco
Drew Tocco
Craig Trombley
Sarah Vanisacker
Ashley Waldecker
Evan Walters
Nicholas Winter
Hannah Wright
Sophia Wyzykowski

GREAT JOB STUDENTS!

PAGE 5

Sodt Elementary Early Childhood Center
Kindergarten Registration
Thursday, April 26th
According to Michigan School Law, any child who will be five (5) years old on or before September 1,
2018 will be eligible to enroll in Kindergarten this fall.
Bring your child with you as he/she will have an opportunity to visit a Kindergarten classroom. Any child
attending Kindergarten Round Up will receive a FREE Jefferson Bears T-Shirt and Kindergarten book.

Required Information
(ON the day of registration)
* Certified Copy of your child’s Birth Certificate (not a hospital record)
* Up-To-Date Immunization Record
* Hearing and Vision Results (Written verification from a Doctor or Health Department)
* Two (2) Proofs of Residence in Jefferson District (Driver’s License and a bill or
purchase/rental agreement with your name and address)
Immunizations needed BEFORE your child enters school:
DPT – 4 or more doses with last dose given on or after the 4th birthday
POLIO – 3 or more doses with last dose given on or after the 4th birthday.
MMR – 2 doses with the first given after 1st birthday.
HEPATITIS B – 3 doses, with the third given after 6 months of age.
VARICELLA (Chicken Pox) – 2 doses with the first given after 1st birthday.
Please note…..
Hearing and Vision Screening will be available at Sodt on April 26th during registration. This is free and
available through the Monroe County Health Dept. Please let us know if you need this service.

Please return to Sodt Elementary As Soon As Possible!!
Child’s Name _________________________________ Birthdate _____________
Address ______________________________________ Phone No. ____________

Please check below to schedule your registration time.
Indicate your first and second choice for April 26, 2018.
_____ 9:00 – 10:00 a.m.

You will receive confirmation of your session.

_____ I need Hearing and Vision screening

_____ 10:30 – 11:30 a.m.
_____ 12:30 – 1:30 p.m.
_____ 2:00 – 3:00 p.m.
If you know of a family that has a child of Kindergarten age and they live in the Jefferson attendance area, please give them this
information or the Sodt Elementary telephone number (734) 289-5575.
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MONEY RAISED FOR JDRF

JAZZ BAND PERFORMS AT SODT

In November, Sodt kids raised $550 in a spare
change collection for JDRF (Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation) to help find a cure for Type 1
Diabetes. Mrs. Haynes class brought in the most
and won a pizza party. Mrs. Glotfelty's class was
a very close second and earned a pizza party, too.
The picture is of Mrs. Haynes class.

On Tuesday, December 19th, members of the Jazz Band
from JHS entertained the students from Sodt Elementary
School and Early Childhood Center. Students were treated
to sounds of the season from their high school friends. Students and staff, alike, had a wonderful time. This is part of
an annual trip that the Jazz Band presents. The stop not
only at Sodt but also at a local Senior Citizen center.

FRIENDSHIP SOUP
How do you make Friendship Soup? With a dash of
love, a cup of kindness, a dose of sharing and helping
and topping with taking turns listening of course. Ms.
Handler, Social Worker at Sodt ECC, is pictured with
students in Mrs. Roe’s Kindergarten class, making a
batch of Friendship Soup.

BIG BEAR LITTLE BEAR
Pictured are some of the members of the Big Bear Little
Bear Group between Sodt Elementary students and
Jefferson High School students. The group meets twice a
month which focuses on building positive relationships
and mentorship. The group is supervised by Jefferson
High School counselor, Jen Trush, and Sodt Social Worker,
Danielle Handler. Some of the activities have included
coloring pictures, playing duck duck goose and arts and
crafts!
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STUDENTS AT JMS DISSECT LUNGS
Students in Mrs. LaBeau’s seventh grade science class concluded their study of the Respiratory System by dissecting
lungs. Several parent volunteers aided in the dissection which was put on by the Monroe County Community
College Respiratory Therapy Program.

PATRIOT PEN ESSAY WINNER
Eighth grader, Brittney Peterlin’s Patriot’s Pen essay
was the first in Jefferson Middle School history to make
it to the district level. Brittney was awarded a plaque,
certificate, and a $100.00 check! Congratulations,
Brittney!

AR ALL-STARS

STUDENTS CREATE SNOWFLAKES
Students in Mrs. Passon’s Science
classes created Borax snowflakes this past January in response to a STEM lesson included
in a cross curricular unit on the
water cycle. After reading the
book, Snowflake Bentley, students
learned about the birth of a
snowflake and classified photographs of snowflakes according
to five different designs. Before
creating their Borax solutions
using pipe cleaner, boiling water, and Borax crystals, students
made paper snowflakes and discovered the hexagonal
shape as well as rotational symmetry. Using the resource Story Works, students learned about “The Children’s Blizzard” of 1888 and worked in groups on the
skills of fact and opinion and cause and effect. Pictured
is Katie Powell, proudly displaying her dazzling, crystal
snowflake.
Jefferson Middle School fifth graders have been reading! The fifth grade students read a remarkable
19,277,876 words using the Accelerated Reader program in the first semester! Students earn prizes at
each quarter of a million words read and receive
acknowledgement as an “AR All-Star” with their name
featured on a bulletin board in the fifth grade hallway. The bulletin board is updated every Friday. The
top five readers for first semester were Joel Bezeau,
Brooke Payment, Lukas Brown, Kaeley Wininger, and
Robert Pollard. (Pictured left to right)
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Dakota Tocco
Winterfest King

2018
COURT

King Candidates (top row left to right): Blasé Gennoe, Thomas Eads,
Dakota Tocco, Cade Mullendore, Derek Barron, and Drew Tocco
Class Representatives: Bottom row left to right: Jackson Barath, Freshman; Corbin Masserant, Junior; Kevin St. Bernard, Junior; Hao Zheng,
Sophomore

JOIN THE RECREATION CENTER!

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Friday 6 a.m. - 12 p.m. (Pool closes at 10 a.m.)
5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Saturday - 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sunday - 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Check out our Facebook Page:
“Jefferson Rec Center”
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HANDS DOWN! WE ARE UPWARD BOUND!
Upward Bound is a new program to Jefferson that was created to help students with school and prepare for college.
Recently, I’ve had the privilege to meet with Carley Schwartz, who is the instructor for this program. She said that
“Because this is a new program, it gives us the chance to start fresh together for the first time. As we try new things,
we are all doing it together, and it allows us to bond, and work together as an Upward Bound family.”
Carley also described, “The students that may have been more hesitant at first are now seeing the opportunities that
Upward Bound brings, and it gets them excited, creating a more positive dynamic.”
“One thing that I think is working for these kids is having them know that someone’s there, someone’s checking on them,
and someone has high expectations for them. I think that it gives them a reason to keep improving themselves. We
also give our kids grade checks that show whether they improve or decline. I think seeing that comparison helps them
because they are goal-oriented students, and that gives them something to work for,” she said.
“What makes me feel good is when kids stop by to tell me about their day, their concerns, or what they’re proud of.
For only being here a few months, it’s nice that we are already meeting that level of connection.”
I also was given the opportunity to interview four students in Upward Bound.
Legendary Fielder, 10th grade, is one of the first kids to join this program when it first started.
He said that he found out through his math teacher, Mrs. Eby, and figured that he would give it
a shot.
“It’s not a good program… it’s a GREAT program! I’m going to be a first-generation student
going into college so this is a big deal for me to get good grades and have a good GPA so I
can get into the college I want,” Legendary said. “The University of Michigan is the college I
want. I’d like to become a pediatric surgeon.”

When asked what he liked best about the club, Legendary said, “The cultural trips, for sure. I
know it sounds cliché, but I really enjoy all the free trips I get to go on. We went to a Michigan
Legendary Fielder game and the band made me cry because they are so good! We are also going to the Sofia
Quintero Art and Cultural Center, and that sounds like a lot of fun.”
“It’s the experiences that make these trips great,” Erin Murphy, 10th grade, commented, “There’s nothing like that
here in Monroe, so these trips give us the chance to see new things.”
Legendary also has a few goals of his own that this program is helping him strive towards.
“I want to keep my GPA above a 3.6 or even at a 3.7. I want to expand my horizons with college and career pathways. I feel like this is where we start to develop our feelings towards what we want to do.”
Erin Murphy, 10th grade, is another student who found out about Upward Bound through her
math teacher, Mrs. Eby, and was encouraged to join by Legendary.
“The trips are fun, but the best part about Upward Bound, for me, is the study hall and tutors. I
am much happier when I get to go home and don’t have homework,” she said.
“My goal is to keep my GPA up. I kind of overloaded myself with my schedule, and I’ve been
struggling a bit with my GPA, but the tutors and teachers are all very helpful.”
Erin said that she hasn’t really looked into what she wants to become, but she is interested in
medical and criminal justice.
Erin Murphy

“I’m not sure where I want to go to college yet. University of Toledo is an option because it’s
close to home. Monroe County Community College is also an option because Upward Bound will pay for two of my
classes here, but I’m not set on anything yet,” Erin said.
Cont. on page 10
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Hali Wisecup, 9th grade, was the third student I was able to interview. Mrs. Jenkins, a counselor at Jefferson High School, came to her English class and informed the students there
about Upward Bound.
“I don’t like going home from school, knowing that I have more homework to do. It’s nice to
have a set time to get my homework done,” Hali responded when asked about the best
part of Upward Bound.
Hali’s goal this year is, “To keep my grades up in order to create a foundation for the rest
of my high school career.” Hali is interested in construction trades and working with her
hands, but she’s not sure where she wants to go to college yet.
Hali Wisecup

Dalton Masson, 9th grade, was the final person I was able to interview. Dalton is one of the
newer members. He said that he found out through announcements made around the school,
his teachers, and his classmates. For him, Dalton said that best part about being in Upward
Bound is that, “They give you a chance to be closer with your classmates and help you
through tutoring.”
“My goals are to graduate high school with a good GPA, and get a good job. Possibly
even teach others how to do better in school,” he said. “I’ve thought about being a teacher,
but I’m also interested in band, science, and construction trades. I’m not sure about college
yet, but Upward Bound is definitely helping me prep for the future.”
Dalton Masson

Author’s take:
What was surprising for me was the money involved. The students get paid $90 to do their homework, show up for
tutoring after school, and complete volunteer hours. For me, I would love to get paid $90 ever quarter for doing my
homework! I wouldn’t have to worry about getting a part time job as much. This, however, was not the case for any
of the students I talked to. They are more interested in the experiences that this program gives them as well as a set
time to complete their homework. After hearing this, I am all the more convinced that Upward Bound is a wonderful
program full of great kids that are going to do even greater things.
Article written by 12th grade student, Sierra Masson
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School calendars
High School Calendar
March 23rd
March 28th
April 10th
April 11th
April 12th April 18th -

Upcoming School board meetings

End of 3rd Marking Period
Pre Spring Trip Band Concert
SAT Testing - 11th grade
Workkeys Testing - 11th grade
M-Step - 11th grade
1/2 Day for Students - 10:35 Dismissal

Middle School Calendar
Mar 21st
Mar 23rd
Apr 18th

National Jr. Honor Society Induction 7 p.m.
End of 3rd Marking Period
1/2 Day for Students - 10:45 Dismissal

North Elementary
Mar 7, 21
Mar 16th
Mar 23rd
Mar 29th
Apr 11, 25
Apr 18th
Apr 30th

Bank Days
Wear Green!
End of 3rd Marking Period
Report Cards Distributed
Bank Days
1/2 Day for Students - 11:45 Dismissal
M-Step Testing

Sodt Elementary
Mar 2 & 16
Mar 21st
Mar 27th
Apr 10, 11
Apr 18th
Apr 18th
Apr 20th
Apr 26th

Leadership Assembly
PTO Dine and Donate @ Applebees
Puppet/Magician Show
Science Alive Assemblies
Leadership Day
1/2 Day for Students - 12:00 Dismissal
Mother/Son Event - TBD
Kindergarten Roundup

DATE
Mar 12
Mar 19
Apr 10
Apr 16
May 14
May 21
June 11
June 18
July 16

MEETING
COW
Regular
COW
Regular
COW
Regular
COW
Regular
COW

PLACE
HS Library
Middle School
HS Library
Sodt Elementary
HS Library
HS Library
HS Library
HS Library
HS Library

2017-2018 district calendar
Mar 30-Apr 6
Apr 18
May 4
May 28
June 7
June 8

Easter Break
1/2 Day of School for Students
1/2 Day of School for Students
Memorial Day
1/2 Day of School for Students
Last Day
1/2 Day of School for Students/
Staff

G.S.R.P. Preschool Registration
April 12th - 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Location: Frenchtown Library

May 2rd - 1– 5 p.m.
Required Documentation:
*Birth Certificate
*Proof of Income
*Proof of Residency
*Parent/Guardian ID

TIME
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm

For More Information
Please Call:
734-342-8690
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Electronic copies of this newsletter are also available by visiting us on our district website at:

www.jeffersonschools.org
School Contact Phone Numbers

Sara Griffin, Principal
Jerry Dyson, Asst. Principal

734.289.5565
734.289-5596-fax

Dave Vensel, Principal
Jon Scharf, Asst. Principal

734.289.5555
734.289.5595-fax
M.C.I.S.D.
Preschool

734.242-5799 x.1918
Cub Care
Patsy Payment
734.322.2410

Sodt Elementary
Mike Petty, Principal

734.289.5575
734.289.5600 –fax

North Elementary
Millie Grow, Principal

734.586.6784
734.586.8854 –fax

Administration Building

734.289.5550
734.289.5574 - fax

Breakfast Logic
Breakfast is a good thing!
When students need to take achievement
tests, schools strongly urge them to eat
breakfast first on testing days. Why? Because we know that when students eat
breakfast, they perform better and are
better able to concentrate. Yet on “normal”
days, many students fail to eat breakfast:
they’re too busy, too tired, or just don’t
know what to eat.
Let’s help students to perform better every
day, by making sure they eat a healthy
breakfast at home or at school.
Breakfast Serving Times:
High School - 7:00-7:30 a.m.
Middle School - 7:15-7:25 a.m.
North- 8:05-8:25 a.m.
Sodt & E.C.C. - 8:25-8:50 a.m.

