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November is typically a crazy month for schools and families. We have some days off in
the beginning of the month for the NJEA Convention and we have some days off at the
end for Thanksgiving break. November is also election month, where we elect new
Board members, local officials, as well as State and National offices. We also
acknowledge the service of our veterans on Veteran’s Day and parents get to hear about
the progress their children are making during parent/teacher conferences. For a month
that has many days off from school, we get a lot done!
15 th.

This November was a little crazier with our weather on the
It is a reminder to all of
us to make sure that the students are coming to school dressed appropriately. I also
hope that it is not foreshadowing of what is to come this winter.
I have one final announcement related to district communication. We have started a
district Facebook page. This will be another method for us to promote the school district
and provide information. It is “kid-friendly” so there is no commenting or discussions, but
it is another method to stay informed on topics related to the school district. If you have a
Facebook account, please LIKE and follow our page at
https://www.facebook.com/Bordentown-Regional-School-District-2208696612498045/.
Family and Friends are a wonderful part of the Thanksgiving Holiday! I hope that you
have the opportunity to meet and visit with the people in your life who mean the most.
Happy Thanksgiving!
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November is National Family Literacy Month
While each month has something special to celebrate, the month of November marks National Family Literacy Month. In
1994, November 1st was designated as National Family Literacy Day after Sharon Darling, president of the National
Center for Families Learning (NCFL), recognized that “parents’ educational attainment and children’s educational
outcomes were related. If the goal was to improve children’s outcomes, then parents needed opportunities to build their
skills.” Family Literacy Day highlights the importance of families working with their children at home and finding ways to
collaborate with parents/families to support that work. The NCFL takes this celebration a step further by celebrating
literacy throughout the month of November. For a full description of the NCFL and their very important work, please visit
their website .
Here in Bordentown, our students are exposed to a literacy-rich curriculum each day. Currently
we are in our fifth year of the implementation of the workshop model at the elementary level and,
as such, our Kindergarten through 5th grade students experience literacy instruction through the
reading and writing workshop model as part of the balanced literacy approach. Our students learn
the habits of strong readers and writers right from the start in kindergarten where a love of reading,
writing and learning can be cultivated and grown through exposure to a variety of books and different genres of writing.
Our elementary teachers provide students with a print-rich environment and engaging lessons to help each child thrive in
the workshop classroom. All of our readers and writers kick off the year with units in reading and writing that remind them
not only of the expectations of the workshop but provide them with grade appropriate strategies to help them build stamina
and develop their independence.
In addition to attending conferences this month and contacting your child’s teacher to discuss what your child is currently
learning in reading and writing, there are many ways that you can support your child in their reading and writing endeavors
at home. Some suggestions are listed below:
 Ask your child to share what he/she is reading and writing with you. All of our students read self-selected
text and write about topics they care about within a particular genre. Perhaps you could ask your child why they
selected a particular book and talk to them about the book. For a fiction text, pose simple questions like: Who are
the characters? What is the problem in the story? How did they solve the problem? To extend your child’s
thinking about their story ask them if they agreed with how the character solved his/her problem. How might they
solve it a different way? If your child is reading non-fiction text, ask questions like: What is the book about? What
are some things you have learned about your topic? Readers of non-fiction are often challenged to analyze or
synthesize information from a variety of texts. Encourage your child to read more than one book on a topic they
are interested in and then ask if their ideas or what they have learned have changed and how.
 Encourage your child to “rehearse” a story they are thinking about writing. Think of rehearsing a story as
planning it orally. Our elementary writers rehearse writing pieces with their partners in school often telling their
stories across their fingers. You can play the part of their partner as well and maybe even rehearse a story of your
own!
 Model reading and writing behaviors at home for your child. Many children emulate the behaviors of those
around them so if they see their caregivers making time to read and write, they will too!
Lastly, for more information on how you can support your child at home, attend our Family Learning Series Nights. On
November 27th, we are hosting a Family Reading Night open to all K-5 families titled, “Give the Gift of Reading.” With the
help of our elementary teachers who will provide some strategies families can use at home to support their child, this night
is bound to be helpful for any parent/guardian who is looking to support their child at home.

Community District Alliance
Ms. Jodie Glenn, Director
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Celebrating Lights On
Afterschool!
On October 25th and 26th, the afterschool programs in the Bordentown
Regional School District participated in Lights On Afterschool. Lights
On Afterschool is a nationwide event sponsored by the Afterschool
Alliance. They celebrate afterschool programs and their important
role in the lives of children, families and communities.
Since 2001, Lights On Afterschool has celebrated the
remarkable work being done by students and staff.
Afterschool programs give parents a peace of mind because
they know their kids are safe and engaging in fun learning
opportunities.

We had many different activities planned for our students.
MacFarland Intermediate School celebrated students with a theme
of “The Galaxy Among Us” teaching students that our galaxy is made
up of a variety of shapes, colors and sizes just like the diversity that
exists within our program. Peter Muschal School promoted their
program with a “Neon Glow Stick Party” where students danced and
played different games in the gym. Clara Barton School celebrated
with a “Camping Under the Stars” theme which included creating
smores, lanterns, and shooting stars.
“I am very proud of our afterschool students and staff”, said Jodie Glenn, Director of CDA. “We do a wonderful job
providing opportunities to reinforce skills from the school day to meet the needs of all of our students.”

Bordentown Regional High School
Mr. Robert Walder, Principal
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BRHS NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER
HOMECOMING 2018
The Bordentown Regional High School celebrated Spirit Week, along with Homecoming 2018, from October 22 -26.
The week consisted of dress up days, lunch time games, a school-wide pep rally, the homecoming football game versus
Palmyra High School, and the homecoming dance.
This year’s theme was 90s Cartoons and the following cartoons were selected by the classes for hallway decoration:
Freshman (Class of 2022) The Wild Thornberrys, Sophomores (Class of 2021) Powerpuff Girls, Juniors (Class of
2020) Rugrats, and Seniors (Class of 2019) SpongeBob Squarepants.
The Seniors won the coin collection contest raising $697.71 for One Simple Wish, but the Juniors won the overall spirit
competition.
The 2018 Homecoming court, which included Sienna Armitage, Amy Hanuschik, Olivia Hartman, Michaela Luyber, Keira
McAteer, Jenna Ryan, Matthew Kunkler, Luke Mabin, Jack Parker, Sean Pedersen, John Schroeder, and Jaspreet
Singh, was presented to the community during halftime of the homecoming football game on Friday, October 26.
Sean Pedersen and Michaela Luyber were crowned the 2018 Homecoming King and Queen, respectively and the
Bordentown Scotties concluded the night with a disappointing loss to Palmyra Panthers 41-32. It was a great week for
the entire school community.

Bordentown Regional Middle School
Mr. Joseph Sprague, Principal
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BORDENTOWN REGIONAL MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS AND NOTES NOVEMBER 2018
7th GRADE STOKES TRIP:
Students and staff completed their annual trip to the New
Jersey School of Conservation (Stokes) during the week
of October 24 - October 26. While there, the students
were able to explore a wide variety of conservation
activities, including Conservation Photography, Web of
Life, Herpetology, and many more. In addition, there is a
community building aspect of the program that involves
developing individual confidence and group trust, so our
students engaged in the 20' and 35' climbing walls and a
Confidence Course as well. It was a very successful trip
and we would like to thank the staff who participated, the
parents who trust us, and the Board of Education for its
continued funding of the academic portion of the
trip. Your children have made memories that will last a
lifetime.

SEPTEMBER STUDENTS OF THE MONTH:
6th Cameron Carter
7th Fami Olorunnisola
8th Jillian Giangrasso
ELKS: Angelina Demkowicz

UPCOMING DATES AT BRMS:
Nov 8 & 9: Closed
Nov 12-14: Winter Tryouts
Nov 15-21: 1/2 days
Nov 15 & 19: Conferences
Nov 22-23: Closed

MacFarland Intermediate School
Mr. Daniel Riether, Principal
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MIS News Update
Halloween Parade at MIS
It was a beautiful day for a parade in Bordentown City!
Students at MacFarland Intermediate celebrated
Halloween with a parade and classroom
activities/refreshments on Wednesday, October
31st. Although Burlington Street was under construction,
both CBS and MIS were able to follow their usual parade
route down East Burlington Street to the Clara Barton
Schoolhouse and up Crosswicks Street ending in front of
the school buildings. Family and friends were also on
hand to take plenty of pictures and enjoy the creativity of
our students’ costumes. A good time was had by all and
we thank the parents and community members for
sharing this special day with us.

Clara Barton Elementary School
Ms. Louisa Kenny, Principal
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Clara Barton November News
AT CBS we are grateful for our generous and hardworking
CBS PTO!
Clara Barton School was very busy for the month of October. To begin with, we had a great week of Respect. Mrs. Wilson
helped us to remember how to treat each other and planned a great week. Every Day we had a different dress up day as
students and teachers reminded each other to stand up to bullies. On Monday we were reminded “It’s Cool to be Kind!”
and we all wore sunglasses. On Tuesday we said, “Now hair this- say no to bullying!” and had a crazy hair day. On
Wednesday we had “Hats off to Kindness!” and we all wore our favorite or silly hats. On Thursday we “Socked it to
Bullying!” and wore mismatched or goofy socks. On Friday we ended the week by “Being a Team Player and Stand up to
Bullies!” There were many teams represented – but you can imagine we did see much apparel from the Philadelphia
Eagles! Mrs. Wilson and the classes also made a huge collage of hearts showing how we are all part of one family.
Additionally we had many events in October that were supported by our CBS PTO. We are always thankful for the hard
work of the parents of Clara Barton. We had three days of Book Fair where we had great sales and many books were
donated to the teachers and library of Clara Barton and we had great pizza night with families coming out and supporting
the evening Book Fair.
A very special time in Bordentown is Halloween is almost upon us! Our PTO ran an outstanding event, The Spooktacular,
on Saturday October 27 in the CBS APR. We also invited the third graders from MacFarland to participate. This year the
PTO opened a special calming room for students with sensory needs – it allowed students who can have trouble with
noise and light enjoy the event in a quieter environment. This organic idea came from a parent and it was very successful.
We aim to see more inclusive PTO events throughout the school year and are grateful for the PTO’s ideas. On Wednesday
, October 31, children of CBS paraded outdoors with the students of MIS. It was a beautiful day for a walk around
Crosswicks Street, Hopkinson Street, and East Burlington Street. Fun was had by all on Halloween day on the City
Campus!
Please remember Parent Teacher Conferences are Thursday November 15 and Monday November 19 from 2-7. We have
12:40 dismissal from November 15-November 21.

When your child is absent, you are required to notify the school
at 298-0676 ext. 3102 before 9:00 A.M.
CBS SCHEDULE
K-3

Normal

Half
Day

1 Hour
Delay

2 Hour
Delay

Arrival

8:25

8:25

9:25

10:25

Dismissal

3:15

12:40

3:15

3:15

Peter Muschal Elementary School
Ms. Megan Geibel, Principal
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Peter Muschal Elementary School News
It’s ALIVE!!!! PMES students are so excited about all the fun they are having in the Science program
FOSS. Our students are enjoying the hands-on activities.

Check out our 1st grade Author Shares. We are so proud of our students and their writing.

October was full of Halloween Celebrations. Thank you to our PTA for two amazing dances and a festive well-attended
truck or treat. The costumes and celebrations brought joy to everyone!!

Upcoming Events at PMES:



Author Visit 11/6 Grades 3rd-5th
Author Visit 11/7 Grades Pre-2nd

Important Upcoming Dates
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This Month
November 8 & 9 – SCHOOL CLOSED NJEA Convention
November 14 – Board of Education Meeting 7:00 pm
November 21 – Thanksgiving Eve ½ Day Staff & Students
November 22 & 23 – Thanksgiving Break SCHOOL CLOSED

Next Month
December 12 – Board of Education Meeting 7:00 pm
December 21 – Winter Recess Eve ½ Day Staff & Students
December 24-January 1 – Winter Recess SCHOOL CLOSED
January 2 – Reorganization Board of Education Meeting 7:00 pm

“We must find time to stop and thank the people who make a difference in our lives.”
―John F. Kennedy

Thank you for checking in with The Bordentown Bulletin!

